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Introduсtion

Weshаllbеglnbydrawingшrшralytiсаldistinсtionbetwееntwofundаmental*u'*"
agine, mutually exhaustive altеrnative сonс;ч;т::.'*3'y"",l"H::""'.r"lТ',-*"J

;Tffi,"iHHH"йй; ,rgво). 
-,ийЫ.*as first dгivеп to apply thеse

сti оns. whiсh ьavе inffi й й'r'l.atiсat mшivati"i: -Ч Чi 311T:'"::1'у}:::-:ff;"ж:i?ffffJIJ.#ffi ;"J;''*;.i'g)T::^:*1.;;:*iTj
ffi ffilllжiHJHЬffi Т;;il;-'i"fi '";J;::,::**:*r}P'ж:'?li

lffffi'.Ti;'}Jj3l"#"ril'ffiЬ.,?ii;s to,,"prising this material, and adding to it in

сolleсtion of ррrs on oсеаniс rеprеsеntаtions of spaсe. 
lmnаrаtive linяuists, thal'.**"#:J,Ж:#:Жffi 

;'fi;#.;еrsia1,йleаstamongсompатativelinфsts,that
Austronеsianlшrguagesаrrdеsсendеdччy;i:ii^т*^:^'::"j*жr""il3#J#.#
жtr#i'fl 'уil1flТ"ж#Т':*l:Т fr ф.;'sion t neеа nш'.'ufiшЬt" thЬ argumeтrt. S o,

f, on indерndoпt ;iй;;;; ;;" ti'o*-Б"*i. ispесifiсaliy Pоlynesian) -}"-gyg--gt"

qonсеpqщ{gin* 9P.aS.e.!g":qgшrg 'ьэ.,.'t 'n.,* й:"шi** tЬ ьoio. for liurma and

тьailаnd, it just mightБdЪ in some '"",.,Ёio a сoшйБц *rouф vеry distаnt, historiсal

basis. In itsеlf this ь 
.йтnй**', й.ь. ь"""1,ч :: T:::::::r"*.j rffI,tr" H1#:;

lБiа"T'iiiТ"H'iJ ;ъffi;##" ;@, or at least t}e сontеxt in

: : . .,u'* 5шu. as
I somе oсеаniс tьgш,tiЪ-"",t'ыy somе arсhaеologisв -"y Чlpф. T

rеminds us. In thе ti,,iй; *"* oi *,"-."чЩ".'*:;i:l*ъ.-*.*:;:*х''lJ*?ii;t?l
r,ЖъT"''}*iжJуtуffi:Hff Ж;"{::il-**т:тж"#,".}"s;:ff :?"жУ;
id"a on the ЬasЬ ы p."ш*й ;"td; й n* n."* ;iй i;*-' thе Philippines or somеwhеrе еlse in

Insular Sorrthсast *,"' н.*"й;; ; rcЬ*ьjy 'i*i,y-"iT:* 
I 

sеrпrs !o mаny that thesе

viеlvs ше геally about tь.l"nt" 
"t 

dispersiontom wЬЪь Pгoto Austronеsiaп may have broken uр inю its

immеdiate dаughв, ,oьtjii;;. rij* ,Ьry ь"y"м the sсор of the prеseш paPer to gо into thеse quеstrons.

In additioц it is to bе *iJ'йJ Ы.. й'r'"'сl ilй"; Asia irюludеs muсh or al' of what' in morе

historiс times has ь*" s"iй Jйi" 1,.", ..в. в"r*Jiйz). This гegiоn.сеrиinly was the homе of Pгoto

Tai and, botlr on tt," groo;Б oi.ь" io,*-lal ьyрйsis and оn independеnt arсhaеolоgiсal grouпds' Б a

muсh.prefeггеd **,* #.й ni"Бi"* "t 
г.". i;;;;Ы;. Thus, Ъn thе view tаkеп hегe and by many

сompаrativЬts, tь" qo",tioi i,,""i 
"йь. 

