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Introduction
The genesis of this book dates back to June 1978, when late Dasturji Dr. Hormazdyar
Kayoji Mirza gave us a small handwritten file containing the essence of Avestan
Grammar, in our very first Avestan class, and asked us to copy it in our own hands. This
book is a gradual development from that file and a result of the experience and
understanding gathered during the 20 years of teaching the Avestan language.

This book has been prepared in the format of ‘Teach Yourself” bookS. Each Chapter is
divided into lessons which can be considered a unit. Extensive exercises have been
provided at the end of each chapter along with the keys to most of the exercises at the
end, with the view that a student may be able to learn the language without much help
from a tutor. However, the reader may find this book different from other ‘Teach
Yourself” books, because Avesta is exclusively a language of the scriptures and is not
used as a language for communications.

This book is specifically meant for beginners who want to have a basic knowledge of the
language and understand the basic Avestan scriptures. It is not meant for scholars or those
who want to pursue higher studies in this language. Grammatical rules have been
simplified. Wherever there are more than one options, only the most frequently used
option has been included. Those who want to study the grammar in greater detail may
refer to other books and study materials like “A Practical Grammar of the Avesta
language” by Kavasji Edalji Kanga (Bombay, 1891), “An Avesta Grammar in comparison
with Sanskrit” by A.V.Williams Jackson (Stuttgart, 1892) and “Avestan Language III.
The Grammar of Avestan” by Karl Hoffmann in Encyclopaedia Iranica III.

This book has been under preparation since the past five years. It was and is being used as
a sourcebook cum workbook for teaching Avesta script and grammar to beginners at Sir
Jamshedjee Jeebhoy Zarthoshtee and Mullan Feroze Madressas. Modifications were
incorporated into the book taking into account the views and suggestions from students.
Model Question papers are also provided at the end for those want to evaluate themselves
midway and at the completion of the course.

In this book, footnotes have been used with a very specific purpose. Most footnotes gives
information which is not basic to learning the language and without which the student can
do in the initial stage of learning the language. This information may be useful at a later
stage. Footnotes also provide alternative and many a times modern versions of
grammatical terminologies.

I hope that this book will fill a much felt void and enable people to learn the Avestan
script, grammar and language.

Ramiyar Parvez Karanjia
Dadar, Mumbai.
June 2005.



[. THE AVESTAN ALPHABET

1. A brief account of the Avestan texts

Zoroastrians regularly come in touch with their Avestan texts, when they recite them as
daily prayers or when priests pray them in rituals and ceremonies. These texts were
handed down by oral tradition from generation to generation since very ancient times.
They were composed in absolute prehistory when the art of reading and writing had not
yet been adequately developed.

The Iranian historical traditions regarding the ancient Zoroastrian scriptures and
transmission of the Avesta texts, are recorded in the Deénkard. On the basis of this
account, we can formulate a succinct account of the transmission of Avestan texts.

According to the Déenkard there were two copies of the Avesta during the Achaemenian
times. After Alexander’s invasion and conquest of Iran in 330 B.C., the Avestan texts
greatly damaged. The Parthian Emperor Vologases (Valkhash) I (51-77 A.C.) ordered
the collection of the scattered fragments of the Avesta. However, it seems that the
attempt was not successful.

Thereafter Sasanian Emperor Artakhshir Papakan (226-241 A.C.), instructed Dastur
Tansar to collect the Avestan texts and prepare a standard edition. This work was
completed under the guidance of Dastur Adarbad Marespand during the reign of Emperor
Shapur II (309-379). The Avestan texts were re-gathered in 21 Volumes called Nasks.

The Avestan texts suffered destruction once again when the Arabs invaded and
conquered Iran in 641 A. C. Out of 21 Avesta Nasks, 20 Nasks were in existence till the
9th century. A summary of 19 Nasks, based on their Pahlavi translations, is found in the
VIII and IX books of the Dénkard. After the 9th century, most of the Avestan Nasks and
their Pahlavi translations have been irretrievably lost.

The Extant Avestan texts

The Avestan texts, as they exist at present, consist of compositions by prophet
Zarathushtra and his immediate disciples. They may be divided as follows:

(1) The Yasna (including the Gathas), (2) The Visparad, (3) The Vidévdad (Vandidad),
(4) ,The Khordeh Avesta (including the Yashts) (5) Fragments of some lost Nasks.'

Origin of the Avestan script

Avesta is the oldest Iranian language in existence. It pre-dates the times of prophet
Zarathushtra. Though the Avestan language is very ancient, it had no script of its own as
it was orally transmitted from generation to generation.’

Though attempts were made to commit Avestan texts into writing during the Arshkanian /
Parthian times (250BC-226 AC), it was not till the middle of the Sasanian period that the
script was formulated. The Avestan script that we use today was developed either in the
5™ century A.C. during the reign of the Sasanian king Cosroes II (Khushru Purviz), or in

! Fragments have been preserved in the commentaries given in Pahlavi translations, colophons of
manuscripts, Avesta-Pahlavi Frahang and other Pahlavi works.

? According to tradition preserved in the Arda Wira; Namag, Dénkard and other Pahlavi texts, prophet
Zarathushtra had the scriptures committed to some form of writing on cow-hides, which were then
deposited in the Royal Archives.
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the 4™ century during the reign of Shapur II (309-379 A.C.). This script is also known as
the Din Dabireh “the script for religious (purposes)”

Indian and Iranian Styles

There is a slight variance in the way some of the letters of the Avestan script were written
by scribes in Iran and India. The Iranian scribes wrote in a more ornamental way. Their
letters had a greater flourish and a curve at the end. The Indian scribes preferred to keep
the letters simple using straight strokes. In this book the Iranian style has been used.

Special features of the Avestan script

1) Letters of the Avestan alphabet are written from right to left.

2) The direction of writing for each letter and their relative positions should be noted.

3) Often, more than one letter represent a certain sound. The use of such letters depends
on their placements in the word.

4) Each Avesta letter has been given an equivalent for purposes of transcription. Most of
these are from the English alphabet, but some are from Greek alphabet, and some are
special characters. By and large the system of Hoffmann has been adopted.

5) Every complete Avesta word is followed with a dot (which looks like a ‘full stop’ of
the English). This dot is called a word-separator.

6) Three dots -+ (which look like the abbreviation for ‘because’ in English).are used to

indicate the end of a sentence or a paragraph. Sometimes three small circles used in the
same way, also indicate the end of a paragraph.



