
10 Sp ас е-time с o o rdinаt e s
of sшbjеctivitу iп Fiji

сHRISтINA ToREN

Wе саn ... say оf teщоrality whаt we said .'. abоut sexuality and spatiality, foт еxaтщilel
eхistе,lrсe сan havе nЬ еxtепrаl or сmtingeпt аtпiburc. It сазпot be anything - sрtial'
sеxual, t€mporal . йthout bеing so in its entirety, *i1tr9ц1 "яking up and сarrying foппard
iь .aшributеs' 1ad rnаking феm into so many dirrransions of its bеing, 'rith thе result t}rat
an analysЬ of ааy оnе o? ttrem that is 8t all sеaтсhing rеally touсlюs upon subjесtivity
itself. (Merlеau-Pоnty L962:4|o)

1 Intrduсtioп,

This pарr сonсerns thе spaсч['ще.'с-rys33t9s that inforгr Fijiщ йllagers] теlш.ions with
oпe йЪiЁer-boilElе},*йf,ЁiЕ1цТа'" imptiсatсd in their iфas of рrsoп and kiirship, and
tlесоБ dimensioni of a фесifiсally Fijian subjесtivity. Thеsе spaсе{ime сoordinates аre
dй;trffi*ffiЪt&itioгbetwееn onе'i agе at a givеп timе, thо status onе ассorф onesеlf,
аnd the status aссordеd оne by others_dris bсiпg evidеrrt, for eхamplе, in шty gathеring, in a

рreoп's sеating рsitioп rеlativе to othms oп the abovе/bеlоw аxis that is appliеd to the
Ьtrrnal 'pа"" Ьt_uшage buildinр. тtю intgвсtion is lived (аnd thus evinсes its€lO as а
dраmiс еmbodiеd knowlеdgе оf the forrrdimensionаl nature of оnе's lelations with othеrs.
Anyоne who is bоm аnd grows up in a Fijiаn village is bouпd to сoяstitцte this аwаrеness
over timе аs a funсtion оf intег-subjесtivity шrd thus as al asрсt of his or hеr own
subjесtivity. The сonstiшting proсess (or, in othеr wоrds, thе prосess of making meаning oг
сonstituting knowledge) is its,etf an aspесt of autonomous hцman bеing aтrd is рrforсе
historiсal bесausе it at onсе pгrsrrves idэas over time аnd in so doing inоvitаbly transfoптrs
thеm.

I аrре that, for any one оf us at аny givеn timе, mind is a firnсtion not of thе brain, nor
even of thе nеrvous systеm' but тatheг of thе whole person in iпtеr-subjесtivе relations with
otheгs in the environing world. Мy model of thе сonstituting pтосess is фrivеd fгom a

Гть o'tu in {ris papег wегe сolleсtеd in Sвwaieke, сhiеfly villagе of he vаnuа of Sawaiеkе (сomфsing riф

villagоs), oв шe istaм of Gaц l.omaiviti (сепtal Fiji); despitе signifiсarrt rеgrоnаl diffегепсе.s.iп langиgс

аnd фиils of тituаlisеd bеhайour, thе аrвlрis bеlow should bе genсгally appliсabld tо пюst of сеntral aлd

eastern Fiji.

Giovаnni Bеnnаrdо , €,d-, Rеprеsеnting sPacе in oceaпia: culture in lаtguagе аnd mind' 2|5-2з|.
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216 ChristitшTorеn

synthesis of сепain оf the ideas of lvlatuчrnа.9d Vаrеla, Piaget, Vygotsф arrd Меrleац-Ponty.2 Rom Matцгarra and Vаrclа I tдkе the iфa that ыГш"й bеings aгe auloфetiс, i.е.autonоmous and sеlf-produсing, at onсе prоduсF *d pйй"* of the biologiсal proсessesthat агe proprr tо them; so tь-e.stпrс.tй organisatiяr of an orgшisш funсtiоns tЬ spесifуt&osе сhangrs of stale in trе environхneiitьutЪ'oсu"" .ь*й, in ,r,. *o* of thе organism. Itfоllows that thе aсtivityof 
ч, n"-"u. 'y'**i, фtermiй ьy Ь nervous syst€m its€lf andnot by the externаl world; thus the o'gЫ*й;й;; l."*oo, systеm funсtions toсonstitutе thr world that pаrtiсulаr hum; bеings lnьuьit.iFrom Piщet I .Ч1Ь.lа"u or соgJtrve.sсhеттюs as .self-regulаtiпg 

trarrsformationalstuсturrs', i.e. to Ьe а funсtion of humй alltчesjs.: A 
";g''й; 

sсheme is соnstitutеti overtirre via the сomplemепtary Proс€sses of assimilation *i,aйmmoсation, whosе mutualаdjustmеnts give rise. tP Ы чшtibraЬ4 and thus ;;йt"ф shblе, struсturс that isnevertheless always апdjnеvitabli op"n ю t,пь, *"с't.й."lЪuсh that mеaning is alwaysemеrgеnt' nevg fiхed. Piaрt's genitiс еpistеmolоgy Ы"b; Ь 
"-ьi*to,i"ы 

ьйЫ ьingwho aсts direсfly on the *Ьс Бr oь:-й *с *ui.яJй;;;'. I aщue, howevеr, thatbесause wе аfв biologiсally soсiы- 
"ЬЬs 

our unфйtanding of the world is alwaysmediatеd by relations rvith йers; in otheirvoгds, anц glven pеrson has to сonstiшtе his or herundеrstanding of the environing world oio1jуts 
Tащйj; oцt of meanings that havеalready Ьеn maф, *d 1=. yiri ьinjйЬ, by otherв. Th;; i.;Ь with Vygotвky thаt theproсess of lаnguщe aсquisition is crйid ,9 й rйЪf th;;;ii', unфrstanding, and withhis observation that сurьg the eаrly y"йoitь" сhild,s u,""orь nutive lшtgЕage, .the сhild,s

il:ff'1нlJ*H-Ч.*.;Ё*}ffi ,;*r'';;;'i"?nl,*"сonсreteobjесt,aпd
And finally, from Мerleau.Ponф i_й ь 

.unРt*d1ng that humаn in!еntionаlity isalways a funсtion of intет-subjесtiviiy, д**y' emЬdied аnа hi-sйсat and that thr validity ofour analysоs in the soсial sсiеrюes '"'lс"' in orг being able empiriсally to reveal the historiсаlеmbedфdness of the materiаl proсrsses that сonstitцЬ еmьо*Ы foтn So I аm in syrnpathywith thе retated idea from Ёou.сiеu ,t."' 
ч" р'i',qy_;kТ *" аnthroрIogist is tounderstand how exасtly роple.o*" ю й ъnчaпteс, by ideas they themselves have maф.nIf rnind is a funсtiorrof t}rе whole й;" и inteт*uь.1o,in..,Ьrмons with otheш in theenvironing world, it follows that any gu"n ршоn,s pгaсtiЪes *оiа.^ aгe at оnс€ informеdby, and differ fгom, аll those 