* ь, *ьu, йo." й t,o,o somerlyheтe in Souф Chiпa ю whiсh pаrt

of thэ Islands' *с m. й".i"' . 
-.f;" 

Ы*р,'ъn of the subgroups of the famiiy.

olаge atd, mittl, |1 у191,
й B.**d" , d.' Rеprеsеttinу sPace in oceania: сu
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whiсh it surfасеs most pаrtiсulаrly, seems to bе restгiсted tо soсieties pгaсtising ThеravЕdаBudфism. And, it is агgued in the paper сitrd abоvr, that pаrt of thе roason for its сhoiсe аsthе drfault, but never sole, rеpтеserttational form has tЬ сo rvith somе vегy pаrtiсulaгсosmologiсal сonсeptual assumptions rvithin Budфism as against Bralrmаnism, йth.having aсommon sourсе iп Indiаn сivilisation. Still, whilst it may wrll Ьe that Buddhism mоtivatesthе prеferenсe foг point.fiеld геprсsentations оf spaсe in lio'-" and Thailand, it has a deеpеrsourсe' аrguably at lеast, indсpendеnt oflпdiс сuitural influеnсes that has not p'"niou,ryьrn
made сlеаr.

That is, thеrв is lr8son to suPpоse that it has dееper roots in the pап Tai, prеsumably PrоtoTai way of thinking аbou! spaсe. For, thе pаn Tai сonсср of mщng (seеl,.ь.* 1980jas therepresrntation of рlitiсal, soсial arrd othеr .domains' arguably goеs baсk to a prе-krdlаnisеd
era in Tai сulfural history, in аs muсh аs it is employed in ыt тai-tarrguages aпd сultures, eveпthоsе аrраbly, though not inсontrovertibly, outsiсe the sсoр of Indiarri,Ъ infl*n"",. i,, -yсаsr, if onе сan сlaim that the сonсept сan be trасed baсk Ь Proto Tai sourсls' thс rеlеvaпсеfоr Austronrsian bесomrs more suggestivе сulture historiсally, just in сase оnе subsсгibеs tothе increasinglу more ассeptсd historiсal linguistiс ьyрtьe.is that ultimatэly тJ аndAustroлasiаn are gеnеtiсally rеlatеd (ttro Austro.lаi hypоiьЪsis_see Bоnediсt rяй1. one ofus (Iэhmаn)' as a linрist sрсialising in thаt part of й world, is largely рrsuadэd in favourof this h1pоthеsis. Howrvеr, геgаrdlеss of thЪt Шnguistiс q*,tion, the-probability of sharеdаnсiеnt сulfurаl influenсes bеtwesn the Tai and Ausйonеsiarr woгlds is vф шд'

Nеvertheless, in so fаr as it apprars on abstгaсt сomputational gгounds, thеre аre onlv two
11щ ЕPа9е, чiz.,-as eitьы poiniнаid'ъГ;
1319-чgrr Pyffd 

.сontailets'. lt is lntеreiting that we havJ no foffiiet nаmeъ;_thrlatrГffiшrneг of ftinffiffifiГ$aсe, but maфе that is beсause it is thе nafural .фfаult, ideаof spасе in hвman с9впi1io-n, ащuably the тnost widоspread the world over (sее lдkoff &Johnson 1980:сhs t5, 16 for a disсussion of ,o*,piuot spaсrs viеrved as соntaineш iпЕпglish; arrd Jоhnsoп |987:22ff. foт vaтiоus- substantivе ,pu"". viervеd as ооntaiпers).Thereforв, the pаrallel bеtweетr Polщesian шd Southeast Asian ways of thinking aьout spaсе
Tuy ь simply aссidеntal сonvergeпсrs' Hоwevеr, the likelihood of sцсh aп aссiфntdiminishеs just in сase one сaп фmonsftate on thе basis of bюad сompаrativе invеstigationyrt to bе цпфrtaken. (not possible given шrт сuпent knowlеdgе about how spiсе i.сonсeptualisеd round thе rvorф that the dominanсе of фnьfield rсprrsеntations is far fromrandoшly distibutеd amongst the world's сultцres аnd lЬguage'. тhl, is a projесt tharneеdsto be pursued. At аny тate, suсh сonsiфrations lеad uJ to-the sесond mоtivation for thеpresent paper.

