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The present course is designed for use by a teacher who is a
professional linguist, perhaps with the assistance of a native
speaker of Ga. In preparing the course we have had in mind that Ga
has not yet been accorded the detailed description and analysis that
some other GChanaian languages have received. This is especially true
in matters of tone and intonation. Our principal aim, accordingly,
has been to present a working analysis of the more important features
of modern spoken Ga, as well as sufficient additional material for

further analysis by users of the course themselves.

The first few lessons use a number of drills to lay the basis
for familiarity with and control of the sound system. The remaining
lessons center around different aspects of structure. All lessons
supply material for repetition by the students--conversations, drills,
Some lessons also contain quizzes to test the student's under-
Answers to these quizzes are included in the
and so may be used by the student

etc. >
standing of the text.

tapes which accompany the course
to check his answers.
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INTRODUCTION
GA

Ga is a language of Ghana, native to the Accra district and the
coastal strip stretching east from the city and inland for several miles.
Ga has fewer native speakers than, say, Twi or Ewe, but knowledge of it
as a second or third language is far from negligible and is probably

increasing, because of the influence of Accra as the capital of Gh
and one of the chief centres of education, P chana

GA-ADANGBE

Adangbe, spoken to the east of the Ga area is a language
thought to be so closely related to Ga that the two are frequently
listed as one language "Ga-Adangbe". The language described in this
. course is Ga properly so called, as spoken by one native of, Labadi, a
Ga towm. :

ORTHOGRAPHY AND TRANSCRIPTION

. The transcription used here departs very little from the accepted
orthography, even when a sound is analysed differently (e. g., W as yw
rather than wy). However, tone, nasality and vowel length have often
been indicated more explicitly than the orthography requires.

CONSONANTS
1. (i) Voiceless stops are plosives, i. e., aspirated;
(ii) Prepalatal stops, plain and labialised, are affricates.

(iii) With the exception t/d, there is no significant difference
in place of articulation between voiced and voiceless correlates.
t, however, is a denti-alveolar articulation with tongue-tip
down, while d is an alveolar articulation with tongue-tip up.

(iv) Alveolar, Palatal and Velar stops have fronted and retracted
allophones depending on the following vowel. : '

2. Labial velars are of the velaric ingressiﬁe and puimonic egressive
type. '

3. The following articulations are all made whilst the tongue-tip is
down: ny, s, =z, .fy, and the affricates, : o

4. 1 and r are allophones of the same phoneme; only 1 occurs in word-initial
position, . L : '

1
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VOWELS

l. 1In relation to the Cardinal Vowels, the phonetic values of the Ga
oral vowels may be charted on the Vowel Diagram as follows:

i\ \ ﬂu

TABLE II: Diagram of the Ga Oral Vowels

2, ¥, 3@, 4, are the nasal counterparts of i, a, d, respectively. ¢ is
midway between e and ¢, but is comparatively retracted. J is midway
between o and 9, and is comparatively fronted. :

3. All the above are pure vowels. What may sometimes be heard as phonet-
ic diphthongs and triphthongs are treated in this course as successions of

pure vowels:

faf. ‘'hat' hdu. ‘'girdle'

4. Similarly, all the above vowels are uniformly short. In this course,
what may be heard as phonetically longer vowels are treated as
successions of like vowels:

bd. 'hole' is a monosyllabic word

ba. 'to come' 1is a mbnosyllabic word-
bdu.  'mosquito neﬁ' is a disyllabic ﬁord
baa. ‘'coming' is a disyllabic word |

badd. ‘crocodile' is a trisyllabic word

TONE

Tone is a property of the syllable and, depending on the type of
syllable, is marked on the vowel or on the syllabic consonant (mostly
nasals). An initial high tone in a sentence is marked; unmarked sentence.
initial tones are low. Other unmarked syllables have the same pitch as
the last marked syllable preceding them; this principle carries across
word boundaries. Thus the tones of

(i)'/nyE yiwala‘déqn/ are low-low-low~low-high-high-high.
(ii) Afikif{kb/ are high-1low-high-1low.
-
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(iii) /ébi gbeké 1¢ ba bi¢ ny€ gbéke/ are high-high-high-mid-low-1low-
high-low=low-high-1low.

Notice that this scheme admits of more than one level of Mid between
High and Low:

(iv) /midzd gbekéii 1¢ ahe/ are high-mid-same-mid-same-mid-low-
low-1low.

Ga makes use of 3 level tones: High /°/, Mid /'/, Low /*/.

A High tone implies higher pitch, and therefore usually sounds more
prominent in a sequence than a Low tone. The Low tone has two allophones:
a low tone in pause is accompanied by glottal constriction,

A Mid tone is always a very slight drop in pitch (about a semi-tone)
from a preceding higher pitch, and is never glottalised. The 'preceding
higher pitch" is either a High tone or another Mid tone: a Mid tone

' never occurs after a Low tone and is never initial in a sentence or iso-

lated word. A Mid tone is therefore like a High tone that has slipped a
semitone in pitch below the immediately preceding‘High.

~'The symbol ™ represents a glide to Low tone which must occur after
any High tone syllable that immediately precedes certain words in the
utterance.

These possibilities are all summarised in the following diagram.

-."‘1“\

TABLE III: Tone Diagram 1: Terracing

Notice the dovmward 'terracing' of the top pitches of the sentence if a
lower. pitch intervenes. , : A

The sequence High-High (1eve1 high pitch) seems to present the most

difficulty ‘for speakers of stress-using languages, who tend - to reduce force

after one strong (High) syllable,
The sequence Low=Low (level low pitch) presents a similar diffi-

culty. Successive Low tones apparently drop slightly in actual pitch
and usually it is only the last of them that has the tell-tale

4
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glottalisation of the Low tone. Even if the foreign ear gets an im-
pression of a slight fall, no conscious attempt should be made to re-
produce it since such an attempt may be heard by a Ga speaker as an
actual fall (High-Low or Mid-Low).

In this course, what may be heard as phonetically rising or falling
pitches are regarded as composites of the three level tones. E£ince
there can be a rise in utterance pitch only after a Low tone, and any
rise is interpreted as Low-High, the actual phonetic range of rise that
constitutes a Low-High sequence can be very small. Such narrow ranges
are standard in spoken Ga in the earlier parts of the utterance, for
example initially. But they are even more important because they are
characteristic of the Casual Style, the style of 'normal' everyday
speech and conversation, particularly Statement sentences. They
contrast sharply with the corresponding ranges in the Emphatic Style,
particularly Question sentences, where the pitch intervals between High
and Low tones can be considerable.

An important modification to the tonal diagram above is necessary.
The utierance is not terraced out ¢f hearing in a collapsing of High
with Low tone. Pitches remain level only when tomes succeed themselves
(M-H in the case of Mid). A subsequent High tone can be lower in pitch
than a previous one when a Low or a Mid have intervened, and a subsequent
Low tone can be lower in pitch than a previous one when a High or a High-
Mid glide has intervened. The pitch pattern of the whole utterance is
thus more like a downward drift from beginning to end:

TABLE IV: Tone Diagram 2: Downdrift

(The broken lines indicate the area of possible occurrence of H after L.)

Finally, it should be remembered that although every syllable in
every utterance has a tone, the same syllable does not necessarily have

the same tone in every utterance, The tone can be different depending
upon the grammatical context. ’
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LESSON ONE
Listen. ldentify. Repeat.

Drill 1: High and Low Tones; Simple Consonants and Vowels. Remember, un-
marked syllables have Low tone, if not preceded by other syllables.

1. wi, ' tomorrow’ 4. la. "fire'
2. wo, "we' 5. wie "bone"
3. 14. "blood" 6. Wu. 'husband'

Drill 2: Pay particular attention also to the vowels /3/, /e/, /e/, and
vowel length (these words are all monosyllabic and have single vowel

1. tec.  'father' 7. bi. "child’
2. tso. 'trée' 8. bd. 'hole'
3. tsi. ‘sceptre’ 9. hé. 'place’
4. he. 'waist' 10. té. ‘stone’
5. to. ‘bottle’ 11. kd. 'group’
6. bo. ‘you' (sg.) 12. sd. "type’

Drill 3: High Tones.

1. bi. 'Agk!’ &4. bd. '"Wear it!'
2. bd. "Come!’ 5. 14. 'Sing!’
3. wi. ‘Sleept’ 6. £6. '"Weep:'

Drill 4: High, Mid and Low Tones. Pay attention to the range of pitch
within the sequences High-Mid, Low-High. Remember that there are no
sequences Low-Mid, Mid-High; what you may hear as these intervals will
be marked as Low-High in the text.

1. papé. 'father’ 4. sisa. 'ghost'
2. papa. 'fan' 5. wolo. "book'
3.'fito. 'pepper’ 6. dadé. 'iron'

6
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'guava’ 9.‘f{kﬁf{kb. 'hiccough'
8. 1414. 'song' 10. éwdlé 1¢. 'your book'
Drill 5: Tones in short sentences.

1. ele l&e. 'he knows him' 6. wibl 12. 'we have asked him'

2. elé 12. 'he does-not-know him' 7. wibi 1&. 'let us ask him'
3. é12 1. 'he has come to knov 8, wikabi 1¢. 'let us not ask him'
him
4. wobi 1&. 'our child' 9. ebf 1& da. 'her child is big'
5. wobi 1&¢. 'we asked him' 10. ebfi 14 edd. 'her child has grown
big
LESSON IWO

Listen. Identify. Repeat.

Drill 6: Simplé Consonants and Vowels.

1. dadé. ‘iron' 6. tita. 'gums '
2. fufs, 'milk', ‘breast’ 7. hela. ''i1lness'
3. kotokd. 'pocket' 8. tokoti. - 'sandal'
4. adéka. "box' 9, 1512. "lorxy'
5. tsitsi. ‘'chest' 10. welé. 'hide'

Drill 7: Simple Consonants and Vowels.

1. wolo. 'book' 6. wala. '1ife'

2. wolo. 'egg' 7. éwilu. 'a big thing'
3. yele. 'yam' 8. tse 'father’

4. abé. | ‘proverb' 9. abekd. 'left'

5. qfiki. " 'chance'$'dice’ 10. okesé ! fashion'

Drill 8: Labial Velar Consonants: /kp/, /gb/. (For description of their
pronunciation, see under 'consonants' in the Introduction.)

1. akpakpd. ' pawpaw’ 4. kpé. '12-yd. bale of cloth’
2. ékpakpa. 'a good thing' 5. kpo. 'court-yard'
3. akpakpd kpakpa. 'a good pawpaw' 6. kpS. 'knot'




7. agbé. '‘gate’ 11. gbd. 'road’

8. agbo. 'big' 12. gbéke. 'evening'
9. agbé agbo. 'big gate' 13. gbogbo. 'wall'
10. gbé. - 'water-pot' 14. gbo. 'guest’
Drill 9: Long and Short Vowels.

1. bd. - 'hole' 6. kadd. 'crab’

2. .bdu. '"mosquito-net’ 7. waédd. 'snail’

3. baa. - 'leaf' | " 8. bi. 'child'
4;“kéa. ‘car' 9. bii. 'children’
5. badd. 'crocodile’ 10. d4A. 'mouth’

(Numbers 5, 6 and 7 are written in the
vowels only: viz, baa, kaa, waa.)

Drill 10: Long and Short Vowels.

1. g3d. 'cemetery’ 5.
2. yaa. 'fishing-net' 6.
3. loo. "fish'¢ 'meat' 7.
4. yoo. 'woman ' 8.

Drill 11: Long and short vowels in sentences.

official orthography with two

too.
Ho9.
yoO.

gbeéo

1. eba. 'he came.' 6. ebda\.
2. eeba. 'he is coming.' 7. wob{ 1&.
3. ebaa. 'he comes.' 8. wob{i 1e&.

4., eébd. 'he may come.'

5. ébd. ‘'he has come.' 10. etdkde pii.

9. et5ké piio

'sheep'; 'goat’
'saturday’
"beans'

ldogl

'he did not come.'
've asked him,'

'we didn't ask him,'’
'she muttered a lot,'

'she didn't mutter much,’

(Thegg examples show why it is important not to drawl in Ga.)

LESSON THREE

Listen. Identify. Repeat.

Drill 12: Oral and Nasél Vowels.

1. ga. ‘ring' 2,

'Ga'

2
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3. gbé.
4, gbé.

5. su.

6. si.

'water-pot’
' face-mark'’
"kind'

'soil’

7. ek$.

8. ekd.

9. fia.
r3)

10. J‘zs.

Drill 13: Nasal Vowels after Nasal Consonants.

1. mu.
2. mimJ.
3. miof.
4. méé.
5. lamd.
6. nii.

7. nad.

'oil'
"breath’
'mother’
'castle’
'dream'
'water'

lmanl

8. nye.

9. ny@mé.

12. 'qms .

13. n’f'qm\aﬁo

Drill 14: Nasal Consonants and Oral Vowels.

1. lamo.
2. m3mi.
3. naa.
4. noo.
5. énold.

'vapour"'
'cloth'
'intelligence',

'skill'
'salt’

'yellowish-green'

6. méb.
7. b 18

8. moko.

9. ndkd.

Drill 15: Nasal Consonants and Oral Vowels.

1. T‘mé °
2. 'qmee °
3. T]mé °

4. T]méo

5. nminmi.

'palm-nut’
'thorn’

'kernel’

'aroma’

'panic', 'fear'

Listen.

6. séné.
7. séné.
8. séne.

9. kiné

 10. wina.
LESSON FOUR

Identify.

mS.

Repeat.

'he took it.'

'he bit it.'
'sand’

"house'

'mother'
'sibling’
‘wife'
"1agoon-crab’
'farm'

'writing'

'well done!l'
'agk him, then!'
'someone’

'something’

‘pillow’

1 fox!

'story’
"1light'

*doubt’

Drill 16: Succession of Vowels. The succession vowel + i on a riéing
pitch is pronounced rapidly and sounds phonetically like a diphthong.

9




1. sef. 'chair’ 6. toi. 'ear'’

2. lei. 'tail’ 7. tsui. 'heart’

3. fai. "hat' 8. fél. 'part’

4. lai. ' firewood' 9. bil. ‘children’
5. fofof. 'flower’ ~10. nkpédl. "libation’
Drill 17: Vowel + i.

1. k1. "hoe' 6. gai. 'rings'

2, gsl. "to burp' 7. looi. "£ish(es)’
3. tél. 'multiplication’ 8. tooi. 'sheep' (pl.)
&. téi. ‘guns' 9 séfi "chairs'
5. tsei. “trees' 10. fofofl. 'flowers'
Drill 18: Succession of Vowels: Vowel + 0.

1. amiS. ‘it is taken orally.'

2. eyido m3. 'he believes in corporal punishment.'
3. eféd ohé. ‘she is a flirt.'

4. ekeo m3 nit. 'he is generous.'

5. etséd ogbel daa. 'she always mentions you.'

6. eled tooi. 'he breeds sheep.'

7. eldd waa. 'he singeAvery well.'

8. efaa.fiké. 'he is a money-lender.'

9. qfﬁéb'fiké miq. 'he is a big spender.'

10. efoo Ga yaa.

11. efdd daa néé.

12. eboo m3 toi.

13. etsi$ nit. 'he works.'

Drill 19: Final Nasals.

1. kpéi. 'fishing-hook' 2,
10

'she is always weeping.'

'he takes deice.'

k64

'he goes to Accra quite often.’

'corner'

gt S e O s P e b Sl S




3. wid. 'jufu' 9. kpiy. 'cane rat’

4. 8. 'darkness’ 10. s3y. ‘prawns’
5. ny3d. 'slave’ 11. nmon. ‘tick', 'lice’
6. g3n. 'mountain’ 12. kon. 'horn'
7. min. "town' 13. wany. 'grey hair'
8. ts&y. 'beard’ 14. gboy. 'limb’, 'loin’
15. addy. 'monkey’
Drill 20: Final Nasals.
1. é£eé ding. 'he is quiet' 6. fiqn. ‘clear’
2. éfeR j&qq. ~ 'he is still’ 7. sdqy. '‘a lot'
3. éylwala d¥pn. 'thank you' 8. tiyn.  'black'
4o quq. ‘afar’ 9. gblénn. 'strong' (of smell)
5. nﬁnq. 'immediately’ 10. heny. 'strong' (of pepper
or hot food)

LESSON FIVE

e O S g 2 P e g

Listen. 1Identify. Repeat.

Drill 21: Labialised Consonants. %

1. tswél, 'mustache’ 7. wién® (ywiémé). 'speech’, 'language’ %
2. tswél. 'hair' 8., wirim3% "rouw!' '
(ywirim3). !

3. Atswéi. (girl's name) o
9, eewére 1a 'he is warming him- :
4. dzwEnm3. 'thought’ (eeywére 13). self before the fire' {
5. dzwél. ‘grass' 10, kwakwé. "mouse’ 1

6. adzwamin. 'prostitution’ | 5

Dri;l 22:

F 1. kdkwdi. 'cooking-pot' 5. ehwiln enfne. 'he sprained his ankle,'
2. kwod. 'elimb.'’ 6. nweT. 'sky’
3. gwantéq. 'lamb’ 7. qwétghwgtﬁo 'stippled' g
4. gwibdo 'assembly’ 8. [wind. 'afternoon’ g

11
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9. fwélfwel. 'ragged’ 10. éfwi. 'he is fat.'

Drill 23: Succession of Vowels.

1. 4f§1é 18, 'he has been sacked' 5. nilde. 'knowledge'
2, ewied pii. 'he talks a lot' 6. n 12 t62 keba. 'the water
gushed out.'
3. gbeébi. 'puppy’ . .
7. niYt 1¢ pde. 'the man
4. leébd. 'morning’ appeared . '
Drill 24:
1. Jia1d, 'preacher' 5. etiu am@. . 'he pursued them.'
2. 6tsié enf:. 'you have woken him' 6. bidu. 'mosquito-net'
up . l
3. kue. 'neck'’ 7. anZhuu ta. 'they waged war.'
be sece. 'back'
Drill 25: 1, r in variant forms.
1. mlu. mulu.  'dust’ 6. bls. bols. 'broom'
2. ml4. mald. 'law'; 'guts' 7. plé. 'a bird'
3. 1%, hrd. 'early’ 8. plikod. 'nail’
4. blodo. brodo. ‘'bread’ 9, f1i. fd1a. 'sore'! -
5. ablé. abelé. 'corn' 10. f13. £513.  'hole'
LESSON SIX |

Listen. Identify. Repeat.

Drill 26: Successions of Vowels.

fo i

1. ohid. | 'poverty’ 6. nyébba mitof. 'listen to me!l'
2. atid. 'cashew-nut’ 7. afud. "mist’
| 3. nyébia 1le. 'ask him!' . 8. Akda. (a female name)
" 4 nyéﬁéa W,  'wait for us!' 9, atif, 'defiance’

5. nyébda m5d€mm. 'try hard:’

12




Drill 27: 1, r in variant forms.

1. akekré. 'man's headband'
akek1é.

2. k1a. kila. ‘spirit'
kra. '

3. ny‘klba. 'take them:'
nyckolda.

4. efli. efri. 'he got excited'

5. fleqle. 'very fluid'
nélenele.

Drill 28: Successions of Vowels.,
1. £18. ' junior’

2. dioo. diqq. 'quiet’

3. biblébo. 'small’

4o Qf{od\! "hey, Ashil'

Drill 29: Successions of Vowels.

1. féo. 'beauty’

2. bébdo. 'a kind of
shellfish'

3. 13d, 'bedsheet’

4. héO’o héu . ! girdle '

Drill 30: 1, r in variant forms.

1. trema. 'cowrie'
télema.

2. dzra. 'price’
dzala.

3. sre. sele. ':o swim'

4. yra. yala. ‘'mourning’

7.
8.

9

5.
6.
7.

5.
6.
7.

5.
6.

7.

13

eﬁ lé o %ﬂélé o

nle. nele.

ehld. ehuld.

ehr(l .

hlenn. helenn.

hreﬂﬂ °

méd.

té dysd tEew.

feéfeo.

ehao le.
abifdo.

téc.

atswré.
atswelé.

dzvrem’
dzwélemS.
aﬁ ﬁreo
amé|wéle.

'it got charred.'
"level’

'he jumped.'

‘radiant', 'flooded
with light'

'sixpence’
'how are you?'

'beautiful’

'he worried her'

'tiny tot'

Ytax'

'fist'
'‘greeting’

'they flourished.'
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LESSON SEVEN

Dialogue 1l: Greetings.

A: Miﬂﬂa.bb. 'I greet you.'

B: Minheled n3. 'I respond.'

A: Té dysd t&en. '"How are you?'

B ME ye d;ogbann. ~'I am well.'

A: Té omimi y33 t&en. 'How is your mother?'

B: Eye dzogbann. 'She is well.' |

| Vocabulary

1. mi. ' 6. ydd. - 'to be' i
2. nd, 'greet' | 7. ye. "to be'
3. bo. 0. . 'you' (sg.) 8. dzogbamy. ‘'well'
4. hére...n3. 'respond’, :reply': 9. mami. "mother’ i
5. téesetECN. "how? ' aneuer 10. e. ., 'she', 'he'g"iﬁ' é

Notes

1. Greeting people is an important part of Ga etiquette. One who does 4
not greet as he should is considered boorish, unfriendly, antisocial. ;
Not greeting someone, or not responding to his greet1ng, is a way of
expressing extreme displeasure with him. - :

2. The greetings and responses in the Dialogue are. general ones that can ' |

be used by anybody at any time. If more than one person were involved 7
i on either side, however, changes in pronouns would be necessary. ;

Dialogue 2: One person greeting two or more. : " - E
Greeting: A: anqa_hyé. 'I greet you (pl.).'( | :
Reéﬁoﬁse:" B & C: anhéléb n3. '"We respond.' | f

Dialogue 3: Two or more people greeting one person:
Greeting: B & C: Wanqé bd. 'We greet you.' . :

§ Response: A: anhele ny? n3. 'I respond to you.'

(The above are suitable for classroom use between college students and
their professor.)

14




Dialogue 4: Two or more people g:egting and replying:

A & B: Wonné nyZ. 'We greet you.'
C & D: Wonhéle ny¢ n3. 'We respond.'

Drill 31: Take turns at greeting and answering in Ga.

Dialogue 5: The person whose health is inquired after can be varied
as appropriate.

A: Té opépé y55 teeN, 'How is your fathéf?'

Eye dzogbann. 'He is well.'
Té dn3 ysb t¥&N.  ° 'How is your wife?'

'She is well.'

B

=

Eye dzogbénn. 
Také'turné at inquiring after the health of different people

1

Drill 32:
and answering.

LESSON EIGHT

1. Greetings and responses appropriate for certain times of day:

(i) Morning: . A: Mé5nin. '"Morning'

| B: Mﬁﬁniq. o 'Mbrning'
(ii) Evening: A: Gidlivin. 'Good evening.'
¢ Gddlivin. - 'Good evening.'

These English borrowings are in common use. The traditional Ga .
greetings, still heard from old people and in places where these

things are preserved, are:

(iii) Early morning, immediately after waking up:

A: Avdy? or Owdi? "How was your sleep?’

B: Mi".wbn hi. - : "My sleep was good.'
(iv) During the day:

avwgEnth? . 'How s this tom?’

B: My dzo. '"The town is peaceful.’

15
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LESSON EIGHT

1. Greetings and responses apprOpriate for certain times of day:

(i) Morning: A: M33niy. 'Morning. '
B: Méﬁniq.' " 'Morning.'

(ii) Evening: A: Gddiivin. 'Good evening.'
B: Gudlivin. 'Good evening.'

are in common use. The traditional Ga greet1ngs,

These English borrowings
le and in places where these things are preserved,

still heard from old peop
are:

(iii) Early morn1ng, 1mmediatelx after waking ug

A: Awén? or Owﬁq. . "How was your sleep?
. B: Mrwbq hi. o L My‘sleep was gooé.h:
(1v) During the day: | |
A: MAEn{H? s ..l*'How is this town?'
'B: May dzo. " "The town is peaceful.’
2. Other greetings in general use: |

(i) Before entering a house, a_room, Or anx glace°

A: Agoo. (Entrance requested.)

B: AmgZ. ' (Enttanée"graﬁted.)

(ii) On taking leave, at any time:

A: Miyabd. 'T am going.'’
B: Yaiba dzogbayne - - - 'Go.well.' "

(iii) On taking leave, at nigg :
A: Miyawdo 7 'I am off to bed.'
B: Yadwd dzogbann. 'Sleep well.'.

(iv) xgress1ng congratulations on work done or in progress:

A: Ahékoo. | 'Well done!'
B: Yaa éd. "Thanks . '

16
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(v) Expressing thanks:
A: Oylwala dSyn. "Thank you.'

Wobé I?daa.' | '"There is no need of thanks.'

: (vi) On returning from a journey:

3 _ MA" is the traveller. He shakes hands with the person he is
; exchanging greetings with, and the hand grip is maintained throughout
‘ the exchange: '

} Dialogge 1:

é A:Amérikhbiivuﬁhbib.. 'Greetings from America.'

% B: Yoo. Héni ddzé 27 'Fine. How is it there?’

é A: Bleoco. | "It is'peacefhlo'

g B: Amérikitsen? &2 'And thevAmericans?'

§ A: Amiye dzogbann. '"They are fine.' |

i B: Ond ke 6bil? o 'And youf wife'and your chiidren?'~
; A: AnzféE amiye ‘dzogbany. 'They are all well.'

Drill 33: Take turns at greeting and replying, using the greetings in
this lesson. :

LESSON NINE
Pronouns: Subject, OBject and Possessive Forms

(i) The pérsonal pronoun words are:

;'mi ~ '1', "me' --1st person sing#lar
bo 'you'! =--2nd persén singular
‘1e ‘'he', 'him', 'she'; 'her', 'it'.--3rd pefébn singular
, wo  'we', 'us' --lst person plural
% - ny§  'you' --2nd person plural
%§ - amé - 'they', "them' --3rd person plural
§~ These words can he used either as single-word sentences and phrases or as

: objects of verbs. The plural words retain these forms in all other
4 functions (except for changes in tone) .

| (ii) The singular words have other forms which are prefixed to verbs

17
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when the pronoun is the subject of the verb, and prefixed to nouns when
the pronoun is the possessor of the noun:

1st person singular: mi-, m-, n-, 13- (1i. e., a homorganic nasal,
depending on the place of articulation of the

consonant immediately following.)

2nd person sin r:s o=

3rd person singular: e-

The 1st and 2nd person singular prefixal forms can also be suffixed to
verbs when the pronoun is the object of the verb, especially in rapid
speech. In this style the 1lst person singular is usually the velar
nasal 1y In this course, the 1st person singular pronoun is always
written as /mi/.

(111) There is also an unrestricted personal pronominal prefix, used as
the subject of verbs, which does not specify any restriction of person
or number:

Unrestricted pronoun: a-

Drill 34: Imsert the personal pronoun words in the blank spaces in
the sentences, using the pattern of No. 1. ' |

1. ML né, "That's me.' 4. ____ né. 'That's us.'

2. né. 'That's you (sg.)'. 5. né.' 'That's you (pl.).'

3. né. 'That's him.' 6. ___ nf., 'There they are.’

Drill 35: Insert the personal pronoun words fequi.red to complete the following sentences.
1. N8 __ . 'Here I am.' 4. MR ___;. 'Here we are.'

2. N ___. 'Here you are.' 5. N&% ___. "l-ler‘:e' you are.'

3. N6 ___ . 'Here he is.’ 6. NAX ___+ 'Here they are.’

Drill 36: Substitute the given phrases for those underlined in the
gentence.

Mind bo ye dzém’e!’. 'I saw you at that-place. '
loot o I you. 6. anf i - they me.
2. i le. 1 him. 7. w2  nye. we ou.
3. mi nye. 1 you. 8. nyé mi. you  me,
4.0  ¥.  you uS. 9. ¢ le.  he  her
5.e  amt. she them.

18




Drill 37: Substitute the given phrases for those underlined in the sentence.

Mipapd nd emfint ye dzéne . 'My father saw his mother there.'

l. wotse  amgnye. our_ father their mother,

2. nyényé wonye. your mother our mother.

3. égggi gﬁgﬁg;. your mother  my mother.

4. etse enye. his father his mother.

5. anmfmiimf bpapi. their mother your father.
A nd le ye dzémé. 'Someone saw him there. ’

6. A nx?—:'mﬁm'. Someone your mother.

7. A otse. Someone your father.

8. A o. Someone

You.

LESSON TEN
Pronunciation of 1¢

(i) 1é is a phrase-closing particle, often translated by
English 'the'.

(ii) In slow speech and in reading, 1€ is pronounced as written.

(iii) In ordinary and rapid speech, 1€ is reduced to
a vowel syllable, as follows:

a) After i, u, e, 0, 1, 1é Dbecomes ¢.

b) After ¢, 2, a, lé becomes a reduplication of the preceding
vowel. .

c) After n or a nasal vowel, € is nasalized.

d) ¢ retains the tone of 1€ .