"th; 
Ьy;;;; tь"y *" *u',o.,nй_tьеir реrs аs well as thоirparents and otheг adulч аnd youngегi".,on,; in{ееd *ь" u.й* {oes or hаs ю say on aпygivеn suЬjесt today is bouпj . йt.,i йЪ." oт less ,oьuy, Тoi.*ь"t thеy did or said lаst

. Foг a full aссount of this *"d"I' ;Б;@ы
3 sеe мatшгaпa апd Vaгela (|g72' lgss).
4 Piagсt(1971:ll3).
5 vygoвф (1985:111). N9t" thu,.т aсquiгing thеir паtivе laщrиgе сШdгеп Ф пot mеrely иkе oц as it wегruпtгaпsfoгmеd, the mеалiпgs аddь hЬld ййi"-'.ь".' в"**й* trйЪjiьows thаt thе drvеloprпpnt ofmеaning tаkes plасr lаrgely Ьforе unс ouвiс" tь" aсquisitioп.irl"gй foгms, aad that сhilйn havеgrаduаlly to work oo. 

ч". 
.,."go'l"'-oi й*йg i'.pш"]iь й ;#oi,Ёr' their languаge on thе basis ofexffienсe with lаnсuage itsеif' н". *Г,-oggoк tьаt sсшапtiсs il.". oou,,ine in languagо) is notisomогphiс with an 

"ййi.д, 
Ь"iiй.jй,i, u]o"",**ng of thе world.6 Bouгdiеu (|977.4)з Torе.п $990) Ь aп extеndеd analysЬ of how гitual and гiшаlisеd Ьehaviour inform theffi;TжТ*ffi,*:#:#tr'жnj'"6;i:**,,".,"'"ffi"ff i**trsgoi;й.lйiЁ.ь"
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Spаcе-Timе coordinаtеs of subjeсtivitу in Fiji 2|1

wrеk or what they rvill ф of say tomorrow. Brатing in mind thе autonomy of шty giveтt
humаn bеing arrd thе always dраmiс arrd trаnsfогmаtivr nature of thс pтoсещеs that mаke
orrе who onе Ь, onr саfl show how рoplr сontinue ю produсe the historiсal spесifiсity that is
сalled .сulturc', suсh that what it is to bо a Fijiarr villaрr today is at оRсе a lеgaсy of thе past
шrd an еmещепt prduсt of tlю prеsent.

Kinship is фе medium of aтry given Fijiаn villagеr's relations with others and сeгtаin key
iфаls of kinstrip arr maJоrially manifest поt only in thе сonduсt of сertain сategогiеs of kin
with onr пnоttrеr, but in hоusеs' in ttrэ disрsition оf hotrses vis.a-vis one anothеr in thе spaсe
of the villщо, and in thе gаrdоning lаnd that at onсe diviфs аnd unites villagеs in а singlе
vаnuа.соunф, lаnd oт соafeфrаtiсn'. Thе meаnings made maвтial irr housе, villagе aпd
lаnd dо not, of сoulБe' фсlаre thсmselvеs. Rathеr it is by virtuе of the routiпely ritualisоd
aspесts of thеir behaviour as thеy live arrd wor* in thе house, the villagе шrd the
van.ulI| ttrat рoplе willy nilly imbцe thеsе spаsеs with meшrings, in suсh a way thаt the
mоаnings thоmsеlves bесоmr сoеrсivе of behaviour. But for arry givеrr рrson this
miсrotristоriсal proсess of сorrstiшting knоwlrdgе hapрns оvеr time; if wе tаke the
pеrsрсtivе оf thr infаnt arrd thr growiog сhild rvе сan, рrhaps, undсrвtаnd something of how
thе сonstituting prосess is mediatеd by thr inter-subjeсtive rеlations with others thаt infoпn
the сhild's соnditions of existrпсe. I begin, howеver, with an аnalytiсal рrsрсtive'

2 Hiегaгс}y aпd еquality

Fijiarr soсial rеlations аrе рrhaps bеst фsстibed аs thе сontinually emегging pгoduсt of a
сreativе tоnsion betwеen hiеrаrсhy шrd сomрtitive еquаlity, еасh of whiсh is hеld by adults
to be a рrinсipЪ of humarr relations. Indred, one саn аrguе that in the Fdiаn сasе, hiеrarсhy
аnd сomрtitive equality аre fused sspесts of a single idеa of аntithetiсal duality whеге eасh
kind оf sосial rеlations dерnds for iь very сontinuity оц the other.? kr thэ village, hierarсhy
and cоmрtitivr еquality are еxprеssed in terms of one's рsition rеlative to others in time and
spaсr.

onе's stafis in thе сommunity at largе, itself фrived from an inteгасtion Ьtrvеen rank
(сhiеf or сornmоnеr), seniority (olфr or youngет), аnd gendеr (wife or sister in relation to a
given mаn), mя*s out оne's plасe abоvе (i cаkе) or below (i rс) others in шy gathering in
housе, villagо hall or сhurсh. This аbovе/bеlow axis is appliеd bоth to a single hoгizontal
plаnе, foг еха:тrplе one end of thе floотspасe of thе йllagе hall is фove and the othег is
bсloтv, аnd tо thr vrтtiсal; for еxаmple, it is рlite, whеn moving among othеrs, tо аdopt thr
resрсtftrl pоsfiгe сalled lolou: one bоnds from the waist, duсks one's hеad down, аnd walks
iп a stooping postuге, all ttю time murmuring аn apоlogу,tulou,tulou.

The аbvе/below ахis is оonstitutеd out of a transformation in riшal of another spatial
сonstгuсt_wiqarаvi lit. .fасing eaсh otheг', alsо .attеndanсr on onе another'' This trrпt
фsсribrs the disрsition of houses in the spaсe of thе village; houses are usually grouрd
aссoгding tо сlаn (vаkшnаtаqаji) and to уwusа (vakлуаvusa, the уаlusа bеing a group of
сlаns rmited by ritual ties arrd inter.mafiiage).8 Morеover, in шty givеn part of thе village,

7 sеrTorеп1|994a).
* shешey Sayеs arguеs tllat уаvusa аrе not so шuсh .drsсеnt grouPs' аs .a group of' пIаtацali who havе

гernainсd togеtЬеr iп thе same lшality '.. kinship thгoщh intermаrriagе oftm miфt havе beеn thеir only ties'
(Sayсs 1982:87). Hеre, however, mаrriagе provides foг the сonstitution of kinship' just as kinship (tl'e
геlation bеtw.een brotheг and sistсг) стеаtes the рssibiliry of maпiage (betwеen thе гespесtive сhildrеп of the



housеs аre orientеd suсh that thе land door of onе house faсes onto thr sеa door of the houscbesiф it. Vеiqarwi may here be tаken io ."r"' tо thе balanсeJrесiцoсity in еxсhаnge thшobtaiпs aсI08s hoЦses, jhrrs аnd у;;; the tеrm d;;;;;"er, denoles .attеndаnсе 
onсhiеfs' whеп thе rоfeгenсе is to a 