2. The Alphabets (1)

Avesta letter (Iranian style) Transcription Pronunciation

a a - as in across
—_ ) —
a a - as in father
—_ A —
1 i—asinit
_ ) —
1 1 - as in feet
_Tl_
: u U - as in put
u 00 - as in shoot
_ﬁ_
5 k k—asinl_dte

—()‘— X kh - asin Khan

: X’ kh - as in khyal
— t;)_
2 X’ khv - as in khvab
_'JJ_
- as in girl
— v— g g g
1 gh - as in Ghana

The consonants in Avestan script, do not have vowel sounds inherent in them, and hence

cannot stand by themselves. A consonant always needs to be followed by a vowel to
depict a full sound. Thus:

Tt is used before the letter » ‘y’.

21t is a combination of two Pahlavi letters ‘x’ and ‘v’
3 This sign is similar to the Greek letter gamma.



29 ka )9 ki )9 ku
49 ka 9 ki ) ka

Exercise:
1. Practice the following:

2 7 “ 5]

SN G

2. Write the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:
ga ya Xi

ga va xa

ou ki ki



3. The Alphabets (2)

Avesta letter Transcription Pronunciation
o~ O O - as in more
> 0 O -asin go
C a - as in made
_’-U_
" ! € ay -as in way
2 t f -asin ten
—po—
3 I { -as in put

_6_ (8 th - asin bath

d - as in day
-
_ﬁ]_ O dh - as in adhere
p P - as in pan

_03_ f f-asin fan

b b -asin bat

Exercise:

"' Tt is used as final vowel in Gathas and in the diphthong combination o ‘ag’.

21t is used at the beginning and middle of words.
* It is used at the end of words or when followed by ¢ k’ or ‘b’

* This sign is similar to the Greek letter theta.
> This sign is similar to the Greek letter delta.



1. Practice the following:

>0

h =B D
¥ H P

2.Write the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:

de at bo pat
dae ta bao paé

10
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4. The Alphabets (3)

Avesta letter Transcription Pronunciation
, ! 9’ € - as inred
3 7] € - as inred
J— § J—
\ 4 PI, €T€ - as in beret
C ch -as in chair
_'.J_
P ] ] -as in jam
’ n N - as in nut
" > n N as in grunt
4 m m - as in man
U Nng - as in song

)}
S,

Nng -asin playing
_\_ r I' -as in run

h h-asinhen
_Q}J_

" Generally replaces . ‘a’ when followed by final ¢‘m’ and | ‘n’. It is also used as the final vowel after

[P}

r.

% This sign is similar to an inverted ‘e’.

* It is generally used as final vowel, especially in Gathas

* This cluster of three letters, is treated as one sound in Avesta.

* Used instead of | ‘n” when followed by a guttural or dental consonant.

¢ Tt generally follows an ‘i’ (5)



Avesta letter Transcription Pronunciation

1 AW W - as in water
—_ Qlj —_

Exercise:
1. Practice the following:

¢ pov
wy P
o 3

2. Transcribe the following into Avestan script. Speak as you write:
borat dadat ahuro
avra mananh ahi

12

3. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:

49 Ao1o i

.)JJJ-@Q)J_U .On_u-@ﬂ .J\)_UQ)

!'Tt generally follows l ‘9and 0.
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5. The Alphabets (4)

Avesta letter Transcription Pronunciation
o
da OW - as in cow
_E_‘IJJ_
d an -as in France
_)(V_
\) S - as in sit
J— D J—
! AY sh - as in harsh

[\
o%<

sh -asin ashame

w
cﬁ<\

sh -as in Shyam
_f_ Z Z -as in zebra

zh -asin azure

N

A .
L Yy Y -asin lawyer
> Y -asin year
LY
6 A% V - as in save
_ ] A V -as in yerse

"It is used at the end of words and also when followed by . ‘¢’ and o ‘t”.

2Tt is used in the beginning and within a word.
3Tt is used in the beginning and within a word, only before the letter » ‘y’.

*It is used only in the middle of words. Hence it is known as medial ‘y’.
> Tt is used only in the beginning of words. Hence it is known as initial ‘y’.
®1t is used only in the middle of words. Hence it is known as medial ‘v’.
71t is used only in the beginning of words. Hence it is known as initial ‘v’.
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Self study:

1. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:
POV AHoHPY LD S v

"‘-eEEQJJ .)_LU)OJU)Q}JJJO S 50 .eJJ))Q}J

asom vohii vahistom astt

usta astt usta ahmdi

hyat asai vahistai asam.

2. Transcribe the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:
yadad ahii vairyd add ratus asat cit haca,

vaphaus dazda manaygho syaoSanangm ayhous mazdai,
x§aOromca ahurdi a yim dragubyo dadat vastaram.

) i A O)LUZE IR S ) gy g 9 ~O5U3-20)
..-,.(75\_;“,01)_;“(') o199 }3)(\;&3 APy A sawygp wp-@g\é_u@é-

Exercise:
1. Practice the following:

s_uu)(“l)“t)
EV f W
YO

»r Y

2. Give the transcriptions of the following letters in Roman script.

PO y20) X O
US & 39, "y
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3. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:

aﬂﬁ .-ﬁQ)JmQ}. .tg;o)_u»_u-ﬁ _Li()f_u-ﬁ L) -629
.JJJ'JD.IJO)J;JJ'_LJ«e _UJ'JD_LJ\é_Lu (S"‘”'@Of"“'@“é .-(7;»,.1)
.JJJ\)Q}J_.IJ JJJ'O-‘()BJJ\& -(75@_1.1 .JUJ_UJ'é'b_u»’AU FSTUNTY
A Syl g) sy oy S o

4. Transcribe the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:

k3 varaOram ja Owa poi sapha yoi hanti

cittra moi dgm ahumbis ratam cizdr

at hoi vohii srao$o jantii manayha

mazda ahmdi yahmdai vasi kahmaicit.
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6. Phonetic divisions of the Alphabets

The Avesta alphabet has 50 characters, divided into two groups - 15 Vowels and 35
Consonants. These letters are divided into various phonetic divisions as under :

15 VOWELS
Simple Vowels:

Short Long
Gutteral  ,, g wd
Palatal 5 1 " 7
Labial ) u K l/_l

Cerebral 2\ : o212

Diphthongs:

Diphthong is a vowel, the sound of which is a originally a combination of the sound of
two simple vowels.