Drill 38: Repeat these phrases after the teacher:

19
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Word[Phrase

1. ntl
2. mi
3. fa{
4. hdu
5. tso
6. ablé

7. adiy

L
'hat'
‘girdle’
"tree'
' '

corn

"monkey’

Drill 39: Repeat

l. etse
2. nye

3. to

4. gbdmd
5. baa

6. dag

7. ebi 1¢

'his father'

'yesterday'
"bottle'
'person’
'leaf’
'alcohol'

'his child'

Slow Speech

Word + 1€’
ndd 14 'the man'
of 18 'as for me'
faf 1¢  'the hat'
hdu 1¢& "the girdle'
tsé "the tree'
ablé 14 'the corn'
adﬁﬂ 1¢  'the monkey'
etsé 1& 'his father'
nyé 1¢ 'yesterday'
t$ 18 'the bottle'
gbﬁmﬁ 1¢ 'the person'
bad 1¢& 'the leaf'
dag 1& 'the alcohol'
eb{ 1¢ 1¢ 'his child'

Find the two examples of reduced 1¢

Ordinary Speech
Word + Reduced 1€

nﬂﬁé
o
faf ¢&
hdu ¢
tsé ¢&
ab1é ¢
addy ¢

eb{ 1& ¢&

"the man'
'as for me'
"the hat'
'"the girdle'
'the tree'
'the corn'

'the monkey'

'his father'
'yesterday’
'the bottle'
'the person'
'the leaf'
"the alcohol'

"his child’

in Lesson Eight, Dialogue 1.

LESSON ELEVEN

Verbs: The Past Tense (cf. Appendix B)

(i) a verb in the Past tense is marked by tone.
have an affix.

The verb root does not

(ii) The tones of verb roots in the Past tense are regarded as their
basic ones, and it is upon these that the roots are grouped into tonal

classes.

A verb root does not necessarily retain its basic Past tenmse

tone throughout all tenses, but its tones in other contexts are related
in fixed ways to the basic tone.

(iii) Past, like Habitual,Progressive and other temnse labels, is a
grammatical term for the verb forms.
the notional meaning of the verb in each tense, they cannot indicate every
possible use of the verb form.
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(iv) The personal pronouns all have low tones when prefixed to a
verb root in the Past tense.

Drill 40: Repeat.
1. Emile.
2. El4.
3. AmEwd.
4. Moko bo.
5. Nif 13 bo.
6. Tete huld.
7. 0s5£8 1& sole.
8. Yoé 12 pdsa he,
9. séwa kind nit 1c f£22.
10. Migbobi baayeld 1¢&.
Drill 41: Repeat.
1. MinZ% bo ye dzéné.
2., Wond amé ye dzémé.
3. Ebi 12 da.
4. Ele le.
5. Ehodé 1do pii.
6. Etd 1 adesd.
7. Mifeé diny.
8. Miba bit nye.
9. Miho mitd I%.
10. Mi mik$ wdlé 1d.
Drill 42: Repeat.
1. Wotee GH¥nE ny¥sce 4fi.
2, Wond méT pii ye dzént.

3. Woyand mintsé 14.

'He lied.'

'She sang.'

"They slept.'

'Someone screamed.'
'Nii{ dreamt about you.'
'"Tetteh jumped.'

'The priest prayed.'

"The woman gossiped about her.'

'Sowa read everything.'

'T hunted the buck,'

'T saw you there.'

'We saw them there.'

"Her child looks big.'

'He knows him.'

'She cooked a lot of meat.'
'She told him a story.'

"I kept quiet.'

'I came here yesterday.'

'T settled m&self in a seat.'

'T am the one who took the book.'

'We went to Chana last year.'

'"We saw many people there.'

'We went and greeted the chief.'
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4. Ehéle wd hemie. '"He welcomed us and made us
feel at home.'

5. Wokeé 14 akd wddze Amérika. 'We told him that we had come
from the U. S."'

6. Wobf 1¢ nIbil pii. 'We asked him many questions.’

7. Egba wo n3£2en3. 'He told us everything.'

8. Ehe dzo. 'He is a gentleman,'

LESSON TWELVE

Dialogue: Names,

A: Ofaf \nf. Té Atséd nAkEY nil 18 2z,
'Excuse me. What is that man called?'

B: Atséd le Atad Kdf{.
'"He is called Ataa Kofi.'

As Méni etsés.
'what work does he do?'

B: Draiva dz{ 12.
'"He is a driver.'

A: NI ebfi 12 hiiv?
'And what about his son?'

B: Atséd le Séwad. Eyeo médti chi¥ etse.
'He is called Sowa. He works as a mate for his father.'

A: NY enf 17
"And his wife?'

B: Ad Dédé, 1léo Akwélényé. Eh%3 nit ye dzrd 1& n3.
'"Madam Dede, or Akwele's Mother. She is a petty-trader in the

market.'
Vocabulary

1. 6£ain né. 'pléase', 'excuse me' 7. dzi. 'is'
2. tsé. 'to call’ | | 8. ni. 'and'
3. nakat, "that' 9. hi. 'also'
4. méni. 'what?' - 10. ye. 'to work as'
5. tst. Yto work' | 11. médti. ‘'mate' (driver's assistant)
6. draiva. 'driver' | 12. h&. "for'; 'to giﬁe;to'
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13. 160, ‘or' 16. nfi. "things', 'wares’

14. h3%w. 'to sell’ 17. dzra.  'market'
15. ye. 'at’ 18. nS. 'on'
Notes

1. Ga_personal names are given according to a clearly defined system. 1f one
knows the system, one can infer certain facts about a person from his name.

2. Day names are names given to people according to the day of the week
on vhich they are born.

Day Male Name Female Name
Sunday quf{ ékqfia
Monday Kodzé Adzua
Tuesday Kwabl3 Ab1d
Wednesday Kwakd Akdd
Thursday Kwao Abd
Friday Kof{ | Afua
Satﬁrday Kwadmi (Kwami) Amd

3. Order names are given according to the order of birth of children of
the same parents, counting boys and girls separately:

Order Male Name Female Name
1st Teté Dedé
2nd Tete Kok$
3rd Merisd Kél

4. Special sets of names indicate certain special circumstances. For
instance, these are the names for twins and single children born after

twins:

Order male Female
The Twins: 1lst Oké; Akwétd  Akwéld
2nd Akddte Akudkd
After Twins: 1st Tdywla (Tawia) Tdywla (Tawia)
2nd &go &go
3rd Ab31) - AbEY
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(Children born after twins use the same names, irrespective of sex.)

5. Clan names, however, are the most important names., Each

clan has 2 sets of names: the generation bearing one set give the
second set to their children; these children in turn give the first
set (the names of their father's generation) to their children. The

Cas are patrilineal,

'ASERE CLAN NAMES: (ASr€ in Accra, K13nd# in Labadi)

_— * SET_ONE $ —SET TW0_ — 1
ggcna_r;; Male Female | Male _Pemale
1 .| Kédté (Rotey) Dei NTflwdi (Nikoi)  Adef
2 | Kétaf (Kotei) KidkS An%, (Amon) RtdSKS
3 Aft Kodkidle | Dz@Enf (Dsani)  KRétaifkdl
4 Afale Kédtsoé | Afdtu KétEftsdo

' AGBAWE CLAN NAMES: (Labadi)

T SET ORE____ —SET_TWO
éugEgL_ Malé. __ Female Male Female
1 Okpoti ~ Adzéld |  Adzef  Atswél |
. {2. Akp3S . Adz8kd Séwa Ayokd
13 Kwei Adzékdl Laasé K&l |
L4 Bo{ Adzétsdo ﬁnﬁq Tsotsdo

6. Vocative Encliticss. When calling people far away by shouting out their
names (e. g. to children at play, to come home), a calling signal

is added to the names, and is prolonged as necessary. The signal is
éee... after a name ending on a low tone, and éoo...™ after a name

ending on a high or mid tone. Examples:

Examples: . . 1. Kofi ooo\. 2. Séwd éee.

Drill 43: Call the following people to come, using the appropriate
calling signal: (m., f£., indicate male, female names respectively.)

1, Kae. (m) 4, Afale.  (m) 7. fm¥. ' (m)
2, Adei. (£) 5. Akwélénye.(f) 8. Booba (m, f)

3. Tdwla. (m, £) 6. Ami. (f)
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(1) A verb in the Habitual tense is marked by the suffix /o/.
The suffix has the form /a/ when the £inal vowel of the root is /a/.
The suffix is nasalised if the root vowel is nasal.

(ii) The Habitual tense suffix has low tone, but this tone is
assimilated to mid when it occurs between two high tones.

Drill 44: Repeat.

1. Enfled.

2. El4a, .

3. Ed4a miy gbéd.

4. NI? 12a dda minke.

56 Gbﬁmé 1% soled Ili énlin® déa gbi. 'The fellow prays five times daily.'

6. Atséd le Tete.

7. Yoé 1& tdkeo.

8. Yoé 1t pésad.

9. Mol £6d le.
10. Efwio o3,

Drill 45: Repeat.

i. Emiled wohe déa ﬂéé.

2, Mént gbéd nZke.

3. E143 waa.

4. E144 1aldi $rdtoidrdtoi.
5. NIf 1aa gb¥m@T érbtéiérbtoi.
6. NIf 12a dda miinke.

7. Tete huldd ts¥.

8. Yoé 1¢ t8leots$.

9, Nif 12 tdkdo fe eﬁé L.

10. Tete t8m¥% ke hewale.

Verbs: The Habitual Tense

/

LESSON THIRTEEN

'"He tells lies.'
'She sings.'
'He is a loud-mouth.'

'Nii dreams every night.'

'His name is Tetteh.'

'The woman is fond of grumbling.'

"The woman gossips.'

'What ails him?'

'ft's fattening.'

'He is always misrepresenting us.'

'what is that loud noise?’

'She is an excellent singer.'

'She sings songs of many different types.'
"Nii dfeams about all sorts of people.’
'Nii dreams every night,'

'Tetteh jumps too much.'

"The woman is too fond of grumbling.' é
'The man complained more'than his wife.' }

'Petteh jumps with all his strength.'
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Drill 46: Insert in the sentences below the Habitual tense form of the verbs

given in parenthesis.
1. E fiké. (fa. 'lend'; 'borrow') 'He is a moneylender.'

1
2. Gbeé nec . dda afi. (£5. 'give birth') 'This dog has puppies
o every year.'

3. Ny3nmo wia ye bfé. (n€. 'to rain') 'It rains heavily here.'
4. Kofi nit oys. (kénd. 'to read') 'Kofi reﬁdé fast.'
5. Kofi wdlo oyd. (kéné. 'to read') 'Kofi reads books fast.'

6. Nim> bd fe le. (stim3. 'to love') 'Who loves you more than she
does?'

7. Nimd bd fe ie. (sm3. 'to serve') 'Who serves you better than
| , she does?' . .

8. Gb3mI _. ké etd le. (hdkd. 'yawn') ‘A person yawns when he is
tired.

Driil'47:-kepeat; Habitual tense forms are.uhderlihed.

1. Atséd le Koff. | 'Mis name is Kofi.'

.zié.iEfsé% nfi Qe yunivésiti lé. 'He teaches at the university.'
3. Ekaséd nI{ daa gﬁeké. | 'He studies every night;" |
4. Miyda G3 dda Hdgbaa. 'L go to Accra every Suﬁda);.'

5. Miyahéd ntY ye dzrd 12 n3. 'I shop in the market.'

6. Anctswaa wo teliféh dda gbi. 'They call us on the telephone every day.'
—— M lney call :

7. MenY etstB? 'What work does he do?'

8. Egbuo tsini abif y Pékdase. 'He is a veterinary doctor at Pokoase.'

LESSON FOURTEEN

Some Tonal Changes

1. 1€ : The syllable immediately preceding the phrase-closing particle
1é always has a higher pitch than that of 1¢é . A syllable that has
low tone in other contexts therefore has high tone if it happens to

precede 1¢é in the stream of speech. The high tone of 1é when in

"isolation is therefore realised as mid tone when not in isolation.

This mid tone is not affected when in final position. In medial

-position, however, it can be assimilated to the low tone of the syllable

that follows it.
26
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Drill 48; Repeat Drill 39 of Lesson Ten. Notice the tonal changes
in all phrases except numbers 3, 4 and 6.

Drill 49: Repeat. Notice the tonal similarities (and differences)
traceable to the fact that different words can precede 1é. |

1. WS 14 wdbadyd. (wo. 'we') 'As for us, we will go."'

2. W5 18, wdbadyd. (wS. 'tomorrow') ‘Tomorrow, we will go.'
3. Eb{ydé 1&. (bf. 'child'; yoo. 'female'; e. 'his') 'His daughter.'

4. Ebi ydé 1&. (bf. 'to ask'; yoo. 'female'; e. 'he') 'He asked the woman. '
5. Ebf 18 bi 1&. 'His child's offspring.’

6. Ebi 1¢ b{ 1¢. 'His child asked him.’

2. dz{ . 'to be'. Except in combination with certain connectives, dzi
is always immediately preceded by a lower pitch than its own. This lower
pitch takes the form of the high-to-low glide “ when the syllable

preceding dz{ has high tone. The same applies to a mid tone, but a
mid tone syllable can in this context also be assimilated to low.

Drill 50: Repeat. ' ' y

1. Ebi\ dzi 12. 'She is his child.’

2. Draiva dz{ 12. 'He is a driver.' é
3. Néni mim%ﬁ dz{ flké. | | _ "What I am waiting for is money. ' ;é
4. Gbékdw dzi mdnf £2én. 'Junior was the'one who did it.' ,é
5..fitd\ dz{ nokd ni'ﬁisﬁmSS waa. 'Pepper is something I like very much. ' i

oo aflomem e . ) ,
3. n&: 'to be this'. The same tonal changes occur before n¢ as before dzi.

Drill 51: Repeat.

o’

1. Ebix né. "This is his child.' 4, Géwdn nE. 'This is guava.’ é
2, Ofaf~ né. 'Please; excuse me.' 5. HénY mAwd nZ. 'This is where I /
‘ , shall sleep.’ 1

3. Gbogbo né. 'This is a wall.' 6. Bonf dzin n€. 'That's the way ;
it is.' o

LESSON FIFTEEN 9

Verbs: Progressive Tense.

(i) A verb in the Progressive Temse is marked by the prefix mil
(written ¢ after the lst person singular pronoun mi).

27
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(ii) In speech the Progressive Tense prefix is reduced to 3 ora
nasal homorganic with the succeeding consonant. In slow speech, miq

is a variant of mii.

(iii) After the 2nd and 3rd person singular pronouns, the Progressive
Tense prefix has the same form as the pronoun. . .

Drill 52: Repeat these sentences. Progressive tense forms are underlined.

1.- Eeye dSktd ye Tema. ~ 'He is serving as a doctor at Tema.'
. 2. Qotsi mihi¥. . 'You are blocking my line of yision.'
3. Ootsié ahi. . "You are disturbing her sleep.' .
4. NG 1& miTba ékdnn. ~ 'The man is coming again.'.
5..Ké gewié 1¢, bd 1¢ toi. 'When she is sgeaking, hsten to her.'
6. Nt ge_-:_]_mj_ n’ﬁ l‘é,v k&ibi 1&@&'&. Smce she is wr1t1ng, don t ask her
) . ) yet.

Drill 53: Insert the Progressive tense form 'o'f each verb in the sentence
given. (Root-final mid tones are assimilated to low by immediately

following low tones in the sentence.)

Example: WO GH. (ya) Wamﬁz'a c3I. 'We are going to Accra.
1. E fika min. (Jwe) 'He is squandering money.

2. Nysnmo ___ wé.a ye dzem’é. (ne) 'It is ra1ning very heavﬂy there.
3. Amé ___ 'AmEtse‘. (f6) 'They are lamentmg the1r father. '

4. Mihe m. (t"'rt‘i") 'T am on tenterhooks. L

5. Kofi ______ wdlo. (k“a"né) 'Kofi is reading a book. '

6. Kofd ______ nft. (kfnd) ‘'Kofi is reading.' |

7. ML ____ bd. (sum3) . 'I love you.',

8, Moko ______ sdm. _(ts‘i"né) 'Someone keeps sneezing.'

2;1_1_-1__5_4_: Repeat.

1. }éiyé. ' am going.'

2. M'i’iyé Iié. 'f am going heme.:'

3. Mﬁyh G¥. 'I am going to Accra.'

4. MiImé, 'I am wai't&ing.",

5. MiTmE lole. 'I am waiting for a lorry.'
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6. MiTm¢ nye. 'I am waiting for you.'
7. Mftkpa. 'T am giving it up.'

8. MfTkpa n;félem%. 1 am giving up smoking.'
9. Miikpa d¥%num3. 'I am stopping drinking.'

LESSON SIXTEEN

Dialogue: Asking for Words.

A: Té atséd en? yt G3 min téen. 'What is this called in Ga?'

B: End\, 4loo enZ. 'This, or this?’

A: EnZ. 'This.’
]

B: Atséd le kiné. "It is called kané.

A:*Kﬁn’é......l(ﬁné......?

B: Daabi. Kané. 'No. K3né.'

A: K3né.
B: Ehég o' Kﬁné. ' 'Yes . | Kﬁné ® '

A: Té atséd finger y& G min ¢é%\. 'Wnat is finger called in Ga?’

B: Atséd le waéd. "It is called wad.'
A: Té 3kéd ak! The man 1it a lamp yt G3 min téen.
'Hoﬁ does one say The man 1lit a lamp in Ga?'

B: Akéd akd: NS 12 su k3né. '"One says: ete.'

. Té,hké5 aké The man bought three lamps y& cd min tée~.

B: Akéd aké: Mg 1t né kEnél etd. 'One says, etc.'

"How, etc.’

>

Vocabularx’
1. énZ, 'this' | ISi'éké. . "that'
2. 4lo0s ‘or' 6. SU- Yto light'
3. Kdné, 'lamp', 'light' 7. hén, 'to bu&"
. b4, keén, Tto say'  ; 8.'ét€. .'threg'
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Notes:

1. tsé 'to name, to call'; keén 'to say':

(1) tsé is used in asking for or giving the names of entities, the
equivalents of nouns and noun phrases in English.

(ii) keén 18 used in asking for or giving the equivalents of other
single words or phrases and sentences in English.

Drill 55: Elicit the Ga equivalents of the English words and phrases,
substituting the given forms in the appropriate frames.

Prame A: Asking.

(1) Té atséd (yt GE mIn) téa\.
(11) Té akéd (ake) (vt G& mIn) téan.

(Phrases in brackets are optional.)

Frame B: Answering.

(1) Atséd 1le .
(11) Akéd ake .
1. ‘finger' waéd. 9, 'yes' . ehéZ,
2, 'arm' nine. 10. ‘eye' hfnméi .
3. 'Come here.' b4 bid, 11. 'thank you' éylwala dSnn.
4. ‘shoulder’ k3% 12. 'again' ékdmn
5. 'It doesn't matter.' éfle nokd. 13. 'legs' nadzy ¢
6. 'head’ yitsd, 14. ‘tongue’ 1{1&4 s
7. 'ear"/ tof. 15. "How do you do?' Té dysd tEen.
8. 'no’ daab{.

LESSON SEVENTEEN
Nouns: Tonal Classes

In most sentences, most nouns retain their Statement citation
tones, both for singular and plural forms. Differences between sentence-
included tones of nouns and their Statement citation tones are mostly (i)
tonal assimilations by certain immediately following words (cf. Lesson
Fourteen); or (ii) tonal assimilations by immediately following tomes
(e.g. a low tone assimilating a preceding mid tone to low).
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Since a syllable has only one tone, the tonal classes recognized for
words depend on the number and kind of syllables in the words. Ga
syllables are of 2 kinds: (i) v (ii) cv.

A V_syllable consists of a single phoneme. This phoneme can be

(a) any vowel, (b) any nasal consonant.

A CV_syllable consists of one vowel phoneme preceded by one
consonant phoneme. For this purpose, labialised, labial velar and
similar consonants represented with digraphs and trigraphs are regarded
as single consonant phonemes. The consonant 1, however, is always a
single consonant phoneme and therefore does not belong to the same
syllable as an immediately preceding consonant phoneme.

These aré all of syllabic shape CV, but of 2 tone

Monosyllabic Nouns:
classes: (i) High (ii) Low

Examples: High Low
bi, 'child' ta. 'war'
té. 'stone’ gbo. 'stranger, guest'
kpS. "inot* nud. 'farm’
nmé, 'palm-nut’ tso. 'tree’
gbé. "pimple’ g3. 'Ga’
fé. .sugar-cane'

All 5 possible tone classes occur:

Disyllabic Nouns: Singular nouns.
(iv) Low-High; (v) High-Mid

(i) High-High; (ii) Low-Low; (iii) High-Low;

In syllabic composition, they are of 3 kinds:
(a) Vv cv (most frequently tone class iv)
(b) cvv (most frequently tone class ii)
(c) CV CV (most frequently tone class iv)

Examples:

(a) V. CV: the first syllable of such nouns is either a, e, 0, Oor a
homorganic nasal:

(i) High-High: &fi. ‘year'; énZ. 'this thing'; otsi- ‘week'.

(ii) Low-Low: qu= 'sea'; agba. 'stall'; ago. 'velvet'.

(1i1) High-Low: ény3: 'two'; édzwe.'four'.
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(iv) Low-High: abé., 'proverb'; agbé. 'gate'; ayé. 'witch;
nkd. 'shea-nut butter'; om3. 'rice'; ohd: 'hundred'.
(v) High-Mid: ékd. 'some's; ét. 'three'.

(b) CV V: the second syllable of such nouns, when a nasal consonant,
is always written 1 .

(i) High-High: bdu. 'mosquito-net'; hdu: 'girdle'; JYa. 'sand’'.
(ii) Low-Low: d¥%. 'drink'; baa. 'leaf'; qoo. 'salt';
dzoo. 'valley'; nw€i. 'sky'; g¥n- 'mountain’;
mdne 'town'; tsEne 'beard’'.
(iii) High-Lows 1555 'bedsheet'; méd. 'sixpence'.
(iv) Low-High: gbeé. 'dog'; fai. 'hat'; s2f. 'chair'.
(v) High-Mid: dzwél. 'grass'; dff. 'darkness'.

(c) CV v
(i) High-uigh:‘fita. 'pepper’; stine. 'pillow’; kit¥. 'oath’.

(ii) Low-Low: wolo. 'book'; gbFmBc 'human being'; s3ne: 'story'; -
papa: 'fan'; lele, 'boat'.
(iii) High-Low: sisi.'ghost'; tfmd 'rubbish dump'; gbékd 'evening'.

(iv) Low-High: jhinéa 'afternoon'; dadé, ‘'iron'; nyﬁnmé. "ten';
secké. 'madness’'; J&kéa "money'; m3mi. 'cloth’;
deki. 'leisure'; fufs: 'breast'; musd. 'taboo’.
(v) High-Mid: gbékd. 'child'; géwd,'guava'; gdgéo'nose'; 1al1a, 'song’.

(N.B. The citation-final mid tones of gbéké 'child', géwa 'guava',
are not assimilable to a following low; those of the other nouns are.)

Drill 56: Choose a suitable Drill in Lessons One through Six. Group
the nouns according to tone types.

! LESSON EIGHTEEN

A g o o RTINS 2l i gy

1. Nouns: Singular and Plural (cf. Appendix A) Most nouns in Ga have i
Singular (for one) and Plural (for more than one) forms. There are by
several types of Plural forms, and Appendix A shows how each of these is

related to the corresponding Singular form. The formulaic representations

there mean, e.g.
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Drill 57:

(1) The plural of most nouns is the singular form with a suffix -i .
The tone of the -i suffix is low when in contact with a low tone, but
mid when in contact with a high.

(2) Some nouns have a change of vowel before suffixing -i.
(3) Some nouns lose a syllable before suffixing -i.

(15) and (16) Some nouns have only one form, either a Singular or
a Plural.

Consult the formulas given in the Appeundix to find tne
plurals or the singulars of the following nouns:

1. ts3%13, ‘'teacher' (1) 6. £f13. ‘hole' (7)

2. éyed. 'a white thing' (6) 7. wobfl. ‘'bees' (1)

3. 151&. 'lorry, truck'(l) 8. baa. 'leaf' (1)
4. nd§. 'man' (14) 9. tsekwé; 'uncle' (9)
5. nyckwé., ‘aunt’'(9) 10. 1413i. ‘'songs'(l)

Drill 58: Find the plurals of the following nouns.

1. bd. 'hole' (1) 5. sti. 'soil'(1)

2. bdu. ‘mosquito-net' (1) 6. loo. 'fish' (1)
3. nii. 'water'(l) 7. s{sia. ‘'ghost' (1)
4. yele. ‘yam' (7)

(2) Noun Plurals with suffix -m&: (cf. Appendix A, Nos. 9 and 17b).
The words in this group are mostly kinship terms, personal nouns and
names of tribes. ‘ :

In present day practice, the plural suffix of this group is .
always written -mEI. MY as a plural ending not having a variant
spoken form does indeed occur in 2 words (cf. Appendix A, No. 1l1),
though the structure of these words is perhaps better represented as
Prefix + Root rather than Root + Suffix. MEI as an independent word is
the plural form ('persoms', 'people') corresponding to the singular
word m3 (cf. Appendix A, No. 2).

The plural suffix of this group is, however, in this course written and
pronounced -mé, as in Appendix A. This is the form that native Ga
speakers consistently use, except in very slow speech or when they

have other reasons for wanting to be hyper-correct. Evidence that mé is
not merely a slovenly or substandard colloquial variant of méI but a
true suffix is found in the different tonal behavior of the two forms.
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MEI, both as an independent plural word and as the putative plural
ending, always has low tone.

ME is tonally assimilated to its environment:

it has low tone when in

contact with a low tone; it has mid tone only when in contact with a high

tone.

The tonal behavior of mé is exactly that of -i and -dzI, the two plural
endings whose suffixal status is impeccable and which between them are

the most productive plural suffixes in Ga.

This tonal behavior is also

exactly that of most other suffixes (to nominal and verbal roots) in Ga.

Drill 59: Repeat the following phrases:

1. Ginyo. ‘'a Ga'.
2. Gaﬂ%'o 'Gas'o
3. GX bil 'Accra people’.

5. G3m& abii.
6. Fantényo.

7. Fintém® £22

4. G3nyo bi 'a true-born Ga'. 8. MET asine

Drill 60: Find the plural forms

1. tsekwé. ‘uncle’
2. nyekwé. ‘aunt’

3. nii.
4. ndd,

5. midntse, ‘'chief’

'grandfather’

'grandmother’

gbda &nida.

6. fiﬁtse;
7. helatse.
8 .. f 1kdtse »
% nﬁqts5:
10. n33nyo .

LESSON NINETEEN

'true-born Gas'.
'a Fanti'.
'all Fantis'.

'Other people's problems
do not worry him'.

of the following singulars:

'houseowner’
*sick person’
'rich man'
'master’

"friend'

1. Cardinal Numbers: The numeral word, used with a noun, follows the
noun it describes. The numeral words are:

1 éko (counting form),
ékomé,

2 ény% ¢
3 éce.
4 édZWé ')

5 éntin3. 8
6 &kpaa‘ 9
7 kpawo* 10

When used with a noun, 1 ékomé has the form komé.
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Drill 61:

1. Wond yei ény%.
étd

2, Ehé mimil edzwi.
ékdmé

3. Etsfnd [ii étt.
ékpaa

4. Mintsé 1& m3 tsUI ényd.
ny3qmé

5. Kodzdé y¢ biy2i nZ2hd.
énlim3

6. HIT kpawo tre 12.
kpaany3

2. Pronouns:

Substitute the given numerals for those in the

Possessive forms:

'We saw two women.'
"three’

'She bought four cloths.'

lonel ’

'"He sneezed three times.'

six

'The chief built two houses.'
'ten'

'Rodzo has nine daughters.'
'five'

'Seven men carried him.'

'eight'

The affixal forms of the personal pro-

#
nouns can be prefixed to noun words to indicate the idea of possession.
These prefix forms are the same as those used with verbs.

Full form
'l, me' mi
'you' (sg.) bo

'he, him, she, her, it' 1le

'we, us' wo
'you' (pl.) nye
'they, them' amg

Drill 62: Repeat:
1. Migbe 1¢ da.

2. Miwd édzd kpo.
3. Mitsd tsé mi.

4. Ogbdé 1& miibéld.

Affixal form

ol-, -, d-, q- "my’

é-, o= 'your' (sg.)

e- 'his, her, its'
wo- 'our'’

nye- 'your' (pl.)

ame- 'their’

'My water-pot is a big one.'
"My husband has gone out.'
'"My father called me.'

'Your dog is barking.'
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5.
6.
7.
8.
9
10.
11.
3.

1.
2.

3.

4o

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1

Ogbie nSﬁ\. 'Your voice is pleasant,’
EnZnés nd. 'This is her cloth.'

Eye wogéwd 1& £2%. '"He ate all our guava.'
Ts3%m3 mi ny@ffa €. 'Show me your house.'
T§35m5 ml nyZtst heé 1¢. 'Show me your new building.'
Min3d am€tse. 'I saw their father.'
Amgdzo amfdzod 1¢. "They did their dance.'
Nouns: Possession

(i) A possessive pronoun prefixed to a noun that initially has a V
syllable replaces the V syllable.

(ii) The order in a possessive phrase of 2 nouns is Possessor Noun +
Possessed Noun.

(iii) When the Possessor Noun is a plural form, the possessive struc-
ture is marked by a syllable a- prefixed to the Possessed Noun.

(iv) When the Possessor Noun is a singular form, the possessive
structure is marked overtly only by the juxtaposition of nouns.

Drill 63: Repeat:

akwadd; Okwadd. 'banana; your banana'.

nkétie; ﬁket{e. . 'peanuts; my peanuts'.

akutd; ekutd. 'orange; his orange'.

om¥ 12 nﬁé\; 6m3 12 nﬁé\. 'the rice tastes good; your rice
tastes good'.

mfonf; Sfonit. 'photograph; your photograph'.

ohi%; amZhid. 'poverty; their poverty'.

okad{; wokadi. 'mark; our mark'.

adékd; nyedéka. 'box; your box'.

