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Yukan Anzaf Kalesi’nde Bulunan

Urartu Kral Il. Argisti’ye ait Civi Yazili Bronz Adak Kalkani
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Yukan Anzaf Kalesi, Urartu Kralligi'nin bagkenti Tugpa’nin
(Van Kalesi) 11 km kuzeydogusunda, bugiinkii Van-iran mo-
dern kara ve demiryolunun hemen yakiminda bulunmaktadir
(Harita). Kalenin 800 m kuzeyinde Menua’nin babas igpuini
(M.0. 826-810) tarafindan savunma amaciyla kurulmug Aga-
g1 Anzaf Kalesi yer almaktadir.

Yukan Anzaf Kalesi ise, Urartu Krali ispuini’nin oglu Me-
nua (M.0. 810-786) tarafindan kurulmustur. Tipki Asag An-
zaf Kalesi gibi, Yukan Anzaf Kalesi'nin de Urartu Krallig: dé-
nemindeki adim gimdilik bilemiyoruz. Kuruldugu tarihten
yikilisina kadar gegen 200 yillik bir siire boyunca kalenin igin-
de yapilan gesitli dénemlere ait yapilar, Urartu mimarisinin
gegirdigi gelisim evrelerini tiitm canlhilif ile yansitmaktadir.
Bugiine degin ortaya gikardifimiz ¢ok sayidaki bronz egya ve
silah tizerindeki ¢ivi yazisi, Urartu tahtinda hiikiim siiren ge-
gitli krallara aittir. Kurulugundan yikiligina kadar tiim Urartu
krallaninin envanterine ait oldugunu gésteren ¢ivi yazih bronz
esya ve silahlann bulunmug olmasi ézelligine, diger Urartu
kalelerinde rastlamlmamaktadir. Oyle anlagilmaktadir ki Yu-
kan Anzaf Kalesi, 11 km giineybatida yer alan bagkent Tugpa
kadar yonetimde s6z sahibi olmug bir bagka yénetsel merkezi
olugturmugtur.

Asag1 Anzaf Kalesi’'nden 10 kat daha biiyiik olan Yukan
Anzaf Kalesi, yaklagik olarak 60.000 m?lik bir alan iizerinde
yer almaktadir (Lev. 1). Deniz seviyesinden 1995 m yiiksekli-
ginde olan kale, Tiirkiye’nin ikinci yiiksek rakiml kazi1 alamini
olugturmaktadir. Yukan Anzaf Kalesi, Asagn Anzaf Kale-
si'nden farkli olarak ¢evresindeki verimli topraklarda yapilan
tanmdan elde edilen iriinlerin depolandif1 ¢ok énemli bir
Uretim merkezi olarak kurulmugtur. 1 km doguda bulunan ve
Kral Menua tarafindan yaptinlan kiigiik barajda birikdrilen su-
lar, tanmun baganh bir sekilde yapilmasinda énemli bir rol oy-
namigar. ilgingtir ki Yukan Anzaf Baraj1 gegirmis oldugu kii-
¢lik onanimlar ile giiniimiizde bile ¢aliymaktadir. Ciinkii bu ba-
rajda biriken sular olmaksizin, kuzey yéniine dogru uzanan
verimli topraklarda tanm yapmak olanaksizdir. Kalenin he-
men giineyinde bulunan ve cevresi kalin bir duvar ile gevrele-
nen Asag: Kent ise, 141.000 mlik bir alana yayilmaktadir. Bu-
glinkdi Deretistii (Anzaf) k6yii sinirlan iginde kalan ve kale ile
birlikte planlanarak yapilan Agag Kent, erken dénem Urartu
yerlegim merkezlerinin en énemli érneklerinden birini olug-
turmaktadir.

