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Introduction 

The goal of this paper is t o  d i s c u s s  the  position of the Opata 
and Eudeve languages w i t h i n  the Uto-Afeecan f a m i l y ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  within 
t h e  subgrouping known as Taracahitic, shown PR Map 1. Phonological 
and lexical d a t a  will be p r e s e n t e d ,  and then the proposed classlffcaitons 
f o r  T a r a c a h i t i c  are  discussed with t h e  possibility of shedding light 
into the prehistory of t h e  S t a t e  of Sonora. 

The Opata (Teguima), Eudeve (Hcve, ~ohena) and Jova (Jobal,  Ova) have 
remained fa a shadowy position in Uea-Aztecan classifications u n t i l  very 
recent ly .  Thomas and Swanton (1911 : 7-81 frequently err in their clasei- 

- fieations based on c o l o n i a l  documents, as pointed out by Sauer ( 1 9 3 4 ) .  
Sauer p o i n t s  out ehat in the RuZo Essayo, a contemporary Jesuit au tho r  -- 
states thae Opata and Eudeve are as close as Spanish and Fortuguese or 
as French and Provengal, b u t  that Jova was "very d i f f i c u l t  and d i f f e r e n t  
from a l l  the languages of the Province" (Sauer 1934 : 50). Johnsorl (1950) 
repeats t h i s  passage, as d i d  Pimentel (1874). The latter au tho r  grouped 
Tepiman (see below) and Opatn a s  a s i n g l e  family, probably on the basis 
of some sound changes t h a t  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  below. 

The Opata ( 0 p )  and Eudeve (Eu) languages are usual ly  grouped i n t o  a 
T a r a c a h i t i c  subfamily of the Uto-Aztecan famfly along w i t h  G u i r i j i o  (Gu), 
Tatahumara CTr) ,  Yaqui (Yq) and !iayo (My]. The inclusion of Tubar (Tu) 
in this grouping will be attempted below. Krocber (1934:1@) nored that 
Opata, Yaqui, Mayo, Guasijio and Tarahumara contrast with Tepiman (Pima 
Bajo, Papago-Pima, Northern Tepehuan, Southern Tepehuan), pointing out that 
t h e  Tepiraan subfamily is so rad ica l ly  d i f f erent  that is cannot be formed 
i n t o  a Sonoran subgroup with Corachol (Cora, Huichol) and Taracahitic. 
Mason (1936; written 1923) groups the Ueo-Aztecan (UA) languages of  
Sonata as Kroebev later did, except that he joined Cora and Huichol into 
a subfanily,  harking ahead to Lanb ( 2 9 6 4 ) .  The Mason-Kroeber scheme is 
as follows: T e p i m n ,  Taracahitic, ~ o r a / ~ u i c h o l  (Corachol). Lamb (1964:110) 
maintains Mason's grouping; h i s  i n t e r n a l  scheme for Tnracahitic is as 
follows in (1). 

(13 Taracahitic 
1. Tarahumarish (Tarahumara) 
2. Cahitksh (Cahita, Guasij io?) 
3. Opat ish  (Opata, Jova) 

Rro UA languages of Sonora are not mentioned (~udeve,  ~ubar), and one 2s 
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