énmémi; minmSmi. 'okro; my okro'.

agbé; dgbo. 'gate; your gate'.
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Drill 64: Repeat:

1. Séwa mﬁmi.‘

2. Séwam? amdni.
3. yodémo sine.

4. yeimedzl as@ne.
5. sédzafél atsti.

6. 10613 fidai.

Yo
'Sowa's mother'

"mother of the Sowas.'

'old woman's way of thought,'
'0ld wives' tales.'
'barracks’

'bird's wings'

LESSON TWENTY

Dialogue: Outdooring.
A. Ondi kpodziémé le he?

'Have you heard about the outdooring?'

B. ¢héez. AtsS abakeé mi.

'Yes. Someone was sent to tell me.'

A. Obadya?
'Are you going?'

B. ¢héZ. Bo hif doya?
'Yes. Are you?'

A. Thfe. K¢ dte [T mdnkf 1¢, teé ni.

'Yes. When you wake up in the night, call me. '

B. Mitd {‘i f13.
- "1'11 get up early.’

A. Miyadzie kpd m3h3d minyémﬁmé lé. AmEmiiya nitstim3.

'I am going to outdoor for my brothers.

B. M hi n"akaf né'rm.
'T am doing the same.'

Vocabulary
1. nii» "to hear' 6. ké. 'if, when'
2. kpodziém3. 'outdooring ceremony' 7. te j!; ‘Yget up, wake'
3. hea  'about' 8. minke. 'night
4. tsd. 'to send’ 9. 1. 'early'
5. hi « 'too, also’ 10. nitstimd. 'work'
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Notes

1. Outdooring is an important ceremony performed for a newborn child on j
the 8th day after birth. t
2. The Day: | .
(i) The Ga names for the days of the week are: 1
Monday Dzd | Friday Sohaa
Tuesday DzG£o Saturday Hod
Wednesday .fB | | Sunday Hogbaa

Thursday Soo
(ii) Expressions for different parts of day and night are:
leébi. 'morning'; leébi minkpa. 'very early in the morning’

" Jw@né. 'noon, afternoon’; jbﬁné fintInq. 'the hottest part
of the afternoon’

gbéke + 'evening'; gbékt tliyn 'late in the evening'

man ke » "night'; m3nke mld 'early mofning before
dawn,'

wuégbéémé- 'at cockcrow'; dzetsélém3. 'dawm’'.

(iii) Some other expressions of time are:

lA
(4

nmsné. 'today’ nye. 'yesterday’

nysee. 'in the past; ago' = wd 'tomorrow"

wisée. 'in the future'

LESSON TWENTY ONE
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Verbs: Tonal Classes: (cf. Appendix B)

§ Verb roots are classified into tone classes according to the number of J
: syllables in the root and the tones of the root in the Past temse. All 4
roots grouped into one class have the same tonal patterns in all tenses. )

] Monosyllabic Roots: ‘ 1
(i) These roots all have the syllabic form CV. : ‘ :

Qi

s o g
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classes.

(ii) Note that 2 such roots may differ because the vowel of one is

oral and the vowel of the other is nasal.

(iii) Note that 2 such roots may have the same consonant and vowel

constituents but differ because each belongs to a different tonal class.

(iv) The roots have either High or Low tone, but constitute 3 tonal

Class III roots have the same tonal patterns in most tenses
as Class II, but in some they have the patterns of Class I.

(v) There are a few dialectal differences among Ga speakers as to the
tonal classification of particular roots.

(a) Class I: High

bi, 'to ask'

jhé. 'to play'
nyé, 'to be able';
(b) Class II: Low

be. 'to grip'

b3. 'to cut'

ba: 'to beg'

(c) Class III: Low

les 'to know'

wo. 'to sleep'

Disyllabic Roots:

(i) Syllabic forms: CVV;
initial in Verb roots.

(ii) Four tone classes:

Class I: High-High
Class II: Low-High

CV V:
(a) Class I: High-High:

Y6°. "t

bés 'to
£ ]
WO, to

déo 'tO
ny. 'to
fﬁs 'to

dae. "to

bas 'to

ye+ 'to

Ccvcv.

quarrel’
life'

race’

hate'
throw'
be big'

come"

eat'

WOe

be ]

Class III:
Class 1IV:
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"to give birth to'
'to pose'

'to submerge'
'to breathe'

'to praise’

'to hear, understand’

'to be fully cooked'

Note that V syllables are never

High-Mid
Low-Low
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(b) Class II: Low-High:
hodn, 'to cook' h33N, 'to
. wién, 'to speak' ; gbeéy, 'to
nyié\ 'to

(c) Class III: High-Mid:

oy 1, L8 '
pde. 'to emerge'; tid.s ‘to
(c) Class IV: Low-Low:

dzwe, 'to think' ; hao. 'to

CV _CV:

(a) Class I: High-High:

milees "to lie' ; tsdse.'to

(b) Clasé"II:' Low-HigE:
pild. 'to wound' j t1tf. 'to
(c) Class III: High-Mid:
p ’ < 4

stsé¢. "to beg s gim3. 'to

tsdke.'to change'; féné+ 'to

sell' ; feéy, 'to do'
sound' ; leéy, 'to be wide'

walk'

pile up'; pIf. 'to suffer’

molest' ; soo. 'to catch something

in flight'

. ,
train' ; sim3. 'to serve'

scratch'; kasé. 'to learn'

peel' ; sdsu., 'to calculate’

B e-

untie' 3 nind. 'to catch up with'

kpdkpo . 'to shiver'

(d) Class IV: Low-Low:

gbobi-'to hunt' ; sdle. 'to pray’ : stim3. 'to love'

Drill 65: Repeat. Identify the verb roots and group them by number of

;;TTEET;S and tone:
1. Efeé diqq.
2. Mi mikd wdlé 1é.
3. Ajﬁié 1e.
4. Etiu ame€.

5. Améhuu ta.

'He became quiet.’

'I am the person who took the book.'

'He was sent away.'
'He pursued them.'

"They made war.'
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Drill 66: Repeat. Identify the verb roots and group them by number

of syllables and tone.

1. Ebi 12 da. '"Her child is big.'
2. Bo hi doya? 'Are you too going?'
3. Nénd nd fﬁnﬁé 1¢? 'Who closed the door?’
4. Oodzidzé min3a. 'You are annoying me.'

5. Gbékebil 12 miiffte n3£f€&n3. 'The children are spoiling everything.'

6. Wod3m3 [¥ kpénn. 'We stood firm.'
7. Améyéo mi. '"They recognised me.'
LESSON TWENTY TWO

1. Consonant Clusters with 1 or r:

(i) 1 and r are variants of the same sound in Ga. They can replace
each other without causing any change in meaning. Only 1 occurs in
word-initial position. ‘

(ii) 1 and r occur as the final element in certain consonant clusters.
1 occurs after Bilabials, Labiodentals, Velars and Labial velars.

r occurs after Alveolars and Palatals.,

The above pattern is the Ga norm. However, several words occur that
reverse the normal pattern. Thye are for the most part foreign

borrowings.

(iii) CLV sequences are disyllabic CVCV sequences in which, in rapid
speech, the vowel of the lst syllable is not heard, i.e. C(V)LV. This
happens mostly in those sequences where the vowels of the 2 syllables
are the same. The 'missing' vowel is present in slow speech.

(iv) In this course, the tone of the lst syllable is marked on the C
unit when the reduced form CLV is recorded, but marked on the V unit

if the full form is used.

Drill 67: Repeat. These are the reduced forms used in rapid speech.
Group the nouns and verbs by number of syllables and tonmes.

1. ablé, 'corn’ 2, oblinyd,  'young man'
3. 106E13 1t flikl., 'the bird flew' 4o fremas  'cowrie
5. f£19, "hole' | 6. mlu, 'dust’
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7. mld. "law’ 8. 13, 'early’

9. AmZdra. "they are big' 10. dréud. 'good fortune'
11. d2ra. 'market, price’ 12. &qfwréo 'fist’
13. nml%, 'laughter’ 14. kla, '‘spirit’

Drill 68: Repeat. These are the full forms used in slow speech.

1.
3.
5.
7.

an?tdla dzemf 'They are sitting there.' 2. nmele. ‘bell’

Ef{11 kodydo. 'He blew out his breath,' 4. hiild, ‘sun’
étsiru, "red’ 6. nwaldni, ‘star'
Ele selem¥. 'He knows how to swim.'

LESSON TWENTY THREE

Dialogue: Food

A.

A.

A.

B.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

MEn abadyé gbeke néé.
'What will we have for dinner?'

Abadye k3n} ke [fto ki kéndn.
'We will have kenkey and pepper and fried fish.'

Mé¥ba. Nékloklo be?
'"Why? 1s there nothing else?'

Wéndl ye dzémé, ji mdko bé ni bhéfi fufui.

'There is soup, but there is no one to pound fufu.'

Mikpa ml& md ni miyqfi.
'I'11 close early then and go and do it.'

0. Efle nokd. K¢ dstmd3 kendn 1&, dbadny? dke k¥mt 1¢ ayd wondl 1.
'0oh. It doesn't matter. If you don't like the fried fish, you
can eat the soup with the kenkey.'

Yocabulary
kéndn 'fried fish' 7. [f. "but'
kSmt. "kenkey' 8. f 1. "to pound'
mé&ba. 'why?' 9. bén, 'not to be'
nékloklo. 'gsomething else’ 10. fufui. "fufu'
wénli, 'soup’ 11. kpA. 'to close from work'
moko. 'someone’ 12. md. "then’
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Notes

; 1. Pood: 'Kenkey', made from maize, is the staple food of the Gas.
YFufui', made from tubers such as yam and cassava, is another
favorite dish. Some other standard Ga dishes are:

a) fufd: related to fufui.

b) dzidzf: related to fufui.

o et e

c) kpékdle: made from maize; a ceremonial dish for the Homowo
festival.

d) kéléwéle: fried plantain chips, eaten like American potato
chips or English potato crisps.

e) tdtale: fried plantain tarts.

e el IR T TE S

Ga soup contains fish and meat as well as beans, etc. The pepper
sauce eaten with kenkey and fried fish is very hot.

2. Verbs: The Future Tense:
(i) A verb in the Future tense is marked by the prefix baa-.

(i1) With the lst person singular pronominal prefix, the future tense
prefix is bd-.

(11i) The succession of 1st person singular pronominal prefix and
future tense prefix, mfba-, has a reduced variant m&- which occurs
more frequently than the full form.

Drill 69: Repeat. Future tense forms are underlined.
1. Mn} abadyé gbekd néé. '"What will we eat tonight?'

2. Abajye k3mY ke tho ke kénﬁq. 'We will eat kenkey and pepper and
fried fish.'

3. Moko bé ni b&é‘ﬁ fufui. '"There is no one to pound fufu.'
/8 Mﬁkga mld. 'T will close early.'

5. Obadnye dke kSn 1e ayé wont 1&. 'You can eat the soup with the kenkey.'

6. Mi[i fdfui wo. '] will make fufu tomorrow.’

7. Mui 12 badnyE bo. "The man will hate you.'

8. Ebady® dzidzi. 'He will eat dzidzi.'

9. Nind baiff kelludle éng 13. 'Who will fry kelewele for him?'
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10. uéﬁ; en? ekd mZhF 1t. 'T will leave some of this for him.'

Drill 70: Insert the Future tense forms in the sentences below.

1. E dhe. (pild) 'He will hurt himself.'

2, M{ bd Ga. (tsﬁ) 't shall send you to Accra.'

=

(Give both forms)

3. Kofi nye. (14ka) 'Kofi will deceive you.'

e — — —

4 Mi 1hn} gbéke né%. (ye) 'I shall eat kenkey tonight.'
(Give both forms)

5., M{ dzémé gbeke né%. (ba) 'I shall come there tonight.'
(Give both forms)

6. Té téan., (feév) 'What will you do?'
7. O G¥? (ya) 'You will go to Accra?’

8. Mi 1¢ s3ne. (b{) 'I will question him. '
(Give both forms)

LESSON TWENTY FOUR
Verbs: The Negative Aorist tense
1. A verb in the Negative Aorist tenmse is marked by high pitch, in the
form of High or Mid tone, and by lengthening of the final V umit of the
root, represented orthographically with an extra V symbol. Depending

upon the style of speech, the lengthening may be considerable.

2. The Negative Aorist tense is in meaning the negative equivalent of
the Positive Past, Progressive and Habitual tenses.

Drill 71: Repeat.

1. A. Oomile. B. Mim3lee\. A. "You are lying.' B. 'I am not lying.'

2. A. Ole &ké dmiled? A. 'Do you know that you tell lies?’
B. MimdleeN. B. 'L do not lie.'

3. A. Omile >hi ml nye€. A. 'You lied to me yesterday.'
B. Mimdlee\. B. 'L did not lie.'

4. Tst 1& eddas. "The room is not big enough.'

5. Yob 1& kweeV. '"The woman didn't look.'
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6. H{yéa\, ni mibii 1¢ noké hii. 'I am not going, and I am not asking
him anything either.’

7. B¢ okée nokd? 'You didn't say anything, did you?'
8. Mn{ tsil n1t 1¢, ayée ntf. 'He who does net work, does not eat.’
Drill 72. Repeat. Negative Aorist tense forms are underlined.

1. Gbékébil 1¢ bii 1& sine. 'The children did not question him.,’

2. Gbékdbil 1¢ egble t3qt3y 12. 'The children did not kill the mosquito.'

3. Kodzé baa qminé. 'Kojo did not come today.'
4. Gb3m3 1& dzw€nn kwlaa. 'He is an out and out fooll'
5. Gb3m¥ 1¢ tsakle dnifdémS. 'The fellow did not change his behavior.'

Drill 73: Insert the Negative Aorist temnse forms of the verbs in the following
sentences.

1. Kofi ny&. (14kd) ‘'Kofi was not deceiving you.'

2. Mi dzénE gbeke nég. (ba) 'I am not coming there tonight.'
3. E ml s3ne. (b{i) 'She did not ask me anything.'

4, Kofi miséne. (stim3) 'Kofi does not like me.'

5. Kofi sigarétti. (j%le) 'Rofi does not smoke cigarettes.’
6. Mi 1t. (ybéo) 'I did not recogmise her.'

7. E ~~e  (£6) 'She did not cry.'

LESSON TWENTY FIVE
Nouns formed from Verbs

Nouns formed from Verbs may or may not have Plural forms corresponding
to their Singulars.

1. Gerunds:

(i) One type of noun, Gerunds, may be derived from Verbs by the addition
of a suffix, with or without front-shifting of the Nominal Object of the
Verb. ’ )

(ii) For polysyllabic and monosyllabic High tone Verbs the suffix
is -m3.
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(11i) For monosyllabic Low tone Verbs, the suffix is the same as ‘the V
unit of the root (i.e. the vowel of the root is phonetically lengthened.)

Examples: A |
from polysyllabic Verbs, without frontshifting of a Nominal Object; i
beé, 'to sweep' beémé- 'sweeping’ |
dzodN, 'to bless' dzobm3. 'blessing’
sole. 'to pray’' solem3. 'prayer’
dzwén. 'to think' dzwénm3, "thinking; thought'
from multisyllabic Verbs, with frontshifting of Nominal Object:
wié GI. 'to speak Ga' Gawién3. 'speaking Ga'
feé ejﬁ- 'to do evil' éfﬁfeémé. 'doing evil; sinning'
from monosyllabic High tonme Verbs, with or without frontshifting of
Object:
bi s¥ne. 'to ask a question' s3nebimS. 'questioning;
interrogation'
d%. 'to be black' afum3. 'blackness’
dz€, 'to insult (someone)' dzém3, 'insult’

from monosyllabic Low tone Verbs, with or without frontshifting of Object:

gbe gb3m3. 'to kill a human' gb3m3gbee. ‘homicide; murder'
fwa- 'to boast' Jﬁﬁﬁ. 'boasting'

le nff. 'to know' nflee. "knowledge'

ba, 'to come' baa. 'coming'

(iv) the -m3 suffix is subject to tonal assimilation: it has mid tone only
when in contact with a high tone, low tone when in contact with any other
tone,

(v) multisyllabic Verbs in which the final syllable is m3 reduce
this syllable to a V unit before the gerundial suffix -m3:

dan% [T. 'to stand' | [1a3am3. 'standing’
stn, "1ove’ si%m3. “love’
wan®. ‘crawl' waam?3, 'crawling'
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2. Other Gerunds, Abstract and Cognate Nouns:

(i) Abstract Nouns may be derived from certain monosyllabic Verbs by

suffixing -le.

(ii) Gerunds, Cognate Nouns and other Abstract Nouns may be derived from
certain other monosyllabic Verbs by suffixing -1¢ or equivalent suffixes,

with or without word-internal changes.

ti. 'to be thick' tile, 'thickness’
£4., "to be plenty’ £41e, 'abundance’
gbo. "to age' gbole. 'age'

ye yele. 'to eat yam' yele yéli. 'yam festival®
14. 'to sing' 141a- "song'

gbé "to die' gbé1é. 'death’

bé. 'to quarrel’ bél. 'quarrel’

3. Agent Nouns:

Agent Nouns may be derived from Verbs by suffixing -1, with or without
frontshifting of a Nominal Object:

dzu. "to steal’
gbe gb3m3. ‘'to kill a human'

dzo foi. 'to run a race'

dzulo, "thief'
gb3m3gbelo. 'homicide; murderer'

foidzelo~ 'runner'

LESSON TWENTY SIX

Verbs: The Negative Future Tense

(i) A Verb in the Negative Future tense is marked by the suffix -q
as well as high pitch in the root.

(ii) The -n suffix is tonally assimilated similarly to other suffixes:
it has low tone when in contact with a low, mid when in contact with a high or

mid tone,

(iii) Verb roots of tonmal Class

es Monosyllabic II (Low) and Disyllabic

II (Low-High) have in the Negative Future tense an extra marker, the

prefix é-. The class prefix é-
prefix to the root.

Drill 74: Repeat.

does not occur together with a pronominal

1. Gbobilo néd egbéq kooloo ko kooloo ko.
'This hunter will not kill any animal.'
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2. Mibi3 le néko.
'I shall not ask him anything,'

3. Mlkwdd, nl le hi edwdy,
I will not climb, and he will not climb either.'

4. Gbobiloi néd egben nokoénoko.
'These hunters will not kill anything.'

5. Mfbaf) odzem® 1¢& gbek: née.
'I will not come to your place tonight.'

6. Ké 2feé n¥kAT 1¢, 21é4 nokdnoksd.
'If she behaves that way, she will not learn anything.'

7. Wowdh keyat ny&basba.
'We will not sleep till you come.'

Drill 75: Repeat.

1. Otse sémﬁﬁ ni ofde n¥kay.
'Your father will not like you to do that.'

2. Ekased nit ymend?
'Will she not study today?'

3. Adz3kd ehdoh nil nmZnd.
'Adzorkor will not cook today.'

4. Ké ny2vdt n3nd 14, mikpatdn.
'If you start fighting, I will not intervene.'

5. NEn¥$15{ 1€ esakdy ofikd 1.
'The petty-traders will not change your money.'

6. Eyoor, bo kokooko,
'He will never recognise you.'

Drill 76: Insert the Negative Future tense forms in the sentences
elow.

1. 0 ck nméné? (va) 'Will you not go to Accra today?'

2. En§ 1¢ 1¢. fo) 'His wife will not leave him.'

14

3. A le. (gbe, II) 'He will not be killed.'

4. Képintd 1¢ dhe. (pild) 'The carpenter will not hurt himself.'
5. E 6jiké 1lé. (fite) 'He will not waste your money. '

6. NEmdY nfY ye bid. (ye, III) 'Who will not eat here?'
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7. Mintsé 1é nd he. (wié) 'The chief will not talk about that
SUbject . !

LESSON TWENTY SEVEN

Verbs: The Perfect Tense

(i) With noun subjects a Verb in the Perfect tense is marked by the prefix -,

(ii) The Perfect tense prefix does not occur with a pronominal
prefixg womidlé. 'We have lied.'

(iii) Pronominal prefixes to Perfect tense Verbs have high tone.

Drill 77: Repeat.

1. Enmile. . 'He has told lies.'

2. Nt 1¢ em¥le. 'The man has told lies.'

3. HIf 1¢ enfle. 'The men have told lies.'

4. Esdle. 'He has prayed.'

5. 0Os$fo 1& esdle. 'The priest has prayed.'

6. 0s5fol 1€ esdle. 'The priests have prayed.'

7. Etsake. 'He has changed.'

8. Opapd ebl ml s3né 1e. 'Your father has asked me about the casé.'
9. Opapa eplla &he. 'Your father has hurt himself.'

10. Om¥mf ebote j?é 1¢. 'Your mother has gone into the house.'

Drill 78: Repeat.

1. Mikal bo, lg bo 1¢ okali mi.
'I haVe remembered you, but you do not remember me.'

2. Kodzé ebi bie?
'Has Kodzo come here?'

3. Négbé Amd etle.
'Where has Ama gone?'

4. En3 é£3 yt Kole Bd.
'His wife has given birth to a baby at the Korle Bu Hospital.'

5. Té ofdé 1é t¥an.
'What have you done with her?'
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'"There' is a death in their house.'

Drill 79: 1Insert the Perfect tense forms of the Verbs in the sentences:

1. 6 kpbdziémé 1t he? (nl) 'Have you heard about the outdoor-
ing?

2. Daabf. Nin® ? (£5) 'No. Who has had a baby?'
3. Wénd 1¢ . (be) °‘The soup is cooked.'
4 Ném% jié 1. (bété) "Who has_gone into the house?'

5. Adzdkd ddadé 1¢ £22. (ts%m®) 'Adzorkor hao peeled all the
cassava.'

6. BStad 1le « (fite) 'The butter has gone rancid.'

7. Kodzé mén néd min waa. (slim¥) 'Kodzo has fallen in love
with this towm.

LESSON TWENTY EIGHT
Verbs: The Negative Perfect tense

(i) A Verb in the Negative Perfect tense is marked by the suffix -kd,
as well as high pitch in the root.

(ii) The tone of the suffix -kd is always low.

(iii) The negative class-marking prefix é- occurs in this tense (cf.
Lesson 25, note iii).

Drill 80: Repeat.

1. NIE 1¢ bikd mokomoko néko.
'The man has not asked anyone anything.'

2. Gbobilo néé egbékd kooloo ko kooloo ko.
'This hunter has not killed any animal.'

3. M{bikd le ndko.
'I have not asked him anything.'

A
4. Gbobiloi n¥Z egbekd ndkdnokd.
'These hunters have not killed anything.'

5. Mlyekb kéléwdle 6tsi ndd.
: 'I have not eaten kelewele this week.'

6. Ewlekd amZhe éf5
'"He hasn't said one bad word about them.'
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LESSON TWENTY-EIGHT

Drill 81: Repeat.

1. Ekdsekd nit nuéne?

2. Skudubil 1& ekdsekd aménil 1&?
3. AdzSk3 ehdkd wénd 14.

4. NTRI515{ 14 rsakdkd 6f1kd 14.
5. Eyéokd bo 1ldlo.

6. NUS 1& gbleckd mfblé 14.

7. Kofi srekd di%.

8. Hwiskl &t3kd 1le dai.

'Has he not studied today?"'

'"Have the pupils not studied today?'

'Adzorkor has not cooked the soup.'

'"The vendors have not changed your
money. '

'She has not recognised you yet.'

'"The man has not ground my corn into

flour.'

'Rofi has never swum.'

'"He has never been drunk on whisky.'

Drill 82: Insert the Negative Perfect tense forms of the verbs in the following

sentences.
1. En3 14 1. (D

2. A 12. (gbe)

'His wife has not left him.'

'He has not been killed.'

Have you not been to Accra today?'

(kind) 'Who has not read a book at

all today?'

inké 1. (fite) 'He has not squandered your money.'

'The chief has not talked about that.'

'The carpenter has not hurt himself,'

'I have never coughed so badly.'

LESSON TWENTY-NINE

3. 0 Gi nuénd\?  (ya)

4. N3 wdlo kwlaa nmen

5. E

6. Mantsé 1& ndhe. (wié)

7. Kédpintd 1¢ dhe. (pild)
8. Mi wha nké déé. (wold)
Dialogue: Seeing the Sights.

A: Gbad ml n3ni nyéfeé nyé.

Wifde nokd ts3. beré f? keke
ketee aklowid 1¢&.

[« -

s 1 ’
A: nméné 1¢, nyZyla Gi m3.

B: Ehég, wdbadyd Bink, ni eyadzie

[ikd. Keké 18 witde KSdt, ki
Liibre, k&éKole Bd hi.

'"Tell me what you did yesterday.'

'We didn't do anything much. We
only strolled to the village.'

'"Today, go to Accra.'

'Yes, we shall go to the Bank, so
that he can withdraw money. And then
we shall go to the Court, the Library
and Korle Bu Hospital.'




A: WS 1¢, k& le 4bd Temd ni ebakwe "Tomorrow, bring him to Tema to see
haabd 1¢. the harbour.'
B: Yoo. 'Okay."'
gba . 'to narrate' keke » 'only'
fré.r”- 'to take a walk' aklowd « 'village'
Notes

1. The places mentioned in the dialogue are interesting sights in Accra.
Tema is east of Accra.

2, Verbs: The Direct Imperative,

(i) The Direct (2nd person) Imperative Positive Singular of monosyllabic
verbs is marked by tonal pattern (High for Class I and III roots,
Low-High--with the rise on the lengthened vowel of the root--
for Class II roots).

(ii) The Direct Imperative Positjve Singular of polysyllabic verbs
is marked by the suffix -m3.

(iii) The Direct Imperative Positive Plyral is marked by (a) the 2nd
person plural pronominal prefix nyé& - together with (b) the suffix
=-a .

(iv) The =a suffix is subject to tonal assimilation as are other
suffixes. The 2nd person plural pronominal prefix has high tone
in this context.

Drill 83: Repeat. Direct Imperative Positive forms are underlined.

1. B{ 1¢ heni édze. '‘Ask him where he is from.'
2. Yai ofisi 1¢. ‘Go to the office.'
3..§z§21§ le héni 2dze. 'Ask him where he is from. '
4..§zéz§§ Sfis{ 1¢. 'Go to the office.'
5..§§2é2§ lete néé. 'Read this letter.'

6. Nyfkanda 1étxf 1¢. 'Read the letters.'

7. Feém3 dyd. 'Hurry up.'

8._§z§£§§ oya. 'Hurry up.'

9 Kpétemd 1&. 'Stick close to him.'
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10. B4 wo 1ébi. 'Come tomorrow morning.'

11. Nxébéa Sfis{ 1& wo 12ébl. "Come to the office tomorrow morning.
12. GbSlem3 mi. 'Rub me/

’
3. Some verb roots end in -m3. When this ending is replaced

by the Imperative singular suffix the root vowel is doubled.

Drill 84 and 85: Repeat.

1. Daamo_|% d¥qn. (dZn%) 'Stand still.'

2. Nyedim33 [T fido. (d3n3) 'Hait a little:'

3. Wdamd misde. (wam3) 'Scratch my back.'

4, Nxéw&mﬁa nyZnddzi ahe. (wam3) 'Scratch your legs.'

5. gﬁﬁgg akutdl eny3. (gtin®) 'Peel two oranges.'

6. 1§§§g§ anEd¥E 18 he. (ts3m3) 'Peel the plantain.'

7. Lédw3 1& [winé k& gbéke. (16m3) 'Curse him afternoon and evening.'
8. Igﬁﬁgﬁ bkpléq 1¢ nS. (tsﬁmé) 'Wipe the top of the table.'

LESSON THIRTY

Verbs: The Direct Imperative Negative.

(i) The Direct (2nd person) Imperative Negative Singular is marked
by the prefix kad-. e. g. kadbi. 'Don't ask'

(ii) The Direct Imperative Negative Plural is marked by (a) the suffix
-a, (b) the prefix kd- immediately before the verb root, (c) the 2nd
person plural pronoun prefix nyé-. e. g. nyckabia. 'Don't ask'

(iii) The -a suffix is subject to tonal assimilation, as with other
suffixes. The two prefixes have high tone.

Drill 86: Insert the Direct Imperative Positive forms of the verbs in
the sentences.

1. 1¢ s3né 1& £22. (gba) (S) 'Tell him the whole story.'
2. 1¢ egbél. (bi) (S) 'Ask him his name.'
3. 12 s3né 1& £22. (gba) (P) 'Tell him the whole story.'
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4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11,
12.
13.
14.

15.

12 n3£cens. (b1)

6hd mi. (sole)
ny’éh&é wo. (sole)
mZmd 1¢ he. (dzdle)

.réétii 1¢ ahe. (dzdle)

nit. (kasé)
nit. (kasé)
(k‘fa"né)

nygwodz{ 1&. (kEnd)
hé. (ednd)
dfng. (£eév)

(tdd)

Drill 87: Insert the Direct Imperative

blan

1.
2.

3.

-

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9

10.

spaces below,

(feéN) (S)

n3kaT. (feéy) (P)

(ba) (S)
nuéné. (ba) (P)
1e. (bf) (5)
Jua. (£ite) (S)
Jikd pii. (fite) (P)

min ddnq.  (uif) (s)
miy ts%. (m‘i",é) (P)

(gbla) (P)

®)
(s)
(®)
(s)
(P)
(s)
(P)
(8)
(P)
(s)
(s)
(®)

Negative forms of the verbs in the

'Ask him about everything.'

'Pray for me.'
'Pray for us.'
'Rinse the cloth.'
'Rinse the shirts.'
'Study hard.'
'Study hard.'
'Read. '

'Read your books.'
'Peel it.'

'Be quiet.'

'Look for it.'

LESSON THIRTY-ONE

Enclitics of Emphasis and Sympathy.