Yukan Anzaf Kalesi'ni ¢cevreleyen sur duvarlan, Asag An-
zaf Kalesi’nin duvarlaninda gérmedigimiz bir sekilde, kurtin-
bastiyon tekniginde yapilmigtir. Anitsal bir goriiniime sahip

145

olan sur duvarlan, erken donem Urartu kale duvarlannin en
giizel drneklerinden birini yansitmaktadir. Kale ve Asag Ken-
ti gevreleyen sur duvarlan ile tapinak, depo yapilan, saray ve
diger yapilarin temellerinde kullanilan milyonlarca metrekiip
kalker tag1, kalenin 300 m giineyinde bulunan “Beyaztag Te-
pe” tag ocag1 ve atlyesinden getirilmigtir. Yaptirmug oldugu-
muz ok sayidaki tag drneginin Petrografik ve Paleontolojik
analiz sonuglan, taglann Beyaztag Tepe kalker yataklarindan
elde edildigini kanitlamigtur. Beyaztag Tepe atdlyesinde 8-10
ton agirhigindaki biiyiik taglar ile yan is'endig: halde gesitli ne-
denlerden dolay1 taginamadan birakilan tonlarca agirliktaki
biiyiik taglar, sanki giiniimiizde terk edilmis bir atélyenin gé-
riinimiind yansitmaktadir.

Yukan Anzaf Kalesi ayn1 zamanda Urartu Kralligi'nin en
onemli kiilt merkezlerinden birini olugturmaktadir. Kralhgin
ulusal tanns1 Haldi adina yaptinlan en eski kare planlh tapinak,
Yukan Anzaf Kalesi’nde bulunmaktadir. Ayrica kalenin dogu-
su ve kuzeybatisindaki kayaliklanin diizeltilen kisimlanna, ge-
sitli bigimlere sahip arutsal kaya igaretleri yapilmigtir. Kayalik-
lara biiyiik bir 6zenle oyularak yapilan 22 igaret, kalenin kut-
salligin1 simgelemektedir. Kral Menua déneminde yaptinlan
kalelerin hig birinde, bu denli zengin ve anitsal kaya isareti gé-
riilmemektedir. Urartu bagkenti Tugpa ve Meher Kapisi'nin
yakininda bu kadar ¢ok anitsal kaya igaretinin bulunmadigin
goz Oniine alirsak, Yukan Anzaf Kalesi'nin énemh bir dinsel
merkez oldugu kolayca anlagilir. Ayrica tapinagin bausinda
Tann Haldi’'ye adanan egya ve silahlarin konuldugu kiigiik
odada bulunan adak kalkani iizerine betimlenen ve bugiine
degin benzerine rastlamlmayan Urartu Tannlan da, kalenin
kiilt merkezi oldugu konusunda bilgi vermektedir.

Blyuk Kule, Kuzey ve Giiney Kapilan
Antsal bir goriiniime sahip olan Kuzey ve Giiney Kapilan ile
bunlan koruyan Bilyiik Kule, kalenin giineybatt sur duvarlan
iizerinde yer almaktadir. Oldukga korunakli bir yere yapilan
her iki kap1 da, dogudan bat1 yoniine dogru esen sert riizgar-
lardan etkilenmemektedir. Kapilanin ikinci énemli &zelligi,
cepheden, yani bandan bakildig1 zaman kesinlikle gériilme-
mesidir. Boylece her iki kapiya da gizlilik 6zelligi kazandinl-
mugtir. Amitsal bir kule ile giiglendirilen her iki kapiya da, sa-
vunma yoniinden ¢ok bityiitk 6nem verildigi gériilmektedir.
D1g gériiniim ve tasanm yoniinden bu tiir hisar kapilanmn
benzerlerine gsimdiye kadar Urartu Krallifi'nin yayilim ala-
ninda rastlanilmamgur.