Short Long

roe @e_

¢ 2 §9
S0 SO0

Special Vowels:

g d o ¢
35 CONSONANTS
Unaspirant Aspirant Unaspirant =~ Aspirant

Gutteral 9 k 6‘ x/ (:‘x o g ?’] %
Palatal p C _ - & ] - -
Dental
Labial v P O} f L b - -
Nasal . ,

asa | Ny IS nse 4 M, 3 Ny y ¥t
S'b'l t [ ] V. V. V/. [ ]

ibilan 3y S5 w4y S5 EQS’ ¥y S5 fZ9QDZ
S '- 1 L‘ ‘d L] L] L] [ ]

emi-vowel or Liquid NEEETINE y V3 Q V3 \ r
Aspiration

p » h
Bi-labial



Ligatures S'/l‘; " X

Exercise:
1. Give the transcripts and phonetic divisions of the following letters:
Av. letter Transcript Phonetic division

“58@&30&3?8(’@@

2. Give the consonants of the following phonetic groups:
Phonetic Consonants

Group

Dental

Sibilant

Palatal

Semi-Vowel

17
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7. Rules for placement of letters

X is used before the letter » ‘y’. Eg: ")»&’ﬂ “country”

t is used at the beginning and in middle of words. Eg: Ao “body”

. {2 I isused at the end of words or when followed by 5 K or ‘b’. Egs: ..LO\_IJ_UJ

“then” ; ._uw@_u%i “teaching”.

—— 2 generally replaces w ‘a’ when followed by final + ‘m’ and | ‘n’. Eg:

..-es\)OJJJJ =4+ _u\)oy_u “body.”
It is also used as the final vowel after’) ‘r’. Eg: ..5\ ) “O Creator”

_§_9_ is generally used as final vowel, especially in Gathas. Eg: §‘(7 “my”.

Il is used instead of | ‘n’ when followed by a guttural or dental consonant.

Egs: .._u\(u 2 “evil” ; 8 Ly “how many ?”

/

_'U_U generally follows an » ‘1’. Eg: U1 “country”

s — W generally follows [ ‘6’ and 6 “9. Eg: ._u»QUé_u\ “timely”.

. § is used at the end of words and when followed by p ‘c’and )o ‘t’.

Egs: .._u;o-'U)Q}J_uQ “best” ; .—l())\)_lJ(\J “the mountain”.
S is used only within a word. Eg: S=0) “dawn”.

_§ is used within a word, and only before the letter » ‘y’. Eg: . gy “blessed”.

b Y is used only in the middle of words. Hence it is known as medial ‘y’.

Y is used only in the beginning of words. Hence it is known as initial ‘y’.

__V isused only in the middle of words. Hence it is known as medial ‘v’.

. (,) __Visused only in the beginning of words. Hence it is known as initial ‘v’.



Self study:
Correct the following spellings:
Incorrect Correct Incorrect
..)J)&-'i[) .)))lfﬂ )OJJ;)i[)
Exercise:
1. Correct the spellings:
._Lué_u» .-{72—10_1.:
NI

JOLPQY

19

Correct

YIRS
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II. SANDHI

In Avesta, nouns, adjectives, participles and other parts of speech are formed by adding
certain suffixes to roots. Such nouns and adjectives are refrred to as crude forms.
Terminations have to be added to them before they can be used in a sentence. In the
process of adding these terminations and suffixes, two letters of different words come
into contact, and as per certain rules either one or both of them undergo a change. This
change is known as Euphony or Sandhi. Thus, Sandhi is a combination of two or more
vowels or consonants resulting in a changed form.'

Depending on the letters coming in contact, there are primarily two types of Sandhi:
1) Vowel Sandhi, in which both the letters are vowels.

2) Consonantal Sandhi, in which both the letters are consonants.

When one of the letters is a vowel and the other a consonant, no change takes place.

1. Vowel Sandhi

There are four types of Vowel Sandhi :
A. DIRGHA SANDHI,
B. GUNA SANDHI,
C. VRADDHI SANDHI
D. ANTARGATA SANDHL

A. DIRGHA SANDHI is a combination of two similar simple vowels resulting in a long
vowel:

aw— o T o )(u(—)(u+_1_u’)(_)+)

w— T oaw 2 5 T D )y T
we e T g T ey T

Examples:
“driving away” _.IJ’JJ[JJJQ” «— _.u’_.uf_u‘F () 2

“having healthy horses” ""’Q)Dﬂﬁ‘j — wypw + _.uﬂ’
“we gave” -”ﬁﬁéi‘)’! — wgaw T _Luéiay'

“a field” .)'_LU/\JJ’J(_ STBTY + JJ\JJ’J

“atree” '(7,&"“(,,) “— '(7& + _IJJ’_U(’)
“Ipoured down” y)p) < o)zt 2
“good word” '“70&"20}" — _xJ;o&Jz + )0

" However, in exceptional cases, the rules of vowel Sandhi, do not apply. This is called Pragrihya. Eg:
e “then, thereupon.”

2 The underlined letters indicate the letters involved in Sandhi and their result.
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B. GUNA SANDHTI is the combination of two dissimilar vowels, the first one of which is
- and the second is one of the simple vowels:

@_u(— .IJ/J +
S — ,)/) +
Vo= e T

Examples:

“neither, not here” _u??g_u’ «— )2 + )

“Hadokht (Nask)”' .o ’b_ua_uojx «— -“708)"2 + _ua_uoy

“to go towards” E «— ESE +

C VRADDHI SANDHTI: It is the combination of two dissimilar vowels of which, the first
one is uw :

Ja .IJ/) + w EWTVIR @_u +_u/_u.1
) 9/) + ) S +_.IJ/JJJ

V= e T o

Examples:

“for Mazda” )_u—x’[_.u-@ <«— gg_u + _L:c)f_.u-e
“for Ahura” )JJJ\)O}JJJ <« gg_u + _JJ\)QJJ_U

“comes towards” pyrosas € )02 T i

D. ANTARGATA SANDHI is the combination of two dissimilar vowels, resulting in a
consonant. Only the first vowel undergoes a change. The second vowel remains constant:

JJ)J(—_u+) JJJJ)(_JJJ+) )»(—)+)

wy — w T sy — aw T e > 1

W) — w T w) — o T Ny T

TS ey e N o T
S

_u.n»_u(—_uJ"i"b_u U < +rQ.u _u»_u(—_u.n"i'@_u

"1t is a Proper Noun, name of one of the 21 Nasks (Volumes) of ancient Avestan scriptures. Literally the
word means “accompanied by the word”.