(i) The Enclitic of Emphasis is
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It adds a note of emphasis,




i

insistence or warning to the utterance. The use of the Enclitic of :
Emphasis after a word ending in a high tone involves \.

(ii) The Enclitic of Sympathy is é§, or 64. It implies that the
speaker's attitude is one of sympathy or familiarity.

Drill 88: Repeat.

1. B4. 'Come." 6. Kadya é&. 'Don't go, whatever i
| it is?!' ]

2. Banée. 'Be sure you come.' 7. Kofin é&. 'Remember Kofi.' f

3. B4 of. 'Come for sure.’ 8. Kof{ o). 'Kofi, alas.'

4e Kpdd. An expression of sympathy 9. MI ni é&. 'It's me, indeed:’ C

5. Kpéd é4. ‘'Sorry, to be sure:’ 10. MY n% éi. 'it's me, alas.’ ;

Drill 89: Make the following sentences more insistent, using the Enclitic 3
of Emphasis. 3

1. Eebal '"He is coming:' 4. Ebadfle gbeyeii 'It will be spec-
' tacular.'

2. NE%X 1¢! 'Here she is!'
5. Oyddyd. "Quickly."’

3. Gbeé 1&! 'Mind the dog:'

Make the following sentences more sympathetic, using the Enclitic of
Sympathy.

6. Akde nokd. 'Take heart.'

7. Efée nokd. 'It doesn't matter.'

8. Em3mi ni gbé 14. 'Tt was his mother that died.‘
9. Kadbd. , 'Don't come.'

10. Oyddyd. "Quickly."

LESSON THIRTY-TWO

I. Verbs: The Indirect Imperative and Consecutive tenses, Positive and
Negative.

(i) The Indirect Imperative tenses are marked by high tone in the pro-
nominal prefixes of the verb.

(ii) An Indirect Imperative verb with a Nominal subject has a high-toned
prefix d4-.
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(iii) An Indirect Imperative Negative verb has an additional high-toned
prefix -kd- occurring immediately before the verb root.

(iv) When the Indirect Imperative tense marks the second verb in a ;
serial verb structure of keés 'to say' (or certain other verbs) and .
another verb, it is called here the Consecutive tense. The Consecutive ;
tense occurs with Nominal and Pronominal subjects of all types. ;

(v) In the first person singular Positive, a Consecutive tense verb
following sim3 'to like' (and certain other verbs) is identical in
form with the Permissive or the reduced Future tense.

Drill 90: Repeat. Indirect Imperative and Consecutive forms are under-

lined.

1. Ekeé obd. '"He said you should come.’ | %
2. Ekeé okabd. 'He said you should not come.’

3. Mibi 1&? 'Should I ask him?'

&. Mikabi 1&? 'Should I not ask him?'

5. Witde. W3yad. Let's go!' 'Let's go:’

6. Wikayd. '"Let us not go:' ;
7. Ekpa. 'Let_him stop:' *E
8. Mni £45 nit 14 ékpa. 'Whoever’s doing that should stop.' §
| 9. Ekeé gikgg,wlémé. 'He said I should étog talking.' ?
10. Ekeé mikakpa wién®. 'He said I should not stop talking.' %
| Drill 91: Repeat. Indirect Imperative and Consecutive forms are under- %
1 lined. i
5 1. Gbékébil 1le ay¢ nif mid. 'The children should eat early.’ :é
2. Amd ahdo nit 1. 'Ama should do the cooking.' !

3. Amekeé hif 1 akali m¥f 1 min. 'They said the men should not leave towm.'

4. AmZkeé okawle dii. 'They said you should not speak yet.' :
5. Mikeé gyig;. '] said you should speak.’ E
6. Okeé akawle ci? | 'Did you say no one should speak Ga?' é
7. Kodzé kié nyZwle GX pé. 'Kodzo said you should speak only Ga.' ?
8. Atse 1¢ ah3 ml. 'He should be sent for to see me.' | ;
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9. Estn33 mZla.

'He does not want me tc sing.'

10. Esn®3 mifden. 'He likes me to do jic.'

I11. The Permissive Tense.

(i) The Permissive tense marks the verb following hi 'to let' 1in
a double verb structure. Its markers are the same as those of the Con-
secutive tense after sim3 'to like.'

(ii) The Permissive tense is positive, but ha can be Positive or
Negative. The two verbs have different subjects.

(iii) When following a Direct Imperative Plural, the Permissive tense
is also marked by the- a - suffix. The d- prefix of Nominals does not
occur when the Permissive tense follows a Negative Direct Imperative.

Drill 92: Repeat. Permissive tense
1. HE mdyd.

2. Nyéh3d miyha.

3. Nyéhad mdigbda tod 14.

4. HE ebi 12.

5. Hi égggg min.

6. Nyéhﬁé woyaa.

7. Kadhd wdladdze.

8. Kadh3 2f6.

9. NyfkahZ¥ _eféd nikit.

10. Nyéngd gbekPhii 1 _abla min33.
11. NyfkahZ3 h3nS yea gbékébii 1¢.
12. Kadhi niig 1& wié pli.

13. Kadhd awié pli.

14. NYékahﬁi'ggigg pii.

15. NyfkahZ} ndt 12 wied pii.

forms are underlined.

'Let me go.’

"Let me_go.'

'Let me slaughter the sheep.’
"Let him ask him.'

'Let them come in.'

"Let us go.'

'Don't lead us astray.'
'pDon't let her cry.'

"Don't let him do that.'
'Let the children come unto me.'
'Don't let the children go hungry.'

'Don't let the man talk a lot.'

'‘Don't allow a lot of talking.'

'Don't allow a lot of talking.'

'Don't let the man talk a lot.'

Drill 93: Insert Indirect Imperative or Consecutive tense forms of the

verbs in these sentences.

(tsé)

1&?

1.

'Should I call him?'
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'Shouldn't I call them?'

'They said you should go.'

"They said you should not go again.'
'Who likes throwing his money away?'

'He does not want me to baptise his
child.'

'Let us go.

'She should not weep too much.'

'The man said you should do some
writing this morning.

'Your mother should not ask anyone
. *ﬂ
anything yet.

Drill 94: Insert Permissive or Consgcutive tense forms of the verbs in these

2. ame? (tsé)
T
3. AmTkeé . (ya)
4. AmEkee_. dénq. (ya)
5. Nim3 sum33 2[ikd, (£ite)
6. Esim33 bi 14. (sole)
7. ! (tee; ya)
8. pii ts3. (£6)
9. NIF 1 keé (qud)
ni¥ 1leébl nee.
10. Olimd mdko nékd (bf)
dii.
sentences.
1. Hi bd s3ne. (bi)
2. Kadhd loyd 12 bd  (bi)
~ sdne.
3. Nyéhak . (14)
4. Nyénzk . (ya)
5. Nyékahﬁé nyewebil Qfé)
R Py
nye gbéydi.
6. NUG 14 stmd3 abi (sole)

1d.

7. NI& 14 h3d

8. Miha ds5£d 1¢ mi
man tse.

9. M{h37 osSfd mi
mantse. |

abi 1&.(sole)

(wo)

(wo)

'Let me ask you one question.'

'‘Pon't let the lawyer question you.'

'Let us sing.'
'Let us_go.'

'Don't make your followers fear
you.'

'The man does not want his child
to be baptised.'

'The man did not allow his child
to be bagtised.

'7 will let the priest crown me
king.'

'I will not allow a priest to
crown me king.'

LESSON THIRTY THREE

M

I. The Numeral System.

(i) Numerals greater than 'ten' are phrases comprising the preceding
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multiple of 10, ke 'and', and a numeral from 1 to 9. From 11 to 16,
ke is tonally assimilated to mid.

11 nyﬁqmé ke ekdmé.
16 ny3nmé k¢ ekpla.
19 nySnmd k& n&Zh.

(ii) There are single-word nouns for "hundred' and 'thousand.' Other
multiples of ten are phrases.

21 ny5nmﬁ§ eny% ke ékomé,
57 nyﬁqmé% enlin? ke kpawo-
99 nySnuil nZZhi k& nEehd.
100 ohd.
115 ohd 1t nyBymi ké enlim3.
227 | ohdl eny® (ke) nyﬁnmé% eny® ke kpawo -
1,000 akpé -
1,001 akpé k¢ &kdmé-
50,000 akpél ny5qméi entim3 ¢
200,000 akpél oh4l eny®.

English expressions for numbers, and for measurements of time and
space, are used by most Ga speakers.

II. Time on the Clock.

(i) The most common expressions are those for hours and minutes.

.

nmle, nmedzi. "hour', 'hours'
F miniti ( dlinti)- 'minute’
Dialogue
A: Mé¥be obadbi. '"When will you come?’

Mékpa nyﬁqmé ké eny%, hawd 1¢ 'T shall close at 12, therefore 1

B
mﬁfé dzem? nynmd k¢ enyd ke f4. shall get there at 12:30.'

z

Mﬁkpa ile komé, ni miwo taksi, 'I shall close at one and I shall
héws 12 mitsédy ts3. take a taxi, therefore I shall be

there soon after.’
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B: Obadyd nitsiim¥ fﬁﬁné\? '"Will you go to work in the after-
noon?"'
A: %hég, abadbi abawo mi nmedzi 'Yes, they will come for me at two.'
ény5 .
B: KE doyd 1&, ml kebo badya md. '"Then when you are going, you can

give me a ride back.'

(ii) anméitswaa 'fleeting moment' is sometimes used to translate the
English word 'second’',

LESSON THIRTY FOUR

I. Tonal Classes: Polysyllabic Verbs.

Few Verb roots in Ga are more than two syllables long. Even
these few behave morphologically like the disyllabic roots with which
they compare tonally if account ‘s taken only of their initial and final
syllables, e. ge:

Class II: pild
laddze. 'to lose'; 'to get lost' srén. 'to become unruly'

Class III: tsdké

bénké. 'to be near’ flikl. 'to fly'
dénkd: 'to swagger' didd3. 'to stagger'; 'to reel'
péntd. 'to paint' yéyro, 'to worry seriously'

II. Tonal Classes; Polysyllabic Nouns.

In the same way, polysyllabic noun roots are tonally identifiable
with the disyllabics corresponding to them in initial and final tomnes.

High-High: trema. 'couwrie' plékoé. 'nail’

L A
t3t3n. 'mosquito’

High-Mid: nméphlo. ‘wooden plank' §rdwa. ‘'lightning'
dfd¢i. 'mudfish’ abénda. 'lemon’
High-Low: 4tatd. ‘'cloud' 4des3. 'human being'
High-low
dékum¥. ‘ostrich' yéom¥. ‘camel'
Low=High: aspdatré. ‘shoe’ kpinkplZ. ‘'hare’
A n

4 .
adesi. ‘'story' duvadé. ‘cassava'
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6.

7o

8.

nkom3. 'sorrow’

Low-Low: and3ni. ‘'spider'

kpaakpo. ‘'lake’

ad3d3n. 'fly'

Drill 95: Repeat.

Bénkém3 wd.
Odekai 1& elddzekd; akéba.
NGE 1& yadpentd tst 12 he.

NGS 1

ml

badpenté Iié 1¢.
r'4 ~ - 4
Sro 4désd, ni sro adesi3.
$ ~ ‘~ L4 ~ "~
Mat3nye anddnu sdne.

Blemd 1&, tremas dzi fiké
ni ayed.

TS t3n yeo ye Ga fe Kumdise.

kwgfié. 'fool'

kwaabutte. 'rainbow'

manke . 'midnight’

'"Draw closer to us.'

'Your boxes are not lost; they have
arrived.'

'"The man is going to paint the building.'
'The man will paint the house.'

'"Human being is different from stofx.'

'T will tell you a spider story.'

'In the olden days, cowries were used
as money.''

'Accra suffers more from mosquitoes
than Kumasi.'

LESSON THIRTY FIVE

Dialogue: Dress

A:

B:

bd. 'to wear' ago.

MénY mimd\ Dedé bi.

Ebd 2go yéy futta, ni ewo
kebafééti wud £d.

'What was Dede wearing?'

'She wore pure white velvet, with
a yellow blouse.

Ekuenil ke tofanfi ke ninefinii Her necklace, earrings and bracelet
1¢ fee 1¢ fikéyeﬁ, fi dwo wadgd were all silver, but her ring was

Iikét%ru.

N Séwa hi?

Ebdu mimd, 2wo atalé.

Ewo siuti blélu, ni eymd tdl tsru. He wore a blue suit and red tie.

Espdatré dij 1& kpleo t3mY aydwa. His black shoes were as shiny a

Vocabulary

gold.'

'And Sowa?'

clothes.

brass.'

'velvet' yé). ‘white'
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fdtaa-.

WO«
kebqfééti.
wud£d
kuenii .

atalé.

édite

éyer) -

10 dZOo

2. bo.

'very white

1. Indigenous Ghanaian
words (mimi, kenté, tokotd, etc.),
referred to with the borrowed words (sidt, tdl, s3nddl, etc.).

rd:

'black'
'white'

&ndli-

(i) A Phrasa
word of another class which together function as one verb.

ment is usually a Nominal object used with which the verb root
assumes a specialised meaning.

Verb

'to dance' foi .

'to wear'
'blouse’
'yellow'
"necklace’

'clothes’

mimd, fai
atalé, tokotd, ga

tdl, wdtsi

3. Some colour words are:

étdrus

wudfd.

'yvellowish green'

tofanil. 'earrings'

nianiniio 'bracelet’
Jikdyed . 'silver’
Iikétéru- ‘gold’
wadgd - 'ring’
A3 o 'to tie'

dress is usualiy referred to with the native Ga

whilst European-style dress is

2..Notice the different Verbs meaning 'to wear', depending upon the item
of dress:

to wear cloth, hat, etc.
to wear clothes, sandals, ring, etc.
to wear a tie, watch, etc.

'red’ baanm3f . 'green’

'yellow' blda » "blue'

 LESSON THIRTY SIX

? I. Phrasal Verbs:

Complement

1 Verb is composed of a single verb and its complement

The comple-

Phrasal Verb

'speed'; 'race' dzo foi. 'to run'

‘ear' bo tofie 'to listen'




] B e o D T TR T e .\ ‘
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|

‘ Verb Complement Phrasal Verb

| 3. kpd. 'to remove' faf. 'hat' kpa fai. 'to beg'

] 4. ni. 'to see' m3bd. 'pity’ nd mdbd. 'to show mercy'

4 (ii) Locative Nouns are the most frequent complements in phrasal

] verbs.

~ < & ' . !

1 5. k3, | ‘ he. k3 h&. 'to persist

4 6. gbe. he - gbe he. "to make a great effort.'

1 7. to- he. to he. 'reply'; 'retort’

§ 8. bi, j“* bi f%. 'to ask after some-

1 ‘ one's health'

3

: 9. da 1 da [f. 'to thank'

¢

~~’ " | v L ~~’ L K. 4 o

j 10. nyies f;f . . nyié f;fl. 'to undermine’

R . Lo e d x [

3 ' 1l. bi. Il i bi f?fl. 'to ask the meaning

. : f' .

B . o

\ '

] 12. kwé. - n3- kwé n3. ‘to take care of'

; ) | '

o 13. t3. n3- t% n3. 'to wrong someone'

f 4 | o /4 o\v ] .l

4 14. fwe miry. jﬁe min. 'to use lavishly

3 15. bi. miy: bi min. 'to ask for a de-

; tailed explanation'

1 16. gbd. | nig- gbd n3a. 'to worry someone'

;

3 17. gbe. o n33. gbe nfia. 'to finish'

; 18. ki- see- kU see. 'to return'

! 19. kpe- : s€e - kpe sec. 'to be late'

’ o:n\u 4 P 1 1

] 20. kse. hig - kwé hi€. "to expect

- X o '

) 21. k3. ' hie€. k3 hi€. "to covet

;‘t

1 22. wa. yi- ' wa yi. 'to be cruel to'
'§' (iii) A few verbs collocate with occupational and other terms to form

E phrasal verbs. - | 4 ;
] . :
3 23, ye- min tse o ye mintse. 'to be a chief or j
| king' |
4 :
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24, ye:
25. ye
26. ye:
27. ye:
28, bo-
29. bo.

30. bo*

II. Coggound Verbs.

seké. 'madness’

ye seké. 'to be mad’

ye he. 'to go scot-free'

ye n3. 'to oppress’

ye see. 'to deputise for'
bo hiZ. 'to reprove'

bo musd. 'to break a taboo'

bo médéqq. 'to make an effort'

(1) A Compound Verb is a verbal phrase consisting of two or more
Verbs which function together as a single verb. A Compound Verb may

be composed of
1st Verb

1. hé. 'to take'

2. yer

3. tSé.

4. k3. 'to bite'

50 ns.

2nd Verb

ye. 'to eat'

bdd.

£35., 'to throw'

single verbs, phrasal verbs, or both,

Compound Verb
hé y2. 'to believe'

ye bdd. 'to help'

S\
tsé £3. 'to throw away'

£11. 'to blow air' k3% £11. 'to forgive'

fa.

33 fa. 'to forgive'

6. gbe. 'to open up' Jﬁé. "to scatter' gbe Jhé. 'to scatter all over'

7. tsi. 'to push'

to. 'to hide'

ts{ td. 'to postpone'

(1i) Sources of Compound Verbs include collocations with the verbs

nf. 'to get'; nyé. 'to be able’; hé.

as well -as verbs of motion.

8. ni.
9. né.
10. nyé.

11. ny&.

12. M sie. "to leave
a message'

13. h33n. "to sell'

to give'; and ts3B\. 'to show'

kwéne. 'to look' nd kwiv. 'to wish' 'to see'

feén. 'to do!

feén.

dzo foi-

nX feén. 'to wish' 'to do'
nyé £2é. 'to be able to do'
nyé dzd foi. 'to be able to run'

4 ste hi. 'to leave a message
for'; 'to leave a message with'

hﬁé hi. 'to sell for'; 'to sell
to
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14. wién. 'to speak'

15. dzo foi, 'to run' tee. 'to go'

16. dze. 'to come from' ba. 'to come'

ts33u. 'to teach'

dzo foi tee. 'to run to'

dzc ba. 'to arrive'

LESSON THIRTY SEVEN

Contonation Patterns: High Tone Verbs

(i) Contonation patterns are the tonal patterns of the verb
(root and affixes) in all its tenses., High tone verbs are those
verbs which have only high tones on their roots, e. g., bi. 'to ask',

mile. 'to tell lies.'

(ii) The tables below and in the Appendix show the contonation
patterns of High tone verbs when occurring with Noun subjects. The

tone of every syllable is marked.

the number of high tones in the root. The sign of exclamation .

For polysyllabic roots, note
)

indicates that the immediately succeeding high tone slips a semi-
tone lower to mid. The asterisk * means that the syllable is
tonally assimilable in ways described already for various suffixes,

TABLE V: CONTONATION PATTERNS OF HIGH TONE VERBS

N ¢
wié ts35\. 'to reason with'

Marker Root Marker
Past . ‘
Perfect . él ’
Progressive mi¥ ‘
Future __bad ’
Habitual . . :
Negat. Aorist ‘ ‘()
Negat. Perfect ’ kd
Negat. Future ! 4;;
Imperat. Sing. ! : jx_né)
Imperat. Pl. 4!N§_7 ! a
Neg. Imperat. Sing. kad ‘
Neg. Imperat. Pl. ny&kd ’ :
Consecutive - f a
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Marker Root Maxrker —

Tense

Negat. Consec. dkd ‘
Permissive a X ’ {g}

(iii) The table shows that a high tone verb has high tone in all
tenses, except the Perfect, where the tone is downstepped to mid after

the prefix.

Drill 96: Insert the required verb forms in the sentences below and

give the tones. ,
e. g. Kofi waa. (m3le) (Habitual)

Kof{ méleb waa. 'Kofi is a confirmed liar.' A

1. MET édawe 1¢ s@ne. (bi) (Past) 'Four people guestioned him.'

2. Wotse adesd pi. (té) (Habitual) 'Our fath?r is good at telling
stories.

3. Kofi . (pdsa) (Perfect) 'Kofi has lied.'

4. NEmS _______ 1k, (gbdle) (Future) '"Who will rub her?'

5. Yoo ko ______. (£6) (Progressive) 'A woman is weeping.'
6. Séwa______ 18 fai. (kpd) (Neg. Future) 'Sowa will not beg him.' ;
7. Séwd_ 12 faf. (kpd) (Neg. Perfect) 'Sowa has not begged him.' ;5
8. Mokomoko ______. (£6) (Neg. Aorist) 'Nobody cried.'

9, Mokomoko ______ 1&. (£6) (Neg._ Aorist) 'Nobody cried for him,'

10. Séwa___~ __ gbéydi. (fé) (Habitual) 'Sowa is faint-hearted,'

Drill 97,

1. 6yoo'______ déqn. (£5) (Neg. Future) 'Oyoo will not have another baby. '
2. én¥del an3. (wéle) (Dir. Imperat. P1.) 'Raise your hands.' .

3. 1¢. (bi) (Dir. Imperat. Pl.) 'Agk him.'

b . gbékébii 14. (tsé) (Dir. Imperat. P1l.) 'Ask the children.'"

LR e L b v

5. . (£6) (Neg. Imperat. Sing.) 'Don't weep.'
6. ye mihdwo. (£6) (Neg. Imperat. Pl.) 'Don't weep for me.'
7. Ekeé KOf{ . (14) (Consecutive) "He said Kofi should sing.'
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8. Ekeé Sowa . (18) (Neg. Consecut.) 'He said Sowa should not sing.’

9. HE yddé 14 1%. (hé) (Permissive Sing.) 'Let the woman buy fish.'

10. Nyéh3d yef 14 __ __ 1d0o. (hé) (Permissive P1.) 'Let the woman buy

fish.'

(iv) Note, from the table, that in the Past and Habitual tenses,
the high tone verb root is downstepped to mid when the Verb is preceded
by a Nominal subject with a final high-tone syllable.

Drill 98: Repeat.

1. Gbéké bid etse dini ef£éd nakay.
?

2. Kofi mile.

3. Kofi méleb.

4. Kofi mﬁlee\;

5. Kofi mdlekd.

'A child asks his father before
he does that.'

'Kofi lied.'

'Rofi lies.'

'Kofi does not tell lies.'

'Kofi has not lied.'

LESSON THIRTY EIGHT

I._High Tone Verbs: Contonation patterns with Pronominal prefixes.

A High tone verb with a pronominal subject prefix has the same
contonation pattern as with an independent nominal subject, except for
the following differences affecting prefixes.

Forms of Prefixes

(i) In the Perfect tense, the tense-marking prefix ¢é-

is replaced

by the pronominal prefix. The two do not occur together.

(ii) In the Progressive tense, 2nd and 3rd person singular, the vowel of the

pronominal prefix is doubled replacing the tense-marker mii-

(iii) In the non-reduced Future tense, the tense-marking prefix
bad- 1s reduced to b4~ when following the 1lst person singular pro-

nominal prefix.

(iv) A tense-marking or any other co-occurring Verb prefix stands
immediately before the verb root and therefore between the pronominal

subject prefix and the verb root.

Tones of the Prefixes

(v) All pronominal subject prefixes have high tone in the Perfect
tense (for the 3rd person plural, initial syllable remains low) and in
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the Imperative Plural, Permissive, Positive and Negative Consecutive.

(vi) All pronominal prefixes have low tone in the Past tenmse.

(vii) The lst‘person singular pronomiﬁai prefix mi- retains its
high tone in all other tenses. The Progressive tense-marking prefix
miI has high tone when co-occurring with the lst person singular

pronoun.

(viii) All other pronominal prefixes retain their low tomes in all

other tenses.
Drill 99: Repeat.
1. Mitsé 1t.

2. Angld dzdgbann.
3. Ab{ 1% egbél.
4, Oogbd &ndd.

5. MiTbi 1Lt.

6. WomIIb{ oS 223,
7. Mikpe wu 1&.

8. Mifired 'J'i.ké waa.
9. Etéé‘adesé pl.

10. Miwaa 1%, nl ewda mi.

'I have called him.'

'"They sang well.'

'He was asked his name.'

'You are annoying him.'

'I send him greetings.'

'We greet everyone.'

'I'11 chew the bone.'

'I spend a lot of money.'

'He is .good at telling stories.'

'T did not help him, and he did not help
me.'

Drill 100: Insert the high tone verbs required to complete the following:

1. 12 nékd. (bf) (lst Sing. Neg. Perf.) 'I have not asked him

anything.

2. néké nii. (tsé) (3xd P1. Neg; Fut.) 'They will not do such

work.

3. ‘m3md 1 he. (dzéie) (Dir. Imperat.‘Sing.)"Rinée the cloth.'

4 wd adesi. (tf) (Dir. Imperat. Sing.) 'Tell us a story."'

5. nytbfl. (tsbse) (Dir. Imperat. Pl.)l'GiVe your children some
discipline .

igci‘line.

6. . (méle) (Neg. Dir. Imperat, Sing.) 'Don't iiesd’

7. .« (£6) (Neg. Dir. Imperat. Pl.) "Don't cry.'
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8. Ekeé 12. (bi) (2 Sing. Consec.) 'He said you should ask him.'

9. Ekeé 12. (bi) (1 Sing. Neg. Consec.) 'He said I should not ask

him.'

10. Nyéhﬁé nis¥né 14. (bi) (1 Sing. Permiss.) 'Let me ask my

II.

question.

Contonation Patterns: Phrasal and Compound Verbs

The component parts of Phrasal and Compound verbs have the same

contonation patterns as in their independent occurrences.

Drill 101: Kepeat. Identify the phrasal and compound verbs and their

tenses.

1. Minkpa bd fai. 'T beg you.'

2, fé ohd. '"Hurry up.'

3. Eki hd eefeé lolo. 'He is still doing it.'

4. Adzua bid m;fi daa. "Adzua visits me always.'

5. Okpakd 1le f? 1610\? 'Haven't you seen through him yet?'
6. Wohde 1% woyée\. 'We do not believe him.'

7. Mind 12 mikwén. 'f wish I could see him.'

8. Mini 1¢ mits3. 'f wish I were he.'

LESSON THIRTY NINE

ialogue: To the Beach

A: Witde wdyawu nfb. '"Let's go for a swim in the sea.’

B: Ye négbt. "Where?'

A: Ye Laa nfé 1¢ n3d. 'At Labadi Beach.'

B: Woketso 4y3d nI wdkéyayd odii. 'Let's take a surfboard with us to

do some surf riding.'

A: WobadnyZ wdke wolemsi 14 'We could also go and help the
ayagbla adrd hé. fishermen to pull in the dragnet.'

B: Aldo woyatsd kadd y¢ eréfl '0r dig up crabs at the Kpeshi

© 12 nad. Lagoon.'
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Vocabulary

wi. 'to do sea-bathing' adr8. ‘'dragnet'
qfoo 'sea’ _ gblas 'to pull’ ¢
négbt. 'where?' tsa¢ "to dig'

od{i+ 'surf-riding’

NOTES
I. Some More Time Expressions.
(i) Phrases with see ‘after':
1. qméné séea "henceforth'; 'from today on'
2. nyé see 4fi. 'last year'
3. ny¢ see 4fil eny%. | A 'two years ago'.
4o wd sée 6fsi. "next week' (i. e., during next |
‘ week) é
5. wd sée Hogbaa. "the coming Sunday'; 'this Sunday' §

s (ii) The following expressions imply specific points in timey ;

6. w5 otsi. 'a week tomorrow'

7. qméné otsil etd. B | 'three weeks from today' é
8..qméné N dzi otsil et?. 'three weeks aébtoday' %
9. qméné Hdo- | 'today is Saturday. ' :
10. Stsii etZ né ni 2ba bie. 'it is now three weeks since he g

came here.'

? " (iii) Some fixed time-expressions: | g
: . 0 ‘ ‘
! 11. gbIy ét€ nee. 'these days'; 'recently’ ;

12. détsil ete. 'the funeral ceremony three weeks
after death.' :

1I. Compound Verbs: Tenses

(i) Each single verb constituting part of a Compound Verb structure

e R
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appears with its own tense affixes and contonation patternms, but the
tense of the initial verb of the compound is regarded as that of the

whole compound.

(ii) When the single verbs of the compound have identical tense,
and the subject of the compound is an independent Nominal, the second’
verb appears with or without the third person singular pronominal
prefix. The pronominal prefix is obligatory for both verbs when the

subject is a pronoun.

(iii) In the following tenses, the second Verb has a different tense:

(a) Future: 2nd Verb has Consecutive
(b) Dir. Imperat. Sing.: 2nd Verb has Consecutive

(c) Neg. Dir. Imperat. Sing.: 2nd Verb has Positive Consecutive
oxr Past

2nd Verb has Positive Dir. Imperat.
Pl. or Past

II1. Compound Verbs: Position of Objects

The order of sentence constituents in Ga is Subject + Verb + Object.

(d) Neg. Dir. Imperat. Pl.:

(i) Compound Verbs having a sirgle Object Nominal fall into 3 groups
according to the position of the Object nominal: 7

(a) Compound Verbs with Object Nominal occurring medially :
within the compound: é

hé...y2 e. g. Wohé égé;é,gé% woye. 'We believed this priest.’ ;

tsée..£3 e. g étséygfggé ! ef3, "He has wasted his money.

(b) Compound Verbs with Object Nominal occurring ﬁfﬁﬂ:nﬁhﬁ .

whole compound:

ye. blié_ooo Ce Lo Ma'qtsé lé !e bﬁé W?o 'The chief hEleed ??o'

T it A g A e RS P

£6 t[ée.. e g GbékE 1: £6 dtsé dnyZ. 'The child cried out
*%*®  for his mother.