Cok biiyiik bir kaya kiitlesinin kuzeybat1 yiiziine, 11 x 8 m
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gineyde Assur Krallig1 M.O. 9. yiizyilin baglarindan itibaren
bronzdan yapilmis bu tiir kalkanlan kullamyordu. Gok biiyiik
bir olasihikla Urartu kalkanlan, Assur kalkanlarinin etkisiyle
gelismis olmalhdur,

Urartu ordusunda bronzdan yapilan kalkanlarn diginda,
aynca sogiit dallanindan ériilen bir kalkan tiirii daha kullanil-
maktaydi. Kenarlart digbiikey bir gériiniime sahip olan bu kal-
kanun i¢ kisminin deri ile kaph olup olmadigimi simdilik bile-
miyoruz. Bu kalkanin bir bagka ilging 6zelligi, 6n kisminda
bronzdan yapilmig konik bi¢imli 6n cikintinin (umbonun)
bulunmasidir. Bu ¢ikintilarin biri kalkanin ortasinda, diger iki
tanesi de yanlarda yer almaktadir. Bronzdan dévme teknigiile
yapilan konik bicimli cikintilar, kalkana biiyiik bir saglamhk
kazandirmaktadir. Umbolar, kenar genisligi tizerinde yer alan
delikler ile sogiit dallarindan yapilan kalkanin iizerine dikil-
mekteydi. Benzer bigimli konik ¢ikintilann ¢ok sayidaki érne-
g1, Karmir Blur kazilaninda s6giit dallanindan yapilan kalkanla-
nn tizerinde insitu olarak bulunmustur. S6giit dallan ciiriime-
sine kargin, bronzdan yapilan konik bicimli cikintilar Ozgiin
bicimi bozulmadan giiniimiize degin varhgin korumustur.

Dogu Anadolu Bélgesi’nde ise benzer bicimli bronz um-
bolar, Yoncatepe Kalesi akropolii kazilarinda ortaya ¢ikarl-
mustir. Farkh biiyiikliige sahip ¢ok sayida bronz umbonun ke-
nar genisligi tizerinde bulunan baglant deliklerinin de goster-
digi gibi, bunlar tipki Karmir Blur kalkanlarinda oldugu gibi,
soglit dallanindan yapilan kalkanlann ortasina veya kenarlan-
na dikilmistir. Ancak Yoncatepe Kalesi’nin tahribi sirasinda
akropolde ¢ikan yanginda, ségiit dallarindan yapilan kalkanla-
nn hemen hepsi yanarak tahrip olmustur.

Adak kalkanlaninin tizerindeki ¢ivi yazisi gibi, bronz um-
bolann bir kisminin gevre genisligi tizerinde de ¢ivi yazisinin
bulundugunu, Karmir Blur kazilarinda ortaya ¢ikanlan ve Kral
II. Sarduri'nin envanterine ait oldugunu bildiren tek satrhk
¢ivi yazis1 dogrulamaktadir. Ancak Karmir Blur'un diginda,
simdiye kadar ¢ivi yazili umbo bulunamamistir.

Uzerinde umbo gibi ikinalann bulundugu bu tiir kalkan-
larin en eski 6rnegi, Assur Kral I1. Assurnasirpal (M.0. 883-
859) déneminde bagkent Nimrud’daki (Kalhu) Sarayin ka-
bartmalarinda askerlerin tagidigr kalkanlarda gériilmektedir.
Ayrica I11. Salmanassar’mn M.0. 858 ve 855 yillaninda Urartu
Krah Aramu’nun baskenti Sugunia ve Arzagkun’a yapmus ol-
dugu yagma ve yikim seferini betimleyen iinlii Balawat Kap-
sr'nin tizerinde de, askerler benzer kalkanlan tagimaktadirlar.

Uzerinde ti¢ ikintimin oldugu bu tiir kalkanlanin Urartu
Kralligr'ndaen eski 6rnegi, Yukan Anzaf Kalesi’nde Tanr Hal-
di’ye ait tapinagin batisindaki koridorda ortaya ¢ikarilan bronz
kalkan pargasi tizerindeki ilging resim sahnelerinde gériilmek-
tedir. M.O. 9. yiizyilin son ceyreginde Urartu krallanindan is-

puini-Menua-inuspua dénemine tarihlenen bu kalkan pargasi
lzerinde, ilk kez Urartu tannlan gercekei bir yontemle kutsal
hayvan ve silahlaniyla birlikte betimlenmistir. Birbiri pesi sira
betimlenen bazi Urartu tannilan, ellerinde éniinde ti¢ cikintis
bulunan benzer kalkan tagimaktadur.