eviфnсr from within ps!щgч =фLo€PPhy ^Чзl Рзg91l!9!щr.rр*цly*Ёf;1t"ii}l#
aпd, рrhaps mоrе expliсitly, in Giovarrni Bоnnаrф's paрг теgarding Tоnga. Primatily,howeveц Hеrdriсh (ethnographer, сogrritivе sсientist Ыс Ьмйbgй 'o,Ьg rоr sоme
I"ч ч Sаm9a) has produсed mаssivе еviфnсe that suсh an analysis1, ',*".,uryto aссount
|or th9 faс! of the way Samoаns сommonly talk abоut spaсe and ьеЬavе soсially and сulturallyin and with rеgаrd to tltе spaсe they inhabit traditionalф. Herdriсh's eviфnсe and аrgumenьwill сonstitцte thе seсond part of this paprт. It shouid bе obvious that Hеrфiсh has bseninfluеnсed by lэhmаn's work in шаking фnt-field аnalysis his working h1рothеsis. But hehas саггied it muсh farther, and has мсuieа еvidenсe ror it from fаr mоrе domains of soсialand material life in Samoa thаn rver Iэhman did foт Southeast Asia.
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сavrat is тщuirеd at this junсturч. }e fubts 
if anу сulшгal-qyst9Ц-*I"*L199.,9l gдly

lr nther nf thе two wavs of Ёrinkiщ aр-oi{s!ше-быDt.flёlф ".'''"i:^"Y:::;.,'.r,:ъ]rutliiж."ж.Ё;J Б" wiri. see presrntly that

ftiсh hаs to do the sаmе forhis Sапroan с"o. 
"iп' 

*'ч:'1"]:r1.:gч1j:::Т"x'::lжj
:",lffi J:fi Жffi",:ffi ffi;ffi ;;iht';:-ч:.*r;"*ff'1ч1;o?;уf;

c сultЦтоs emphaflse шlr orr{, lt,l'll wrrwtv "-;Б 
**t to фfine that problеmatiсal

""й"r 
gro*с of .Westеm' сulturе (hоwеt

gory), it is obvious a,";;; ordinаry pеоple, say sраt<еrs of ЕngШsh, think about spaсе

сontаinеr, as soпЕшшg Шke a bоx. тr,. u'go:';tЬ tl.':::.т-тж:'jу:"Ж*i
liffi'Ть}i]ffil-"ffJ'".i, -^гiчi.:" ' on" uootr'o, in tеrms of a соnsistеnt
muиtioпralшralysis;";;;;;.iйtion,rity,,iййа,nt::.у,-tr*:i;f;ffiж:Putдtlon8l аnalysrs. ul 9\,trrРФ9 щwвv..+..J ' - 

)Y enсlosing horizоns.
fixed rcfеrсnсe р,n.. tJй-t* tьlntinч of spшe as !ш0е0 ]
rnd,рrhapsmors;;;й;-bj-фi:::::;:l"P.,T}:ч*"J*'#-i,.:i"9;;f;"тs:н*1::.HHffl'i?;;;.;йй;й:::.ffi ::"*'i"'#"J#.whgl€' somethiпg i' й;;;;й;' *ф': i.' . l{--:* :: "i.:}:3###1l *"}
;ж;,1ffiir'Ъ йxТ;;ж* ;iFL пшne pьy'i"al geomеffy seеms to be of

sаrnе kind, whеn we dlJ.*'"rnes almоst. drivетr ,: T:y,:"^"?^ж::х-::""H,JJjJff;
ffiъffi i"ж;J"-Тf,";Ж:";"'J#;йй;,,"йui..i"лlyorientedphysiсsand
пoloEY tlrat we ,u"p' - рii]'i"rа;;; ы'еpr"*"ntiщ -]::r":::#J ^;:у:#

пnоlogy that we aдopт a p{.,lllt-rrЕlg lцщцv. -;;"i;;;"" 
o,t p*tl"t"' ovet timе, Cеrtainly

;;;:;й distаrrсe being dеrived Io' 
ft:

' ordinaгy ЕuсШdiшr n'*" Ей"й ъ Ь"*"*."i"*о -тiж:::1ffi;|;:"чH;:
ffi ffi i.rfl :JH,.;jii"#;;ffi;;й;;tфnt-fi eldсonсеptualisationhiddsnin
as in ttю oldеr Еnglisь 'J"" *ь"," .,.,*igriiшo".'n,'^?:,*"ж1'##}i;