(c) Compound Verbs with Object Nominal occurring EITHER ]

media;ly OR in End position.

Prars s A W

1 nyé.o.feé\... T @e 8e

T ———

NGl 1¢ nyZZ efle 9§9§.@;3§é.}é.1é. "The man could not do

e poinn v

waf 14 nye? odel.plkeé, 14 1 efeen.  vhat I told bim'

et by
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9, Obi 1¢& 1% miifé miitsé bd.
10. Obi 1¢& 1& miifd detsé bd.
Drill 104: Repeat.

1. Kadhe mdkomoko oye.

2, Kadyd obdl 1le.

3. Nxékatseléa nyéwodzi 1& nxelwieé.

4. Nyfkawied nokédnokd nyafia le.
5. Hé NySnmo Syé.

6. Nxéxéa nxébuéa nyéhe.
7. Kadhe mdko dyé.

8. 0s5£d 12 keé wohe 1¢ woyd.

9. HE mdyd mibud bo.
10. Mfstn33 m¥tse wdlé 14 mEfS.

Drill 105: Repeat.
1. B4 wo otsi.
2, B4 wosde Otsi.
3. Ny@sece 4&fi 1&, ebd médéyy wia.

~n I'4 \~ O‘L
4. Gbii ét€ nee

s &yed awupd waa.
5. Ekpeo sce dda gbi.

6. Kadkwe mihie nmEné.

7. Min le nménd dzf gbit éti.
8. Eye 4fil nyﬁqmﬁi et¥ ke ényS.

9, Méébe aféd otsil eté 14.

10. Soo nf baa néé otsi.

'Your child is crying for you.'

'Your child is crying for you.'

Identify the tenses of the Compound Verbs.

'Don't believe anyone.'

'Don't help him.'

‘'Don't throw your books away.'

Don't say anything against him.'

'Believe in God.'
'Help each other.'
"Don't believe anyone.'

'"The priest says we should believe
him,' |

'Let me help you.'

'f don't want to throw the book

away. '

'Come a week tomorrow.'
'"Come next week.'

'Last year, he did very well.'

'"These days she feels very jealous.'

'He is late every day.'
'Don't expect me today.'

'f{ saw him three days ago.'
"He is 32 years old.'

'When will the post-funeraly
ceremony be performed?

'A week this coming Thursday.'
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Drill 106: Complete the following sentences as directed.

1. mdkomoko . (hé y&) Negative Aorist, 3rd pers. sing.

'He does not believe anyone.'

2. NyEmi ~ nyEmf. (ye bdd) Habitual

'Brother helps brother.'
3. tékéfhe 1¢ . (fsé f%) Dir. Imperative Sing.

'Throw the rag away.'

4. : nyé. (14 hé) Future. 3rd pers. sing.

'She will sing for you.'
5. Té bd t&3\n. (ye bid) Future. 1lst pers. sing.

- "How can. I help you?'
6. Obi 1¢ 12 bd. (£f6 tsé) Progressive.

'Your child has been crying for you.'

7. amEn5£§m3f 1¢ amé. (n3 fa) Dir. Imperat. Pl.

'Forgive them their mistakes.

8, Oyitswél dyitéy. (gbe fhé) Perfect. 2nd pers. sing.

'Your hair is all tousled up.

9. 1¢ ° . (ka kwé\) Neg. Perfect. 1lst pers. sing.

'Yl have not tested him.'
10. MAntsé 12__ kpeé 1¢ . (tsi td) Past.

'The chief postponed the meetirg.'

Drill 107: Complete the following sentences as directed.

1. bd = kdkooko. (hé y&) Neg. Future. 3rd pers. pl.

'They will never believe you.'

am. (ye bid) Consecutive..2nd pers.

2, NyEmﬁmf keé

'Your mother says you should help them.'
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3. Kad mdko _ dd4. (hé y2) Neg. Perf.

i 'Ade has never trusted anyone.'

4. Ekeé m%‘i'.di"dz'i 14 nyé' . (hé y&) Neg. Consecut.

4

'He said the black people should not trust you.'

5. wd. (tsi bénkd) Neg. Imperat. Sing.

'Don't move near us.'

b 6. ml. (tsi bénké) Neg. Imperat. Sing.

'Don't move near me.'

; 7. Misumd3 18, (wié fi) Consecutive. lst pers. sing.

'I do not want to speak against him.'
8. Hi 1e. (wié.fi) Permissive. 1lst pers. sing.

] 'Let me speak against him.'

é 9. Eh3% nyé. (wié f{) Consecutive. 3rd pers. pl.
i 'He did not let them speak against you.'
3 10. Nyéhﬁé | . 12, (wié‘fi), Permissive. 3rd pers. sing.

'Let him speak against him.'

LESSON FORTY

Contonation Patterns: Disyllabic Low tone Verbs.

Disyllabic Low tone verbs are thoée like solea 'to pray’,
'to baptise'; dzwlns 'to think' and gwao.'to whip'. The root
syllables of these verbs have low tones. :

(i) The table below presents'the contonation pattern of a disyllabic Low Tone
verb when it has a noun subject. Every syllable is marked. The symbols
used are the same as in Table V.

' TABLE VI: CONTONATION PATTERNS OF DISYLLABIC LOW TONE VEﬁBS

1 Tﬁg;ker ‘ Root ___Marker
gw 1. Past | | o “

g 2. Perfect é N

é 3. Progressive mi¥ o




Tense Marker Root

4. Future bad e
5. Habitual *

6. Neg. Aorist

7. Neg. Perf. ~
8. Neg. Fut. ¢
9. (a) Imperat. Sing. ‘¢
9, (b) Imperat. Pl. nyé o
10. (a) Neg. Imperat. Sing. ka4 ‘o
10. (b) Neg. Imperat. Pl.  nyckd '
11. Consecutive ‘ 1 e
12. Neg. Consecut. 4ké >
13. Permissive Singl. 4 i @)

(ii) Note the change in root tomes in tﬁé Negative tenses (Aorist,
Perfect and Future) and the Positive Imperative Singular.

(iii) When tense and pronominal prefixes co-occur, the latter precede
the former. However, the pronominal prefixes replace the tense-marking
prefixes é- in the Perfect and 4- in the Consecutive, Negative
Consecutive and Permissive, retaining the high tone of these prefixes
so that all pronominal prefixes have high tomes in these tenses. (In
ths 3rd pers. pl. the high tone occurs on the 2nd syllable, i. e.
amé-.) Only the initial 4- (Consecutive marker) of the Negative
Consecutive &kd- is replaced. Other formal changes when pronominal
subject prefixes occur are (1) doubling of the pronominal vowel of
the 2nd and 3rd person singular and the unrestricted personal pronouns
(2) reduction of lst person singular with Future tense marker to give

mfba- or ma- .

(iv) To supplement the above table, it should be noted that the lst
person singular prefix mi is high toned, while all other pronominal
subject prefixes are low toned, but that mi- has low tone (like the
other. pronoun prefixes) in the Past tense, while the other pronouns
have high tone (like mi- ) in the Perfect, Consecutive, Negative
Consecutive and Permissive temnses. (In the 3rd person plural, the high
tone occurs only on the 2nd syllable.)

Drill 108: Insert the correct verb forms in the following sentences.,

1. nii anS. (too) (Progres. 3rd Pers. Sing.) 'He is ironing.'
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2.

nif an3. (too) (Progres., lst Pers. Sing.) 'T am ironing.'
3. Kofime nii an3. (too) (Progres) 'Kofi and his friends are ironing. '

4. Gbobild 1@ 106 1&. (tsuko) (Past) 'The hunter cured the meat.'

5. Gbobild 1¢& 106 1&. (tsuko) (Perfect) 'The hunter has cured

6.

prayed for you.

9.

10.

Drill 109: Insert the low tone verbs in the sentences. ;

prayed for him.

the meat.'

nye. (sole...h¥) (Perfect, lst pers. sing.) 'T have
12. (sole...hé) (Perfect, 3rd pers. pl.) 'They have

gbé 12 toi. (ddm3) (Future, partially reduced; 1st pers. sing )
'Y shall stand at the edge of the road.'

gbé 1 toi. (d¥m3) (Future, fully reduced; lst pers. sing.)
'Y shall stand at the edge of the road.'

gbé 1¢ tof. (d3m¥) (Future, lst pers. pl.) 'We shall stand
at the edge of the road.

1. EnyemI 18 gbé 1& toi. (ddm3) (Future)

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

9.

10.

"Don't you like meat?’

'His brother will stand at the edge of the road.' g

bd. (sole...ha) (Past, lst pers. sing.)
grazed ed for you. ' {
dda gbi. (sole) (Habitual, 1lst pers. pl.) :

"We pray every day.

dda 12ébi. (sole) (Habitual, 1lst pers. sing.)
T pra pray every morning. '

1d0? (sUm3) (Neg. Aor., 2nd pers. sing.)

I A e

1d0. (sUm3) (Neg. Aor., lst pers. sing.)
T don't like meat.' ’

NuS 1¢ misane. (sumB) (Neg. Aor.)
'The man doesn't like me.'

Kof{ wond di%. (sim¥) (Neg. Perf.)
'Rofi has never liked soup.'

B e oA N e s o o 8 ot 0 3

Séwd 10 di¥. (stm®) (Neg. Perf.) | ;
'Sowa has never liked meat.'

dgqq. (wold) (Neg; Perf., 1lst pers. sing.)
"1 have not coughed again.'

U T R A
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Drill 110: Insert the low tone verbs in the sentences.

1. 6bi 12 dSnn. (wolo) (Neg. Fut.)
"Your child will not cough again.'

2, dhe &£}, (dawiy) (Neg. Fut., 1lst pers. pl.)
"We will not think evil of him.' ’

3. m{hé ef1d. (séy) (Neg. Fut., lst pers. sing.)
shall not _hang myself for nothing.'
b4 lé (gwao) (Imperative Sing.)
TWhip h
5. ame. (gwao) (Imperative Pl.)
Whip TWhip them!'
6. ye bid. (sre) (Neg. Imperat. Sing.)

Don't swim here:!'

7. y¢ fad 1& miq. (sre) (Neg. Imperat. Pl.)
™Don't swim in the river:'

8. Ekeé gbdbiloi 12 1. (tiu) (COnsecutive)
'He said the hunters should follow him up.'

9. Ekeé tsd 1&. (teo) (Neg. Consecut., 2nd pers. sing.)
'He said you should not plant the tree.’

10. Nyehaﬁ I& £{do. (dﬁmﬁ) (Permissive Pl., 3rd pers. pl.)
'Let them stand a little.'

LESSON FORTY ONE

Dialogue: At the Market

A: Wobadgbd nyé n3n% wina ye dzrd 1& nS.
'We will describe for you what we saw in the market.

Nyé 14 dira gbl, hdws 1¢ dzén¥ so ékpakpa.
'Yesterday was market day, so the place was really crowded '

z

Koonbil srdtoisrdtoi dze aklowdl le f&€ mly amEbawo dzra.
'Al11 kinds of country people came from the villages and displayed

their wares.'

MTkomEI tre yile, meTikome? tre améd.
'Some carried yams, some carried tomatoes.'

METkome: h3% mdtsru, mETkomeY h3% scbe.
'Some sold palm oil; some sold garden eggs.'

%
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B: Dzrayeloi pii hii k& 1512 dze G& keba.
'Many traders too came by lorry from Accra.'
]

Mimdh35151 tre nmé kikpakpad jt.
'Cloth-sellers were hawking their goods.'

z

B: M yei widziwddzl komEl tra loo ke kEntéi as€e€.
'and some big fat women sat behind baskets of fish.'

Vocabulary
go. 'to teem with 1ife or action' sébe. 'garden egg'
koogbfi. ‘rustics’ dzrayelo. 'trader’

wo dzra. 'to lay out wares for sale' kpa...f!. 'roam about'

améd. 'tomato' widzIwddzi. 'very big'
mutsru. 'palm oil' kEntéq. 'basket’
" NOTES

Contonation Patterns: Mbnosxllabic Low Tone Verbs

(i) Monosyllabic Low tone verbs, sometimes referred to here as
Monosyllabic Class II, such as gbe 'to kill', ta 'to chew' have
the contonation patterns given below. A few monosyllabic verbs (Monosyllabic
Class III) e. g. ba, 'to come' have the same contonation patterns except
in the Negative Aorist, Negative Perfect, Negative Future
and Positive Imperative Singular, where they have the tonal patterns of
High tone verbs,

The Class III roots are:

be. 'to be well cooked' ye. 'to eat’

ba. 'to come' le. 'to know'

wo. 'to sleep' ‘afi. 'to hear'; 'to understand'
wa. 'to be hard’ bo...toi. 'to listen'

wo. 'to wear’ dze. 'to come from'

ho. 'to pass’

TABLE VII: CONTONATION PATTERNS OF THE MONOSYLLABIC LOW TONE VERBS

Tense Marker Root Marker
1. Past *
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Tense Marker Root

2. Perfect é .
3. Progressive mil .
4. Future ba4! *

5. Habitual

6. Neg. Aorist é. ’
7. Neg. Perfect é: ‘
8. Neg. Future é: ‘
9. (a) Imp. Sing. * ’
9. (b) Imp. Pl. nyé B a
10. (a) Neg. Imp. Sing. kad! *
10. (b) Neg. Imp. P1l. nyé ké . a
11. Consecutive : * -
12. Neg. Consecut. dkéd! -
13. (a) Permissive Sing. 4! ¥ -

13, (b) Permigssive P1. 4 * a

(ii) The symbols and the patterns used with pronominal subject prefixes

are the same as for Tables V and VI. Pronominal subject prefixes also
replace the marker prefix in the Negative Aorist, Negative Future and

Negative Perfect tenses.

LESSON FORTY TWO

Drill 111: Repeat. Low tone verbs are underlined.
1. Kof{ gbd tod 1¢&. (Past) 'Kofi slaughtered the sheep.'

2. Amd gbd tod 1¢&. (Past) 'Ama slaughtered the sheep.'
3. Séwd gbe tod 1¢. (Past) 'Sowa slaughtered the sheep.'

4. Wogbe tod 1¢. (Past) 'We élaughtered the sheeﬁ.'
5. Migbe tod 1é. (Past) 'I slaughtered the sheep.’

6. NG 12 gbe tod 1&. (Past) 'The man slaughtered the sheep.'

80




7. Kofi egbd dskddskd.
8. Amd egbd dskdddkd.

9. Séwh égbd dSkddSkd.
10. Wigbe dskddskd.
11. Mf{gbe d3kddSkd.
12, NG 14 egbd dskddskd.
Drill 112: Repeat

1. Ago m bd.

2. Qotsa bd.

3. Eetsa bd.

4, MiTtsd bu.

5. m'_t_s_é, kada.

6. Miitsd.

7. Omisd miida.

8. Kofi laa dda gbi.

9, Séwa gbeo too waa.
10. Mflda dfa minke.

11. Wogbeo too dda otsi.
12. Nif 12 tsaa kadd wia.

Drill 113: Repeat

1. Ebadtsé ts3.

|

2. Ebadtsé waa.

3. MibatSé 'f]m’.néo

4. Mibatsé Hogbaa.

5. NGOG 1@ badgbe too.

6. Gbeé tdo.

7. Gbeé dokddSkd.

(Perf.)
(Perf.)
(Perf.)
(Perf.)
(Perf.)

(Perf.)

(Progr.)
(Progr.)
(Progr.)
(Progr.)
(Progr.)
(?rogr.)
(Progr.)
(Habit.)
(Habit.)
(Habit.)
(Habit.)

(Habit.)

(Fut.)
(Fut.)
(Fut.)
(Fut.)

(Fut.)

'Rofi has killed a duck.'
'Ama has killed a duck.'
'Sowa has killed a duck.'
'We have killed a duck.'
'I have killed a duck.'

e

'The man has killed a duck.'

'Ago is digging a hole.'
'You are digging a hole.'
'He is digging a hole.'

'I am digging a hole.'
't am digging up crabs.'

'I am digging.'

'Your stomach is growing big.'

'Rofi dreams every day.'

'Sowa is good at slaughtering sheep.’
'Y dream every night.'

'We slaughter sheep every week.'

"The man is good at digging up crabs;'.

'It will delay too much.'
'He will stay very late.'
'T will stay late today.’

' will stay late Sunday.'
'"The man will slaughter a sheep.'

(Posit. Imp. Sing.) ‘'Slaughter a sheep:’

(Posit. Imp. Sing.) 'Kill a duck:’
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8. Tsad st kébd.

9., Tsad bu y& bié.

10. Nyém2d £{do.

Drill 114: Repeat

1. Kof{ emé€ Sowd.
[ )
2. Séwa éme€ KOf{.

3. Nt 14 etsda si 14.

4. Ming2 12.

5. Etsde kulaa.

6. é\;n'é_né}_ mdkomoko.
7. Kof{ .e_k_f"_l_lg eyl 1¢.
8. _é_gtj_kg eyl 1é.

9, _é_tlé_l_(g nékd.

10. Anégbdkd tod 14.
Drill 115: Repeat

s 0
1. EnEE.

2. Séwa étsdkd si 18,

3. wﬁméﬁ nye.

4. Anéndd gbekébil 14.

5. Séwa étsdj bu 14.
6. Minty daF d3nn.

(Posit. Imp. Sing.) 'Dig up soil and bring it.
(Posit. Imp. Sing.) 'Dig a hole here.'

(Posit. Imp. P1l.) 'Wait a little!l'

(Neg. Aor.) 'Rofi didn't wait for Sowa.'
(Neg. Aor.) 'Sowa didn't wait for Kofi.'

(Neg. Aor.) '"The man didn't dig up the soil.'

(Neg. Aor.) 'Y didn't wait for him.'
(Neg. Aor.) 'He didn't stay long at all.'
(Neg. Aor.) "They didn't see anyone.'

(Neg. Perf.) 'Kofi hasn't cut his hair.'
(Neg. Perf.) 'He hasn't cut his hair.'

(Neg. Perf.) 'You haven't seen anything yet.'

(Neg. Perf.) 'They haven't slaughtered the
sheep.'

(Neg. Aor.) 'He didn't wait.'

(Neg. Perf.) 'Sowa hasn't dug up the soil.'

(Neg. Fut.) 'We will not wait for you.'
(Neg. Fut.) '"They will not see the children.'

(Neg. Fut.) 'Sowa will not dig the hole.'
(Neg. Fut.) 'T shall not drink alcohol again.'

7. Nid 1¢ egbdd dokddSkd.(Neg. Fut.) "The man will not slaughter a

8. Nyékam?a wo.
9. Nyékam:é’ﬁ .

10. Nyékam¥d d3nn.

. duck.'
(Neg. Imp. P1.)'Don't wait for us.' ‘

(Neg. Imp. P1.)'Don't wait:’

(Neg. Imp. P1.)'Don't wait any more:'
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LESSON FORTY THREE

\

Drill 116: Repeat. Low tone verbs are underlined.

1. Kaégg. (Neg. Imp. Sing.) '‘Don't waite'

\

2. Kadme Sowa. (Neg. Imp. Sing.) '‘Don't wait for Sowa.'

\

3. Kadme Kofi. (Neg. Imp. Sing.) '‘Don't wait for Kofi.'

\

4., Kadmé mi. (Neg. Imp. Sing.) Don't wait for me.’

\

P

5. Kadmé tsY. (Neg. Imp. Sing.) 'Don't wait too much. '

6. KaémE keke. (Neg. Imp. Sing.) 'Don't wait for nothing.”
7. Wnk. (Posit. Indir. Imp.) 'Me should wait.’

8..Amémé £ido. (Posit. Indir. Imp.) . They should wait a little.'

9. Mimé? (Posit. Indir. Imp.) 'Should I wait?"'
10. WineE an? " (Posit. Indir. Imp.) 'We should wait for them.'

Drill 117: Repeat

S —

1. Kofi agbd tod 14. (Posit. Indir. Imp.) 'Kofi should slaughter
the sheep.
2. Kofi agbé dokddskd.  (Posit. Indir. Imp.) 'Kofi should kill the

o 1 duCko !
3. Kofi kié AmEmE Sowd. (Posit. Consecut.) 'Kofi says they should

, Ca wait for Sowa.
4. Kofi k&¢é Sowd dme ame. (Posit. Consecut.) '"Kofi says Sowa should
. , X wait for them.’
5. Opapd k&é ome. (Posit. Consecut.) "Your father says yOU
. : should wait.'
6. Amkeé nyEtsd bu 1. (Posit. Consecut.) 'They say you should
dig the hole. '

7. 6pépé kéé omé le. (Consecut.) 'Your father says Jou
’ should wait for him.'
g
8. Wokame. (Neg. Indir. Imp.) 'We should not wait.'
< 3
9. Amékamé kwlaa. (Neg. Indir. Imp.) 'They should not wait at
V P N N 3110' .
10. Amékamé wo. (Neg. Indir. Imp.) 'They should not wail
" for us.'

 Drill 118: Repeat
| ' 9
1. Kofin€ akam€. (Neg. Indir. Imp.) 'Kofi and his friends should
' . not wait.'
9. Kofim® akamé mi. (Neg. Indir. Imp.) "Kofi and his friends should
not wait for me.'
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3 1 .~
3. Kofime akame ddnn.

4. Omimi k&é okame .

5. Omimf k2¢ okame le. (Neg. Consecut.)

(Neg. Consecut.)

(Neg. Indir. Imp.) 'Kofi and his friends

should not wait anymore.'

'Your mother says you
should not wait.'

'Your mother says you
should not wait for her.'

6. AmZkeé wokam? (Neg. Consecut.) '"They say we should
not wait?'
7. Amékeé wokamé° (Neg. Consecut.) 'They say we should not

8. Kofi k&é Soﬁé ékamé. (Neg. Consecut.)

9. Kofi k&é Sowa Skams 1le. (Neg. Consecut.)

wait. !

'Rofi said Sowa should
not wait.'

'Rofi said Sowa should
not wait for him.

10. Ekeé ydé 14 akagbd dokddSkd 1¢. (Neg. Consecut.) 'He said the woman

Drill 119 : Repeat
1. Hi Kbff ggé. (Permis. Sing.)

’ T | .
2, Ha AmEme. (Permis. Sing.)

3. Hi m3me. (Permis. Sing.)

4 9l
4. H3 eme. (Permis. Sing.)
5. Kadh3d KOfi me. (Permis. Sing.)

7. Kadhd amEmg wo. (Permis. Sing.)

8. Nyéhaé Kofi amé"é. (Permis. P1.)
9. Ny‘é'h‘a‘ié Kofl'.ﬂé amé‘é. (Permis. Pl.)
10. Nyéhzi migbda tod 14.

Drill 120 Repeat

%

1. Nyékahad Kofi

2. Nyékahaé Sowa ggg_tsé.. (Permis. Pl.
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a. (Permis. Pl.

should not kill
the duck.

'Let Kofi wait.'

'Let them wait.'

'Let me wait.'

'Let him wait.'

'Don't let Kofi wait.'

'Don't let Kofi wait too long.'

'Don't let them wait for us.'
'Let Kofi wait.'
'Let Kofi and his friends wait.'

'"Let me slaughter the sheep.'

) 'Don't let Kofi wait.'

) 'Don't let Sowa wait too
much. '




3. Nyékahaé Kofimé mé3. (Permis. Pl.) "Don't let Kofi and company

wait.'
4. Nygkahﬁé eméd pii. (Permis. Pl.) "Don't let him wait a lot.'
5. Nyékahﬁ% amémea. (Permis. P1l.) "Don't let them wait.' i

6. NGG 14 h33 KOF{ amg. (Permis. Sing.) 'The man didn't let Kofi

wait.'
7. Nﬁé 18 hi KOE{ EE' (Permis. Sing.) "The man let Kofi wait.'

8. Nt lé hﬁﬁ Sowa dmd. (Permis. Sing.) 'The man will not let i
Sowa wait.'

9. Mt 14 hikd Séwa émé. (Permis. Sing.) 'The man has not allowed i

Scwa to wait.'

16;‘Ny€héﬂ womé. (Consecut.) 'You will not let us wait.'
\ — y =

LESSON FORTY FOUR

Nouns and Adjectives

(i) Nouns and Adjectives are words which have different forms
only for singular and plural number, and words which function
similarly to those that have. |

(ii) A Noun can be the head or the only member of a Noun Phrase
that can function as the subject or object of a verb in the sentence.
An Adjective qualifies a Noun, and cannot be the only member of a
Noun Phrase.

(iii) An Adjective agrees in number with the Noun it qualifies,
and follows it in the Noun Phrase. Other words functioning as
Adjectives may precede the Noun. '

(iv) A Noun Phrase can be either closed or open: a closed Noun
Phrase has as its final constituent the enclitic 1l€; an open Noun
Phrase does not end in 1¢.

(v) Adjectives that qualify a Noun that is the head of a closed
Noun Phrase occur before the enclitic 1€.

(vi) Some Nouns and Adjectives are distinguished only by the
position they occupy in the Noun Phrase. Some Nouns begin with a
high tone syllable é- that is absent in the corresponding adjectives.

Adjective Noun
kpdkpa. 'good' , ékpakpa. 'good'

£544. 'bad' ée5ih . 'evil




22,

Adjective
yéh. ‘'white'
tsru, 'red'

komé. 'one’

Drill 121: Repeat.

1. Niti. 'A man.'

2. Niti ko. 'A certain man.'

e o R~ m s s

Noun

éyel . 'white'

étdru. 'red'

ékomé. 'one'

3., NUG tsru ko. 'A certain fair-coloured man.'

4. NGU kakﬁdénn kd. 'A certain tall man.'

5. NG tsru kak3dénn k8. 'A tall fair-coloured man.’

6. NGG 1&. 'The man.'

7. NGl tsru kak3ddny 1&. 'The tall red man.'

8. Be ké 1. 'Once upon a time.'

r'd
9. Hif komeI. 'Certain men.'

10. HIf koméf 1&. 'Those men.'

11. HIY tsudzi kak3didz} komZ%.

12. Hi tsudzi kakididzi komet

Drill 122: Repeat.
1. Agbd 14.
2. Agbdb agbo.
3. Agbéi agboi e 18.
4. wblo df4 bibido 1.
5. EdTi bibléo 14.
6. Bfbil 14.
" 7. Gbékdbil bibil 1¢.
8. HIY été 1& £22 ni 1le.

9. HiY £&2 ni.

14. 'Those tall fair-coloured men.'

'"The big one.'

'A big gate.'

'"The three big gates.'
'"The small black book.'
'"The small black oné.'
'"The small onmes.'

'"The little children.'

'A11 the three men saw him.'

'A11 men are good.'
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'Certain tall fair-coloured men.'
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10. Em3mf diéntse ba.

3

4

. A: Yoo.

dzwre.

'Her mother came herself,’

LESSON FORTY FIVE

Dialogue

K13m3 kapédzi 1¢ nI dzwre dkp

'Pick up the pennies on the t

An% okplén 12 n3 okeé 1&, 4lo

15n 1& o3 14 ohd o
able for me,'

o 2f1f1.

'Did you say on the table, or under it?!

Mikeé dyitéy.

'I said on top.'

B: Miﬁla fég momo .

'T have picked them up already.'

Rwémo s&% 12 see 4kd Sbadni migd 12 16.

'Okay. See if you can find my ring behind the chair.'

'T have found it.
bedstead."'
A: M6. Ahékoo.

'Well done. Congratulations

képle, kdpidzi. 'penny, pennies’

nf. 'which'

'to lie on'
okpl3n. 'table'
n%3. 'on, upon'
dnY. 'is it?'

Yité'ﬁ . ! tOp

Eki s&f 14 n% m3 saatsé 14 h1¢ 12 mised.

It was beside the chair in front of the

Vocabulary
hla.

'to pick up'

4 [ ] [ ]
mémo: 'already
16. Interrogative word
m3. 'to stand at'
saatso. 'bedstead'

PAY

hig. 'in front of'

Syt IS U O TR S v  ps R el

m3se{. 'near; by the side of'
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NOTES

Contonation Patterns: High-Mid Verbs

The Table below sets out the contonation patterns for High-
Mid tone verbs such as tsiké 'to change' and bénkd ‘to move near'.
Symbols and formal changes with pronominal prefixes are the same
as for Tables V, VI and VII.

TABLE VIII: Contonation Patterns: Hi h-Mid Verbs
Tense Marker Root Marker
*
Past ! ‘
*
Perfect é! ‘
, *
Progressive mii
*
Future bad ‘
Habitual . ¢ d
Neg. Aorist ¢ (V)
Neg. Perf. o ! kd
, *
Nego Fllt. ' T‘
4
Imp. Sing. o ! m3
Impo Plo nYé ‘ * h
Neg. Imp. Sing. kad ‘%
Neg. Imp. Pl. nyéké o a
Consecut. 4 . ¥
*
Neg. Consecut. a kd ‘
*
Permiss. Sing. a ‘
Permiss. Pl. a £ a

LESSON FORTY SIX

Drills: Repeat. High-Mid Verbs are underlined.
Drill 123.

1. Kof{ tsdkd Iiké 14. (Past) 'Kofi changed the money.'

2. Koff tsdké m{Iiké 1d. (Past) ‘Kofi changed my money.'




V 3. Amd tsdkd m{fiké 14. (Past) ‘'Ama changed my money. '

| 4. Sowd ggékg_fiké 14. (Past) 'Sowa changed the money.'

5. Séwa tsaké miflké 1. (Past) 'Sowa changed my money. '

6. NG 12 sgéké,fiké 1. (Past) 'The man changed the money.'

5 7. Wobépke ame. (Past) 'We are near them.'

)
8. Anébépkd gbekébil 1d. (Past) 'They are near the children.'