Bunun diginda bronzdan dévme teknigi ile yapilan Urartu
kalkanlarinin farkly biiyiikliikte olduklan saptanmigtir. Orne-
gin savaglarda kullamildig1 anlagilan kalkanlarin caplar ortala-
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ma 60 cm, tapinaklarda adak olarak sunulan kalkanlarin capla-
n da ortalama 80 cm ile 100 cm arasinda degismektedir. 60
c¢m ¢apinda olan bu tiir kalkanlarn en eski 6rnegi, Assur Krali
III. Salmanassar'in M.O. 858 ve 855 yillarinda Urartu Krah
Aramu’nun krali kenti Sugunia ve Arzaskun’a diizenledigi
yagma ve yikim seferini betimleyen {inlii Balawat Kapisi'nin
bronz levhalan iizerinde gérillmektedir. Ayrica bronzdan ya-
pilmig kemerler tizerindeki ilging resim sahnelerinde, savagcl
ve tannlanin elinde ortas: kabartk kalkanlar bulunmaktadir.
Ancak ilgingtir ki bugiine degin siirdiiriilen arkeolojik kazilar-
da benzer bicimli kiiciik kalkanlara rastlamilmamugtir,

Térenlerde kullanilan ve ézellikle tapinaklara adak olarak

sunulan kalkanlarin bir kismi sade olarak yapilirken, biyiik bir
kismu iizerine de boga ve aslan figiirleri yapilmistir, Urartu ka-
lelerindeki atélyelerde zanaatgilar tarafindan biiyiik bir 6zenle
dévme teknigi ile yapilan ve ortalama 1 m capinda olan adak
kalkanlar, yayvan konik bigimlidir. Tek parca bronz levhanin
déviilmesiyle yapilan bu tiir kalkanlar, arkasindaki tutamakla-
n ile birlikte 8.5-10 kg agirhigindadir. Kalkanin gorilinen 6n
yizi lizerine yatay cizgiler ¢izilmis ve bu cizgiler arasina si-
metrik olarak kalkanin merkezine dogru yiiriir durumda birer
sira aslan ve boga figiirleri yapilmugtir. Aslan ve boga figiirii-
niin erkek kaliplan, kor haline getirilmis bronz levhanin arka-
sindan vurulup kabartildiktan sonra, ince ve keskin uglu celik
kalemlerle 6n yiizde hayvanlanin ayrintilan islenmigtir. Cok
biiyiik bir beceri ve sabir isteyen bu tiir igleme teknigi, Urartu
zanaatkdrlanfun olaganiistii yeteneklerini yansitmaktadir. Bu
iki hayvandan bagka, diger hayvanlann kalkanlarin iizerine
yapilmamis olmas: oldukga ilgingtir. Bilindigi gibi aslan ulusal
Tann Haldi’nin kutsal hayvani, boga da Hava ve Firtina Tann-
s1 Teigeba'nin kutsal hayvaniydi. Dolayisiyla Tann Haldi ve
Teigeba'nin kutsal hayvanlarnyla bezenen kalkanlar, ayni za-
manda bu tannlann gizemli koruyucu giicleri ile de takviye
edilmekteydi.

Gerek sade olan, gerekse iizeri aslan ve boga figiirleriyle be-
zeli kalkanlarin tapinaklarin cephesine, avlu duvarlanna ve pa-
yelere asildigini, hem arkeolojik kazilarda ortaya ¢ikarilan kal-
kanlar, hem de Musasir/Ardini Tapinagr'ni betimleyen Korsa-
bad Kabartmas: géstermektedir. Kabartma tizerinde Haldi Ta-
pmagrmin 6n cephesi, orta kisminda aslan baglanmn ctktign
kalkanlar ile bezenmistir. Ortasinda aslan protomu olan bronz
kalkan, simdilik yalnizca Ayanis Kalesi'ndeki Haldi Tapina-
g'min kuzey cephesinde bulunmustur. Bronzdan dékiim tek-
nigi ile yapilan aslan bag, kalkanin ortasina sonradan pergin-
lenmigtir. En ince ayrintisina varincaya degin islenen aslan ba-
sinin gézleri, yart degerli taglardan yapilmagtir. Biiyiik bir baga-
nyla dékiilen aslan bag1, Urartu zanaatgilaninin olaganiistii ye-
teneklerini kanitlamaktadir. Aslinda orta kisminda hayvan ba-
s1olan bronz kalkanlar, M.0. 9. yiizyilin baglarindan beri Assur
Kralligi'min yani sira, Kuzey Suriye kent devletlerinden Karga-
mug, Zincirli ve Sak¢agézii kabartmalarinda da gériilmektedir.