##"HtrtH"-ffiH;":;:.;;;.Y'й-йзl.::'..i-.Pф.lineistltеs|юnest
$Йrce bеtwеаt,*o *iЁ];;;; on шotrЪui Ь.o''t.'''"' "on""рi* "jiж;х:l,;ff 

н:f; J}iHt.';ffi J:#Н;й;;;;;;;Бinfi nitеly.initsdiш''nsions;it
Бсoff еctюsаyttrat'й;i*';;;;йi.ч1ч::уsJ:,-JJ*#"ж;ffffi ;ffi -1fiiЁ#":A., н ;,J"'.;;;й; ; T,:T"gff ж"rtr;.ff#

With all that said, let us prосеed firъt' ,oJJi*:I: Yr:**:-:i:"*rJ'"#
;r *,*"iffi; ff H*lffi"# з;;Ъйi.ti"..oсine oj tt=. гoinьfiеld moфl we

еxpliсiф show how '. i. ii"iЪ"йd*-'':ф::'.т.::-#:*f;;.ъT ff#ff"j
L1.:Fii*,-**;il"};#;;;;;Ьi"iЬс viеw. Put startly, but еffесtivф, с

oint flrld itefitlеs ,po""Ь-ii iopologiсаI ii.iiйi'n"(,!f : I:у:n 
poinl, аnd boundшies

ге dеrivеd as thе adjaсenсy of the сIosurеs.l iiЦi* *:gтr:**y;'ff*,fl:jtr*: dеrivеd as thr aсJaсenсу ur .Lllv 
vlvDщv' vt-l 

эtiпg initial фnt, whilе
int field is infinitg, sаvr as it .сomes up against' the field of a сomp

other points o, onо',,ilй ii*.йl i-' 
"';, ::*Т*' :::YJJ*J:*#**

||1*1Ж"H":iffiffij*;й i,'df ;'..blishes a fieid, аnd sо on тесursively'
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In a сontainсr йerv of sрасr'
аny pоiпt, P, is фfined as
loсated at the interseсtion of
a grtd of direсtional lines
rеlative to boundаries, or
edges, say a horizon. рints'
Р, Q,..., аre therеfore in the
samе spaсе, S.

h a фnt-field viеw, any point,
P or P', defines a field extоnding
in all dirесtions indefinitely, аnd
bоundaries, as in the сase of thе
йshсd line o-b, ffe фfined
eвsеntially by the symmetriсal
ovrrlap of adjaсent fiеlds. Fiоlds
аrе tщologiсal neiфbouгhoods,
аnd in general evеry рint is in
the neiфbourtrood of еvery otheг
pоint. Hоwevеr, only сertain
points definе pгagmatiсally
mеaningful fiеlds, so that аll othеr
рints not on a boundаry
are taken as defining fiеlds
proрrly сontained in a prinсipаl
field, heтe фfined by P аnd P,'
Points in the tegion of a
boundаry may bе taken as
simultanеоusly in bоth (all)
adjaсеnt fiеlds.

Figuге 1; Spaсe as (A) a соntainег, with рints defined with regard to boundаriеs that arе
axiоmatiс, and as (B) poinьfiеlds, with boundаries dегivatively dеfined as theorеms.
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RеviеwofSamoandata;thеpоint.fiеldsystеmasdominantinSamoa

Еаrlier analyses of Sаmoш spatial systems hаve workеd within arrd fтom thе assumptions

a biпary strЦсturalist й;й;l. ь ьl* ьooк. Sа]а.,iluа: +-|ry:у::Р^::::"!':"'?]
'J,;;ffi;;;Ы'pat'д systeпrs f-oсusing on thе yjllaвe spatial organisation in

of binаry dualisms. Alй (199i) and Duranti (1994:60) *"* 
T:,:':'.*"--TT,::

,ijilЫJfr".^*i,ь.iьo*'s spatial analysis. This was later followеd by a ге-

of tb spаtial datа by sьorе (rqgb, аnd llerdтiоh and Clark (1996) 
::':::Т:Р:".*

йii*"ffi;йiм"r of thо Samоarr spatial syst€m is inсo.mpletе and that mаny

of Sаmoшr spatial *eй'йo; and tlrirrkiпg 9* b. оssсrlь| yrч:,P:'::;:ч,TY]
refers to it as a ."o,ййpь"'y modrl' оi .сonсеntriс modrl', whilе Allеn са]ls it a

;#;"ЬБ'rro*"n9ittisiйрrtaп,^'*Р1-."^g11::*""'*:::::"*:T':""'ж
neаrmakingеxpliсitthеdistinсtivefoгmаlproрrtiesofspatialсonсeptualisation

,olvеd, as betwеrn рint fields and сontдinеr spасes.