Examples:

“speaking thus” _u,_u&/b_u»)o)) <« _u,_u& w Tt 2)03)

“opposing” _.LJ/\JJJ)))O)_.LJQJ «— _.IJ/\JJJ+ 2)0310()

“Spityura” (King Jamshed’s brother) JJ\&)O)QJD <« _11\2 + 2)030)))

“for the holy (lady)” )_Lu»i'b_utg_u «— Lau T )"b_u@_u

“from the body” o210 «— in'”'o

“greatly beloved” -“IO-H\OjﬂQ}‘ «— J.J)Of\éizw-l
“meanness”  3))yaug < ill)‘”9

“time” w\f — T+ M

“with the cow/bull” wy v «— w+ Sy

“of the cows/bulls” 4(7&_11(\) «— -ﬁ& + 'b_U(u

“pain, affliction” JJE_”_G} < oo + E_HE

Exercise:

1. Fill in the blanks :

“indeed, surely” «— 8) + if

“speaking in accordance” — 706')_+?J'”

“gone near” — o + )
“and the women” — _u'.J)_)_u_-i-)\)_uJ,
“for the world” — g T
“to be old” “ Mf
“silvern” — wp t+t uow I 6\¢

“spoke forth” “— _U)oé-lz + 1\ o)

2. Which Vowel Sandhis involve
a. Similar Vowels :

b. Dissimilar Vowels :
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2. Consonantal Sandhi

When, in the formation of a word, two particular types of consonants come together, the
first consonant undergoes a change, as per certain rules. Some of the rules are:

Rule 1:
When 4 / ,o/ , / ) / \ / po are added to unaspirate Guttural, Palatal and

Labial consonants, the latter change to their corresponding aspirate forms. If the
consonant does not have a corresponding aspirate form, it change to

4 /;o /, /» /\ /@ + Asp. Consonant 4 / o / ’ / ) /\ /@ + Unasp. consonant

Examples:
“poured” uﬁ&)\) «— ) + E)\)

“divided; apportioned” uﬁ&ﬂ < wp + E:_u’

Rule 2:
When any dental consonant is followed by )o—, the preceding consonant changes to 4.

When any dental consonant is followed by C,_ or g —, the preceding consonant changes
to f :

'OD(_'O +£’/—c) /6 / ;o/ !2

I 1ls Tyl I8 el

Examples:

“dead” _u&z)\) <« 412"’ (’2)\)
“truth” JEJJJJ\ <« )0 + ‘_UJ\
“offering” "“'3“""”‘(7 <« g + 3.1»)-(7

gt gy gt 4y

Rule 3:
When the last letter of the first word is 4 , and the first letter of the second

word/termination is _jo, 4y— changes to NS

Example:
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“angry” _u%_u\(u < wpo + ﬁ_u\(u

Rule 4:
When the last letter of the first word is 4y _ or f _, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is _jo, 9y _ or [ _ changes to «

o) € ot p—or

Examples:

“venerated; attuned” - A0)O4 )P <« L) + ‘_urlo

“asked; questioned” ._u@\_uw — wp + n\_uw

Rule 5:
When the last letter of the first word is gp , and the first letter of the second

word/termination is _ jo, oy _ changes to )y
Y ot

Examples:

“it is” )0 <« )0 + QP

“he wears” mm_uo «— K)E'i' Qt_ut’)

Rule 6:
When the last letter of the first word is f _, and the first letter of the second

word/terminationis __ | or 4, f _ changes to 4

jporgy < g_org Tt

Examples:

“veneration” VLR Y) «— ) + "”T’U
“carrying” _.uiu_uu <« _.uﬁ + ‘_u(r)

Rule 7:
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When the last letter of the first word is ) _, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is __ jo., the two letters merge to form B It should be noted that in

this rule the second letter merges with the first, unlike other rules of consonantal Sandhi.

< et YV

Examples:

“man” ._u»m_u-e < wmpo + 5.1.1-(7
“Fravashi — Guardian Spirit” .)@_u»_u\()) < o + s_u»_u\())

Exercise:

1. Fill in the blanks :
“Seed” % ,_L, ! —|— _L,'O
“fever; heat” < ) + Q)0

“exhilaration” <« )g_u‘ﬁ

“knowledge” — o + Q)V

“vomitted” < wpo + ﬁ_uo

“rubbed” — wp + ( \ug
«—

“teaching, admonition” %0 + QF-))
“righteousness” < wpo + i_u

2. Give the Avestan words for :

“poured” “divided”

“venerated” “questioned”

“he wears” “carrying”
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III. ROOTS & THEIR GRADATIONS

1. Roots

A root is the basic component of a word. From the root, other parts of speech like nouns,
adjectives, verbs, participles etc. are formed. In Avesta, a root is always monosyllabic,
that is, it contains only one vowel. There may or may not be consonants along with the
vowel. The number of consonants in a root may vary from one to four.

A root is indicated by the sign ‘v’ and followed by a dash ‘->. The dash indicates that a
root is not a word by itself. The meaning of a root or any other word has to be placed in
open and closed double inverted commas.

A root by itself is not generally used as a word in a sentence. However, a few roots can be
directly used as nouns. These are indicated by an asterisk (*) in the following list :

V- \os V- 5

“to obtain; to value; to go; to move” “to go, to move”

\/'QJJJ)O \/-e)’.’

“to heat”
“to think”

V- g “to give; to know; to create”* V- 419
“to bathe”

\/-’.J_IJ(’) V- )Egé-

“to speak”* “to rule; to shine”

\/-w—\j V- E\_EJ

“to lie; to hurt; to deceive”* “to be exalted”*
V-0 V-0
“to love”*

“to praise”




“to join”*

V-6)s9

“to do”

V-(de)

“to work”

\/-@,

“to burn; to shine”
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\/-EQ b)

“to wish”

V-)8)s )

“to ask, to inquire”

ey

“to protect”

The infinitive form of the root can be formed by adding 2412 — to the root. Egs:

V- f E\ 5(,) “to work” Infinitive sawg f 5\ SQ “for working, in order to work”

Ve

tearing, in order to tear”

“to tear” Infinitive ).l.uﬂg\_gc) “for

Exercise:

1. Give the roots:

V- V-

“to go, to move”
“to be exalted”
V- V-
“to think”
“to praise”
V- V-

“to bathe”

“to wish”



“to rule; to shine”

“to ask, to inquire”

28
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2. Vowel Gradation (Guna and Vraddhi)

We have studied above that every root in Avesta has one simple vowel. This simple
vowel has two grades Guna' and Vraddhi.? The vowel may have to be changed to either
of the two grades before being used in a word, as per the grammatical requirement. The
transformation of a simple vowel takes place in the following manner:

SIMPLE VOWEL GUNA
2 2

B / ) &)-"’3

y L9 e

VRADDHI

J0

PN

)J.U

£\ AFY

Voo

Examples :
ROOTS MEANINGS GUNA VRADDHI
-\/_Qj_u)o “tO heat” _m_j_,'o _Q}JJJ'O
\/_,_u 4 “to think” - _,J.(7 - _,JJ‘(j
\/—’@&‘ “to rule” _&_u@&.. _)_w@&.l
\/—’D “to lie down” _@ 1)) 1wy
-\/_EQ)(U “to hear” _@’b_;)(u _EQ)JJJ(U
\/—)Q)‘ “to pound” g Lgp —yp
.\/_E/\—EJ “tO Carry” _/\ﬂ _\JJ-J)

“to rub”

\/—f et

Exercise:
1. Fill in the blanks:

a) The Vraddhi form of \/_-(7_U(u “to go” is
b) The Guna form of \/—DENEQ} “to ask” is

c) The Guna form of \/—1’\& “to love” is

d) The Vraddhi form of \/_,,o)_) “to praise” is

! Also referred to as full or zero grade of the vowel.
? Grading of vowel is also referred to as ablaut grades.

» In Gathic texts, the Guna form of »is ™.

* In Gathic texts, the Guna form of y is s
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2. Arrange in your note-book the roots studied above in alphabetical order.

3. Give the Guna and Vraddhi forms of the following roots:
ROOT GUNA FORM VRADDHI FORM

\/_'_U)o “to stretch”
\/_E\E )0 “to spread”
\/_UJJ, “to divide

\/_J, “to lead

\/_)\-(7 “to speak”;

\/_)QJ “to nourish”
\/_)\ D“to hear”
\/_,.J_.u(’) “to speak

\/_5\ £0) “to cross”
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IV. NOUNS

1. Primary and Secondary Nouns

Almost all nouns are formed by adding certain suffixes to the root. Before taking on the
suffix, the roots may sometimes be graded. A noun thus formed is called a base or crude
form, which have to be inflected before being used in a sentence. There are two types of
Nouns — Primary nouns and Secondary Nouns.

1) Primay Nouns: When nouns are formed by adding suffixes to roots, they are called
Primary Nouns. There are several suffixes which can form Primary Nouns. The root may
be changed to its Guna or Vraddhi form before adding the suffix. Some primary nouns:

Root Pr. Noun Noun
Suffix
\/--(7_.u “to be courageous” w4 “courage”
V-pjo “to flow” B PRo “river”
V-3q) “to nourish” o yosq) “food”
\/-)/\f “to age” ) _u,_u.n))\f “time”
V-ypp “to pound” Sy )y “time of pounding.”

Also name of the first Geh.

\/-@) “to throw” B’ “arrow”’

)
\/-j_u\ “to arrange” Y ),@_u\ “truth”
\/'6JJ'D “to cut” sy I.JUJ())_;J,D “weapon”

Some of the Primary noun suffixes are used for specific purposes. Here are some of the
specific noun suffixes.
a. Suffix Yo - forms Agentive nouns. Egs:

Root Agentive noun Noun
Suffix
“to pour” vV —)f Vo \_u;o’b_ufz
“one who pours libations; a priest”
“to nourish” Vv \.uo_ AWTNCEY,Y
20 “one who nourishes; father”

b. Suffix «y,— and gy forms Neuter nouns which are indeclinable. Egs:

Root Neuter noun Noun
Suffix

 Epenthesis
? Note that the root is changed to its Guna form.
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9 1

“to spread” V-\uoyy M- “amat” . ay\s009)

“to think” V-)u4 03— “a thought” gy )04

c. Suffix o0~ forms Abstract feminine nouns. Egs :

Root Abst.  Fem. noun Noun
Suffix
“to be immortal” f\ R Ay (SJJJ ro— “immortality” (3_1.1.: ;os\ S 7AY

When a Primary noun is formed by adding the suffixes _uwé_, Lo,
wpo— and _ws_ directly to the root (which is generally gunated), it is referred to as

Gerund or Verbal noun. It fulfils the function of a present participle form. Egs:
Root Suffix  Noun

\/_\JJ}J (_u\o)) “to walk forth™ = _ug)g ywég\.up.u’\o} “proceeding”

6

V_y0)y “to praise” Lo oS0y “praising”

\/\_/\_.u(u E})_.u) “to accept” 20 .JJJ))/\)_.IJ(U_) s “accepting”

\/\_p,\/\ ())o)_u(v) “to EV2Y) .JJJ))’,J)\_))O)JJQ) “rejecting”

forsake”

2) Secondary Nouns: Sometimes nouns are formed by adding suffixes to nominal bases.
They are called Secondary Nouns. Egs:

“Lord” ._u\)oy_u «— _u\ + “life; world; lord” yopu

“mankind” ._LJgJu)))lo_u‘b — g+ “man” _u)))lo_u-b

! Epenthesis.
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V. ADJECTIVES
1. Simple and Derivative Adjectives

Adjectives in Avesta always agree in gender, number and case with the nouns they
qualify. There are two main types of Adjectives in Avesta.
1. Simple adjectives: They are derived directly from roots. Eg:

“beautiful” _u\ 11/\1) “gOOd” )Q}“(})J"L’) or )OJJBL’) “swift” )y

2. Derivative Adjectives : They are derived from nouns by adding adjectival suffixes like

Wy WP, e_u»_, |9y —s eyg_u»_, (3_11‘{7_ or 8%_11-(7_ Egs:

Nouns Adj. Adjectives

Suffix
D+ “bone; matter” o - ooy “material; corporeal”
N_u' “man” 20 Y ))\ s “manly”
. “courage” 8 ) 8 'gv_u»_u‘ﬁ_u “courageous; strong”
9yy) “dirt, filth” 8.1.;-(7 . (2.1.:—(7)3)_1.:' “filthy; having pollution”

2. Degrees of Adjectives

The Comparative and Superlative degrees of adjectives are formed by adding
terminations to the adjectives. There are two different sets of terminations to be adding to
the adjectives to form the degrees. Though there is no rule as to when a particular set is

used, generally adjectives ending in .(S_u» and . take on the first set and adjectives

ending in .y and consonants take on the second set.