Urartu Krallan tarafindan tapinaklara armagan olarak su-
nulan altin, glimiis ve 6zellikle bronzdan yapilmis kalkan sa-
yisimn ¢ok daha fazla oldugu anlagilmaktadir. Ornegin Assur
Krah II. Sargon’un M.0. 714 yilinda Urartu ve onun miitte-
fiklerine karg: diizenlemis oldugu tnli 8. seferinin sonunda

yagmalamug oldugu Mugasir/Ardini Tapinagi'ndan ele gecirdi-
gi altin, giimiis ve bronz kalkanlan su sekilde anlatmaktadir:

..Tapmak cellasinin saginda ve solunda duvara asili
olan ve giineg gibi parlayan 6 altin kalkan. Ortalannda
aslan bag1 bulunan 5 Talent ve 12 Mina (25 kilo) agirh-
gindaki bu kalkanlar kirmizi altindan yapilmigt...

...12 kalin giimiig kalkan...

..Glimiigten yapilmig sadak, kap ve silahlar ile birlikte
ele gecirilmis giimiig kalkanlar...25212 adet bronzdan
yapilmus agir ve hafif kalkan...

Yukarida s6zii edilen bu kalkanlarin gercekten saf altin ve gii-
miigten yapilip yapilmadiklarim simdilik bilemiyoruz. Ancak
Urartu Kralligi’'nda bircok térensel kiilt egyasi, alet, kadin taki-
s1 ve torensel silahin altin ve giimiigten kaplama olarak yapil-
mis oldugunu bilmekteyiz. Altin ve giimiigiin ¢cok degerli bir
metal olmasi ve az bulunmasindan dolay1, yukanda séziini
ettigimiz bronzdan yapilmg torensel egya ve silahlarn altin
ve glimiisten kaplama olarak yapildig: sanilmaktadir. Hatta
bronzdan yapilan ¢egitli térensel ve adak egyalan ile silahlar
kalaylanarak, sanki giimiigten yapilmig sezisi uyandinthiyordu.
Ornegin Toprakkale, Yukan Anzaf Kalesi ve Ayanis Kalesi ka-
zilarindan ortaya c¢ikanlan ¢ok sayidaki resimli ve resimsiz
kalkanin kalaylanarak tapinak cephesine ve avlusuna asilmasi,
bunlann glimiisten yapilmig oldugu sezisini uyandinyordu.
flgingtir ki térensel egya ve silahlanin kalaylanarak giimiig sezi-
sinin uyandirilmasi ve yaldizlanarak sanki altnmig izlenimi-
nin uyandinlmas: gelenegi, daha sonra Bizans ve Osmanli
Devleti déneminde de devam etmisgtir.

Ne yazik ki Urartu Kralhg'nin M.O. 7. yiizyilin sonunda
iskitler tarafindan yrikilmasindan sonra, Dogu Anadolu Bélge-
si’nin en geligmis bronz atélyeleri de yerle bir edilmistir. Bu
yiizden diger bronz egya, alet ve silahlar gibi, kalkanlar da artik
iiretilmemeye baglanmigtir. Ornegin Herodotos Pers Krali
Xerxes’in Yunanistan seferine katilan Dogu Anadolu Bolge-
si'nde yasayan topluluklarin silah donanimlarim anlatirken,
askerlerin artik bronzdan yapilmis kalkanlar tasidigindan séz
etmemektedir. Bundan sonra savaglarda kullanilan kalkanlar
daha ¢ok s1g1r ve manda derisinden yapilmaya baglanmgtar.

