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O the occasion of this Seminar on central-northern Anatolia in Hinite Period, we wish
to present an overview of the activities we have effected in the last few vears in the Yozgat
on. These activities, planned and coordinated by Karl Strobel. the general director of

the Tavium International Research Project, are the results of an Austro-Italian cooperation
project, involving the Universities of Klagenfurt, Udine, Trieste and Verona.

Since 1997 the western part of the provinee of Yozgat with the ancient ¢ity of Tavium,
the centre of the Delice Irmak Basin, is surveyed by K. Strobel and his team {(fig. 1. In
2004, the Austro-ftalian cooperation project became part of the Tavium International

esearch Project. The lslian partners are worlang within the rescarch permission given by
ihe Turkish authorities to K. Strobel. In the research area arc two major archacological
sites, Tavium, & big and important city from Early Bronze Age to Byzaniine times, and
Y assibitvlik (see below).

Tavium {probably = Tawinive) is located near the modern village of Biiyvitknetos around
20 ke ogouth of HattuSa The border between the ismi@rées of the two Bronze Age
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kingdoms is the volcanic mountain range of the Zirzili Dagr In Taviam, an impressive

fortification of the later 3 millennium is found. and .vhe imporiance of the city of Towinive

attested in ﬁﬁ texts from Karum Kanid In Himtite times, it was an important cult centre
03" the empire . Before Hattuia became the residence of the Hittite kings, Tavium was an
important ¢ity which conirolled major roads in the Delice Irmak area and a rich
agricultural region. In ‘he time of the Phrvgian empire, there were three major settlements
in the arca, Tavium, the Iron-Age city in HattuSa, and the Iron Age settfement in Alaca
Hitvitk, Around BGO ?E.{,,. the Tron Age fortresses of Kevkavus Kale and Ceska Kale with

their huge glacis-walls were built, At the end of the 77 ¢, B.C., the city of Pteria was built

Q”‘

on the Kerkenes DaZ east of Yozgat being the capital of the Phrvgian empire after the
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conquest of the parts west of the Halys by the Lydians. 1t was destroyed by Kroisos. In
Helenistic, Roman and Byzantine times, Taocuion/Tavium (also Tavia/Tabia) became the
centre of the whele eastern part of Galatia which was organised by the Romans as the
territory of the Polis of Tavium,

The goal of Tavium International Research Project is the archaeological investigation of
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area ends in the north on the border of the modern province of Corum, but includes the
territories immediately south and cast of Hattula. The systematic regional survey
conducted by Karl Strobel and Chr, Gerber covers after the camns

gion under research. The goal of the lislian parners is concentrated on the
archaeological investigation of the north-east

1 part, in 118 prehistoric, pre-Classical and
Classical lavoul and the identification of one or more sites, where interdisciplinary
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. Wiihin the overall project m the Yozgat region, the archacological operations have
beon so far
Phem s i > " 3
in the year 2004 the ;Qzén Austro-Italian team has performed a survey in some areas of

_$£E{?§Th~$d ern part of the arca under licence,

From 2008 onwards, éhf:- Italian team has begun g specific se iwvey in the site of
Yassihuyuk,
2006 K. Strobel and Chr, Gerber discovered the site of Cihanpasa and began the

research on that site

Z. Operation a.
The teamn was formed by the writers, by the two archaeslogists of the expedition,

Christoph Gerber {Heidelbe ”:ﬁ and Marta Luciant (Wien), and by students from the
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tversities of Udine, Verona and Trieste.
the North of the modem city of
at 1t is localised at the exaet spol where two main river systers and ther

The interest of this region, hwau“ﬁ,y the

Y ozgat, s 1

tributaries meet. The first is the Kuzlirmak- T}a, g immak river sysiem, one of the main, if

not the major ene in the entire Apaiolian peninsula. Sites at the very ¢

land, such as Alaca Hilvik &;p’% ffczféz cder iself %tsefzf;néf ‘ié? éé;. The second river system, in the

E of our inves ?;-féé‘sﬁas fsi,;‘ are part of this

srtakdy, ancient Sapimwa,
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1 these premuses i mind, have {madaﬂi to start i};@ mvestigating the aren where
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s concemed, we carmied oul g low

FECORTIRISEANG : f;z;mm%'éfm. The first investigations meant exploring
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by car the 5%3,.&33 z’;za}s&?i‘&; along the ey roads,
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1 of 2006 all parts of

ot the aré:ha::e;ﬁggicai and geo-morphological landscapes of

All sifes were positioned exactly with a portable GPS. They have been described
according to a site sheet designed in order to document the most important features. The
surtace material, almost exclusively pottery sherds, was collected, where this was possible,
on the basis of a total collection policy by 5 to 7 operators.

Along the novthbound road 1o Alaca, we could ideniify 3 number of sites of difforent
eriods, numbers F-17 on the map (fig. 2).

We mention here only the most intercsting:

Nr. 2: AZrek Tepe, which les in the vics
by K. Strobel in the year 1997, This sife 18 placed on the northern it "zgcs; of the ppw

valley dug by the Eridzii river. It is a site of medium height wit % 1 potiery of the Chalcolitd

ity of Kiziltepe; it had alveady been surveved

Period.