"ЬлyЪ."-*y, аnq .woтship, when the referenсe is to aсhurсh sсrviсe. Thчs thе vetу taтm 
'veiq**i 

сontains the teЖ}жiлlжнж1l'*#**3ьд*""с;'o*;#".ffi -у#;:':xTff ff ;
Clаns and уауI|sа m'y be rankrd й.*oш.uшy in ассordаnсе with the ritual serviсеs thеyаre obliged ю ггovi{ ю' othеr .ч"' ;;';rшsс, howеvеr thе prесisе orфr of this rarrkingdiffеrs ассording to :rny giтen sрakеrйi'', or uЫ. дt-tьJ.,-u* o-', peоplе also геlаrс toone аnother as .lаnd' and .sea;, wь'"Ъфч. *r1j.'' '*1i*" at onсe reсiprосаl аndbalаrrсed and where ug^1, f.** 

""" йr", 'r.y,"y tь"/ЫЬJЕ,"g*d"а as чuяlg, rvhitgfrom шother sеa aPpeаfs to bе suряoiiБ iч.., лl 
чь$9nчhips сan bе соnсeptualised шrdrrlеrred to as kin rеlations; at its widеst еxtension оne,s kin inсjudе all othеr еthпiс Fiiians.With the eхсeption of the .{""l ;й;;-Ь*""n сross.соusins, all kinship relationЪ аrehieгаrсhiсal and rеquirg varyine *gro. Ъi'",peсt шrd avoirlаnсе. The antithesis bепмegnhiеrarchy arrс сomрtito 

"i""йtyй;;;'*сеs that ьt*е"n oon.mаrriageaЬle kiп (wherеthе pатadigmаtiс rеferеrrсe iJto tьЪ ш".йьi"д housе аnd сl;';ъ marriageable kin (who аsсгossюousiпs a.rc equals alross housеs and сlаns).

:TЩJх.Н#нт*;:r,glн:'*щal 
form * *:^ly: у:ko ̂ ^Yalso be

Witй;;;;;;: ill,ti.,,'*ьi.. ,. u...*^.jjyly'3l ethlriс Fijrаns aIЕ onс another,s kin.

2|8 ChistinаToreп

isthehоusewhiсh,byфfmition,iерnБ;;Б;;#:n'ff"fi:к:"':'жi.Тi1*;

lffi,y 
sistсr), or their childrcп,s сhildгen, wbo аre affiтюs (i'е. affrnal ties *й

withingеnеratioь.ы-'i_""'йp,;*й;;*E-'J'f, ,'::i}L;'Ж";;",-*.*ff 
.жt,o one another' .samе-srx siфgs', iiiй"ni,.g*" io ooJ й,ь"., .siblings асross sеx,,vеitctlаJеni, .tavale to one arrothei' ъЫе seх сюss-сousiпs ,, ot veidДvolаni, ,daуo|atо 
оneаnothеr' .cross{*Isiпs 

aсross slx.,10 Aспoss gеneration thе Ьase tеrm designate' фe senioгpаxty to the гelatiоnshiP, e.8. vеititlаlli u',i i"tti,,w,i. oй йййiu"ry ю the relation betweеrra mother (tinа) anа ьr сьпсren аnd a fаthсr (tвnа) *oa rt,ЪйЬ"o.,' But iп the сase of асШld шrd its parents' стoss*iblin-gs_iГЪotь",', ь'ottrй-йJ father,s sisters, thе rcrmveivugoni,.wgо to 
ч -oth"l' iiugulo йпy,olрoс;6;;",I rеtuгn to latеr). ThisDravidiаn tептrinology is used i" ;й;;;:ч 

id9уss jo everyonе one kпows within andасross villages аnd сhiеfфms anс тoutlneiyЪxtenаса tо tаkе й рЁиo",ry unknown рople'Thе tеnsion **T^T.^TTl'Ф';-Ьtive 
чuariij Ы;;; rrsрсtively by relationsЬetwееn kin within thе house arrd kin relations bet,n*n 

"й*Ъu]in, * affines асross housrsсan bе histoгiсally rеlated tч сш9rsьiг.*rпgh сhiеfs аre';s'*i""с on the onе hand withrelаtioпs rvithin the house аnd on tь" 
"Ь.ul1ь "m"iйЪyЪ.й,J"r drinking the installationуаqonа .kаva' a hiф сhiеf bесomes thе lеartет 

"f 
th; 

";;;;; whosе image in ущonаlж,'..tg ;'''}: Н.ll':*:-я:З: P^Рфй ;#;,.onсrpt of sшial relations

9 sеe Torеn (1990:74-89, 1995a)' сf. sаhlins {|976:2G42).l0 тhе rrогd taуаIe usd,to applyonly to тnа]е стos'-сolT itls, dаuуею frmаlе сross.сousins шd dаvolдto сross-сousi's aсгФs s€x; nоwмais, ь 
"iy 

oй"й"йab is asеdl" 
"lrlй-i'isсriminаtety.,' This aссоrds wiф the 

чч"- "P 
aгeдsed by a third pаrty; wЬeп usrd by еgo, vеitinаni and vеitaпаni referffiжj,"IJ"-*,''""ffi:Т,#.f '"'ь*йiuoс i^ьi t,йl'',iiiJu-,Ъu",,dоsigпatеs ego,s гelatioп
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I

еxistепсe.l2 Peoplе теlаtе to one аnother as kin, but whi19 kin refations withiп thе housе аrе

аxiomatiсally hieгarсtriсalJrusЬand abоvе *#",-oiс,' sibliпg abovе iunior sibtiпg_kinship

aсFoБshouseвrEferenсesthееqualтel.a{nshipbеtwееnсross+оusin,'F,,'tt'."'сlIexсhшrgе
твlations аяе сomрtltiiе й oiti-ut"ty *'"* 

-"йJ*oj 
йp*ity even while thr ritцals of

сhiеfship твnфr thсш * ttьot*y аnd appаrenф unrqual.