URARTIAN KING ARGISHTY’S () BRONZE VOTIVE
SHIELD WITH CUNEIFORM INSCRIPTION FROM UPPER
ANZAF FORTRESS

The Anzaf Fortresses consist of two fortresses, namely the
Upper and Lower ones. The Anzaf Lower Fortress lies 11 km
north-east of Tu¥pa (Van Fortress), the capital of the Urartian
Kingdom, and close to the modern Van-Iran railway and main
road (Map). The Lower Anzaf Fortress was built during the
reign of Urartian king I3puini (ca. 830-810 B.C.).

Upper Anzaf Fortress, some 900 km to the south of Lower
Anzaf Fortress, was built by Menua, son of the Urartian king
I$puini (ca. 810-786 B.C.). As with Lower Anzaf,we do not
know the Urartian name of the Upper Anzaf Fortress. Upper
Anzafis ten times larger than Lower Anzaf, coveringan area of
60.000 m? (Fig. 1). At 1995 m above sea level, Upper Anzaf is
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the highest site in Turkey. In contrast to Lower Anzaf, Upper
Anzaf was built as an important centre for the storage of
agricultural products from the surrounding fertile
lands. Water collected in the small dam 1 km to the east, built
by King Menua, played a significant role in agriculture.
Amazingly, with minor alterations this dam still in use today,
aiding cultivation of the fertile land lying to the North. The
lower city, lying to the south of the fortress, covers an area of
141.000 m?, Surrounded by the thick walls, the lower city
was established within the borders of modern village of
Dereiistii (formerly Anzaf). The lower city, one of the best
examples of early Urartian settlements, was planned and built
at the same time as the fortress.

Unlike Lower Anzaf, the walls surrounding Upper Anzaf
Fortress have external buttresses and towers. The buttresses
and bastions are of different sizes; the width of the towers
varies between 4,5-6 m and the length of the buttresses
ranges between 10-12,70 m the monumental fortress walls
are among the best early Urartian examples.The tons of
limestone used in building the fortress, the walls surrounding
the lower city and the temple, storage buildings, palace and
the other buildings were brought from the Beyaztastepe
quarry, some 300 m to the south of the fortress as proved by
petrographic and paleontological analyses of a number of
stone samples. Massive stones, weighing 8-10 tons, and
partially worked huge stones left in the quarry, give the
impression of an abandoned workshop.

The earliest known square-planned temple dedicated to
Haldji, the national god of the Urartian Kingdom, was built in
the Upper Anzaf Fortress. Also, 22 different monumental
rock carvings were hewn in rock-cut surfaces at the eastern
and north-western parts of the fortress, symbolising the
sanctity of the fortress. None of the other fortress built in the
reign of King Menua have such variety of monumental rock-
cut signs. If we keep in mind the small number of
monumental rock carvings at Tu3pa, the Urartian capital, and
in the area around Mehter Kapisi, we can easily understand
that the Upper Anzaf Fortress was an important cultic centre.
In addition, the unique depiction of Urartian deities on the
dedicated shield from the room on the west side of the temple,
in which objects and weapons dedicated to the God Haldi
were found, confirm that the fortress was a cult centre.

Upper Anzaf Fortress displays all stages of development in
Urartian architecture, the buildings within the fortress being
constructed at different periods during the 200 years that
elapsed between its establishment and its collapse. The
eastern gate of the lower city, the storage buildings attached to
the western fortress walls, the northern and southern gates of
the fortress with the High Tower protecting them and the
temple with its courtyard were discovered in the excavations
which have continued since 1991.

The North and South Gates and the High Tower protecting
them are located at the south- western corner of the fortress.
The gates are built in the lee of the hill anda re not effected by
the easterly storms. A second important feature of the gates is
that they can not be seen from the front, i.e. from the west,
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anda re thus partially hidden. Both gates are protected by a
monumantel tower, indicating the importance attached to
defence. No gates of similar appearance and design are known
in the Urartian Kingdom.