Еvrn with this rесognition wr find that tьerе is still a tеnфnсy i" b:f.s}:-:"Yi^13]'?;

aтrd Allоn,s (1gg3.z+7) work ю ф to salvage aspeсts.of thе eаrliет binary strцсturalist

sis. Whilе Shоrr aтrd Allen may be сorrеюi that a binary analysis сannot be entirеly

wе will аrще hеre tr'uiйЬьt-fiе1d modеl aсcounts for more Samoan data than

rer Shorе or Allеn havе гесognised.
Shore (1996), ro, 

"**piu,-irr 
ш* rе-analy.sis argues that Samoans,:^i 

ч:'":"::*:
.P"й ;йls,. the binary^struсfirralist -'a"t of spaсе for linеаг villages, аnd a сentrе-

рriphery or соnсеntriо moфl that is a сontinuous, 
igгad€d', .аnalogue' system for сiтсulaт

villagеs. We will disсuss the issue of trvo altеmative modеls towаrd thе еnd of thе paрr.

Here wе will шrn our attention to thе issue of the linрistiс rеpгеsеntation of thе point.fiеld

moфl. hr arguiпg why eаrliеr аnalyses missеd or unйr-described thе presеnсr of the рinь

field moфlhe arguсs that,

ThеuseofsuсhgradеdsymЬoliсformsisapproфatеforроplewhotасiфshшеthе
sare genеral pеrsрсtivе, suсh as rrembers ot u 

"Ъ*oo 
hoцsrhold or village aпd those

whosоmutualoгiепtat iondoеsnоtrеquirееxpl iс i tverbаlforшulat ions.(Shorе
1ф6z275'l2

And,

Whilеsuсhaсonсэntriсsсhеmашaytderivеdfromobseпringvariatio-11inSaшoan
behavior in tk 

"шag;, 
it i, not, lфuistiсally sраking, a well+oded pub'iс model for

Samoаns. (Shorе |996:Z72)

Hе firrttrеrmore stаtеs that,

The lеss artiсulale Ьut сleaгly opеrativе сonсentriс model is mоre of a .taсit сultural

modеl, that is aсted upon ind-rеprеsentеd spatialiy but not linguistiсally. (Shorе

1996:215)

our daи will shoтv that this is not the сase, that, in faсt, there шe numrrous linрistiс tеrms

that rеflесt thе рint.field struсture шrd the сonsequetюes of su$ a system are a matt:r Чf 
duy-

to-dаy and eveп 
"ffi;й 

legаl disсourse. We bеlieve that earliеr analyses projeсtеd a binагy

Wе set aside for ** oьuйБ!-sdlБ ,*ь Ы *ьy сo oшer soсieties whiсh have members belongiпg ю

сoпшrrоn housеhоlф, viЦagеs, and who have а .muпrаl oriеп1а{oп' ч 
'h*."_ч.,r:":Т"*j:*

сoпсеpts? Aпd, afteг all, wiat soсiеty doеs not hivе.mеmbers who bеlоng to a соmmon housеhold, membеrs

who belong to a соmmon village, аnd mеmbегs who havе .mutцal oгiсnиtion'?
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stпrсtшralist modеl onto the data leading to an unфrdеsстiptiоn of thе pоint-field сonсepшal
systеm bесause it did not еasily fit within thr binary pаradigm to whiсh investigators of that
theorеtiсal рrsuasion werе attuned.

f Thе рinьfiеld mоdrl сan be reprrsrпted as a point with а sеries of vесtors (pоssibly

\ intinitety mшry) radiating outwаrd (Allen 1993; tler&iсh & Clаrk 199б). Thе field еxteтlds
/ out indefinitеly arrd .bоundатiеs' within srrсh a s}istem аre not a,хiomatiс but аrе deгived as

| тebtiorrships betwеerr рints. Thе ,spаce bеtwееn' poiпts is аLwaуs in contention аnd is

|thеrфrе аfoсas of аttеntion, Wе find that рint-field moфl сonсeptiоns (рints, radiшing*veсtшg, 
[aгms or rayв], and the соnсept of the .spасe between') are not mеrely dетived fтэm

obsеrving vаriations in Sазnoаn behaviourbut are highly lехiсalisеd in the Samoan lаnguаgе.