Mr, 6: Ceskakale; the archacological remains of this stte are placed a1 the op of a steep
hill, approximately 1600 meters in height, from wiich an ample view of the valley of the
Eridzii river may be obtained. It is characterized bv a hug fortification, architectural

s, The pottery material refers

structures dug info the rock face as well as stairca
essentially 1o the Tron Age. The site was already surveved gnd mapped by K. Strobel and
Chs. Gerber.

Nr. 10 Torkmensantar Fiiylik; It is a sife stratcgically placed at the confiuence of two
streams, which proves 1o have been damaged by s clandestine excavation on the northern

flank. Among the material abandongd by ?3'1:;:; ;‘ssuizf"?m‘g were a fow sherds datable o part io
the end of the third millenmivm B.O., end in part to the Hittite Age.
Nr 13: Yilanb Tepe {(in the vicinity of BEvel village) This is 2 natural hill sire, with

terracing on which remaing of buildings and potiery were visible, The gathered material

comprises potlery of the third ynllennmuws BC, as for example an exempiar of the local

Mercimek Tepe type, but especially sherds dated 1o the Hittite period.

. Operation b

3.1 One of the inv ,
visited and surveyed for the fist time %.‘;}..f
2002%, On this site the [talian o
years 2005 and 2006.

This site seemed very promising for the exploration of s rank. smaller, possibly
even rural gites i3 the hinterland of ﬂ‘i{"; Hittite capital, E"é;zi‘%_z.a%zia an aspect of Hronze Age
carch, BEven more important, n the

el

k. vr. 3 on the map. It has slready
<. strobel and Chre, Gerber in the vears 2061 and

it has concerdrated g nvestigations during the

settlement siructure thus far partially neglected by res

(1934

case of Yassithityiik, we have a setfiement with a long spanning human occupation and

therefore, woe may hope to obtain data on long-hved settlement stratigraphy lacking

clsewhers i Cendral Anstobs even on large siles,
Yassihitvik 1s an oval shaped hityd
top, flat, part measures 21 ? m. % ui“ . %e height of the ramparts which slope to the

hectars in size orented NW-SE;

ths
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plain all around the site s steepest on the SE side of the mound.
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The surface of Yassihiivik was divided in 5 different agricultural fields {culuvated with
cereals or chickpeas), labelled with the numbers 29 to 33. ??}L south-castem fields (29 and
A1, all 1 all ca. Tha in size) had been ploughed to 2 depth of ca. 0.30m, approximately two

months prior to cur arvival in 2004, The other three felds, 30, 33 and 32 {suraming up also

1o 1ha in extension) had not been ploughed recently and displaved harvested bundies of

iy

Uz%am%% lzid fo dry on the earth itsell and thus somewhat ohscuning the surface of the

urvey of the year 2005 was planned to take place on the visible and practicable
surface of the felds and was completed only on half of the area (field 32 and 31}, so that

1

the site still remain 3o be investigated in the coming year.

The team benefiled in ZU05 from the expert archacological conduction of Dr. M.
Tt benefited 903 o i pert archacological duct for M
Luciant: the shorter 2006 campaign was devoted to the study of the abundant ceramic
materials from the previous vear. In 2007 the role of field direcior on behall of the Talan

c*mg}c% will be waken up by Chr. Gerber, who has worked in the Yozgat ares since

A high intensity surface survey was carried ocut at Yassihiiyitk in order to identify,
locatise and map the following aspecis:
(1) The overall micro-topography of the archaeological site, in order to localise rests

w»-

possible underlying features and siructures
(2) The surface contexts, 1.e. those diverse earth deposits/matrixes that are brought o
the surface by the action of the giauffﬁ in order fo differentiate among areas of the site.

{3y Clusiers of archaeclogical material, which, notwithstanding the shift due o the
action of the plough, shouid ‘r a general covrespondence with underlyimg deposiis.

These signiticant concenirations of archacclogical material furned out 10 be made both of
nottery but alse of different stone masonry parts, Kdentified clusters in fields 31 and 32 are
marked with letters from A to ] {see Tg. 3),

{4y A <>“€q}~;3mg??gféc resistomce survey  with & specifically  designed  protons
magnetometer for the identification of anomaslies pointing to buried struclures was carried
out on parts @f the site by Dr. Christian Hilbner of GGH Gbr Freiburg

I we superimpose the resulis of the geomagnetic analysis onto the plan of the mound,
the anomalics that have emerged from this survey and that may i}@ %niamésté—isﬁ as gtong
struchires assume particular significance: in the south-western periiy fehe mound, that

part of the site

O ?B%}’}Gﬁ{i to a town wall with a fortified gate and in zh@ centr

1 %

a éaz‘g;—z and commiex compound, possibly a public building. We have no information

e of this building as vet (fig. 4).