First set: In the first set, the Comparative degree is formed by adding 1\ so— and the

Superlative degree is formed by adding w4g)o— to the positive degree. Egs:

Superlative degree Comparative degree ADJECTIVE
“strongest”. u4rgo y oy g | stronger” . “strong”
“most vigorous”. 47653 ?,’) “more “vigorous” .\ ?”,

vigorous”. _u\ 2 ;o'>\ ?,,)1

._u-(%;o)_)_u»_u\ 6 E\ 5(') -U\ -U)O)_)-”))-“\ 6 E\ ¢ Q '[2'“»'“\ 65\ ¢ Q

“most victorious” “more victorious” “victorious”

' Final . changes to>
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Second set: In the second set, the Comparative degree of adjective is formed by adding

op3u»  and the Superlative degree is formed by adding wjo-(ys to the root from which

the adjective has been derived. Egs:

Superlative degree Comparative degree ADJECTIVE
“swiftest” o y2) ) “swifter” gp3au9yaw “swift” y9ya
“best” _LJ)OJUJQ}J_LJOI “better Q}‘}-“”Q}’-“(’) “good ” ,QJJ_UO
“greatest” oy [ L “greater” Qy;.u»f.u-(;« “great” f.u«(7
Exercise:

1. Fill in the blanks:

“legal” ) «— + “law” Aoy

“righteous” JRYpOL + “righteousness” R

2. Give Comparative and superlative degrees with meanings of :
Superlative degree Comparative ADJECTIVE
degree

(First set) “holy” .[2_1.1»_1.!@_1.1

(Second set) “near”_.s f )

' Note that final y is dropped in the first two adjectives in both the degrees.
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VI. PARTICIPLES

Participles are Verbal nouns and adjectives, which generally qualify a noun, but also
retain some properties of Verbs. While forming a Participle we have to form the base in
two steps by first modifying the root and then adding certain terminations to it.'

There are four Participles in Avesta:
1. Present participle
2. Future participle
3. Perfect participle
4. Past participle

1. Present Participle

To form Present participle, the root is modified according to the rule of ten classes. Then
(3 E'('“)— is added to form Present participle Parasmaipada; and wu4—" or s’

(wk) to form Present participle Atmanepada.

Egs:

a. . e g p (’) “obtaining”. From 7\/;3)() “to obtain” ((2 - +_<) £ Q)
b. '(2,@'“1)5\50) “asking”. From “to ask” 6\/_1)5\5(» (8’@_ + 01y s0))

c. .y “following”. From “to follow” 1\/_'J_uoy (w)— + wpagp)

d. .w)awyoyy “praising”. From “to praise” 2\/—)703_) (w)aw— +>09y)

2. Future Participle
The Future participle Parasmaipada is formed by adding 8 EoLa2qp— Or oYV~ to

the root. _ugassmgp_ or _ufusyy— is added to the root to form Future participle

Atmanepada.
Egs:

a.. 8 r%'_u»)uoi) “will become”. From \/_i) “to become”

b. .u,-@u»wﬁ&) “will be working” From \/_f E\EQ “to work”

3. Perfect Participle
The Perfect participle, is formed by reduplicating the root and then adding gp3auy— (st)

or +(y)— (wk) for Parasmaipada; and ujaw_  for Atmanepada.

"' With the exception of Past Participle where the root is not modified.
¢ Added when the root belongs to thematic classes and ends in au_. Note that the final su_ and aus_ are

changed to ¢ or ».

* Added when the root belongs to non-thematic classes.
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Egs:

a. "U)é'lju or Q,J;_IJQLSC’TIQ “has known”. From -\/;S)Q “to know” (;S.IJL')_ is the
condensed form Of-_SJ») (’))

b. oujaw\auqaug “has held”. From \/_ uqg “to hold”
and et n| |

4. Past Participle
Past participle passive is formed by adding wjo— directly to the root.
Egs:
a. .auog)gg “done” . From \/_g\” “to do”

b. .og\¢4 “dead”. From V_g\¢4 “to die”

c. .aoxywo “formed”. From \/_@_u,o “to form”

d. ._u,oD)\J “dead” . From \/_6)\) “to pass away”

Very rarely a)— is also used instead of po—  to form Past participle.
Egs:
a. .JJ'E\EOJ “filled”. From \/_5\201 “to fill”

b. ._u,ro_u@& “exhausted”. From \/_JEQ()J “to exhaust”

Past participle active is formed by adding (3_:.:»_ to Past participle passive.
Egs:
a. .8JJ))_:J;OJO\_:JQ “has worked”. From \/_f 5\5(’) “to work”

b. “propitious” e_u»_u'_u.lm. From \/__x.urlo “to be propitious” + _uj— + (2_“»_

Self study:
1. Identify the participle, and give the meaning, roots and base of the following words :

a. eré-_u»él)_ul;n beseeching” Present Participle Parasmaipada from v _C]_u& to

beseech”
b. ._.u,_uuéi() “creating” Present Participle Parasmaipada from v —g “to create”

C. 107y “bound” Past Participle Passive from v — gy o bind”
d. . 8 rg_u\ Ly “carrying” Present Participle Parasmaipada from v _5\—;) “to carry”
e. Jo)ﬁ?l’_u& “has gone” Perfect Participle Parasmaipada from v —o “to go”

f. ..u;o&-') “spoken” Past Participle Passive from v_ py “to speak”
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2. Give with meanings the following participle forms :

a. Present participle Atmanepada of 2\/—)701) “to praise” : .au)auy)10)01 y“praising”

b. Present participle Parasmaipada of 5\/_)\ 1y “to hear™ © r(g_u»_u,)\ 1 “hearing”

c. Past participle Parasmaipada of \/_6)\) “to pass” : _u,oDJ\J “dead”

d. Perfect participle Atmanepada of V_aw [ “to forsake”: .ujaw f Y f has been forsaken”

e. Past participle of \/_f_um “to venerate” :.auo-yaupyy “venerated”
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VII. GENDERS

The Avesta has three genders — Masculine, Feminine and Neuter. Words designating
male and female beings are masculine and feminine respectively. Eg.: ._u\é)oj “a

son”, \ujosqy “a father”, ﬂ_u,o_w_\) “a brother”, \ ) “a man” \_uw g “a daughter”,
N_u,o_ua-@ “a mother”, .\_uoj:g_upu “a sister”, .f\)_x.u’ “a woman” etc.

However, in the rest of the words designating inanimate objects, abstract nouns and
concepts the genders are grammatical and not natural, that is they do not indicate sex.

Moreover, they could be either masculine, feminine or neuter, and not just neuter, as
expected.