2.| |Й4 ?oint'

Therе is шr emphasis in the Samoаn lexiсоn on фsсribing things and boundaries in spaсe
in terms of a poiпt ot |nаIа, kr additiorr to .рint' mдаа ь|so meаns ,eуe,,,faся,,.boundаry or
dgе', .оutting еdge,, .bladr', .spring (of water)', .mesh in a rct', .glаsses', a namо given to
сеrtain styles of сoзnmuпal fishing, аnd the most pгominent point of аn absсеss or boil (Praш
L89З :2I2; Мilnеr |966:134).

Thе usе of the term пьаtаfor e}.r сan litсгally mеаn аn еyе, but it is also сommonly usod as
a way of talking аbоut рints. For instаnсe, Ilerdriсh аnd Clаrk (1996) in showiпg that the
Samoаn villще саn be фsсribed in terms of a рint аnd veсtors, quotе Samoаn Hiф Talking
Chief Tuaolo Ьmоо of Рago Pago who еxpliсitly stated that the mдIаr or villagе сentre is
сonсeivеd of starting out fтom аn .lye' oг рint.

Nrxt, сonsiфr a seтies of сomрund words that use the tеrтl mаta. First' Мilner
(1966:136) фfines thе tеrm mаtdgdluegа as a seсtion or depаrtmсnt. 

.We gеnеrally сonсeive
of seсtions or depаrtmenв as wеll-Ьounфd сontaineгs, but foг Sапroаns it is literally a пuаttl
.1юint' of work , gf,Iuеgа., , фat is' not a plасе in rlvhiсh work is done, but a point from whiсh
work еmаnаtеs. Variоus govеrnment offiсes and Cathоliс pаrishes in Saпrоa arе refепed to as
mаtdgdlaеgа. For examplе, therе is the Mаtdgdluеgа l-еoleo .рliсe departmеnt', шtd
Mаtdgdluеgа o EIееIт, Fuаgdfаnuа? ma Si,osi'o||ul8tl.Dеpаrtmеnt of I.aтrd, Survey, аnd thе
Еnvironment.,a Relatеd tо this, is the Еnglish phrase .quаrtеr of thr wind', this is normally
сonсеivеd аs a well-bоunded segшent of spaсе, but in Samоаn the trrm is mаtdm,аtаgi or
pоint of thе mаtagi.wind'.5

3 д [anа) sшrvey is, of сourse, 8 mаtt€r оf estдblishiпg Ьoundaries by shoodng anglеs from points. The Еnglish
word .survеy' qnphasises the boundагies, аnd thе angles shоЬ ard has thе sense of .to examine or look аt in a
сomprehensive way' (Мoгris |976|295). The Saпюan termfuаgffanис liвrally вeaтsfuлgо (ю mеasuгс)
rhe fаnuа (|alф' Fuлgа Ь фгived trom filа whiсh iп addition to meaning .to mеasuге' alsо meaпs .to

prоduсе furit, to pгoсееd from, to oгiginatе, arrd to Ьegin' фаtt 1893:163). As a noun it геfеrs to fruit'
flowегs, seеds, eggs' and spawn offish (Pгaш 1893:163). So the ernрhasis for thе Samоan tегm is on things
that are essentiаlly poinfs of origiп.

n srpргting evidrnсе for thе point сonсфt Ьeing usеd in this way сomes from the teгm gйrи whiсh hаtt
(l893:17l) defirрs as a vегb meaning .to makr hеadqusrtеrs' to сoшю to onе poiпt from diffеrеnt plaсеs'.