9. Migénté f?nﬁé 12 he nyé. (Past) 'I painted the door yesterday.'

§ 10. MIfliki ketee GE. (Past) 'I flew to Accra.'

Drill 124

E 1. Kodzé etsdke [ikd 1d. | (Perfect) 'Kodzo has changed the money.'

f 2. Amd etsdkd mifikd 1¢. (Perfect) 'Ama has changed my money.'

§ 3. K3nd ébdpkd wo égbéné. | (Perfect) 'Koney has moved near us now.’

§ 4. DSkta éél;gl_kétée Kimadse. (Perfect) 'Doctor has flown to Kumasi.'

j 5. D3ktd 1¢ gil;kl'kétée Kim3Zse. (Perfect) 'The doctor has flown to ;

% . Kumasi.' }

& 6. Miggégg,fiké 14. (Perfect) 'I have changed the money. ' §

% 7. wéggégg_wafiké 14d. (Perfect) 'We have changed our money. ' %
8. Améggégé mifiké 14. - (Perfect) 'They have changed my money. ' %
9. éggégg.fiké 4. (Perfect) 'He has changed the money.' E
10. Etsika? (Perfect) 'Has he changed it?' é

Drill 125
1. Kodzé miitsdke fiké 1¢. (Progressive) 'Kodzo is changing the money.' ;

2. Amd mittsdké qfiké 1¢. " 'Ama is changing your money. ' :

3. Séwa miitsdke wqfiké 1¢. " 'Sowa is changing our money. ' %

. 4. Draiva 1& miitsdke etalé. " '"The driver is changing his ]
| clothes.' ;

5. AmEmiitsdke amche. " '"They are changing .' ‘ 3

; 6. Eetsik® n3féend. " 'He is changing~everything.' E”
g 7. Ootsakd fiké 12? " 'Are you changing the money? ' 3

89




8. MfItsaké minifeém. (Progressive) 'I am changing my behaviour.'

9. quigé wo. " 'He is catching up with us.’
10. Oqgigé ts3. " 'You are too much of a parasite.’
Drill 126
1. Tete badfZnd kpai 14. (Future) 'Tetteh will unmtie the string.' ?
2. NG§ 12 baifend kpﬁé 1. " "The man will untie the string.'
3. Amd bA4fEnd kpﬁé 4. " 'Ama will untie the string.'
4. Mibatsak® fiké. " 'T will change money.'
5. Mﬁtsaké‘fiké sanme. " 'T will change a considerable sum.of
6. "tiye?baétsaké fika\?. " 'Will you change money?"' neney
%. Kodzé kiia nS£22n3. (Habitual) 'Kodzo remembers everything.'
8. Amd kdio em3n{ daa. " 'Ama always remembers her mother.'
9, naf 12 kdlo emidn déa gbi." '"The man remembers his hometown
. every day.' ’
" 10. Mfkdio épapd ts3. " 'I remember your father too well.'

LESSON FORTY SEVEN

Drills: Repeat. High-Mid Verbs are underlined.

Drill 127
1. Kof{ kali mdkomoko. (Neg. Aorist) 'Kofi does not remember anybody.' ;
2. Amd kinde niqmﬁé 1. " 'Ama did not read the writing.' %
3. Tete tido nokd. " 'Tetteh is not looking for anything.' ?
4. Gbéké 1 kali 2tse gbél. " 'The child does not_ remember his ]
> L] # i
, father's name. ;
5. Mikali 1. " 'I don't remember him.' ]
6. AmZkdli bd. " '"They don't remember you.' é

7. Kofi kdndkd wold 1&. (Neg. Perf.) 'Kofi has mot read the book.'

8. AmEkilkd héni odzc. " '"They have not remembered where %

" you are from. 3

T 9.~Mfgﬁm$kb ékd daa. " 'I have not peeled one before.' ]
’ [ 1S 4

10. Nt 1¢ gimdkd akutd d3d. " 'The man has not peeled oranges

90 before. '




Drill 128.
1. Teté tsakéj fiké 14. (Neg. Fut.) 'Tettey.will not change the

money.
2. Amd kdndy niqméﬁ néé. " 'Ama will not read this writing.'
3. Mikgggéﬁ st 14, " 'T will not mix up the soil.’
4. Mikposdy nidé. " 'T will not rub my hands.' |
5. NGG 14 kotd) mimd 1¢. " 'The man will not fold the cloth.'
6. Tete kindd owdlé le. " 'Tetteh will not read your book.'

7. Tsdkémd onifééw%. (Dir. Imp. Sing.) 'Change your behaviour.

8. Ofaf ~ n¥, tsikémd mifiké né¢. " 'Please change my money.'

9. Gitm3 akutd 1¢ he. " 'peel the orange!'
10. Tsitm3 kad 12 he. | " 'Wipe the car clean:’

Drill 129.

1. Nyétsakéa nyéniféém%. (Dir. Imp. P1l.) 'Change your behaviour:'

2. Nyétsﬁm%ﬁ k43 1& he. " 'Wipe the car clean.'
3. Nyégﬁm;" akutdl 1¢. v 'Peel the oranges!'

4. Kadtsake fiké >hi mdné. (Neg. Imp. Sing.) 'Don't change money
. for this fellow.'

5. Kadtsaké nokdnokd oh3 12. " '‘Don't change anything for him.'
6. Kaitsim3 kad 12 he leébi nfz, " 'Don't wipe the car this morning.'
7, Kaéggmé akutd 1¢. " 'Don't peel the orange.'

8. Nyékatsakéa nyzhe déé. (Neg. Imp. Pl.) 'Don't changé yet.'

9. Nyékatsakéa nékdnoks. " 'Don't change anything.'

10. Nyfkafatia amZhe. | " 'Don't join them.'

Drill 130.

1. Ekeé ni 1¢ atsakd efiki 1&. (Consecut.) 'He said the man should
change his m.oney.i

2. Eksé otsakd efikd 14 ohd 12. " 'He says you should change

his money for him.'
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3. Ekeé T2te étsﬁmé kad 12 he. (Consecut.) 'He says Tetteh should
wipe the car.'

)
4. Ekeé Tete dkatsimd kad 12 he. (Neg. Consecut.) 'He says Tetteh
should not wipe the car.'

5. Ekeé mIkagﬁmé akutd 1¢. (Neg. Consecut.) 'He says I should not
peel the orange.

6. Hi mitsaké qfiké 14. (Permiss. Sing.) 'Let me change your money.'

7. H3 Tite dtsakd fiké 12 d&. " 'Let Tetteh change the money
first.'

8. Nyéhﬁé mﬁtsakéa.fiké 1& déé. (Permiss. Pl.) 'Let me change the
money first.

9. Nyéhaé Amd ak3nda miwd1d 14. (Permiss. P1.) 'Let Ama read my book.'

£y 4 4 3 ’ " ' ' '
10. Nyfkahda Amd kdnda miwdld 1é. Don't let Ama read my book.

LESSON FORTY EIGHT

Compound Nouns and Possessive Noun Phrases

(i) A Compound Noun is a structure of Noun + Noun which functions
as a single Noun. A Compound Noun is marked by pluralisation of the
structure as a whole, i. e. the plural form of the Compound Noun has
the plural suffix marker only with the final Noun of the Compound.

(ii) A singular Compound Noun is in form very similar to a singular
Noun Phrase of Possessive structure, since the order of elements is

the same. But it is identifiable by reference to the corresponding
plural form, since the Possessive Plural phrase has an overt a-

marker.

These patterns may be represented:
Compound Nouns: (1) Ns + Ns Singular
(2) Ns + Np Plural
Possessive Phrases: (1) Ns + Ns Singular Possessor

(2) Ns + Np Singular Possessor
(3) Np + aNs Plural Possessor

(4) Np + aNp Plural Possessor

Drill 131. Repeat. Compound Nouns are underlined.

1. Eemd tsotsii yc¢ Tem3. 'He is erecting a wooden building at Tema.'
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2. Een3mY tsotsul ¥ ye Temd. 'He is erecting three wooden
buildings at Tema.'

3. 6tsbfé 12 ke mi éyd. 'Your medicine has agreed with me. '

4. Dokta Add hi of tsofal Srdtoi. 'Dr. Addy gave me various drugs.'

5. Kofi stim33 dadé dwalé 14. 'Kofi likes the iron sgoon.'

6. Kofi yt dadé dwalél agboi pii. 'Kofi has many big irom spoons. '

7. Négbd Swdded yén 1@ y5d. 'Where is your white ring?’

'She didn't wear her white rings

[}
8. Ewéo dwadgdi yédzl 1¢ nmEné.
. tOday.'

9. éfi yele fufuf. ‘'Let them prepare yam fufu',

10. Ewo ﬁiké gd., 'She is wearing a gold ring.'

Drill 132: Repeat. Possessive Noun Phrases are underlined.

1. Eemd tootsl ye Temi. 'He is building a sheep-pen at Tema.'

2. Eem3 tooiatsl ye Temd. 'He is building a pen for sheep at Tema.'

at Tema.'

4. M2 tso fa né. 'Which tree's root is this?'

5. Tsei afdi kim3 tst 14. 'Roots of trees broke down the building.'

'The roots of the trees broke down
the building.

7. Otsd 1& g5 12 ki tst 14. 'The root of your tree broke down the
building.

6. Tsei 12 afaf 1& kimd tsi 14.

9. AfY fufui ddadé. ‘Let them dig up Cassava for making fufu.'
10. Ehi 1 niyeli Iiké. 'He gave her money for food.'

LESSON FORTY NINE

Verbs: Plurals and Iteratives

rms that occur when the action of the

1. Some verbs have plural fo
verb is repeated, or when its nominal subject or object is plural.

e, got
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3, EemXn3 tooiatsll été ye Temd. 'He is building three pens for sheep

)
8. Aafeé yeiakpeé 1¢ nméné. 'The women's meeting is being held today."'
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1. Koff td dzemé. (Sing.) 'Rofi gat there.'

2. Kofimé é;é_dzemé. (Pl.) 'Rofi and his friends sat there.'
3. NuG 1% k8 te. (Sing.) '"The man picked up a stome.’

4. NGG 1& K13 tel. (P1.) '"The man picked up stones.'

5. Ebo. (Sing.) '"He shouted.' (once)

6. EbS1d (P1.) e shouted.' (several times)

(ii) These plural forms are derivable from the verb roots. Some
monosyllabic verb roots have a plural suffix LV (initial 1 plus
vowel) in which the V unit is most often the same vowel as that of
the root. The resulting disyllabic verb form CVLV is most often
reduced to a CoLV or CLV form (cf. Lesson 22 for similar reductions).

Root Plural variants

trd, tdld.

4

tad. 'to sit'

kS 'to pick uﬁ' k13, ks13.
da. 'to be big' drd, dil1a.
bo.- 'to shout' 513, bd1d.
(iii) Some monosyllabic roots have a suffix md.

ti. 'to jump' ¢u - |

mi.- 'to build' | mEn3 -

ff. 'to tie" fim3.

bi. 'to wear' | biénd -

(iv) Some disyllabic verb roots of structure CoLV or CVmS are
plural in form and meaning but have no corresponding monosyllabic

roots.

gémé- 'to peel' wamd "to scratch'
hala, hla, Hra. 'to pick' gble, gbele. 'to grind’
ts3m3- 'to peel’ f14, £414 - 'to greet'

(v) Some verbs have plurals marked by an i affix.

gbé. 'to die’ ' gbd1 .

tswa- 'to hit' tswid ¢

9%
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2. (i) Many verbs have iterative forms, indicating repetition or
distribution of the action. The iterative is derived by redupli-
cation of the verb with or without lengthening of the final vowel
of the reduplicated form.

(ii) Iteratives of Low-High roots have reduplicated tomes of the
root. Other iteratives mostly have the tones of the base verb initially,
low tones on the reduplicated second half, and a high tone on the

final vowel lengthening.

Verb Iterative
b, 'to ask' bibif.
hé~. "to buy’ héhdé.
dzo. 'to dance’ dzodzo06.
ye: 'to eat' yeyeé.
trd. "to sit' tratrad: '
ttim3 - "to jump' | tﬁm%tﬁm3é;
dzire- 'to lie at' dzvredzireé -
sole. "to pray' solesoleé.
mile, 'to lie' nilemiled.
tsdké . 'to change' tsdketsakeé.
fid - "to mix' fitdfutud.
pilé. to wound' pildpild -
et 'to scratch' exefeies-
kodzé- "to judge' kodzdkddzd-
madze. 'to send by' m3dzém3dzé -
tswid- 'to beat' tswidtswid.
ts55\. 'to teach' tsSétsBé-

 (iii) The iterative of gbé 'to die' has final i instead of
lengthened root vowel:

gbd s 'to die' gbégbdi .

95

f it dition st res

v




Drill 133. Repeat. Plural forms are underlined.

1. Kl3m3 wodzi 14 ohi mi.

2. Skdub{i 14 £2Z batrd [1.

3. énilg wodzi pii.

4. NyOQmeilmé 12 kimd tsd 1¢.
5. Nimd nfbil dzigre dzemé 14.

6. Gb3mEY miighdl t3m3 badldbiil.

.

7. Argmiik3m3 amZhe.

LY

8. Emim3 tsi éhd dnamé 1¢ £22.

9. Efolo miami 1¢ dukuduku.

10. Gbeé kd miibdld.

'Pick up the books for me.’

'Al11 the pupils came and sat down.'

'He has written many books.'

'"The thunder wrecked the house.'

'Whose things are lying there?'

'People are dying like locusts.’

'They are at each other's throats.'

'He has built houses for all his wives.'

'She cut up the cloth into many pieces.'

'A dog is barking.'

Drill 134. Repeat. Iterative forms are underlined.

1. Apildpild 1& ye wohewd.

2. AmSfeéfeé nibil srdtoisdrdtoi.

'He was wounded because of us.'

'"They did various things.'

’ )
3. Hifmedz% 12 wiéwié kitee keba.  'The old men consulted amongst themselves.'

o’

4. Cboh¥T daviredziré 13 1& n3 fE

5. AmZbibi{ 1& sadzi pii.
6. Gbékdbil 1¢ [wé[wié y2 gbé
12 toi.

7. Emdmimé kekeé md nii pii.

2. 'Dead bodies were scattered all
over the field.

'They asked him many questions.'

'"The children played by the road-
side."'

'His mother's group gave me many
presents.’

8. GbSmEf,lé dzodzod dzé néé min '"The people did many dances from

dzoi fZ€.

9. AmStsdkatsakeé flkéi srdtoi.

10. Amecbdd amihe n3d ye tsi
1¢ min ni amisolesoleé.

around the world.

'They changed all sorts of money. '

'"They assembled in the room and

graxed.'

LESSON FIFTY

Contonation Patterns: Low-High Verbs:

The table below presents the contonation patterns for verbs with

96




low-high tone roots, such as pild 'to wound':

TABLE IX: Contonation Patterns: Low-High Verbs

Tense Marker Root Marker
Past > !
Per fect é v e
Progressive | mii D
Future bai. ‘e
Habitual > g
Neg. Aorist é! c (V)
Neg. Perfect é: £ ko
Neg. Future él S :
Imp. Sing. . : > 3
Imp. fl. | nyé! c e :
Neg. Imp. Sing. kad. ‘7
Neg. Imp. Pl. (nyd)kd! . a
Consecutive al o
Neg. Consecut. (a)ké! c
Permiss. Sing. arl 7
Permiss. P1l. | Y .’ :

(i) The high tone of the root remains in all tenses. Except in
Tense 2, Positive Perfect, the initial low tone of the root is
assimilated to mid in a high tone environment within the verb.

(ii) Pronominal subject prefixes and the tense markers mii -
and bad - undergo the same morphophonemic changes that occur in other
tenses. :

Drills: Repeat. Low-High verbs are underlined.

Drill 135

1. Kofi pila &he. (Past) 'Kofi wounded himself.'
2. Amd pild the. " 'Ama wounded herself.'
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5 3. Séwa pild 2he. (Past) 'Sowa hurt himself.'

‘g 4. NG 1¢ pild 12. " 'Tﬁe man hurt him,'

5. Amé"glil‘a', 1. \ " 'They hurt him,'

g 6. Kofi epild 2he. (Perfect) 'Kofi has hurt himself.'

é 7. Amd epil dhe. " 'Ama has_hurt herself.'

% | 8. Séwd épild 12. " 'Sowa has.hurt him,'

g 9. NG 14 epild &he. " 'The man has hurt himself.'

z 10. Anépild anlhe. " 'They have hurt themselves.'

: Drill 136

g 1. Eéglié 1¢. , (Perfect) ‘'We have burt him.'

Z 2. ﬂggilé_lé. (Past) 'We hurt him '

E 3. Oodzidzé. mﬁnéﬁ. (P:égressive) 'You are molesting mé.'

; 4. Eekasé nit. " 'He is sfudxing.' ;

% 5. MiTkdse nif. . " 'L am learning.' é

; 6. Mfikéazo siné 1d. ‘ " 'I am adjudicating the caéé.' | i

§ 7. Kofi miifcdzé Amd mit. "  'Kofi is comforting Ama.' |

; 8. Amd miiledzé KO£ mii. " 'Ama is comforting Kofi.}

| 9. Séwa miifedzé amzeée amZuit." 'Sowa is comforting all of them.' |

, . e e Ny e 2w | I o - ]
10. Yoo lé.giigll.mama pii tsd. | zqgtzzmiz zieggffng too‘many 5
Drill 137 ‘
1. Kof{ badpila 2he. (Future) = ‘'Kofi will hurt himself.' i

. 2..86wé baéziia the. " 'Sowva will hurt himsélf.ﬁ‘ i

i 3. Amd baatiel bd. " 'Ama will scratch you.' 5

% 4. Yoo 12 baémédée'bb. " 'The woman will send someﬁhing,ﬂjth 1

; 5. Wobadkdse nif. "o '%Zu;ill learn.' f

24 6. Mibakdse nii. " 'I will learn.' {
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7. Madra 12&. (Future)

8. Kofi 5rdd mi dda. (Habitual)

9. Séwa pilda ehe.
10. Amd |édzé5 mImii. "

Drill 138

N\

1. Ekaséd nii waa? (Habitual)

2. Yoé 1& f£1{i3 noféen3.

3. Ko f{ ekélgg\ .
4. Gbékebil 14 ekélEE "

tsu 1&¢ min yaa.
5. Yoo n¥¢ eflii nokénokd.

1. "

6. S6wa ékdsee &wold

7. MEkpP1ZEN.

d. wikddzoo 1&.

' .
‘i "

9, Anckdsee ni

10. Amékasee wold

A

'I will visit him.'
'Kofi visits me regularly.’
'Sowa hurts himself.'

'Ama keeps me happy.'

'Does he study a lot?'

"  'The woman buys everything on credit.'

(Neg. Aorist) 'Kofi did not agree.'

'"The children are not willing to

enter the room.'

'"This woman buys_nothing on credit.'
'‘Sowa did not study his book.'

'f don't_agree.'
'We_do not judge him.'

'They didn't study the book.'

LESSON FIFTY ONE

Drills: Repeat. Low-high verbs

Drill 139

2, ﬁlwilakb. ' "

3. AmEkPIZKd. "

’ U
4. Ago ekdsekd nékd nméne.

3
T 114

5. Tete ékdsekd ni

6. Amd ekdsekd ewold 1

S

7. Yob 1& epllakd.

E———

8. prilaﬁ mokomoko .

(Neg. Perf.)

(Neg. Fut.)

are underlined.

'"He is not blind.'

'They haven't agreed.'

'Ago hasn't learned anything today. '

'Tetteh hasn't studied today.'

'Ama hasn't studied her book
dasn t stucr=2

today. :
"The woman isn't hurt.'

'f wiil not hurt anyone.'
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9. Wikdse) nokdnokd. (Neg. Fut.) 'We shall not learn anything.'

10. Amfkp1Es ndkal feduS. " '"They won't agree to doing that.'
Drill 140

1. Ago eklsel nit. (Neg. Fut.) 'Ago will not study.'

2. Tete ékdseh wolo. "Tetteh will not study books.'

3. Gb3m3 édzldzed dzatd n3d, " 'A man will not provoke a lion.'
4. Yoé 1& efliy nlydnii hd. " "The woman will not buy food

on credit either.'
5. Kasém3 onif 14. (Dir.Imp.Sing.) 'Study your subject.’

6. Kasém3 mi. " "Imitate me!’
7. Kglémﬁ kéke. " 'Just agree!'

8. Nzékéseé n3£82n3. (Dir.Imp.Pl.) ‘Learn everything.'

9. Nxékéseh wolo. 'Study books.'

10. Nxékélgé nthEé 1lec. " 'Agree for his sake!’

1. Kastitl ohd ye mEl ahié. (Neg.Imp.Sing.) 'Don't scratch yourse
in front of peoples:

2. Kadkdse 1& ye mel ahid. " '"Don't mimic him in front |
of people.' ‘

j

3. Kadkplg. " 'Don't agree.' |
§

4. Nxékatitié“nyehe ye (Neg.Imp.Pl.) 'Don't scratch yourselves :

mé1 ahic. in public.

5. Nxékadzldzeé minia. " 'Don't _provoke me:’

6. Nxékagilaé moko. " '"Don't hurt anyone.'

7. NyZkakdsed eni. " '"Don't learn this:'

8. Ago adra 12. (Indir. Imperat.) ‘'Ago should visit hgr.' E

9. Tete dkplE. " ’ 'Tetteh must agree.'

] : & " ' 1
10. Yo 1¢ afli mimi 1¢. The woman should buy ;

the cloth on credit.' d
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Drill 142

14

1. Akddzo 1& oyi.

4

. Anéhdlu gbdgbé 14.

2

3. Ekeé akple kike. (Consecutive)

4. Titsé keé wokdse nit.

5. Mikeé mifli mim4. "

6. Ekeé Amd akpl€ keke.

7. Kofi k&é Tete élédze
Amd mit.

8. Eke= ye{ 1¢ akéddzo
siné 14.

9. EkakplZ.
10. Amékakélg dzend yaa.

Drill 143

(Indir.Imperat.)

(Neg. Indir. Imperat.)

'He should be tried early.'

"They should jump the wall.'

'He said it should just be agreed
to."'

‘Peacher says we should study.'

I will buy cloth on

'1 said
credit.

'He said Ama should just agree.'

'Rofi said Tetteh should comfort
Ama.'

'"He said the women should judge
the case.'

'He shouldn't agree:'’
'They shouldn't agree to

going there.

1. Kof{ akakdédzo sane né%. (Neg. Indir. Imperat.) 'Kofi should not try

2. Yoé 1& akamddze 1& nokd.

this case.

'"The woman should not send anything
by him.'

3. Ekeé wokapila mdko. (Neg. Consecut.) 'He said we shouldn't hurt

4. Ekeé mikatiti mIhd.

5. NGG 12 keé amfkakddzo 1.

6. Amskec ydo 4kakddzo nEkE
sane.

anyone. '

'He said 1 shouldn't scratch myself.'

'"Phe man said they shouldn't judge
him.'

'They said a woman should not try

~ such a case.'

7. Ehaa makdse wdlo. (Permiss. Sing. ) 'He didn't let me study. '

8. Hi wokdse wdlo.

'Let us study books.'

9. Nyéhaé gbeké 1¢ akidsed nit. (Permiss. Pl.) 'Let the child study. '

19. Nyéhéé gbekdbil 14 akdsed nii.

'Let the children study.'




LESSON FIFTY TWO

(i) Low-High verbs of root form CVV, such as feé\v 'to do',
have a following “ when in final position.

(ii) Such verbs may also lose a
Habitual, Neg. Perfect, Neg. Future,
e.g. éféko

V syllable in the following tenses:
Dir. Imp. Pl., Neg. Dir. Imp. Pl.
"he hasn't done it.' (feé\)

Drill 144. Examples of verbs derived from CVV roots are underlined.

- 10.

faén.

1.

s foé ding.

Efeé n3nY dkeé 1¢.

Kof{ mliwié Gi.
Kof{ miiwién.
Kof{ miiwié soqn.
Kaifde ndkal.

Kadfée efé.

Drill 145 : Repeat

1. MinyIis.

2.

3. m osiné 12 he.
&,
5. Gbékéyds 1 £&d ohé
6.

7.

8.

Minxié keba.
Mifed n3kil d4a.

Eedzod\.

|

Edzdd.

Id

EkeéNe

EkZ3 nii néé daa.

(Perfect)
(Past)
(Perfect)
(Past)

(Progressive)

) 1 1]
n

(Neg. Imp. Sing.)
[]]

'He has done it.'
'He did it.'
'"He has become quiet.'

'He did what you said.'

'Rofi is speaking Ga.'

'Rofi is sgeaking.'
'Rofi is speaking all the time."®

'Don't do it:'
'Don't do that.'

'‘Don't do evil.'

(Past) 'T walked.'
" 'f came on foot.'
" 'I am pursuing your case.'
(Habi tual) 'I _do that always.'.
fido. " '"The girl shows off guite a

little.'

(Progressive) 'It tastes bitter.'

'{t is bitter.'

(Habitual)
(Past) 'He said it.'
" 'He said you should come.'
(Habitual) 'He always says this thing.'
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LESSON FIFTY THREE

Auxiliary ba and ya

(i) The verb roots ba 'to come' and ya 'to go' are used
with other verb roots as ingressive prefixes.

(ii) The auxiliary immediately precedes the verb root. Its tone,
though basically low, is dependent upon that of the tense.

Drill 146. Repeat.

1. Kof{ bikasé nif. 'Kofi came and studied.'

S\

2. Nad 1¢ bakasé ninmi3. 'The man came and learned to write.'

4. Tete ébakodzd siné 1&. 'Tetteh has been and to_ judge the case.'

\

4. Amd ebikodzdé sdné 14. 'Ama has been to judge the case. '

5. Mibasrd 12. 'I came and visited him.'

#

rA

6. Mfbasrd bd. 'I have come and visited you.'

—

7. Ebasrdd mi dia. 'He comes and visits me regularly.'

8. Kodzé ebakddzoo siné 14. 'Kodzo did not come and judge the case.'

9. Yoé 14 ebadraa mi. 'The woman didn't come to visit me.'

10. Amébakdsee nif. 'They didn't come to study.'

Drill 147. Repeat.

1. Yo 14 ebaflikd nékd. 'The woman hasn't come and bought anything

on credit.

2. Tete ébakddzop sine néd¢. 'Tetteh will not come and judge this.'
3. Bajdra wd wS. 'Come and visit us tomorrow.'

4. Nxébaéraa €0 €3. ‘'Come and visit us tomorrow.'

5. Kaidbddzidzé mini3. 'Don't come and provoke me:'

6. Nxékabédzidzéh won33. 'Don't come and provoke us!'
[ ]
7. Ekeé Titc 4bakdse nii. 'He said Tetteh should come and study. '

8. Ekeé Amd akabikasé nii. 'He said Ama should not come and study.'

’ J
9. H3 gbeké 14 abakdse nii. 'Let the child come and study.'
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’ L
10. Nyéha3 gbekébil 1¢ abakdsed nif. 'Let the children come and study.

Drill 148. Repeat.

1. Kof{ yatsdkd [iki.

2. Nid 12 yatsdkd [iki.

3. Tete éydbi 12 egbél.

4. Amd eydbi 1& egbéi.

5. Miyab{ 1& [iki.

6. Miyabf 1¢ [iki.

7. Mfyabi 12 [ik4.

8. Eyatsdkéo fiké daa gbi.
9. Yo 1& eyatsakée Iiké 1.
10. Améxabii mdkomoko.
Drill 149. Repeat.

1. Yoé 1¢ eyabikd moko.

/4 4 13
2, Tete eyatsakéh.fika née.

3. Yadtsaké omEmé 14.

4. Nyéyatsakéa nyZtalé 14,

5. Kadyabi mdko ndkd

6. Nykayabid moko nékd.

7. Ekeé Tite 4yatsak® efai 14. 'He said Tetteh should go and change.'’ ]

8. Eksé Amd ayatsakdé efai 1d. 'She said Ama should go and change
-\'- -! LY 4

9. Ha gbeké 1¢ ayabi 1% egbél. 'Let the child go and ask him his

’ 1 ’
10. Nyéh%g gbekébil 1¢ ayatsakda ‘et the children go_and change

amstalél 14.

ON_FIFTY FOUR

Locatives

(i) Locatives are a small subclass of nouns.

'Kofi went and changed money.'

'The man went and changed money.'
'Tetteh has gone and asked him his name.

'Ama has gone and asked him his name.’
'T went and asked him for money.'

'I have been and asked him for money.'
'T will go and ask him for money.'

'He goes and changes money every day.'
"The woman didn't go and change the money.'
"They didn't go and ask anyone:'

"The woman hasn't gone and asked

anyone. ' ‘
'Tetteh will not go and change this
money. '

'Go and change your cloth.' :
'Go and change your clothes.' §
'Don't go and ask anyone anything:' ‘
'"Don't go and ask aﬁyone anything:' ?

her hat.'

o i b s padtaey

name. '

AT g

their clothes.' | | ;

s o

They do not have

it izt
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alternative forms for singular and plural, though some of them have full
and reduced variants. They most frequently occur as the Possessed Noun
{n Possessive Noun Phrase constructions. The Locatives include:

he > 'outside’ mdsei, 'near’
hewo - 'around'; 'because’ téh. 'middle’
min, mlin. 'inside’ 'qﬁﬁo 'with; at'
hiZ. 'front' f?, f?f“. 'under'
sce- 'back’ ndd . "mouth’
n3. 'upon’

(ii) An adverbial locative phrase (signifying 'location at') is often
introduced by the limited verb ye 'to be at'.

Drill 150. Repeat.