Inуаqotш-фroкl',g tь" рuйoont i -*:; t.l."Ъ**а"'* ovеr and to be abovе othэrs

iust as, withiтt th" h;;;;;;is sееn.ю и#Б"d"се overаnd to bе фove his wifе. The
-р,."ioеа 

*.'ьo,аin"tiii'й й" io й-ь*д iЁrс й"ь on the. riшаl tгarrsfoгmation of the

equality ot *.,*oйТn,.й й ьi.*,"ьй *йй'*с.|s etrесtrd nоt only in thе

mаrriщe Фremomes thernselves, but oтl , й,ity bаsis й the сoпdrrсt of еvеry веal.'з Thе

exсhаnge тelations betwэоn spousоs *" *йЁ;"й_*а ч*""с; 
but at msals thе wifе

siв bоlow hеr husbarrd, sйе, hi* j.:;;.ф,;; he hаs finishеd. The riшal

trаnsformdion of balшсеd тесiproсity *,o., i**". i''ю t,lь*'t" tо сhiefs ttrat tаkes plaсе on a

daily basЬ i" yч,;J'iй;ъ й -:'*r** 
""l"т'#"TJ];*."*;: 

;*,.fi н:
сrrcmony of thе iпstаllatioтt уаqofшI' |n 1

*ж$*r;'жl;; 
is ап aтtefaсt 9|analysis; *".T*t argrю that it desсribеs objесtivф

thе soсial relations *йo oш.ь a гijian 
,JшЬ 

сшtJ ьas рrrorсе to operat€ and whose

mеаnings hэ or shо ьu, ю соnstiшtr *"*'iiiй" сorrrsе of growing up. What it does not

"оnn"y1, ь* *мiiй,Ъt-"J.'"*" * #;Ь иn.с by й 
fl#i::"#ffi н},#

;;;y.-*o,"o йio", in the form оf rdit€d rxtrасts from п

Throuфout' *сtiв'ir'й* аre usеd to disщisе рople's idеntities.

3 Lеarning one's plaсr inhorше and village

ThetypiсalFijialrvillagеhousrсonsistsofonelаIgerrсtаnяularroomwithfourdoors
symmetтiс*lly fl*; J.й 

"""* 
ot.u"i.iй. wоoфn housеs-oftеn have thrеe doors (thе

еnd door, dа,rava i hlbu,bring oшittd) шtd соnстete hоusеs may have оnly two. The dооr of

thе сooking 
.'dors 

кййo; й ь tь" *'-oi;;*,'"". Tъis Ьor ma't.. the lowest patt оf

thе spасe that is ' ; йй*. Еvеrythiщ ГJo *ь meals is re1еяatеd to this area; one mЦst

not bring foоd into ,i" ьoo." by *y door othsr than the сommon Ьt,*o, пor indееd usе the

' other dooтs at all r:nlеss one is сlassed *;;й;;; *::r': !!#Y:^*::":'*;flH::ж":tr';ltr*;ЖЁ'l'"'Ыl.й;ччТ::::э*:i;.jj**.JL:lHH,"".
is spссifiсally invited'" Zn*. by thе ь*oй-с*' rЙ м]a'a dot'л|\. This usua1ln but not

always, fасes the *u *Jl, alsо сalled *," *"u.а*' ii,,*" e wаi);thе dоoт dirесtly оpрsitе

it and fасing inlаnd й;;аll; thе tаnd.dЫii;;; e уanaа).,The 
taboоs on thе use of

thesе фoI8 *u, onoii#й" ""''*'"с;а.; 
lсаll tаbu,thе foфidфn оr sасrеd фяms

that supртt the roоf 
"' 

ЫЫro"g sides.ojthе housе. To soше еxtent all doorways аrе

tabooed: onе шust o"* ,iion a йshold in;ы" way that оnе's bоф is inside the house

and оnо,s lrр and frrt outsidr; nof п}ay 
";;;; 

sйes inside thе housе_t}rеy must be

rcmovеd outsiф or immеdiately inside tr," 
"nй." 

*а to onе side of it. Deсorous behaviour

is thе ideа of фе hоusе as

сevefopы ьy r,ся-Sfiauss (198з' 1984).

1з sел Toren 1199o:52-64).
la Ser Torеn (199ft100-118)'
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insidе thс hоusе is at аll tiпеs enjoinеd by adults on сhildrеn, rvhо аrе not allйed to гun orjump or danсе or lоll on beds or, by аnd lаrgg tо eagagе in аny aс{vity insiф thс hоusr thatentails standing up.
Thе еnd of the hоusе furthest from the сommon entranсe is сuпдinеd off as a slеeping атеа'pтivato to rremt of thе housфold. Thе rеmaining floor spасе is covеrрd и*r iаnсarrusmats_finer mats at the еnd сallеd abоvе (i cаk)nй tье .фhg spaсеl сoaд1er at the endbelow (i rа) aeat the сommon еnffanсe. The horizоntаl ахis fйй by thе рtes aьоve aпсbеlоw defir'es ttrе iпtеrпal spше of atl buitdings и tre vinя!е ii"roсng *,. uiф йц tь.сhurсh and any tеmPoraгy shеlteг ereсted foг oссasions iuсh as Christrnаs, New Ye,r,weddinр, funerals md so on.15
lvtost aсtivities rvithin thе house аrr a kind of publiо aсtiviф in thе seпsе that, unless windis driving rain inside, thе doors arе left oрn and iassers-by.* ьtь ser into the house аnd begгoetя{ invited to eat аnd so on by thosе.insiф йtь '"ьй thеy are able ю sprak. For mеalsthо сloth is laid on thе mats аlong thе above/below axis апd Ь hous€ membеrs tдkе thеiтplrcеs there in ассordanсe with their status: the sепior mаn siь at thе pоlе abоve and is serv€dlargеly with the best food, Ыoy him miфt bе аn unmarтied yoйgeг bгоthя аnd on thе othеrsiф of the сlоth his sоns in thrir due orфr aссording to ue"; the wife of the senior mаn

9с9upies the pole below чrith hоr eldest dauфt"' opр-'it" hJr anс any сhild who is still aninfапt bоsidr hеr. oпе mаy bсgin to oat after grасе Ьas bеrrr sai4 but women as rvivеs delaythеir own msal ю wait оn thеir husbаnds. тh; foоd sеrved at mеals is саrefully apportiоneсsuch that oпe both вits and.eats aссоrding to one's status; thus evетt оn spесiаl oссasions suсhas Christmas thеre аre foods that nеveг сome intо сhildrеn's hапds.
23 Dесеrnbег 1981 A number of smяll сhitdгеn arе hа'фg aЬut as wr buffer blms еtс.
ffоr the tсa foг young.ren's annual, preФristma' *ййъ;the graves] ь* ш"y u*
чglYen any; оnly.the tьiеst 1aр17 шnths or so1 gja Ьisсuil Neittюr do thесhildrеn ask for аnythingJhey аre aссustоmsd еаrly on it ;; to wаiting tо be giveпfoоd. Nor dо they еver ask for sесolrd hефings orlс"; ttь я'йЪu, or groen veриblesthat аrе srrvэd with тшt veриblф at шеals. тhr odd two or thrеe сhildrеn (underthrеe-yеаrs-old, say) wandсг into the hаll [where thэ lea i' ;й sеrvеd] and arе givensoшеthing by ttreir fatЬеrs ш by one оf the womеn. Мen quite йsеlfсonsсiously eat allthe bеst things_i.e. саkes_lедving none at all for tbе woren. Woшen eat a lotttmselvеs but tty do nоt kееp ЬсЁаny of thr best things, шo" ыr gо tо ren.

