
v

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PREFACE x

ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS xii

MAP 1:  MARTUTHUNIRA TERRITORY AND BOUNDARIES xv

MAP 2:  PREVIOUSLY DESCRIBED BOUNDARIES xvi

MAP 3:  NEIGHBOURS AND SUBGROUPS xvii

CHAPTER 1:  THE LANGUAGE AND ITS SPEAKERS 1

1.1 Names and location 1
1.2 Neighbours and linguistic affiliations 3
1.3 Traditional life 5
1.4 Post-contact history 17
1.5 Previous investigations 20
1.6 Informants 21
1.7 The data 22

CHAPTER 2:  PHONOLOGY 25

2.1 Consonants 25
2.2 Vowels 25
2.3 Phonotactics 30
2.4 The r.t cluster 35
2.5 Morphophonemics 37
2.6 Stress 42
2.7 Phonological history 47

CHAPTER 3:  OVERVIEW OF MORPHOLOGY 51

3.1 Parts of speech 51
3.2 Word structure 57
3.3 Multiple case-marking 59



vi

CHAPTER 4:  NOMINAL MORPHOLOGY 63

4.1 Suffix forms 63
4.2 Nominative case 66
4.3 Accusative 66
4.4 Effector 71
4.5 Locative 73
4.6 Ablative -nguru 77
4.7 Allative suffixes -:rta and -mulyarra 79
4.8 Minor locational suffixes 80
4.9 Associative -marnu 82
4.10 Proprietive -marta 84
4.11 Privative -wirriwa/-wirraa 88
4.12 Genitive 91
4.13 Belonging -wura and owner -waya 91
4.14 Causal -ngalyarnta 93
4.15 Obscured -ngurni 93
4.16 Full-laden -warlaya 94
4.17 Dual -tharra 95
4.18 Plural -ngara 95
4.19 Distributed plural -warntura 96
4.20 Group -marnu 97
4.21 Idiosyncratic plurals 97
4.22 Side -wuyu 98
4.23 Conjunction -thurti 98

CHAPTER 5:  PRONOUNS AND DEMONSTRATIVES 100

5.1 Pronoun paradigms 100
5.2 Kin-possessive pronouns 103
5.3 Indefinite pronouns 107
5.4 Demonstrative forms 109
5.5 Adnominal demonstrative functions 112
5.6 Adverbial demonstrative functions 121
5.7 Predicate demonstrative 126
5.8 Compass terms and locational nominals 127
5.9 Temporal nominals 129
5.10 Indefinite locationals/temporals 131

CHAPTER 6:  VERB MORPHOLOGY 136

6.1 Overview 136
6.2 Inflections 143
6.3 Derivations 152

CHAPTER 7:  PARTICLES AND CLITICS 165

7.1 Order of clitics 165
7.2 Propositional modifiers 166
7.3 The syntax of propositional modifiers 175
7.4 ‘Only’ yirla 177



vii

7.5 ‘Not’ mir.ta 178
7.6 Modal particles wiyaa, wayil, wii 179
7.7 Temporal -l 181
7.8 Discourse deictic clitics -lwa, -wa, -rru 182
7.9 Presentative pala 185
7.10 Permissive/hortative thana, warrayi, kunti 186
7.11 Interjections 187

CHAPTER 8:  NOUN PHRASES 189

8.1 Noun phrase structure 189
8.2 Part-whole constructions 193
8.3 Generic-specific constructions 194
8.4 The indeterminacy of noun phrase heads and apparent ellipsis 195
8.5 Complex noun phrases 198
8.6 Adjoined noun phrase structures 201
8.7 Apparently exceptional noun phrase structures 202

CHAPTER 9:  SIMPLE CLAUSES 205

9.1 Ascriptive non-verbal clauses 205
9.2 Non-verbal clauses with accusative complements 208
9.3 Copula constructions 209
9.4 The syntax of verbal clauses 213
9.5 Argument structures 214
9.6 Passive clauses 226
9.7 Double-object ambiguities 230
9.8 Case assignment in imperative clauses 232
9.9 Nominal adjuncts marked with referential case 233
9.10 Questions 236
9.11 Constituent order 238

CHAPTER 10:  COMPLEX SENTENCES 240

10.1 Relative clauses 241
10.2 Lest clauses 249
10.3 Purpose clauses 251
10.4 Clausal complements 255
10.5 Passive in subordinate clauses 258
10.6 Subordinate clauses on double-object clauses 261
10.7 Multiple subordination 262

APPENDIX 1:  TEXTS 264

Text 1: Hunting and cooking an emu 264
Text 2: Catching a goanna 266
Text 3: Fixing a broken spear 271
Text 4: A shopping expedition 274
Text 5: Kurntangka 279
Text 6: Mourning chant 282
Text 7: The first boomerang 287



viii

APPENDIX 2:  SONGS 315

Appendix 2.1: Jalurra songs 315
Appendix 2.2: Thawi songs 318

APPENDIX 3:  MARTUTHUNIRA-ENGLISH WORD LIST 327

APPENDIX 4:  ENGLISH-MARTUTHUNIRA FINDERLIST 356

REFERENCES 381

INDEX

LIST OF TABLES AND FIGURES

Figure 1.1 Martuthunira sections 8
Figure 1.2 Ngarluma sections 8
Figure 1.3 Yinyjiparnti sections 9

Table 1.1 Martuthunira kinship terminology 7
Table 1.2 Affinal kin terms 10
Table 2.1 Consonant inventory 25
Table 2.2 Stop allophones 27
Table 2.3 Vowel inventory 28
Table 2.4 Vowel allophones 28
Table 2.5 Permitted initial and final consonants 30
Table 2.6 Frequency of consonants 30
Table 2.7 Intramorphemic consonant clusters 32
Table 2.8 Intermorphemic clusters 33
Table 2.9 Conditioned apical alternations 42
Table 3.1 Range of nominal functions 53
Table 3.2 Functions of nominal suffixes 60
Table 4.1 Accusative and genitive allomorphy 63
Table 4.2 Summary of suffix forms 65
Table 4.3 Invariant nominal suffixes 66
Table 5.1 Nominative pronoun forms 100
Table 5.2 Inflected pronoun forms 101
Table 5.3 Inflected genitive forms of 1SG and 2SG 102
Table 5.4 Possessed kin terms 106
Table 5.5 Demonstrative stems 110
Table 5.6 Inflected plain demonstrative forms 110
Table 5.7 Topic-tracking demonstrative forms 111
Table 5.8 Adverbial demonstratives 112
Table 5.9 Anaphoric demonstrative tracking in text 115
Table 5.10 Frequency of demonstrative forms 116
Table 5.11 Subject to object ratios for distal demonstratives 117
Table 5.12 Compass terms 127



ix

Table 5.13 Forms of Waruu/Waruul ‘still’ 131
Table 6.1 Conjugation membership by transitivity class 139
Table 6.2 Verb inflections 139
Table 6.3 Collective suffix forms 142
Table 6.4 Possible interpretations of the collective suffix 154
Table 7.1 Order of clitics 165
Table 9.1 Constituent order 238
Table 10.1 Switch reference in purpose clauses 251


	Table of Contents
	Preface
	Abbreviations and Conventions
	Maps
	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	Chapter 4
	Chapter 5
	Chapter 6
	Chapter 7
	Chapter 8
	Chapter 9
	Chapter 10
	Appendix 1: Texts
	Appendix 2: Songs
	Appnedix 3: Martuthunira-English Wordlist
	Appendix 4: English-Martuthunira Wordfinder
	References
	Index
	List of Tables and Figures