Though there is no rule to ascertain the genders, in some cases, genders may be
ascertained by suffixes. Eg.: _\ujo indicates masculine, _em,o and -s)o indicate

feminine and _gp3, —gp3), —)04, _g\_u, _E\_.u», and _-(y» indicate neuter

genders.

Forming feminine gender:
The feminine gender of masculine and neuter nouns and adjectives are thus formed:

When a Noun or Feminine is Examples
Adjective ends in formed by
L adding -”‘(7()‘-”70 “strong” > _Luﬁé-_u)o
g “grandfather> . g
a substituting .UyHywq “ademon” > . By
final »[9_‘) T’»@_()
2 with . _u@@_u-@ “aram” > f@@“'ﬁ
) adding » O “broad” > g
.)f.u,—lo “youthful” > .f»f_um
Qf3un— substituting it 'Q}’}'“”f 24y “greater” > gppy» f Ly
by > »_
YU 'OJ"B‘“”Q)"‘“O “better” > "'Q}"K)”Q)"‘“O
Any consonant. by adding .'Jl . (3_11-(7)1)_1.1, “filthy” > .))OJ.LJ-(?)D_IJ’

J)BpH-L “righteous” > TJibJJ@JJ

o) 6 “nourisher” > .J\ 6_m\ 6

Exercise:

' p-is added to the weaker base, whenever the declension shows two bases.



1. Form the feminine of the following:
Masculine Feminine

._u\ )\ 1) “beautiful”
.)Q}J;_u(’) “good”
A00))) “horse”

.(2_”»;01)_1.: “material”

QP K\’b_u “stronger”

39
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VIII DECLENSIONS

In order to use a noun, adjective, participle and pronoun in a sentence, certain case
terminations have to be added to them. These terminations serve the purpose of
preposition/post positions to, with, for, from, of, in, Oh! etc. The adding of case
terminations is referred to as declensions.'

Nouns, adjectives, participles or pronouns, before the addition of these terminations, are
referred to as crude forms. Each noun, adjective, participle or pronoun is categorized
on the basis of their last letter (which is called the base) and gender’ and thereafter
relevant case terminations of declensions are added to them. In all, there are eight cases of
declensions. Each case has three numbers — singular, dual and plural.

1. General Case Terminations

There is a standard table of terminations referred to as the general case terminations. For
each base and gender, there are specific terminations which slightly differ from these
general case terminations:

CASES Prepositions, SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Purpose
1 Nominative Subject ")y— OF "s)— 2o or yyu—
crude form
2 | Accusative | To, (direct {7_ U or yya_
object)
crude form
3 Instrumental by, with, _,_ or crude form u 023 “0°)-

through (means
or association)

4 | Dative to, for &_U_ or sau_ 2 ’pﬂ_

(indirect object)

5 Ablative from, on 2U_ O o_ U »(_
account of 6 8 =) fb-)
(separation)

6 Genitive Of (possession 7)— OF HyQp— g - or gy—

or relation)
7 Locative in, into, at, ,_ Hy— OF wm_ 4ySu_ LYr— LR

towards

(location) or -
8 Vocative Oh! (direct 3y—or crude form  _u_ )y

address)

! Rhis is similar to the eight Karak in the Hindi language: Karta — ne, Karma — ko, Karna — se, Sampradan —
ke liye, Apadan se, Sambandh — ka/ ki/ ke, Adhikaran — me / par, Sambandh — are/oh

> There are three genders in Avesta — masculine, feminine and neuter. These genders are mostly
grammatical and not natural, that is, they do not indicate sex.

¢ Used after ./ 1w

+ Used in all other cases



41
The addition of general case endings to the final letter of the word often involves various
phonetic changes. Hence the general case terminations vary a little with each base.
Several irregular forms, variations and. exceptions occur in most cases. This being a basic
book, only the regularly occurring forms are provided in the tables that follow.

Some nouns like .ﬂ.u,ﬂ “coin”, .5\ Juy)Qp “sun”, .5\ Uy f, “strength”, .5\ _u(»_uf
“mouth” and .+ y3)>1)04y “mat” do not take any case terminations, and have to be used

in sentences in their crude forms. Such words are called indeclinables.



2. Vowel Bases

Bases ending in .u_  Masculine
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“”\6)(» “son”
CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative oo Ny o\ o'
The son The two sons The sons
Accusative AR Aoy Yo O
To the son To the two sons To the sons
Instrumental '-“\6)0) ,_,Jﬂ@_u\é)oj ,.,O—))&)_,J\(”QJ
With the son With the two sons With the sons
Dative 1) Oy 2194 Gy PN\ Ow
For the son For the two sons For the sons
Ablative (2_1”\ 6)(» Sl @_u\é)(y Py [(q)-“\ 6)0)
From the son From the two sons From the sons
Genitive 00Ny 1) Oy’ G \O
Of the son Of the two sons Of the sons
Locative 1o’ 45>\ Oy RO+
At/in the son At/in the two sons At/in the sons
Vocative N Ny o)\ O
Oh! the son Oh! the two sons Oh! the sons
Some other words of the base _s_ Masculine
w\ypw  “lord” w4Sugp  “Haoma” Pr.noun  .\» O “man”

_u;o)_)_.uf “hand”

(13 29
'-"’Q})_)-” horse

'UEQE‘@'” “immortal”

) 6)-(7 Mithra - Proper noun

02))

“bliss”

Uy 00y f w4y “Mazdayasna”

._J.J»)JUJJ-@ “man”

._u9\ 0)s Q “wolf”
e <t {VUBD)

“beneficent”

' Final 4y is retained only if the word is followed by an enclitic particle, as in ._up)_)_u\é)oj, otherwise

1) is changed to™ .

*In _u base and uw base the termination yya changes to>gp3¢au0 on account of complex linguistic rules.

* Adjectives ending in s change the ending to 4.

+ This is a variation from the general case termination.

* In some cases, like this one, the final vowel is dropped



2. Bases ending in _ Neuter

SRy “Righteousness”
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CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative ,.(72@_;; .JJ@JJ ._.U@_u
Accusative ,‘bEEQ_jJ ._u@_u ._u@_u

Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations as in  u_

Vocative _4(72'29_1, ._uEg_u

Some other words of the base .s_ Neuter.
oLy “law 41\6.11@&- “kingdom”
_u\ 65_1.:'@61 “propitiation” ._u'_x.u-(ﬂ “house”

_U?,]JJ or.agus “evil” ..u»mé.u\_u “untimely”

Note: There are no cases ending in  as—  Feminine.