The еxtent to whiсh. 
9* :* eat frееly and сoпtrol aссess to food (and espесially юфsirаble food) is a сruсiаI mаrkеr of thе resрсtivе positions of hоusehоld mеmbеrs vis-a-visone anоther. The signifiсаnсе of сhildren's daily еxрrienсе of sеeing who еaв rvhаt and howmuсh is aрparent at onсe in their nevет asking for iood and in thе way they аssert their ownсontrol over yotrngrr сhildren by disрnsing dеsirable tidbits whеn in a рsitiоn tо do sо,l6Hierаrсhiсal relations betчеen kin o" 

"lp,",."d 
and in pаrt сonstifuted in vаrying dсgгеesof rоsрсt аnd avoidarrсe, w1th the obligation devolving upon the juniоr pafty; aсross sex,thesе аre all inсest relations сhатaсtsrisedЪ forbidфn ю-eaсЪ other (vеitаbиl) аrrd whеre they

.*" тp".iutly emрhasisеd' as in the гelation betwеrn hrotheг and sistеr, аnd betweеn mother,sbrothеr апd sist.sr's сhilф thеy should not sрak to one anotheг, nor should they oосupy the

The oпly building iп a village *h".. tho.
typiсally siшated at oilr of its Ьordегs.

'. 
:ffJffL1198) 

fог an histoгiсal аnalysis of thе way that еating informs Fijian ideas of personal
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Space.Timе coordinаtеs of subjeсtivitу in Fiji 22r

sаmr spaсo unless wеll-sерrated by a good numbет of other pefsons. These уeitabиi relations

do not, howеYеr' соml intЬ effесt until a сhitd is past pubrty; and gеnder infоrms this pгосess

sinсe as fат зs I сould sое, giтls as young as еlеven oftеn do not address mеn сlassified as thеir

шоthсr's brоthers rvhilе йys may сontinue to bе on terms of тeаl familiarity and affeсtion

ryith suсh mrn wеll intо thеir tеens.
As soоn as it саn talk, a сhild is instrцсtеd by its mother or other аdult, to greеt thosе whom

thе adult сannot addrеss:

Rаicа! Оуа fuIotna Sаkiusa Kасiуi Iсoуа ,Ttltu Sokiusц mаi lсаnа!'

look theтs fathеr-inJaw Sakiusa
.I,oоk! Thеrе is father.in-law Sаkiusa.

сall him, grarrdfather Sаkiusa herе eat
са1l him' ..Gтаndfathеr Sаkiusa, сome and eat!'''

In this еxa:nplе, the mother n€unes bоth heг own relation to thе mаn indiсated аnd the

сhild's re1atiоn to him. Thе toddlеr/young сhild is гoutinelу told in similаr tеrms to grеet and

to invitе anyone who passеs by tо еat, a kind of instцсtion that infоrrтrs thе сhild's lеarning of

kinship tегms аnd thе praсtiсоs prоpет to thеir usagr.
Тhе юdd1сr/pre-sсhoоl сhild sрnds most of its timе in and аrouпd its own hоusе and thе

houses of thosе kin who livе nеarby апd сlosе kin who may livе on thе othеr siф of the

villаgе; wоII}еn in Gau do nоt gаrden, sо a сhild is not aссustomed to bеing muсh taken out of

tьe v]ьр. Nevertheless, by the timе a сhild is four yeаrs old or so, whеn it is likely to havе a

voungеr sibtins or twо, it Ьоws most of thе village preшy wеll (that is, around 40 to 50

Ь"uЬl and isЪsеd tо bеing gееted fаmiliаrly by everyоnе, аnd to going in аnd out at will of

*yЬu*" belonging tо its ilЬsеst kin. Еven so, the сhild is always shу (mаduа) аnd usually

wiil not answrr quJstiоns out lоud оr adфеss iь eldеrs unlеss spесifiсally rеquirеd to do so,

as, fоr instаnсе, whеn it is instruсted by its mothеr or other adult to delivеr a verbal messagе.

Young сhildrеn's dsm€anour with thеir еldеrs suggests аn оаfly and fast.фveloping errbodied

knowlеdgе оf their subоrdinatе statцs.

15 oсtоbeт 1981 '.. Ratu Мaсiu lagеd 25] is playing with Jonе [agеd *rrее.years.оld].
Rаш Мaсiu is momo [сlassifiсatory mothеr's brother] to Jone who [ ... ] allorvs himsеlf

to bе Puilеd about by Мaсiu, is аlmost entirely pаssive, says nolhing at all in my

hearing.'' Е[е protеsts only whrn Rдш Мaсiu triеs to do soшеthing hе doеsn't likе ...

ивr йе goes with Rаtu Мaсiu and Jо, who arе сutting wоod and bаrnboо to mаkе a nеw

toilеt shеlter, and sits quiеtly neaФy, watсhing. At lunсh hе is still thегe. Ratu Масiu

slaps him quitе hald a Jouplе of tiшes for no appшent feason-as one miф offhandedly

slap a сontеmporary*and plaсes the hot sрon from his tea o-n Jone's сalf. Jone begins

tо сry and MJсiu iauфs, holds him by thе arrklе while thе сhild strugglеs oв his stomасh

to get away.

Within sеx, bеtwrеn сhildтеn arrd young pеоplе who аrе сontemрrаries, this kind of

slapping еtс. is usual шrd signifiеs an affeсtionatе сompеtitivo equality; betwern older and

yйg"i сhildrетr' as bсtweеn adult and сhild, it оаrriеs in additiоп 8 sfrong suggеstiоn of the

uutьйty of thе еldeг. Therе is a сertain аmbivalеnсe herе, horvevеr, whiсh in the екamplе

given aЬve is entirеly сonsistent with thе lоgiс and the еmotional tone of thе relatiоn