1. M1 konET ébA en33. 'Some people have come to him.'

2. Amitsi Améba emdsei. "They moved near him.'

3. Woléd 12 ki bkoléq 1le 55. '"The book is lying on the table.'

4. AbGT 12 K& bkpléq 12 J&Ji. 'The needle is lying under the table.'

5. Eedzu ebi 1& he. 'She is bathing her child.'

6. MéT pii ba tst 12 min. 'Many people came into the room. '

7. AmSfra tst 12 see. 'They are sitting at the back of the building.'
8. Kof{ nyiZ Tite hig. 'Kofi went in front of Tetteh,'

9. LoéfSdzl smd féé 12 n3i. 'Birds are standing at the river's edge.'

10. Lodf153 véy ko sé tst 12 yitéh. 'A white bird is perched on top of the

building.'
Drill 151. Repeat.
1. MES komSl éba epapind and3. 'Some people have come to see his parents.'

2. AmSts{ 3mSba gbékibil lc amise{. 'They moved near the children.'
3. Wodzf 12 dzvre bkplé% 1¢ an3. '"The books are lying on the tables.'

'y s, S /4
4. AbUTY 12 kAmI opklIT 1& ;fif?. 'The books are lying under the tables.'
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Eedzu eb{l 12 ahe.

M1 pii ba tsdi 12 amiy.
AnZtrd tst lé‘asee.

Kofi nylé T:temd ahtt.
Lob£5dzl s%nd fad 1¢ andd.

LoS£3dz1 yédzi s%nd tsBT 12
ayitéan.

Drill 152. Repeat.

1.

2.

9.

NEm3 733 etee.

N4m3 hewo oba.

No hewd eba.

Kof{ hdwo eba.

Gi szz gbe dzi gbé.
Emin dzo.

G31q 1& nd kwo.

Ehe ye féo.

Tsé aAmEtén mokomé.

Drill 153. Repeat.

5.
6.
7.

8.

10.

Eba bf nyEsce 4fi.

End lc ye faid 1& nai.

Eb{¢ miiwa ehe.

Gbad 1¢ n3nI wdnd ye dzrd 1% n3.
Dzém¥ so ékpakpa.

Gb3mEI dze aklowdl le £E€Z amin.
Yei kom®: tra kZnt&} asce.
AnZtra [1.

AnZmiibi qfi.

Eyitéy ye bodobodo.

kS
i‘
o
IS
s

'She is bathing her children.'

'"Many people came into the rooms. '

'They are sitting at the back of the building.'
'Kofi went in front of Tetteh's group.'

'There are flocks of birds by the rivers.'

'White birds are perched on top of the

buildings.'

'"To whom did she go?'

'"For whom did you come?'
'"That was what brought her.'
'She came because of Kofi.'
'Accra leads the world.'

'He is kind.'

'"The mountain is high.'

'She is beautiful.’'

'call one of them.'

'"He came here last year.'
'"He saw him by the river.'

'"This place hurts him.'

'"Tell him what we saw in the market.'
'"The place was full of people.’
'People came from all the villages.'

'Some women were sitting behind baskets.'

"They were sitting down.'

'"They are asking after your health.'

'Her head is tender on top.'
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Drill 154. Repeat.

1. Szé 12 hi.

2. Nohewd 14, &bda\.

3. Foé hi¢ 12 ohd mi.

4. Enli bo fiff.

5. Eni 6s3né 12 fifi.

6. Adzié 2yi ve em5d€nbdS 12 hewo.
7. Eyahé nif ye asbé 12 n3d.

8. Kadfo ye mih&wo.

9. Edzémé 1& 35,

10. Obid 12 ye féo waa.

'"The other side is good.'
'Because of that, he didn't come.'
'Slice off the front part for me.'
'He has understood you.'

'"He has understood your case.'

'He was praised because of his persistence.’

'He went and bought something at the gate.'

'Don't weep for me.'
'He has a very pleasant place.

'Your place is beautiful.'

LESSON FIFTY FIVE

Anddnd AdesH.

'A Spider Story'

Be ké 14, dzée Anddni nI y5d, ke end Kdnole,

' 'Once upon a time, there lived Spider, with his wife Kormorley,

ke eb{ Kwakdté. NI min nf amSy$d miq 1¢,

and his son Kwakutey. The town in which they lived was struck by a

h3m3 ba dzém¥ waa. Hewd 14, Anddnl ke ewebf{l 1¢ f&€Z tde améyafeé yele

serious famine. Therefore, Spider and all his household

nm3 agbo.

went and made a huge yam farm.

Béni efhé £180 nI y21¢ 12 badbd pe, nI Anddnd

When the yam was almost ripe,

keé ke 2gbé 1¢, 4f 1le ye nmé 12 min.

Spider said if he died he should be buried on the farm.
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[1 bent y21¢ 12 b3 1,

Etsde kwlaa nl And@int bagbé, ni afli le ye qmd 1& miy.

Shortly afterwards Spidér died, and he was buried on the farm. But when

the yam was, ripe,
d4a 15ébl beni dwebfl 1& badyd nmd 1& mif 14,

by the time his family reached the farm every morning

43 yelé 1& pii mémo. Hewd 1&, Kwakdté k& Kdnole

much of it had been dug up already. Therefore, Kwakutey and Kornorley

f% amdgd agbo amémd qmé 1¢ miqe.
made a big scarecrow and put it in the farm.
Amﬁgé néé, amid sdnn ake feén, Nakat mﬁqké 14, béni And3nd
This scarecrow was made of sticky gum. That night, when Spider
yi fi kcdze egbényd adékd 1& miy n% éyaéfé ye1é 1¢ pe, nl end amdgd 1¢.
came down from his coffin ﬁb upro;t yams, hé noticed the figure.
Keke ni ekeéh, "Dzeé miqmé 1¢ min, né 18, mégba otd{ min."

Then he said, "Get off my farm, or I will slap you in the ear."

cb3m5 1& efdo &ddd min, hewd 1, An33nd ke enine dzrd gbd dtof

The person did noﬁ reply, therefore Spider slapped his ear with his right

min, keke ni eniné 12 ka. Eke ebekd gbd tof mlq,

hand, and his hand stuck. He slapped the other ear with his left,

ni nik3T niné 1¢ hi kia. Eke eniadzY fim% le ni nomé

and that hand also stuck. He kicked him with his feet, and these

hi kakad. NaZgbeé 1¢, eke emlisi he le, ni emisi

also stuck. Finally, he bumped him with his stomach, and his stomach

t& 1. An&3nd bS1> aashid, [f gbdud 14 efdo 2d42 min.

also stuck. Spider shouted and Shouted; but the figure did not reply.
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Béni dzé tséld ni ¥y ke ebil 12 ba qmé 1¢ miq 14,

When dawn came and his wife and children came to the farm,
ni3 An33nd kpete amﬁgé 1¢ hid. Ang £ AmEbo amfkeé.

there was Spider stuck to the scarecrow. They all shouted and said,
"Hewd 14, dda néé, bo of3d woyelé 1. Ni ogbdkd, ni qmid

"And so, all this time, you have been digging upour yam. And you are

not dead,
sdnmvéhd ofwi n2kE7" fé K 18, amyf 1@ [1.

and good feeding has made you grow SO fat." Yet, they set him down.
[£ hzgbl2 nZd sémn hews 1¢, Anddnd dzo foi kedze nud 12 min ketee [,

But in shame, Spider ran home from the farm,

: P 1 ’
ni ekwo ketee tsﬁnaﬁé 12 n3¥ eyateé dzeme, ni enyeé€ eyl f& kwlaa.
and climbed to the roof-eaves and hid there, and he would not come down.
' ', 9\
No hewo ni dda nt%, andZnd h13 tsln¥ak ndd 14.

That is why a spider always stays in the roof-eaves.

LESSON FIFTY SIX

’

V4
ni and ni

(i)hni. 'and' introduces or joins sentences and clauses. (When
joining single words or phrases, particularly nominals, 'and' is k&.)

(ii) ni. 'since', 'that', 'when' introduces adjectival and adverbial
clauses. As a relative, it is preceded immediately by its antecedent
noun, with which it is sometimes compounded tonally into a single word,

m3n{ , 'who' _ héni. 'where'

n3ni. 'which', 'what' boni, bdng. 'how'; 'as

béni, benf. 'whe:
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Drill 155. Repeat.

1. Mind ndid 1¢ ke end 1¢.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

10.

A J
Kofi y® kSmi ke kéndn.

1 \ 7
K3mi ke kéndn 535\,

GbékEbii ke onékpai fE€ miigbél. -

Min3 le.nI mibi 1¢&.
Séwa te II ni ewié:.

Améfo'f;kpéﬁ, n? andhi n3,
ni amédi yele.

Ni Yésu £4.

Kofi béfévni Amd bawé.

[, 4

\
Yei héd nii nI hii yeo.

Drill 156. Repeat.

Yei héd ni

[, 4

\
nT hii yeo.

M=

NUG 14 nI b bid 1& eghbd.

M=

Ete f? gbi nf dzi gﬁii éte.
NT &ebd 14, td fi fido.
BénY dbd 1&, etd bid.

N5nI dfeé 1¢ ehiin.

Le hi tee hén% dteé 14.
Eetdd m3nf £5 t& 1&.

¢, ' ’ i
Eetad boni bdtsd ofeé\.

’ ' |
Ni eflte 1&, tsé of3.

LESSON

Interrogative Words

words.

'I saw the man and his wife.'

'Kofi ate kemkey and fried fish.'
'Kenkey and fried fish tastes good.'
'Both children and adults are dying.'
;I saw him and asked him.'

'Sowa stood up and spoke.'

'They staked out some land,
ploughed it, and planted yam.'

'And Jesus wept.'

A

'Kofi left it and Ama picked it up.'

'It is women who cook for men to eat.'

"It is womeﬁ who cook what men eat.'

'"The man who came here is dead.'

'He rése on the third day.'

'Since he is coﬁing, sit down for a while.'
'When you came, he was sitting here.'
'What you did was not good.'

'He too went where you went.'

'He is looking for the one who threw

-the stone.'

'He is trying to find out how you did

' -ito'
- 'Since it is spoiled, throw it away.'

FIFTY SEVEN

(i) Question sentences are often marked by the presence of Interrogative

and as parts of longer sentences.

Interrogative Pronouns function both as single-word sentences

They almost always occur initially in
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the sentence or clause, even when objects of verbs.
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Interrogative Particles

occur only in sentences or clauses; they occur initially, finally or in

both positions,

(ii) Interrogative Pronouns seem to be compounds or ghrases of other

words with one of 2 interrogative syllables,

(a) with mé:

(b)

méni (full form); mes (reduced form).

mé&be . 'when?'

més gbi. 'when?'

meZ gbSm3. 'what 'kind of person?’
mee f!é. 'what house?'

méeba. 'why?"

mééhewoq 'why?'

with né:

ndmS. 'who?'

négbé. 'where?'

(iii) Interrogﬁtive Particles
(a) Single, initial:

ani.

té; dto.

Neutral Interrogative

Assumptive Interrogative
Assumptive Interrogative
Assumptive Interrogative

'which?'

mé and na.

‘what?'

Assumptive Interrogatives indicate that the speaker implies that the

probable truth of the content of the question has been assumed.

they often have contentious or combative connotations,

(b) Single, final:

16+ Neutral Interrogative

bééd .

I 4

Assumptive Interrogative

¢, 1Intensive Interrogative

i3
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=

ot CRATARH GRS AN St ol s i o e g

g S 4 e b T -
o
oy 2 55 b fon 1 i ik e o T
R R U E S« SR AL LN A S nt s sl el b BB i




The Intensive Interrogative emphasises questions.

(c)

Double, initial and final:

M

tée o o o .téé‘\ "how?"

alﬂ.....lé

Neutral Interrogative

(Similar correlatives can be made of some items from (a) and (b) above.)

Drill 157. Repeat.
1. Méni né.

2. Méni ni.

3. Meni oked 1d.

4. Méni okeé 12.

5. Mni oked 1& 1.
6. MP¥be obadbi.

7. M¥be miba.

8. Mé%be yoo le ba Iié.

9. MEZ gbn3 dzi bd.
Fa ) ] 3
10. M€ gbekeéN n€.

Drill 158. Repeat.

1. MZba Kof{ faé n3kaT.

2. Métba anigbbe 18 12,

3. Mééba nyebé1do nZké.

4. MinT hewo ni owo atalé qmgné.
5. MEZ hewo obdu mind quné.

6. Nim3 ts33 bd G3 widm3.

7. Nam3 fain né.

8. Nim3 oni ye dzémé.

9. Négbé oyaa.

10. Negb? mid3E 12 y5d.

'"What is this?'

'What is it?’

'What was it you said?’

'What did you tell him?'

'what was it you told him?'
'When will you come?'

'When shall I come?’

'When did the woman come home?'
'‘What kind of person are you?'

'What kind of child is this?’

'"Why did Kofi do that?’

'Why didn't they kill him?'

'Why are you shouting so much?’
'Wwhy are you wearing European-style
dress today?'

'Why are you not wearing African-
style cloth today?'

'Who taught you to speak Ga?'
'Whose hat is this?'

'Whom did you see there?'

'Where are you going?’

'Where is my drink?'
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Drill 159. Repeat.

1. AnT eegb4 onii.

2, Kn esa ni efle niKAT.
3. B¢ efdé momon.

4. B¢ h3m3 yée b8,

5. T onfl 4ké an3kwile ni.
6. TS ofwié N qfi.

(01N

7. T ffé nt dzi 12.

8. T¢ mdni dts33 12.

9. Ekeé dbadya 16.
10. Eb{ akd 6n¥ Koffv 16. -
Drill 160. Repeat.

1. Bédlu dzf mf bEl.

2. 6[1[{u 12 béd.

3. Nyemiiba éd.

4. Obl 1& 2.

5. BE obl 12 éd.

6. T6 onf n3n% miked 12 &L.
7. Ani eeba 16.

8. Anf Tete ni 16.

9. Té dysd teen.

10. Té wdbadfde téen.

Some Pronoun Equivalents
(i) In the singular:

(a) moko. 'someone'

(b) n3£E2m3, ‘everyone'

LESSON FIFTY EIGHT

'Is he bothering you?'
'Is it fitting that he should do that?'
'But he has already done it?'

'Surely you are not hungry?'

'Now do you see that that is the truth?'
'You have disgraced us after all?'
'Which house is it?'

'Which person do you mean?'

'He is asking whether you will go.'

'He asked whether you have seen Kofi.'

'You consider me a fool, don't you?'

'You have cheated him, haven't you?'

'You are coming, aren't you?'

'You have asked him, haven't you?'

'Surely you have asked him, haven't you?'
'Now you have realized what I said, haven't
you?'

'Is he coming?'

'"Was it Tetteh?'

'"How are you?'

'what shall we do?'

nékd. ‘'something’

n3£22n3. ‘'everything'
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On the pattern of (b), any singular noun can be used distributively when
repeated with fe€€ in the structure N, *F ffe + Ny, e. g

I

\ ,
nit £82 niil., 'every man' tso £82 tsd. ‘'every tree'

fi' fge fié- 'every house'

1

(ii) The plurals corresponding roughly to these singulars are Noun .
Phrases of the structure Noun + Qualifier: ‘

(a) me1 komei. 'some people’ nibii lom¥. ‘'some things'

(b) The adjectival féz qualifying a plural noun has an inclusive signifi-
cation:

mi1 £22. 'all people’ tsei £6€. ‘'all trees'
nibil £8€. 'all things' fiﬁt ££2 . 'all houses'

(iii) Moko and nékd, when reduplicated, colligate only with negatives:

mokomoko. 'nobody' | nokdnokd. ‘'nothing’

Drill 161. Repeat.

1. Moko miiba bid. 'Someone is coming here.'

N

2. Moko nyi¢ agbd 1& nai. 'Someoﬁé is walking outside.'

3. On¥ moko kwlaa ebaho dz¢ém&? 'Have you seen anyone at all go there?'

4. Eefdé tetsé mdko. 'He is crying out for someone.’
5. Mfndkd moko ye bi. 'I haven't seen anyone here.'

6. Nékd ki gbd 12 n3. '"There is something on the.road.'
7. N6kd miigbeén. 'Something is making a noise;'

8. Oon3 ndkd ye3 k& gbd 12 n3? 'Can you see something white lying on the road?'
9. Badkwe nokd. 'Come and see something.'

)
10. On¥kd ndkd. 'You haven't seen anything yet.'

Drill 162. Repeat.

1. M EEZnm 4bA. 'Everybody should come.'
2. M3£E2m® ke le nékd. 'Everybody gave him something.'
3. EsUm33 m3fZm3 sdne. 'He likes everybody.'

114




e T B i e ey e o s R Y it ST IR — - = — -

o - . —_— —— T et o d b g M Al R P AT AT T VL o bty S AR o
S g e Ak B e S 1 f s % b ying Ty = .

3 — ¢ e e o s

e

1 4. Ehéd m3fEZmd eyed. 'He trusts everybody.'

r
- ¥
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% 5. B{ ndfEmd ni osdmd3. 'Ask anyone you like.'
6. Ebadfée n3fEEnd. 'He will do everything.' §
] 7. N5£22n3 sa ehit. 'He approves of anything.' ;
§ 8. Gbad 1¢ n3fEe€nd. 'Tell him everything.' 3
§ 9. Ehéd nIfE€En3 dyeod. 'He believes everything.' %
10. Feém3 n3fEEn3 ni dsiimIT. 'Do whatever you like.' ?

% Drill 163. Repeat.

3, P [N
f 1. NiU fe€ nud énde th. '‘Every man should carry a gun.'

2. Yoo f&¢ yvo atre dztsi. 'Every woman should carry a load.'

3. MAqtse £éz mﬁntse tsi mdko keba. 'Every chief sent somebody there.' E

4. AmZgbe nidl £€2 niiG. "They killed every man.'
: 5. AmEf3 féé fee f?é. '"They burnt every house..'
§ 6. Yoo fé€ ybo bi nyié 2hiE. 'Every w?man's child walked in front ]
; , . of her. /
; 7. fié fee Iia min bil dze kpo. '"The people in every house came out.' ]
8. nmad nid féz il gbél. 'Write every man's name.' ?
9. Keé ydo £éz ydo fiké. 'Give every woman money:' f
10. qmﬁé ogbel ye dwdlo fé€ wdlo min. ‘'Write your name in every book of z
yours. ' ;
Drill 164. Repeat. ;
:
1. M1 kon®1 miiba biéd. 'Some people are coming here.' s
2. M€ komfi nyié tst 12 see. 'Some people are walking behind the f
house.' 3
! 3. 1 konZ1 sUmYY 2sdne. 'Some people don't like him.' ;
’ ., 3 ;
4. Mfnd mfT komfY ye dzéme. 'I have seen some people here.' 1
{
5. Nibil komei dzwre gbd 12 nd. "There are things lying on the road. ' §
6. On3 nibil komdi ye gbé 1% tej? 'Did you see things in the middle of h
, the road?' ;
7. Egbla nibil fEZ nl afeé 1. 'He doesn't tell all that he went ;
L, . through. ' ;
8. En3d m€1 f&€ ni b2 dzéme 1¢. '"He greeted all the people who came there.' §
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9. Tsei £&¢ wdo yibii. 'All trees bear fruit.' ¢
10. Dzde tsdi &\ wod yibfil. ‘It isn't all trees that bear fruit.'

Drill 165. Repeat. J
1. Mokomoko bé ts& 1¢ min. 'There is no-one in the room.'

2. Mokomoko bikd le ndkd. 'No-one has asked him anything.'

3. Ebikd mokomoko ndkd. 'He hasn't asked anyone anything.'
; 4. ﬁnmékb mokomoko gbél. 'He hasn't written anyone's name.'
? 5. Kadkéz mdokomoko. "Don't tell anyone.' ;
: 6. NOokdnokd gbaa &n3i. '"Nothing worries him.'
g 7. Onokdénokd ek33 mIhiZ. "Nothing you have makes me envious.'
f 8. M{kokd endkénokd dii. 'T have never taken anything of his.'
; 9. Kadbi mi nokdnokd. - 'Don't ask me anything.'
10. Kadwle nokdnokd he.. '"Don't complain about anything.'

LESSON FIFTY NINE

Blofénmé bi 'The Pineapple Child'

Be ké 1& dzée niid ko ni y3d, ni eye nd nf foon.
'Once upon a time there was (lit: was not) a man, and he had a wife who was barren.
Eyand 7d kloklo, obldydo ko,
He went and took another wife, a younger woman,
[ 12 nii 2£s0n.
but sheltoo proved barren.
GbI ké 1¢ ndid 12 end nikpa 12 tee nmd miy améyafb blofénmé.
One day the mén and his senior wife went to the farm to cut pineapple.
[T blofénmd 12 bo waa 4ké, "Kadfd mi, kadfd mI. Ké ofdo mi 14,

But the pineapple shouted out, "Don't cut me, don't cut me. If you
don't cut me,

mahao bi." Yod 1¢& efdo 1&. Keke Ai

I will give you a child." The woman did not cut it. And
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blofénmé bibido n¥ md emdse{ 1¢ te3
a little pineapple nearby turned
biydo. fi nGd 12 ke end 1 wo J1 4Kd
into a baby girl. But the man and his wife promised that
amé gb4? mokomoko
they would not tell
hénl ddze. Nf anZ ke ghékd 12 ba [1d 1c,
anyone where she came from. When they brought the baby home,
obldydd 12 b5t bimé n ats33 18 hent adze,
the young woman began asking to be told where it came from,
JT anfes®s 12. Obldyds 12 gbd dwd 12 niE aahd kiyaff
But they did not tell her. The woman pestered.
gbeké 1¢ bada.
her husband even till the child was quite grown up.
Hew$ 1& ndd 12 gba 1e,
Therefore the man told her,
ni ewo f? dkd ehéﬁ mokomoko 41¢&.
and she promised that she wouldn't reveal it.
GbI ko bénT niid 12 ke end nikpa 12 tee qmd min 1¢,
One day when the man and his senior wife went to the farm,
h3mdS b31 gbeké 1€ yeli,
the child became hungry,
nI eb{ &nye f£id 1¢ niyénii.
and she asked her step mother for something to eat.
f'{ ydé 12 efdo miq.

But the woman did not answer.
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{ Keke nI ek<én, "Edzd niming y¢ bid ki 14, ebadhd ot nii mﬁyé."

! So she said, "If my mother were here, she would give me food to eat."
Keke ni obldyddé 1¢& hil kéén, '"Dzeé dzel!
5 And the young wife retorted, "Get away with you."
Dzée blofénmé bi kike dzi bd." n{ gbeké 1&¢ ni én€ n¥qn pe, -

; Aren't you just a pineapple child?" As soon as the child heard this,
ni eyi qm% 12 min gbe. Béni 2yad 14

she set out for the farm. On the way
eef, eeld: "Adene free 1ai ke;

she wept and sang: "Adgne would not fetch firewood;
§ Adene tsée mi gb3m3 bi; Adene tsé mi blofénmé bi;
g Adené would not call me a human child; Adene called me a pineapple child;
Adene huii, Adepe." Obldydd 1¢ yi eésce,

Adene, alas, Adene.'" The young woman followed her,

fi gbeké 14 waav. Enyé ke etse nd amé

but the child would not stop. Her parents saw them
ni améyl @&sc=,

and pursued her,
ff dwdax . Ni éfé nwd 1 min pé

but she did not stop. When she reached the farm
nl ets? Bloféqmé.

she turned into a pineapple.

.rf etse kpé énine

But her father reached out
min em? eyitswél, Yitswél 1& kpS wd ed€ ni

and grasped her hair. The hair came off in his hand and

118




P LN L L B "S- 5 TIPSR S N e e - - I i d i
oo = - e o P — —— e T T e o A et AR o A T I e
. N L8 oA f 88 TS L E 7S RSt e (1L~ 8

ekebia etsftsi n3. No dz{ yitswél

" he pressed it to his chest. That is the hair

o g o g b oy 3

ni y3d nll tsitsi ns 14.

on a man's chest.

P

. LESSON SIXTY
; 1. Nakdi. 'that'

N3k3I, as noun and adjective, can precede the head of its Noun Phrase or
sentence, or follow the Verb or its other noun objects.

k Drill 1650 Repeat.
1. NGk3T ndd 14 ebd bid. "That man has come here.'

2. Mfkéné nakiT wold 14. 'T have read that book.'

3. Ndm3 wo le nakat gbéi 1c. '"Who gave him that name?'

e et I S Tt B

i 9 \
; 4. NEk3AT wiémd 14 end3 mindd. 'I don't find that allegation very pleasant.'

5. Kadfée nkAT. 'Don't do that.'
6. Kadfée 12 n3kaAT. 'Don't do that to him.'
7. Nak3T mifeé. 'That was what I did.' g‘;i
8. Eke nZki:. 'He said so.'
| 9. Naka® ebf 12 keé~. 'That was what his child said.'
10. BhiT nikai. '"That's no good.'

1. NEkE, 'this'; 'such'

néke, 'this,' functions as an adverb or a nominal. 1In prehead

E position it is usually correlated with posthead né¢ ‘'this'.

" Drill 166. Repeat.
1. N4m® wo 1le neké gbe{. 'Who gave him a name like that?'
2. NdmS bd 12 n2ké mimd. 'Who dressed her in such a cloth?’
3. Mént titf bd n%ké. 'Wwhat scratched you like that?'

4. Mé¥ba eb61do neké. 'Wwhy is he shouting so?’
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5. Neké nlii né¢ babi 2fT.

6. NZk& yile ni¥ kw@3 oyd.
7. Afd1o neké tsdi nft.

8. Obadslimo nZké nlit?

9. Obadnyg néké gbekébii?

10. Kadfde nike.

III. Dzée. 'not’

Dzée, a particle of negation, precedes the word, phrase or sentence it

negates.

Drill 167. Repeat.

1. Dzée bd.

2. Dzée 1i.

3. Dzée opapi.

4. Dzée n3kAT.

5. Dzée nZke.

6. Dzée Tete feé\.

7. Dzée nokd.

8. Dzée dskidl wold 12 néN?
9. Dzée blecoo obadféen.

10. Dzée milemd obadmile.

Limited Verbs

Limited verbs are invariable in form (i. e. they do not occur with verb
tense affixes and contonation patterns). They are:

dz{i. 'to be'
ye, 'to have'

ni. 'to be that'

'"This man came and engaged her.'
"This yam grows fast.'

'"These trees should be cut dowm.' )
'Would you like such a man?'

'Can you cope with such children?'

'Don't behave this way.'

'Not you.'

"Not he.'

'Not your father. '

'Not that way.'

'Not. this way.'

"It wasn't Tetteh who did it.'
'it's nothing. '

'Is this not his textbook?'
'Don't be slow.'

'Don't tell lies.'

LESSON SIXTY ONE

y5>. 'to have';'to be'
béx. 'to have not'

ne . 'to be this'
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Drill 168. Repeat.

1. Nim® dzi 12.

2. Midz{ odraivd 14.

3. N3n¥ esumd3 dzf bldm3.
4. Kof{ ni.
5. Dzulo ni.
6. Ndmd ni
7. MO 14 n% gbo 12 né.
8. Nﬁm% né.

9. 6mimiv né?

10. Enftsﬁm% né.

Drill 169. Repeat.
1. Amd y2 [ikd.

2. Amd hé ye £o.

~

3. Amd yé Ga.

4. Sané 1¢ ye miy.

5. Mersd be [1i.

6. MZrisi be bid.

7. MEhs% s3ne bé mﬁq.
8. Té &y3d téen.

9. Etsi y3d bid 14.

10. Nim3 y3d fiké.

I. Dialogue: Invitation
A: Oye nft momo?

B: Daabi.

'"Who is he?'

'l am your driver.'

'"What he enjoys is making noise.’'
'It is Kofi.'

'He is a thief.'

'Who is it?'

'"This is the man who died:’'

"Who is this?'

'Is this your mother?'

'Phis is his current craze.'

'Ama has money.'

'Ama is beautiful.’'

'Ama is in Accra.’'

'"The story is true.'

'"Mensa does not have money.'
'Mensa is not here.'
'Mensa's case is not valid.'
'How is she?'

'"This is his house here.'

'"Who has money?'

LESSON SIXTY TWO

'"Have you eaten already?'

'No.'
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A: HE woyaye nokd m3?

'Let's go and eat something.'
Enytes dtswa. 'What's the time?'
: NySqmé ké eny> ke f3. 'Twélve thirty.'
‘B: Wime ni woyd nmle komé, 'Let's wait and go at one o'clock.'

A

Odzogbanr. 'Okay. '

II. Ke.'and'; ké.'when'

(i) ke 'and' links words and phrases, coordinatively or subordinatively.
Linked nominals remain noun phrases. Ke¢ may link a series of verbs by
replacing the nominal subject after the first in the series.

(ii) ké 'when, if' is an adverb introducing clauses in the sentence.

Drill 170. Repeat.

1. Kgbe Kof{ k& Kwa[{. 'Kofi and Kwashi have been killed.'

2. Wond hif 12 ke émgﬁimé ié;‘ 'We saw the men and their wives.'

3. Eets{ mi ke bo. 'He wants you and me.'

K3mi ke kénéq n55\. 'Kenkey and fried fish tastes good.'
GbékZbii ke oniikpai £&Z miigbdi.'Children and adults are both dying.'

Enya mihe ke mf%jke. '"He welcomed me happily.'

7. Kofi k& lema £0lo tsé 14. 'Kofi cut down the tree with an axe.'
8. M ke 1l badwlen. 'I shall speak to him.'
9. Oke sikle éwd til 12 min? 'Have you put sugar in the tea.'

10. Amd k& wold 1& efd fi. 'Ama has put the book down.'

Drill 171. Repeat.