A suqare tower, measuring 11 x 8 m, was built on the
north-western side of a huge mass of rock, the eastern side of
which is incorporated in the structure (Fig. 2). We called this
massive structure, built of large and carefully worked
limestone blocks, the High Tower. The shapes and finish of
the blocks used in the High Tower are similar to those of the
walls in Alaca Hoyiik, the Hittite capital of Hattuga
(Bogazkale), and Gavurkalesi. The monumental and
impressive High Tower stands ca. 7 m above ground level. The
original height, however, would have been greater. We do not
yet know whet the top of the tower was like, but it can be
assumed that there were mud-brick rooms built for
watchmen. This interesting tower is the earliest of the towers
protecting Urartian fortress gates currently known.

The southtern part of the High Tower, beyond the
triangular forecourt which gives Access to the South Gate, is
adjoint by the high south-western section of the fortress wall.
The width of the High Tower, 4 m from the south-western
corner to the city wall on the east, decreases to 2,30 m on the
western side of the bedrock which itself projects 6 m to the
east. Thus one end of the forecourt beyond the southern gate
was restricted to give it a triangular form Access to the
southern gate was by a flight of five steps from the triangular
forecourt. These five steps gave a monumental appearance to
the South Gate. One would expect to see a gate after the fifth
step; instead, however, one sees a blank wall on the east. The
topmost step is 59 cm high, at angle of 45°. Because the South
Gate has been badly damaged its exact width is unknown. The
South Gate is reached via an inverted U-shaped path from the
lower city, which is not suitable for the passage of animals and
vehicles. Beyond the forecourt the path proceeds in a south-
easterly direction to the temple complex.

The North Gate, more monumental in apperance than the
South Gate, lies immediately west of the High tower (Fig. 3).
The east wing of the North Gate, 2 m wide and 3,40 m high,
was an integral part of the High Tower to the west. The small
courtyard in front of the northern gate provided strong
defence. This type of small courtyard was a prototype for
later, developed Urartian tower gates with large courtyards.
The rectangular eastern wing wall of the gate stands 2,30 m
above ground level and has a rather scrappy apperance. A
sandstone stretcher in the Gates eastern wing wall bonds it

weth the mud-brick wall. The rectangular western wing wall,
2 m thick, is 3,80 m west of the eastern wing and is bonded
with south-west stretch of the fortress wall where the latter
makes a sharp turn to the east. The impressive enterece was 2
m deep and 3,40 m wide. The surface of the gate passage was
neatly paved with small stones. The northern gate leads to the
store rooms, workshop and other buildings within the
fortress (Fig. 4).

During repairs made in the 7th century B.C., the width of
the North Gate was reduced from 3,80 m to 1,60 m by the
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building of a 60 cm wide wall in front of the eastern wing and
a 1,60 m wide wall in front of the western wing (Fig. 5). The
3,8 m wide doorway, originally with two doors, was thus
reduced to width of 1,60 m with a single door. We do not yet
know why the northern gate, whicw was a strong feature of
the defences, was narrowed. It has, however, been realised
that many architectural structures in the fortress underwenta
large number of changes because of a severe earthquake in the
region in the 7th century B.C. These architectural changes can
be seen in most buildings. For instance, a north-south terrace
wall. 39 m long and 2 m high, was built between the northern
gate courtyard and the storage buildings. The size of the High
Tower was altered by the building of a wall, 1,80 m thick, on
the north-western side. The fortress was destroyed by
Scythian attecks in the late 7th century B.C., as shown by the
intense burning of the gate itself and c. 70-80 cm thick ash and
charcoal layer on the flor of the internal courtyard to the
north. Tha atteckers did not, however, break through the gate
whicw was designed as a short defensive that trap. The
intensity of the fire in the fortress and the Gates was so great
that the limestone blocks exploded and the mud-brick walls
were fired red.