i we now m‘é%d superin ;w%c pur swface context map, we may observe a perfect
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In general it may be said that finds from the Hitlite period stem from the lower lying
areas of the mound o the NW, while those of Tron Age come from the higher parts to the
SE. The supposed lower city outside the Hidylik will be investigated in 2007

. A fragment of a Hittite cuneiform tablet and some Hittite period g}@i%ar}x ever i'f not
found i the vicinity of the large building, o :

of the tabler YH Z003/1 has vielded the
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present i some rioals, as b s witnessed for example by tet KUB X 78 + KLUIB XX 25 11

gt
T4 B ;-%g;;‘fa;fz;m‘;“ 15 & sacred Joows and o reciplent of offerings during
I fdo not know any attestation of 2 “festival of the lock” :
god’s name mentio z‘za:ai o %;‘}zuﬁ?éiﬁé & fepax’ it is composed

with the well known element -2
i

I8 ;;;ﬂf‘!f’ is documented 1 other Hittite texis'” In our mablet
t 15 the name of a “spring”, a “pool of warer”

ears in some texts of the fifwwy festival’ | in the sixth and tenth

ome rivers and so ings receive offerings’™. The spring

tarina is documented ;iESG éﬂ KUB XLil &6, 97 oiferimes, but
Hr the ooe ] S

i conoiusio ragment is composite.

P oy . . vy B A e : e . +1, a a3 ] N H
wornen {also becs of ihe mention of the of fhaﬁ old women” and of the

ALTIAS :"c‘:fh o Hattian and north-Anatclan tradition: on the contrary, the spring

. . 5

Patarina, mentioned in the same paragraph of the EZEN, /,,-87, scems o belong io

Hurro-Kizzowatnean tradition.
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{rehiaeological vestigations in ihe Region of Yozgar

road passes south of the Ortiek Tepe and along the northern slope of the Kale Tepe andt

prury
i

coes straight to the east to the valley of the Kunmdzil Deresi north of the village ¢

ik ?m sartlar, where two Bronze Age settlement were located. North and south of t
36 m the road climbs o E%m plateay of Yassihilylik and arrves there at 1

site of the ancient Haitite city,

N T b T R S T . T
he Kale 2 15 2 double racky massive of bmestone (about

and 124 nuzti%z to south) with steep slopes, On the western part of this rocky
AssIve, an %YE‘%E??C%BE»L Hittite fortress was found during the last day ol the campaign of
2006 on the 23th of August by Prof. Dr. Karl Strobel and Dr. Chr. Gerber, The site was not
known before. Only E E lagers know that there are "big stornes” and they had used them

for building the village in former times. During the first visit, hhs;,r&s were collected from

fo

v

the fields north of the Kale Teps and from the surface of the central pait Q{ the fortress, A
first mensurement was done by OPS and a sketch of site was drawn.

Along the northern side m‘ the rocky massive one can follow the fraces of a massive

circuit wall whose outer face as based on rock-cut beddings and the immer face is build with
| worked blocks (fig. 6). Most blocks of the outer face had crumbled down the slope

wall was about & m wide. The complex consists of a ce niral area of about 100/120 m

eatern side follows a tight slope where
¢ for aboul 100 wm. On the central
_ b x 80 m can be seen {fig. 7 i
for 5 facade of mud brick aow lost, The

west o east and 9071 {@ m nort

the complex of the upper Tortres
plateau the massive walls of a building
eastern side forms an impressive base-
sirnciure of the architecture and the building blocks are similar to the Great Temple or the
a‘;@z@@pé@:{@s of the upper city of Hattuda. In front of this facade, a terrace with an eastern
which ig exiending about 120 m to

Klocks and a doosstep of enormous

f”i

serrace watl is located, There fnilows the lowes

the east. The romams o
dirnensions.

Tg the south and to the we { slopes of the Kale Tepe descend to the valley

of the Done Deresi. The sit +f Kaletepe overlooks the whole ’ngé}fé o the

m,,é which can be followed also today 1

cast, south and west. [t controlisd

satellite pictures and leaves Hait ¢ WKing's Gate, gomyg first w0 ?:ézg south and

4

3 the east, From © h

then from Derbent ¢ e road 15 poing further (0 the east info

the basin of Alaca and the valley of Alaca {ayr and 1o the south, passing along

the Hunt ':';é%f of Giillilk Kale to 13 EEEC‘y of the Egrigrl leading fo S“yfgusa and the

T%‘;@ wi’zsﬁ,i'ﬁ architecture of the Kale Tepe is Hittite, The potiery, however, which was
coltected during the first visit, shows that the sife was also x,ugpuya , at least in parts during
the earfier Iron Age. Thug, we have here the same signs o ontinuity as in Yassthilyiik,

e meuntaim-foriress with a central

&
st
%
P
bt
ﬂc"'
e’
£
5
s
o
]
e
-
e
gt
i
s
s
i,
e
¢

A further aspect of t
rehitecture, terraces and rock-cut architecture, the first

tiding complex of é“{:;}é”iif«%m‘;‘éé i
example known until now, sre the ga;zmifds o he later Urartian mouniain foriresses.
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