Exercise:
1. Give the declensions with meanings of .4

2

Base: Meaning: “
CASES SINGULAR DUAL

Masculine.

JJ\QS&-'JJQ}J “friendship”
..u,é’b_u»’xo “action”

-—U)O‘UJQ}J-UL’) “best”

PLURAL




3. Bases ending in uw_  Masculine

—g f 4 “All-knowing

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative - oy b
Accusative Ayt Pusew gt
Instrumental g f"“’ﬁ )2y f_u{7
Dative ) f g B ) f g
Ablative 1oy f g B ) f g
Genitive g f _,J_(7 ,(7)(\,’ ) f -“‘(7
Locative saug I_.J.@ . b fJJ-(7
Vocative Ay f Ly U3y f vy

Some other words of the base w_ Masculine

-5900)9 “evil giving” s =0 “intellect-giving”

._xu»f_’>\6)-(7 “promise-breaker” o i O “righteousness-giving”

.Ji(})Q}J;JJQ “good giving” _uJ)o-U@_ué_u\ “warrior”

*Irregular form.



Bases ending in

— ) o) “Weapon”

aw_ Feminine

45

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative ) youy A3\ jouyy s\ oy
Accusative ) oy )0y s\ oy
Instrumental i\ oy g STHTCREEY ) ) oy
Dative sanhoupu ampaihospu D)o
Ablative anaouyn o Tpajan)ou
Genitive amss 1o a0 - )0\ oy
Locative |0y - JEOIN o)
Vocative A\ )ouqyw )0y s\ oy

Note: Notice the addition of s/ to the singular bases from Instrumental to

Locative.
Some other words of the base uw_ Feminine.

) &)ﬂ “religion; ._w\,) y) “brave” s\ 6’5.1; f “libation”
conscience”

.JJJéJJJ(U “Gatha; song” Awgpasg  “maiden”  awy(sgp  “tongue”
_uu6 2e “world” ._11.19)\ sy “fairy” _IJJ/\ _u»/\) “plant”

._uJ9)\ 24w “woman’ “woman”

_uJ\ 6)’3() “eye”

Note: There are no cases ending in w_  Neuter.

A

Exercise:
1. Give the cases, numbers and meanings of the following words:
Case Number Meaning

s ) g
.waémo,
-4*»(»%6@4*0}
oy
PUELYY
=00 )
-%7;\426'4’01’
xSy
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O
Y04
Hergpst
oD

2. Give the Avesta words for
Avesta word

Of righteousness

With two hands
Of the religion

From the house

For the warriors

The two kingdoms

For the two horses



5. Bases ending in

s_ Masculine
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.5\ sww “Mountain”
CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative S HENTIY S\ -TINHETIY
Accusative 2\ S\ TINHETIY
Instrumental N 0 3\ "U_’)’\ s
Dative 10 ;\ L NTSTEENTIY P HEWTIY
Ablative '(3*\ vy 0 3\ SR
Genitive ) ,p\ L — .-(7)(\:,)\ SN
Locative 2\ L — .)@)\ s
Vocative S\ - onu)uu
Some other words of the base »_ Masculine
ooy “lord™! 3 70"0)6-”\ Y] f “A Zoroastrian” .g)ys  “serpent”

"It is declined irregularly.
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6. Bases ending in ,_ Feminine

Bases ending in s Feminine are declined in the same way as »_ Masculine

However there is no Dual number and no Locative case.
Some words of the base >_ Feminine:

SpO “blessing” .))o)_.u-(ﬂ_.uu Armaiti (Lit. “right- 210 “dwelling”
minded”)

)03y » o) “strength” .)Eg_u»_u\()) “Guardian Spirit” SEONHO “capability”

Exercise:

Give the declensions with meanings of .)@_u»_u\(ﬁ

Base: « ”
CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
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7. Bases ending in >_ Neuter

.)’@&-‘BJJ/\ “Light”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominati

ominative _ )’@&5 _,u\ . J,@(fb_u\ . ),@6:’5_1;\
Accusai

ccusative ) )'@6,5 _,_,\ . ,,@(fs_u\ ) J,EQ&-‘BJJ\

Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations as in »— Masculine.
Vocative . ),@6—‘5_”\ . J'@&B_u\ . )|@6fb_u\

Some other words of the base s_ Neuter.

(13 29

)\)i) “prosperity” py intellect” SO eye

8. Bases ending in y_ Masculine

91)0) “animal”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative SODLY DY PpLy
Accusative HD-0 DY PpLy
Instrumental )2 4 1)) 02§ )Y
Dative HO)2)Y 2§ )1y 202 )Y
Ablative =2y 2§ 1)) 202§ DY
Genitive SOV - S 2N
Locative L)LY D)LY Y VY
Vocative - - —

Some other words of the base y— Masculine

900G )_u(') “good” .)»_u() “wind”  y»aw) “protection”

)IJJ—J) “arm” 90 “India”  .yop(3)av “life; world; lord”

Note: Words of y— base Masculine ending in yo_ like yows) “lord”, .),o_u\&a

“wisdom” and yyoawspqy “sorcerer” have a special way in forming their declensions.



50
Exercise:
Give the declensions with meanings of .y f g

13 2

Base:
CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL

9. Bases ending in y_ Feminine
Bases ending in y_ Feminine are declined in the same way as y— Masculine

However there is no Dual number
Some words of the base )— Feminine

R TR “country” 91y “pollution”  .yo “body”

10. Bases ending in y_ Neuter

.)\)_L:s “Wood”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative 1) g ,)\)_L:[) . )\)_L:c)
Accusative 1) g ,)\)_L:[) . )\)_L:c)

Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations as in y— Masculine.

Vocative . ,\).u_JS -)\)-Lis : )\)*ﬂ

Some other words of the base y— Neuter:

S “good” .)65\5(» “broad”
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3. CONSONANTAL BASES

The rules for forming declensions of bases ending in consonants are somewhat different
from Vowel bases. Though the same general case terminations are appended to both,
there are certain differences:

1) Consonantal bases have Changeable and Unchangeable bases. Changeable bases have
strong and weak forms. The Nominative and Accusative forms are considered strong and
the rest are weak. Some of the Vocatives and plurals of Instrumental, Dative and Ablative
cases are strong, whereas some are weak. Unchangeable bases include monosyllabic

bases, compound bases and bases ending in suffixes |au4—, gp3u— and aw)o_

2) The final letter or group of letters is dropp