During the Scythian attacks the inhabitants of the lower
city, together with their animals and belongings, took shelter
inside thi fortress. Frightened by the fire, the animals flocked
into the northern gate where, since the gate was closed, they
all died because of the smoke. Sixty percent of the animal
skeletons were reduced to ash and charcoal and were smashed
under tons of mud-brick blocks when the High Tower collaps
to the west. The bones were scattered over an extensive area,
which is why we were not able to recover a complete animal
skeleton. However from the jawbones we counted 81 jaws of
cattle and 452 jaws of sheep and goat. In addition, the
skeletons of 1 dog and 1 hare were found. Zoologist Dog. Dr.
V. Onar continues to analyse on the skeletons. A detaied
analysis will reveal the faund of the Van region in the first half
of first millennium B.C.

There is a single-line cuneiform inscriptions running
along the side of the shield (Fig. 6-7). Finely incised, the
inscription was bordered by two lines at the top and bottom It
reads:

“Arghisthi, son of Rusa, the powerful king, the master
of Tushpa, presented this shield to God Haldi, the
powerful for his life”.

As the inscription the implies the shield was presented to
Haldi by the Uratian king Arghisti (ca. 714-765), son of Rusa.
this valuable inscriptionis the most important written source
in the Van region until Rusa II’s reign (ca. 685-645 B.C.) along
with thuse on the bronze quiver of Arghisti iI, some other
bronze artifacts and the building inscription, which is now
preserved in the walls of the Anzaf houses there is nota single
inscription belonging to the period between the reigns of
Sardurill (ca. 764-735 B.C.) and Rusa I and Arghisti II, a span
of 50 years. Thus, these inscriptions fill an important gap in

Urartian history and provide a solution for speculations. The
summary of these speculations is as follows.

In 743 B.C. the Assyrianking Tiglathpileser 111 defeated
Sarduri Il in Commagene. Eight years after the war, the
Assyrian king led a campaign to Tushpa, without
encountering any serious resistance of the war Tiglathpileser
III says:

..limprisoned him in his own city, Tushpa, and I killed
many of his warriors at the front of the city gate...

Following the campaign, Rusa succeeded the throne. This war
clearly showed that Tushpa had an inconvenient location, and
the foundation of a new center in the plain seemed inevitable.
Construction of a new capital began on the south slopes of the
high Zimzim rocks, 7 km northeast of Tushpa and was
completed during the reign of Rusa II. Since there is no
inscription at Tushpa dating to after Sarduri II’s reign, some
linguists claim the existence of another capital. However, the
agent reports sent to Sargon II. tell that Rusa I stayed in
Tushpa due to the revolts stimulated by his commanders.
Sargon II defeated the Uratian army during his famous Eight
Campaign against Urartu in 714 B.C. Following the war, he
sacked the Musasir/Ardini temple and palace, which were
then in the Urartian control, and levied more than 2 tons of
gold, 10 tons of silver and 109 tons of bronze goods and

Dipnotlar ,
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weapons. Rusa I commited suicide when he heard that temple
had been sacked and the statue of Haldi had been taken to
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Urartu, which is a junction point between the rich ore beds
and important trade routes. We know that the fortress was
built during Argishti II’s reign, thanks to an inscription
written on a two-piece bronze plaque. Because we do not have
any inscription belonging to Rusa I, nor to his son Argishti II,
neither at Van Fortress nor at the Van region, some linguists
put forward that Arzaskun, to the southeast of Lake Van (the
exact location of which is still uncertain ), could have been
used as a royal center again during this period. The bronze
shield of Argishti II with cuneiform inscription, the quiver
inscriptions on bronze fragments and the building inscription
found in the Upper Anzaf Fortress give a definite answer to
these speculations. With its favourable defensive
characteristics the Upper Anzaf Fortress, 11 km northeast of
Van plain, must have been used as a royal centre during this
dark period. As we mentioned before, there is no site greater
than the Upper Anzaf Fortress and closer to Tushpa in the Van
region. New records to be found in the excavations will
strengthen our view.
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Lev. 7: Civi yazili bronz kalkanin arka kismu.

Res. 2: Pargalara aynlan ¢ivi yazili bronz kalkan.

Res. 4: Onanlan ¢ivi yazil bronz kalkan.

Res. 3: Van Bélgesi Tarih ve Arkeoloji Aragirma Merkezi Laboratuvar’inda
kalkanin onanmu.
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