'The news spread all over town.'

Sané 12 gbe ke [wd ndif 12 miy f22.

Kof{ y& ke bdi wo waa.
Gbékénlit 12 tii ke tékd bu 1.
Wodzo foi ketee G3H.

NGd 12 dzo foi k edze Ga kebatsé-
bi¢ ketee MAmp3n.

Tete tsé Kofi keba.

'Kofi helped us a great deal.’

'"The boy jumped over the hole.'

'We escaped to Accra.'

'"The man ran through here from
Accra to Mampong,

'Tetteh called Kofi there.'
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7. Etsé amé keba.

8. nif 12 tsd gbekébii 12 ketee.
9. Kof{ tsi finﬁﬁ 1¢ kegbeé I&.
10. Rof{ k¢hi ni.

Drill 172. Repeat.

1. Mikde 1& ké of ke le kpe.

2. Ré ohiZ tsé pé ni obd.

3. K¢ @&miq éft 14 éyaf:a', ED

4. KE bd ni 1¢, té dbaifde tEEN.

5. EsSm33 nI 2tséd le ké ewd.

'He called them here.'
'"The men sent the children on.'
'Kofi pushed the door down.'

'Rofi gave it to me.'

'I shall tell him if I meet him.'

'Come as soon as you wake up.'

'If he's angry let him go burn the sea.’
'If it were you, what would you do?'

'He doesn't like being woken up when he
is asleep.’

LESSON SIXTY THREE

I. Linking Words

Other clause-linking and clause-initial words include:

ké n¥. ‘'so that'

I{- "but’

4ke , 'that'

Drill 173. Repeat.

1. Yai nl oyabi 1t.

2. Ek5 to kéni okank.
3. MEbA nI woyd amind3.
4. Egbeé fi, fﬁ epilaa\.

5. Etse ni, ji eblu 1%.

6. Keém3 1& akd an3memsi 14 eba.

7. BL 1& akd dbadya 16.
8. thé,éhe 4ké¢ 2feé n3k3Y.

9. Migbe n33 hewdld nflyd.

édzadkéd. 'because’
dza- 'unless; except'
aldo. 'or'

'Go and ask him.'

'He hid it so that you wouldn't see it.'

'T shall come so we can go to their place.'

'He fell down, but he didn't hurt himself."'

'That's his father, but he doesn't
respect him.'

'Tell him that his friends are here.'
'Ask him whether he will go.'

'He regretted doing that.’

'T have finished, and so I am leaving.'
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f 10. Dzen édd hewdlt wdmiiya qf5 12 n38. 'It's hot, so we are going to the
] beach.'

] ~
Drill 174. Repeat.

1. Kof{ eydan édzadkd &bé héwale. 'Kofi didn't go, because he wasn't well.'

y 2. Mibu le £35, édzadké 2sdine édzdan. 'I gave judgment against him, because -
; , he was wrong.'
] 3. Eh3d} bo, dza obi 1&. 'He will not give it to you unless
j you ask him.'
] 4. Dza mitee. 'T had better be going.'
% 5. Woyéq ni%, dza dba. 'We won't eat until you come.'
: 6. Enli, 4100 2kékpa 2he. 'Should he drink it, or rub it on his '
3 , . . body?" ,
] 7. Mitsc mif3, aldo mikékd le. 'Should I throw it away, or give it
to him.?"'
; 8. Okeé ebd, dloo &ba? 'Did you say 'he has come' or 'he
, . came'?"’
9. Ekd 1¢ miba. 'I may come.'
10. Ekd 18 dzée 2nd nt. 'Maybe it doesn't belong to him.'

R A

II. Aspects of Negation

(i) A Noun Phrase of Noun plus Indefinite Adjective, ko, when redupli-
cated, has a negative signification and occurs with a negative verb.

e. g. hékd. 'somewhere'; hékdheks o "nowhere’
gbikor ‘'one day'; gbikogbiko. ‘'mever'
(ii) A few adverbs occur only with negative verbs:
déqn. 'not again; never'
kokooko. 'not at all; never'

Drill 175. Repeat.

1. Hékdhekd edzdkd. 'There is no peace anywhere. '

2. Kadbi mi Koff kd Koff kd he sane. 'Don't ask me about Kofi:'

3. Wowdkd le gbél ko gbéi ko. 'We haven't given him any name.'

4. Eyakd hékdhekd, 'He is around here somewhere.'

5. Wiémd ko wiém3 ko én%s énaa '"There is no word he is fonder of
fe "kokooko". than 'never'.’
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6. Ebda d3qn. 'He doesn't come anymore.' 5

7. Mibii le d3nn. 'T won't ask him again.'
5 8. Kadya Koforidda d¥nn. 'Mon't go to Koforidua again.' '
% 9. Ekp1E} kokooko. 'He will never agree.'

} 10. Kofi efé} ndkdI kokooko. '"Rofi will never do that.'

‘ 1ESSON SIXTY FOUR

I. Emphatic Personal Pronouns

; A personal pronoun is emphatic when it occurs as the independent subject
of a verb retaining the pronominal subject prefix, or as the independent
possessor in a noun phrase retaining the possessive pronominal prefix.

Drill 176. Repeat. E

1. Le efeén. "It was he who did it.' ;
5 2. Le e[ikd nt. 'It is his money.' ;
E 3. MT miks wolé 1d. 'It was I who took the book.' %
4. Bo onmd wold 1é&. 'Was it you who wrote the book?' %
5. Ekeé bd dyd. '"He said you should go.' 5
6. Bo okeé mi. 'It was &ou who told me.'
7. Bo okeé dbadnye. 'You asked for it!' %
8. Wo woman né. 'This.is our country.' i
9. Wo wob{i 12. 'We will not ask him.' }
10. Esm33 nI wd wdbd. 'He doesn't want us to come.' "

II. Postarticles

(i) Postarticles are nominals which can immediately follow and qualify
a closed noun phrase. They are invariable in form:

df¥ntse. 'self' pé. 'only'
3 £é2g, 'all’ hi. 'too, also’ E

(ii) Postarticles also occur as adjectives in pronominal phrases.
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Drill 177. Repeat.

savFo Tt his Bogrmun s1as ot e v
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1. HI1 ££2 drh. 'A11 men are big.'
2. HIi 1 £2% drh. 'A1l the men are big.'
3. Eetsé ny? fé2. 'He wants all of you.'

4. Le df¥qtse ekeé testmd. 'He himself said he liked it.'

5. Etse ditntse keén. 'His own father said it.'

, 0
6. Yo6 1¢ diéntse kehi mi. 'The woman herself gave it to me. '

7. Kaéfwa gbeké 1¢ pe. 'Don't blame the child alonme.'

8. Wo pé dtséeN. ‘e were the only ones he didn't invite.'
9. Ebintid 1¢ hi éba. 'His son too has come.’

10. Won3 le hd. '"We saw him too.’

III. Gerunds and Cognate Nouns

Nouns for

med from verbs function in sentences similarly to non-derived

nouns and serve as subjects, objects as well as in possessive constructions.

Drill 178. Repeat.

1. Estmd3 wiémd.

2. Ga wiémd¥ 33,

3. Blo£d wiémd wa.

4. Ameb3Y 1e saneb{m3.

5. Hifmedzi le miitsé nyé kpee.
6. AmSfoo Ga yaa.

7. Gbole miigbd énaa.
- 8. quéa akqfraa wd.

9. Ekpd yileyéli.

10. Ake gb3m3gbelo éféde néﬁnyo.

'He loves to talk.'

'Ga is a pleasantrlanguage.'

'English is a difficult language.'
'"They started asking him questions.'
'The old men summon you to a meeting.'
'They often go to Accra.'

'His problem is age.'

'May no accident befall us.'

'He has stopped eating yams.'

'You don't make friends with a murderer.'
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LESSON SIXTY FIVE

1. Dialogue: Borrowing a Book
A: Oye wold 1& ekd? 'Have you got a copy of the book?'
B: Ehéé, jf dye f%é. 'Yes, but it's in the house.'
[N
A: Obadny? dkémd mI ké dgbe n3dA? 'Can you lend it to me when you
finish?'
’ s !
B: Mikdnékd mitdkd kwlaa. 'I still have a lot of it left
to read.'
A: Nékb bibido kike mitddo 'I only want to check a minor point
mikwe y& miy. of detail in it.'
B: B1¢ badko nmidzI ny3qmé, 'Then come for it at 10, and return
kénT dkébd 1leébl minkpa. it early in the morning.'
A: Yoo. 6y1wa1a dénq. 'Okay. Thank you very much.'
II. Adverbs

(i) Adverbs are mostly invariable in form and, within the Verb Phrase,
follow the verbs they modify.

(ii) Usually, not more than 2 adverbs occur consecutively in the same
verb phrase, in the order, Adverbs of (1) Manner (2) Quantity (3) Place
(4) Time.

(iii) Some adverbs and adverb phrases can occur outside the verb phrase,
at the beginning of the sentence.

Drill 179. Repeat.

1. Ebaa obya.. '"He didn't come quickly.'

2. Wiém3 bleoo. 'Speak softly.’

3. Kwé dzdgbann. 'Take care!'

4. Ewied ts3. "He talks too much.'

5. Ewied pii. 'He talks a lot.'

6. Ent? kwlaa. '"He is vicdious.'

7. Eyadwie y& Tema. 'He is going to speak at Tema.'
‘8. Mfnd égbéné. ‘ 'T have seen it now.'

9. Ete ff nl3. '"He woke up early.'
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10. Ebdkd 1é6lo.
Drill 180. Repeat.
1. Mindkd ékd di.
2. Min33 le d4a.

3. Ebaa won33 dda.
4. Eb&kd won33 péy.
5. Agbéné ohdé oya?
6. Kpadkon obaa?

7. Nyéba oyd waa.
8. Ewied pii ts3.
9. Eféd> enfi blecoo néékpa.

10. Midzdkd foi waa ngké déé.‘

"He still hasn't come.'

'T haven't seen one before.'

'Tf see him all the time.'

'"He visits us regularly.'

'"He has never visited us.'

"Now do you believe it?'

'Are you coming now?'

'You've come rather early.'
'She talks too much.'
'He is always very slow.'

'T have never run so fast.'
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NOUNS: DERIVATION OF PLURAL FORMS FROM SINGULARS

X = word or part N = syllabic Nasal C = Consonant * = Tonally
~ of a word assimilable
V =z nasal Vowel V ~NgzVorN @ -zero suffix - = without

Tone and process symbols and abbreviations have the customary meanings.

okplés, okpléq

1. P1. - Sing. + / E_L ‘Singular
'child' bi
'ear’ tof
'thief' dzulo
"language' widm
'sheep’ too
'pillow’ stine
'1ife’ wala
"1avw’ ml4
"1amp’ k3né
2. P1. s Sing. + Jo=e/ + i
| 'tree' tso
'woman' yoo
'person’ m3
‘ P . *
3, P1.=Sing.jx /v~ﬁ/} - JV~N 44
'table’
'mosquito’

t5qt33, t3nt3y
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ik e e i art

Singular Plural
4. Pl. = Sing. + dzi
% 'farm' nm3 - nmddzi
; 'piece’ kikd kdkddzt +
E 5. P1, - Sing. + fo = e/ + dz?
g 'old thing' " émomo émemedzé )
6. Pl. = Sing. {x . /¢~iz~ﬁ/} o [Yelieiy) + a2t
§ '‘castle' mss médzé
% 'town' mén | mAdzT
; "monkey"’ adﬁﬁ adiidzt
g. " 'corner' kér kédzt
'horn' kon kodzi
% 'slave' nyéﬁ nyédz%
7. P1. = Sing. {X(Ca)LV} - _JLv/ + dz";
"bird' 108 £1% | 1o6£3dzt
'sore’ £14 £4dzt
'bell’ nmle nmedzi
'a red thing' étdru étsudzt
"book' wolo wodz1
'egg' wolo wodzI
8. P1. = Sing. {Xn& - /ne/ + dzi
'story’ sane sddz1
'engine' ts3ne ts3dz1
'wing' fine fidz%
9. Pl, = Sing.'kinship term'+ o
'father' tse tsemé
'woman: term of address' awé awdms
'wife' nd n3m




¥ 3

'sibling'
'a proper name'
'a proper name’

| 16. Pl. = Sing. {Kmﬁ} - [w3/ + dzi

'debt’

'hunger'

Singulaxr
nygmf
Mﬁﬁsé

Kofi

ny3m3

11. P1. = 'Person term' Sing. |Xm3|-0|Xm£i|

"human being'

'who?'!

12, P1. = Sing. + bif

S

'child'

'ant'

13. Plo = Singo 'le + bi?

'child'

'thing'

14. P1. by suppletion

man

'thing'
15. P1. = Sing. + ¢

'dust’

'shrimp’

'coal'

16. Plurals, no singulars

gb¥m3
nim3

gbéké

tsatsé

abifdo

Pa |

nit
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<
tsatsiibil

abifidbil

: nibi{

"men’

=

hi

’'a | P
ni¥, nibil 'things'

mlu 'dust'

sy  'shrimp'

2

e
R

'coal'

h3s¥dz? 'twins'

L. 4 ) ]
mudzl dirt
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Singular

17. P1. - Sing. Xnyo - /nyo/ +
* P 4
(@) 1 'soldier’ asrdafényd

'farmer' okwagfényb
(b) mg | 'a Ga' Ginyo

'an Ashanti' Ajﬁntényb

'fisherman' ' wolenyo
(¢) hii- 'corpse’ i gﬁéﬁy§ |

'young man' obldnyd
(d) Eiz 'rustic' koseenyo

'American’ Amérikanyo

Plural

asraaféi
okwaafdi
GEme
Afant émé
woleme
gﬁéh%f
obléh%i
koseebil

Amérikabil




o

aa

Ad
£ba
Ab3q
abé
abekd
abifao
Abl3
ablé

Ablotsiri,

Ablotsii
abd
abui
Ad2
Adei
adéka
adgsﬁ
adiiy,
Adzei
Adzé1é
Adzékai
Adzétsdo
Adzdkd
£dzua
adzwﬁmﬁq
afi
Kfua
afud
Afitu
Kgo
ago
agoo
agba
agbé
agbo
aékoo,

ahékoo
akeklé
dkd
gk14tl
Akolia
Akd
Akuete
Akuskd
akutd
akwadu

GLOSSARY

ah; well

Madam

girl's name (Thursday-born)
name (3rd child after twins)
proverb

left

babe-in-arms

girl's name (Tuesday-born)
corn

Europe

refuge

needle

clan name, male

clan name, female

box

story; folk-tale

monkey

clan name, male

clan name, female

clan name, female

clan name, female

clan name, female

girl's name (Monday-born)
prostitution

year

girl's name (Friday-born)
mist

clan name, male

name (2nd child after twins)
velvet

a greeting (cf. am€g)
stall; shed

gate

big

a congratulation

headband

that

cactus

girl's name (Sunday-born)
girl's name (Wednesday-born)
boy's name (2nd of twins)
girl's name (2nd of twins)
orange

banana
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Akwélé
Akwété
akpakpéd
Akp$

dloo, aléo
Amd
Amd

amé

amee

Amon, Am3n

- améd

&nﬁn

AnGm

as$
asrdafényd
Alale

Ald

Atad

atfh

atuf

atdu
Atsoi, Atswél
atswré
dwdi)

ayé

Ayok?

o

ba

ba

ba

baa

bad, baid
badldbi
bé

be

be

béni

bé

bé

be
bébéo
bi

bi
bibido
bid

ble
bleoo
bodobodo, blodo
bl

bo

bo
bo...tof
bé1d

bo.. .mﬁd’é"rm

girl's name (1lst of twins)
boy's name (lst of twins)
pawpaw

clan name, male

or

girl's name (Saturday-born)
clan name, male

they; them; their

a reply to a greeting (cf. agoo)
clan name, male

tomato

boy's name (4th in order)
boy's name (5th)

gambling

soldier

clan name, male

clan name, male

term of respect for men
cashew-nut

defiance

a greeting

clan name, female

first

a greeting

witch

clan name, female

to come

to beg; to solicit
to cut

leaf

crocodile

locust

to quarrel

time

to be fully cooked
when

to have not; to be not
but; already

to grip

a kind of shellfish
child

to ask

small

here

pipe

slow; softly

bread

broom

you (sg.)

to shout

to listen

to shout repeatedly
to persevere
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bo...m8dEqn
Bo{

bd

bd

bid. ye...bdd
biu

o

a§
da

da

dda
ddd
ag%
d3z
daabi
dadé
dim3 J1
Dedé
Def
dek3
dé

at
ding
dioo
dom
ddkta
dSm
draiva
dré
drém
du

ats

dza

dzadzé ,
Dz3ni, Dz33ni
dzeke

- dzeeeskpo
dzetsélemd
dze - '
dzél, dzéme
dzi

dzidzé n33
dzié kpd

dzo

dzogbann
dzoo

dzo

dzoo

to persevere
clan name, male
hole

to put onj to wear
to help
mosquito-net

to race

to pose

to be big; to grow
always

mouth

yet; before

drink

no:

iron

to stand

girl's name (lst in order)
clan name, female
leisure

palm of hand

to be black

quiet

quiet

to emigrate

doctor

never

driver

to happen luckily
boon; good fortune; generosity
to trap

darkness

to be straight, correct
to straighten

clan name, male

to be far

to go out

dawn

to come from

there

to be

to provoke

to outdoor

to dance

well

dance; dancing

to be cold, quiet, peaceful
valley
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dzra
Dzu
Dzdfd
dzdne
dzwél
dzweq
dzwenmd
dzvre
dzdrem?

fa
£3
fai

Fantényd

fany
fe

feén
f£¢
feéfeo
£¢1
fénéd
féo

o

in

i

price; market
Monday

Tuesday

jewelry

grass

to think
thought

to congratulate
a congratulation

he, she, it
right

four

some; one
one

again

“six

good

this one

five

how much, many?
two
yellowish-green
okra

evil; badness
three

red

big

white

nod
yes!

to lend; to borrow

root

hat

a Fanti

clearly; lucidly
to surpass

to do; to become
all

beautiful

part; half

to untie

beauty
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¥
1.
%
7
R
3
p
z
¥
1,
P
L
H
7

fine
£1d
fido
fite
f14
f1a
f1l
£14
fliki'
£13
£6
Fofé
£3
£5.0.hé
fo -
£3
fofol
fa

fi
fud
fufd

ga
Ga
Ganyo
gli
googd
géwd
g5813
gsl
g3
gﬁg3
gug
glim3

gWé, (bOo . ogWé)

gwébbg
gwantey
gwao

V4

gba
gbd

gba
gbédé
gbaé
gheé f&
gbéké
gbélee
gbé

gbe

s

wing

smaller; junior
a little; swall
to spoil

sore

to greet

to blow

to buy or sell on credit
to fly

hole

to weep

girl’s name (5th in order)
to give birth

to wash

to usually do

to throw

flower

selfishness

stink

to embrace

milk; breast

ring

Ga; Accra

a Ga

to fly into a rage
bucket

guava

to swagger

to belch
mountain
cemetery

nose

to peel

gang, company
assembly
sheep, lamb
to whip

to split; to tear
to branch off

to narrate

to weaken

dog

to fall down
child; junior

to be dressed up
water-pot

road
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gbé
gbeé\

gbéke

gbi
ghir
gblann
gb1d
gbogbo
gbon
gbo
gbo
gbobi
gbdnm3
gbu
gbd...n}3

ha

hdkd
hao
hdu

hé

hén

he

hee
hela
helatse
héle...n
hén%
hetsélé
hewale

Hogbaa
h3SN\
Ho2

hi
huld
hiilu
huu
hwaq

=

pimple

to sound

evening

day

dry

strong (of smell)
to rinse the mouth
wall

hip

guest; stranger

to age

to hunt

person; human being
to prick; to pierce
to bother

to give; to let

to yawn

to worry; to pester
girdle

place

to buy

around, about

new

illness

sick person; patient
to take up; to respond
where

convalescence
health; strength
waist

burning, vivid, intense
to be good

face; front

men

eye

radiant

to cook

shade

Sunday

to sell

Saturday

also; too

to jump

sun

' to wage (war)

to sprain
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=

kaa

kad, kadd
kabitii
kadi
kdfd

Kél
k&né
k3né

" kaple
kasé

ke

Kétd, Kétda
ké

ke

keéN
kitd |
kla, kra
klay
klaptd
kloklo
Kodzé
kodzé
Kof{i
komé

ké)

kon

Kokale, Kodékdale
Kote, Kédté
Kotei, Kéte{
kotokud

k$

K31

Kok$

kSm}

K3, k3id
kodydo

kd

kidd

kue

kdkwé i ,
Kiim3se, Klimadse
Kadks
KitdSkd
Kwémi, Kwadml
Kwabl3

Kwaku

kwakwé

Kwao

Kwafi

Kwei

kwéN

kvWraa, kwlaa
kwo

car

crab

very dark

to mark

to praise; to flatter
girl's name (3rd in order)
to read; to count

light; lamp

penny; coin; money

to learn
to give as
Keta

when; if
and; with
to say; to
oath

a gift

tell

spirit; soul

wolf
cutlass
other
boy's name
to judge
boy's name
one

corner
horn

clan name,
clan name,
clan name,
pocket

(Monday-born)

(Friday-born)

female
male
male

to take; to pick

hoe

girl's name (2nd in order)

kenkey
shoulder
air; wind
group

to guide
neck

cooking-pot

Kumasi
clan name,
clan name,
boy's name
boy's name
boy's name
mouse
boy's
boy's

name
name

clan name,

to look
at all
climb

female

female
(Saturday-born)
(Tuesday-born)
(Wednesday-born)

(Thursday=-born)

(Sunday-born)
male
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kp

kpd

kpa

kpad
kpadko
kpaany3
kpakpa

~ kpawo

kpe

kpémn
kpiy
kpléikpléd
kpleké
kpéd

kpo
kpodziém3
kpdkpd
kpén

kp$

l=

14
14
1la
1a

Lasséy, Lasé, Laasé

lai
1414
lamd
lamd
140

le
leéhi
lei

1é

1le

le
leén
leketee
1étd
1igh11{gX
1{1¢1
160

1lo0
106y
106£13
151
1d
1ldkutuu
lele

to stop; to fall off
a ceremonial dance
string )
only now

eight

good

seven

to meet

firm

cane rat

big

to descend

12-yard bale of cloth
courtyard i
outdooring ‘ !
to shiver
fish hook
knot

blood

to sing S
fire

to dream

clan name, male
firewood

song

vapour

dream

bedsheet

to know

morning

tail

the

he, she, it

to rear, feed

to be wide

broad |

to eat sparingly
Praying Mantis
tongue

or ’

fish; meat; flesh
to gather up i
bird & L
lorry; truck i
to confuse; to be confused
portable; medium-sized; round
boat




mad

mile
mama
m3mE
miy
maAnke
mantse
médti
méd

me

Y.
mEni'
Mérsa
mfont?
mi

mli, min
mld
mlZ3, mrd
mlé

m1

mlu

mé

moko
mémo
mor}
msn

m3

m5bd
mSdeénn
m3ni
n33
md
mu
mt
mﬁdzi
mumS
musu

<
na
n§~
ni3
naia
nda
nddnyo
nak3i
Em3
nam
nane

ninemfI. ninemé

1=

to build
to tell lies

cloth

mother

town

night

king; chief

driver's mate or assistant
sixpence

to wait

people

what?

boy's name (3rd in order)
picture

I; me; my

in; inside

law; guts

early

underwater swimming or diving
drum

dust

well done!

someone

already

rather

then; in that case

person

mercy

effort

who

castle

to submerge

oil

to breathe

dirt

stomach

taboo

to get

to see
Look.!
mouth; edge
grandmother
friend

that

who?

leg; foot
friends
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Nikoi, NiTkwdi

nflde

< 4
nina
nine

£ Nem
ninmaa
nftsﬁmé
nohewd
nékd
n3
nﬁfggnﬁ
n§ni

' nﬁrm

N i3

&

ntd

nil

niiptsd
nli
poyy
niitimo

nye
nye
nye
nye
nye
ny€...nd
nygkvé
nyemi
nye€sece
nyidn
ny31
ny3nm&
Ny3nmo

= S 3
[T 3 IO IS

this is
to rain
this
nine
where?

this

that; since
and

thing; things
title: Chief, Elder; personal name
grandfather

clan name, male

knowledge

to catch up with

hand; arm

writing

work

because of that
‘something

on; upon; up

everything

what; which

immediately; precisely

boy's name (6th in order)

twin

water

to hear

master

man

old man

to be able
mother
yesterday
you (pl.)
to hate

to press
aunt
sibling
in the past; ago
to walk
slave

ten

God; rain

to greet
to close
wife
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nai

nkatle, nkétle
quéi

ki

21&

ilenle

~ nlend

noo

730N

nje

vi[osee
T e
nwetEnwe te
nwldm

=

nmd
nmé
nmé
qmge
nme
nmene
qminmi
nmle
nml3
nmon ,
nménmlo
qmﬁ
mo
i

obla
obldnyd
odzo
of1%
ogbodlé
ohd
ohé
ohi%
okadi
okesé
oké
Okpoti
omd
osd
osS£d

lo

intelligence; skill

crab

coal

ground nut

libation

shea-butter

to char

light; flowing easily (of fluid)
level

salt

to be sweet
sea
overseas
sky; up
stippled
star

aroma; pleasant scent
to write

palm nut

thorn

kernel

today

panic

bell

laughter .
tick; lice

plank

farm

to laugh

new; fresh; green

fashion; swagger

lad; young man

fraud

a kind of worm

shark

hundred

showing off, ostentation
poverty

mark

fashion; chic

boy's name (lst of twins)
clan name, male

rice

fox; mongoose

priest; minister
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papa
papa
pasa
pé
pépeepe
pila

1eé
plekod
Pékdase
paé

sa

sa
sads
sdne
s€
=
s€1
sisi
sis
Sohaa
Soo
Séwa
sole
s¥ne
sy
s5nn
§00
sre
SYo
grdto
su
su
"
sUm3
sgms
sine
susd
seké
sédazfényd

chance; lots; dice
danger; accident
week

quickly

father

fan

to gossip
exactly
exactly

to wound

a lot; much
to suffer

a bird

nail
Pokoase

to appear; to emerge

to befit

nauseating smell

to repair

story; behavior; problem
throat '
back

chair

ghost .

to be for; to solicit
Friday

Thursday

clan name, male

to pray

fox

prawns; shrimp

a lot; altogether; only

to catch (something in flight)

to swim

to be different
different; various
character; kind
~to light -
soil

to serve

to love; to like
pillow S
to calculate
madness

soldier
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Sezgin,

i

T

s

S Sty

AN e

Dl ol

“I-;\l-'l e A MAM

)
.

fXtse
Tdaa
ié™

iké
ikatse
{ra[1Kd
4okk

i

its

b)

3

m
wané
Wwapd
é
éifweil
1

Jwién
vre, fﬁere

td

ta

ta

ta

tdd
Tawla
té...teen
te

tédzi

tee
téle, tre
té
telifén
Temd
Teté

J

It

brother-in-law

to embrace

girl's name (6th in order)
to drag out '
shilling

to arrive; to reach
sugar-cane

but

occasion, instance
down :
to fry

sand

house
houseowner; landlord
thanks

to preach

money

rich man
hiccough

door

still

pepper
Wednesday

a berry

afar

noon; afternoon
store

to play

ragged

to be fat

to dismiss

to flourish

to sit

war

to chew

to narrate

to seek

name (1st born after twins)
how?

to rise up; to wake

ass; donkey

went; gone

to carry on the head
stone

telephone

Tema :

boy's name (1lst in order)
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tsdké

tsé...nd

tsel
tsese
taé
tse
tsekwé
tsdn
tsi
ta%o
ts
tetg,
tsIn
tefné
tsitsi
tso
tso

Tsotso, Tsotsob

ts$
tsS
tsﬁmé
tsSmY
tsd
ts3%13
tsgse
tsu

boy's name (2nd in order)
to pile up

gum

to scratch
teacher

to pursue
multiplication
ear

sandal

tax

sheep; goat
bottle

to be tired, full
to err

to mutter
rainwater
cowrie
threepence
straight

gun

to gush out
rubbish dump
red clay
black
directly

to change

to reduce

trees

ceremonial calabash
to call

father

uncle

beard; chin

sceptre

to block

to swagger

to wake up

cow

to sneeze

chest

tree

to burn ‘
girl's name (4th in order)
to pass

too much

to turn over and over
to twist; to peel
to show; to teach
teacher

to train

to send
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tst
tsi
tsui

tswa
tswél
tswéi

Voo

waa

wala
win
wa
wa
welé
wé
wo
wo
wob{
wolo
wd
wo
wo
wold
wéi
wisée
wd
wu
wud

et Y

ya
ydd

yaa

yaa é@

5
s ye

véveeve

wad, wadd

wuégbéémﬁ‘

ye bil

tsuru, tsru

i<

e

wére, ywére
wién, ywién
wiémS, ywi
wiri, ywiri

én

to work
building; room
heart

red

to strike; to ring
mous tache

hair

loudly; insistently
deep

a lot; very; well
snail

life

doubt

grey hair

finger

hide

to 1lift

honey

to praise; to laud
bee

book

tomorrow

we; us; our

to sleep

egg

fetish, amulet, charm
in the future
bone

husband

chicken

cockcrow

to warm oneself

to speak

language; speech; word
to row

to go

fishing-net

confused

a response to a greeting
to eat

to help
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3
by
¥

women _
to be; to have; at
yam

head

to beat

head

to recognize
woman

a response; okay
old woman

to be

beans

sluggish

a berry

funeral; mourning
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