Ьt'""u mоthеr's bтother and sister's son_thе explanation of whiсh residеs in thе widеr sеt

of теlations in whiсh it is embedded.
The vеry idea of thе сlan as сlan is сonstitutеd in exogamy and in Fiji it is сross-соцsins

whо bгing thr с|an into being. Thе сorollаry of this is that aсross сlarr hierаrоhy сan and dоes

bесome, Ьpеnly, a сoпtested issue and thе equality of сross.сousins is made to play against thе

hierarсhy of *ibling. in suсh a way ari to lеave thе issue always unrrsolvеd' Any given prrson
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lives this tеnsion in the ffаnsforrrations that иke plасe ovеr time in thе relаtioп between any
сhild and its pаrents' сross-siblings. Both rvithin and acтоss srx' a сhild is often a greш
favouritе rvith its rеal mother's brоthers and теа1 father's sisters-muсh indulgф
affесtioтratrly teasеd and genеrally allowrd great libеrties; if the mаrriagе is endоgamous to
thе village this may bс espeсially trrю for a boy with his mothег's brothers. But at some pоint
in the сhild's mid- to later tсеns this rеlatiоn is abпrptly trаrrsforпrеd into the вшiсвst of al
сross-genегational relatiоns. Resрсt, avoidаnсe and оbedienсe аre аll enjoined on thе junior
pаfty in rеlatiоn tо mоtlrеr's brоt}rsт. At the sшItе time, it is thЬ relatiоnship that allоws the
junior Party as vаsu to tаkе without asking шrything hе or stЕ wants from men of tltе mothgr's
сlm, i.e. fтom шother's теal аnd сlassifiсatory brothers. Iп othег words, ttю vasu relation
сomЫnes the liсепсe allowed сross-сousins with thе еxfieme avoidаnсe arrd теspесt thаt is
сhаraсtеristiс of rеlations betwеen bгother and sister and it is this binding of аnйthеsis that
allows the term vеivugoni to be fully reсiproсal, where otheг terms for сross.gеnerвtiоnal
relations name the sеnior pаrty.''

14 April |982 .', Thе other day watсhing four-yеar-old Timoсi ... We rvomen aгe all in
thr hall [pгepаring pаndаnus for шав] аnd hэ goеs Ьappily from Persоn to Frson to sit in
theiг laps aпd Ь huggеd апd tвld but he is veгy quiеt, it's diffiсult to gеt anзwеrs out of
him... Childrеn aгr сonstаDtly to|dta dаbе ra [sit dorvn] thouф woпЕn will tolеratе it if
thеy dolr't as, on rarr oссasions, rvill пвn; but both ren and woпЕn сonstаnfly tеll
сhildrец fairly seveтсly that tty are siosiо [iпquisitivе] ...
I sit fог a whilе dliпking уaqo|ш [kava] undег thе rпаngo trеe outsidе Rafu Anаrе's
housэ; thеrе are a numЬer of сhildrеn thеге, sore belonфg to his yоungеr b,rothсr ... thе
youngest oпь9егhаps 18 montЬ or morr hrt a srrвll, thiп сhild-stomps аbout the mat
doing pтetty muсh whаt hе wants, ignoтing all instпrсtiolrs to dabe rс [iit dоwn], пot tо
gо above the tшoа lthе сеntгal bowl in whiсh уаqonа is mixеd and from whiсh it is
sеrvеd], not to Ь sioslio [inquisitivе], to lеavе 1юоplе апd things alonе. But hе has to bе
quiefly stцbЬтn and dеfimt to aсhiеvе this; very often hе is pullеd iпto pоople's laps, bat
hе gеts up аfter a шош'nt and goеs off silеntly aboцt his own deviсes.

Childrеn's silеnсе in adult сompаny is marked; f:rom оasual oЬervation I should say tha|
as a modе of intеr-subjесtivity, it is асquired very eзrly_in part, perhaps largely_as a
funсtion of obsсrvation of sorrewhat olфr сhildren.

. 14 April 1982 сont'd.' Rаfu Lui, dileсt gandson of Rаtц Anare and роbably also abоut
18 пontЬ, Ь a more passive сhild, hаppy to be kept still with food aпd сuddbs .'. ЕI.e is
sitting, playing sorre of the timе with Шs gгandfather, but hе is not intrusivе. At present
everyone i5 6Нng him (Lui) thе saше questions:

t 1  - ..' tjvl-Ь'tгauss аrgued iп 1945 that iп thе .atom of kinship' сonstitutеd in the rеlations bеtwееn bгothеr, sЬЕr,
fathег ard son, rslations Ьtwеrrr rnсп аrrd q/omen in фe seпi.or genaation will stand iп сorrrlativr oppоsition
to гelations bеtwсев men aсross gеrюrations (|971:46). Il Fdi ttris shоuld rпean' for example, tьaJгesеrve
Рм* B adz Ь opрsеd to familiarity Ьtwееrr H and W as reserve Ьefipеen F and з is oрposеd to
familiаxity Ьеtrvеeп МB and ZS. This вet of oppositioпs does noц in faсt' obиin as suсtl. Nevertheiеis, whетr
тve take the рint of view of a rвlе ego as a сhild who bесomеs a yоung ршon who bесomes an adult, wе
сan see that вt шry givar рint in thЬ рoсеss ljviStгauss's thеsis holds е.g', tbe fathеr's sternness to thr
young сhild ооntrasь йth thе playful familiаrity of the иоthеr's bгоther; while a progrеssive rеlaхation in thе
rеlation betwееrr F and S ovet ttre сoatasts with inсгrаsiщ avoidanсe betwеen МB and ZS. The relаtions
bstwwп д mаlg ggg and his father's sistеrs undеrgoеs a sorewhat lеss рonourюеd arrd elaЬогated сhangе in
сonfradistinсtion to thе rеlation Ьеtwеen him and his mothеr. Cf. Ijvi.Strauss' disсussioа of how, foi the
Iлle' thе systеm of relations in the atom of kinship сhangеs аs a funсtion of .suссtсding phаses of individual
life' (1978:100.)
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Еvei nа tт1atа-rnu?
wherе artiсlе eyеs-your
.Wherе arr youf eyеs?'

Hе blinks.

Evei nс' liga-тnш?
whеre аrtiсle hands-your
.Where аxr yourhаnф?'

Hе puts up his hаnds.

Evei rar ulu'mu?
where aтtiсlе head-your
.}Yhеrе is your head?'

He touсhes his hеad.

Lцisrешssoшewhatbогedwiththisgarnе,surfeitеd'butevеryonеaskshimnеvеrthеlеss.
I doп,t sеr mothers pr"й шъ * йy 

".ьo 
garrю with thеir y.oung сhilфen or babiеs

thouф infanв u." gln"Jй of сuddling аnd loving by фeщ as by all their сlassif,сatoтy

mothеrs *а gruod-otй,.. oo *," whJ1е сhildrеnЪ told tо tiko lp ,&, quiеt or be stiШ'

if thеy рstеr tьеiт шotьй йa l м* yrt to h:ar a yolmg сhild (infant to fouт-years.оld)

u1ь_йy q*'tion other thаn of thе gгееting variety' е.g'

Iлkо ki уei?
go to whorr
,Where arе you going?'

Adi Luisа, thтвe-yeаrs-оld, always asks me:

,TilФ еуei o MаnuеIi?,

stay whеre аrtiсle Mшruel
'Where is Manuel?'

[Мysов,thenеiфyrarsold'whohadatthistimеrеtumrdtoЕnglаnd.]Bцtshenеvеr
follows up on my й*"'' thouф I try to gеt hеr to do so.

11Junetg82',.AdiTitil ia(fivе.years.old)doesnotсomsriфintоthehousewherе
menrrredrinkingуаqon,awhenshесolrestogivеthеrnоneyshеbasfetсhеdforhimto
hеr fathэr. Shе stаnds hсsitаntly аInong thв youngmеo.'iфj o..Ч.b*- of thе гoom'

holding оut her .'* й;;.ыЬorcй ч ьёr й* anа waits ;6ц him to сall her tо hiш.

Whеnshесorestohim[walkinglolou.1|юtеllshеrtodаberс![sitdown!]aodtotila
vаkanшlua|lbеstill!].NеithеrdoеsPiи(sеlen-years.o1d),1oranyofthеotherboys
who have gonс on ;";,-;йds, entег the house direсtly when thеy rеtцгn. Еaсh oпе

knoсks (the doотs #;;;йiJ:: g'thе сold windjand then puts his hеad round

the doот, knеeling *Ъ" ай''"p' If thеy.havе to сomе in thеy сrawl to thе mап to

whomthеy havе to sрa! do nоt walk yp'iфt only Raш Lчi (20 mоnths or so) rvalks

about at will, еvеn й-Б;"' "lo." 
.o thе фvatв aria of the housе and bеhind the шеn

who ше sitting aьovJ thе tаnoa. Hе is mаds muсh of by men a: well as women, seizеd

аnd kissеd at еvеry ;й"*to,. Adi Luisa (aп extraordinari]v lar.ве сhild of two-yrars.

old, sЬtеr to Titilia) is not so advеntцrous oi rathеr is цot allowed to bе. shе's a tоuф

litt1e gir1, spеnds 
" 

й ;i 'i." hitting adults, othеr сhildгетt' 9og'' thтowing stonеs аnd

anything еlsе she 
"* 

iuy ьo ь*os9i чa 
gеnе'raф throwing hч yeiвht around. I hаvе

vеt to sее ь", ,"ьor."rЪy-i"iЪ",ь"' foт 
-tьi, 

ьeйniour bй пеitheт is any othеr сhild
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шless they arэ loгmenting a сhild who Ь very muсh yoщЦeг than they аre (r.g. a threе.
оr forг-yearюld hitting a сhild оf 18 шnths). Childrеn оf еight ю пinе yеаrs old аrе by
riф of being older allowеd tо сhastЬе fiw- to six-year-old сhildren' Adi Luisa walks
aboш at the bottom of room exсha''Еtng blоws and Ьеing сuddlеd by sоnе of thе young
rcа sitring ftrrе; the yotrng шn шаke a fisь mаks as if to purrсh thе сhild aпd thе'lr dтaw
baсk. tJudфg by hеr еnunсiatioп, сlaтity еrc. shе сan talk wсll and сеrtainly
undэтstаnds whаt is sаid to 1юь but iп none of thesr enсountrБ dorБ shе spеаЬ even
when a young mаn addresses a question to hеr.] The сhilфen nevег sееm to Ьe at all
thrеatenrd by thesе шосk displays offorсe.

Thе behаviоur of the yfimg Еen in this exalтrple is very rш:сh thаt of thе сгoss-сousin
vаriety (or of thе mothеr's brother in relation to a vrry young оhild, as фsстibrd abovе) and
thus, whilо thоiт gestures may look aggтessive, thе сhildrэn seеm to be аble easily tо
distinрish thеm from thоsе that are genuinely threatсning.

Adi I,цisa is told сonstаntly by vаrious adulв to dаbе e rс [sit dоrryn] but tаkes little
nоtiсe of this instпrсtion.
3 July 1982 ..' Yormg сbildren rаrеly aсшally spеak to adults althoЦф thеy rmdеrsиnd
spеесh рrfесtly wеll and know еxaсtly whаt to do rvhеn instruсtеd tо do sorrething. For
instаnэr, Мili (thrео-yеаrsоlф сlose to four) is happy to сore and sit on my kneе for
long pсriоds аnd oftсn сalls out my nail}e as I pass hеr in ttrе villagе, to say yadrс [good
mоrning] g moсе lgооdфye] when instrrюted to do so from ilsidс thr hоuse by hсr
mtrhеr. тhЬ kind of instrцсtion is routinеly givrn to сhildren by adults адd older
сhildreц or evеn to adults by onе anоtъэг'

Rаici Tшnд.i Аd,iTаgici, Iслcivi koуa rn,аi.
look fattrer.of Adi Тagiсi, сall him hеre
.I.ооk, thеrе is Adi Tagiсi's father, сall him here.'

This in respесt of iцviиtions to

rnаi IQла" ttшi guna ti, mаi gtlиt;u ущofш
hеrе eat, hsrr drink t€Еl, herg drink kava
.сomе аnd eat, сome аnd dгink tea (oftеn, .have breаldast'), сomо aтld фink kava.'

Мili will nеYrг answrг quеstions out loud, for еxащle:

I.rsu tnаi-уеi nihИ?
retцm fтom-wheтe today
.wh.at have you bсеrr doing today?' (lit..Wheтe did you сome baсk frоm toФy?')

Shе just gаzеs ahеad or at you with enormоus eyes until you make the quеstiоn---оnе that
сan Ь ansrvered by a nod or Ъу dеguvacи [raisф the eyebrows to sфify .yes'], for
exarщle:

Ko qito lеi irаtou rut gone nihlа?
you play with those-ferv artiсle сhildren tоday
.Did you play with the сhildxen today?'

Slю is nоt afraid of ше as soпЕ of thе littlest сhildren aге. Nеithеr is Timосi' but nеithсr
of thоm will сonvетsе oцt loud rrith mе. But thоn сhildгеn агe so rаrеly enсouтagеd to
tаlk with adults; thry are сuddlеd, told to
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dаbе
'sit

ra
down',

instruсtеd to do things

lai sisili!
.gо (and) bathe'

or

|<аtltа ltlаi flII voivoi oqori

bring herе аrtiсlе pшrdаnus bеsidе.you
.bring mе the фiеd parrdanus bеsidе you'

biuta n,a ise|е, mltrvaa, biuta!

put.away artiсlе knifе wound put.away
il"un" ths knifе alonе, you|ll hr.lrt yorrrself, leavс it alone!'

But they аre гаrеly еngщсd in сonvеrsаtion ...
Rstu Lui (19-20 moniй or so) is thе mоst voсal of the youngеst сhildren' I hаve sееn

his шthет talking wiф him wkn tby arе in ttюir orпn kitсhоn but, evrn in thе fondеst

of ш&еrs, this iJ not habituаl mоther.+hild bеhaviour...

Thе othсr niфt I join the woпren аnd шn in thg hall about 9 p.m. ... Adi Amalia hдd

littlе Мili (who is one of thе tiniеst сhildren foг her age [thтeе years old, сlose to fouг]

Гve ever sееn1 seгvьg уaqonafrom the buсkеt that was being used by thе womо.n at thе

lower еnd of tbо тooй- SЬe does this еxtremэly well though very slоwly' 1ryяIking with

tiny litrle steр fromthe Ьuсket aсross thе roоm.to whошеver Adi Amaliа has dеsignated

thе dтhkrf. sье Joе' not sit, сlap politely with сuppеd hаnds. 
"Р. 

t* would аn oldеr

сhild oг авшt sеrvй уaqon'а7 ьш sье goеs dutifully bдсk аnd forth unti1 Adi Amalia

tells hеr that it's tirтe to stop.

By thе timе a сhild is thrее to four years old it has intemalisоd a relation to adults that is

сharaсtегisrd by qure! '"J'ing anс rефкш behavioцr on the pаrt of the сhiid and steгn, if

loving behavior:т oo .ь" рj ы tьe Ьtt or oldеr сhild. Мotюvотo by agr four to five,

сhildrErr havе bеgun to аdoр the polite praсtiсrs of their eldеrs. Until the agе of twеlvr or so

a child is usuаlly litеrally.bеlo*_tr'ui is, smaller thаn_those to u,hom it is subordinatе.

Nevfftheless, a сhild of forrr oт so who hаs begun to imitate the.рlite behaviour of $ults
makes itsеlf еven smaller by walking lolou_itsБoаy ьnt over in the рsturt of rеspесt that is

pтoper as onе movos *ong othй whо are sеаiеd. But the pоstцrе оf a сhild who is

soйwhаt oldеr (fivе to sеvJn1 is likеly to show a mаrkеd aтrd exщgеrated shift into rеspeсt

rvhеп the сhild is ,"qoi,"о to aiproaсh Ьd udd'"'' an adult, evrn one whо is a mеmbеr of the

сhild's immodiate household. 
..iъе 

сhild will berrd riфt ovе.т in walking, or сrouсh dоwn' or

walk on its knees-mаking itself as small as рssible. Four and five-yeаr.old сhildrrn aте

Ьмy being sеnt fтom hоЬе tо housе tо фlivrr mеssages or makr rеqursts so' by aр six or

thereabоuts, thr requirement to adopt this body Postur! whеn appгoaсhiпq oт addгеssing

adults is fтequent as well as routine. Моrrоver' Ьy this age thе сhild is bеginning to

disсriminate аmong adults, suсh thаt mаrriеd men and women шrd eldeIs arе ассorфd a more

"*gg"*tсd 
bodily_deferenсe than arе young men and.womеn_who arе nеvertheless pгoрrly

resрсted, for аny **iorpori,"*ss is tф tо bring forth a sharp rebukе' if not a blow.l'

atiоn of differential stдtus shows us *rat thеy arе in thе

й*o' Ьt .utьg mеaning й of ttreir rеlations with othегs, as opposrd to mеrеly rесеiving it in languаgе or

bеiвg soсialisсd by othсrs.
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oonstiшtrstheсhild,sbodilysubmissignto-9thеrsшrdangеrisiьineviиbleaссompanimеnt;
but whrthrr tt,at аng"r-ЫЫ ;*.t"с 

". "th;;';;y 
it ttrе seш сonstitutes onе's stаtus iп

rclation to others. on" .* сiй *g., oпy йй thЬ of bsset stаtus than onеsrlf.z

4 Condusion

IhаvеfriеdinthisрргtoсonvеysoшethingofthеPrосrssthrouфwhiсhaFij ian
viШager lives his or ьJr Ь'*,ioo. wi*r oЬеrs as a frinоtiоn of an embdied spatiotemрrality;

the young сhild,s mйo, *иш. in relatiоn'tl-й' * ьo еlфrs is physiсally rrшrifest in iь

bоdy рsture *а g"o"iJ comрrшrent чt'';;йЬy 
oj aашв'.йd, so fаr аs one саn tell,

physiсallyplr iп thе;hildъ й" b"dy Th;;йft Jative smallness and its fеwer years in

thе world is tьe rivес'пJarr<eJ its reiativr ;';;йй;.:. Atthe.'same timе, the сhild is also

оonstituting a sense of self as onе .*"*;;'.-т9 "ry: 
ttrе сhild's own еxistеntial

physiсаlity iп relationЪ oйеr сшtorеn ь сЬсiд. With реrs thеrе is the givе-аnd-take of

oоетr сomрtition, oй *iй-"Ы-ъrings ttrй is a1waр the pоssibility that аn awаreness of

sеnioтity may lead.Ь" 
"rо"' 

to enjйn Ь,.,in bеtr'aviour on the yоunger аnd enforсе

сompliаnсе. сшrorcririьo ; "*h 
oЬers, Peеrs.may to assеrt thеmselves оne-up bу

fiфting аnd other -"""-,-iй" сase of *riф' 
hoйеveт, it 1o-' 

to br morе often the саsе

that the youngef .ьiil*й, it for grшrted йТ; ;' she rnust bе sееn to give in to the wishеs

of the eldеr. The dтawing out of this сitr"'"'.", *itьи genсration, brtwе.en the еqual relation

bеtvrеon .*,.-.oo,i]i,.йс .ь" hierarсhy oi.iЬнng, may ье 
Y:j:*.".lжТ"}J. ;i1:

жffi;ffi;:}i;-ffi ffdffiж ii*iй,*,'i, mutцat сompassionate lovе, aпd in

so doing bеф to k,,"; й;ht'*Ь *iry'.g *Jin"*ьuu.tible mediЬ of all theiт rеlations

-нffйтs 
Шved sense of its own spatiotеmргa1ity.i:-fч_'в*r'':,ТТ:#j;: хYT."'

with othеrs. A сnrсia' aspесt of thе pгoсes' 
"r-l"'uiй.ing 

йowledee is. howеvеr, as I have

triеd tо show above, *r,ufй.ь tь. ,putiot"*ЬiJ.;i;;; of thJworld and the relations

within whose *.., ,ь"y are сonstitutеa ,*, i' Ь сotrr*e of growing up, disсoveгеd by the

сhild to be asрсts 
"ii";й;;i;;'ъ;ы*",ь"'" 

in the groupйg of houses veiqаrai'

faсing eасh othеr, th";.i*pй;s balаnсеd Ьй'o"ity in еxсhшrgе, аnd in the abovе-below

аxis that govems *" ot й ioв-д ,p*. oiiolй,.Ь*"ь аnd й]hse hall whenеveт people

sit at thr с1oth to eat, or gather to drink ущoй,,iaugэ,in сorrnсil, io attrnd on сhiefs, oг to

worship' Thus, be o* 
"iiiс 

or adult, *'* ."n," of self is objeсtively rеalised in thе staшs

ассorфd onе,s рsiЁЬ in rglation to others ;; Ь above-bеlow ахis-a position that sееms

thеrefoтr to bе, at aтry givеn timе, proсlai*"oly й"'p*" in whiсh onе fiпds onеself.

oпs, sеe Torеп (1998).
2 Foг furtlrеr analysis ot шe rеlatioп bеtwсen angег and shamе aпd its politiсal iп

a SееToren1199b).
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