5 Thе сlosс гelationship Ьеtwееn рints and thetermfuа is again aРParrnt whеn one notеs that a synonym for
lttаtfunatаgi Ь fuаmatвgi whiсh is definеd by hatt (1893:164) as .to Ьegin or сoIIlе from wheпсe thе йnd
сomes, to sail before the wind'.
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аn еxtenфdfamily under the head ship of amаtаi.сhief is arnatd,digс. Thus, it
.^ ^^.^ааьroIlrr

lii;fr":,i3li, *#?"i "*ы 
(mаtаi)arrd еxtепфd family (mаа'aigа) аrr сonсeptually

to фnts (Мilnеr 1 9бб' i;; йб. ф .сoi.lч"::-'..g*:';^ч;Tlg1i'l,*il;ll
:;#Hffi.; Б сonсeivеd of as a poiш being referred tо ъs паtdfаi.oi (Мilneт

13б). And therе is tь. t"'., йiaitа,deflnфby Мilner (1966:t37) as a veф mеaning to

l4 diтесt, govеrn'.
Rrrthеrmолe, аs noted abоvе thе terп ftlлtа сan mrап boundаry ?:"u':'#*,:5}*.j'ffi'#;x"#й*^'" 

or boundаry of a plarrиtion' па|frfagаДach'
.a рint of land **lng oot-й the'lagоorr,йd у:уY:::::.*tr'*}:i*:

ffii;:Ё]H#;"^ ;;il.'r." i"'ьI, .ь' Ъй,agс is .bay', utu is . aditсh' аnd rz utia is

grassyаrra,.Bound*ъ;;Ъ;.ъ;;"i".dT-.a*.T]Y*:11}i-"l*i;Х]]i'l;''ll
i]Ё'l; #;#ffi.,-сo*дn* suсh as й ьusь or bay_.poinь of interseсtiоn of

,

ffiТ# not warrant шr arralysis оf all the сomрund terms based o1пnI*, but seе

A.

пoа (Centrэpoint'

з50).

Inaddit ioпtothоtrrmпаtaforфnt,thereisasрсif iсworФ.noа'whiсhтeferstoa
rtral point or a point t; БЫdli oi'"*"tьinч;,f:::lтч,1:*}ж#: уЪ:;

;?"ГjЁж;#,.j#";'' 
.saстrd оentrr,. In addition, onr саn sраk of fi,оа o le аuаIа

сrntre of the тoad,, rnoа, o lе potu.thr сentrе of thе room' I maа o '{:'-" 
,,P: :::::: ||:T#;:T,';;;,;1.t," .Ъn* of thе bеdтoom', moа o le avaпoа .the соntre of thе

,. Fоf instanсe, it on. *йЬ of a blшrk piесе of.paрr 
"': 

'"y.9l1'-!:':::'':

;;. ТlJЖ,il*, -",y.'"''"*ng likе Fа,аnoIеmoIZ, aumаi sе pеni fаi sе fa'аiloga i Iе

o Iе сt,аttoа, .Pleasе' ',r* 
" й"ir шrd mаke a yаrk { thе'сen- у :f.lт.:"pT.*.,. ,.^^-

ж:ж#*Т#i.; ,"fo to a сeпtral poй t*ut"а at the so1аr plеxus on onr's Ъody.

latedto this is thе iаеu u'g*JьyForsyth tьЬ sаmoan |ауIлsеа,{r"ry!уT^"T}1:::::
ЁжloъНffi1;.3ii;.J".Jlt Б hr:mаn body as having a seriеs."|^:y:9
ints loсatеd at intrrvals running veтtiсаlly along thе сentre оf the body (Fоrsyth 1983:181'

L3 mаga .The intrrsесting point'

Мilnеr (196б:t20) somеtimes glossеs mа8а asthe .spaсe b":*y"' twо inteтseсting linеs'

for exаmple, mаgalйЪ tь":*pu"", ,,uJ,*""o thr fingeгs', but that gloss is sliфtly

inaссuratr. Instead, basсd on сoвsultation with a 1аrgе пumbeг of Samoarrs and somе of

Мilner,в оthеr usеs ot й" i",'o, rve find that it is morе aссurate to фfinе it as tho point whrre

two lines intrшeсt. Foг rхample ' mdgаfdis Ь .fоrk in thе road whетe two гoads intеrseсt'

(Мilnqr 196б:120). lt on. ьu.Ъ рiniйс radiating vrсtofs, then given the inteтsесtion of any

two of thеse vесtors one has amаgа.
A тelativеly lзrgе numbeг of-terrrs inсludе f|Iлgа to deчri-b.interseсtions that Еnglish

spеаkers usually ig.o,* вy way of 1аmptе therеls mаgdlimа.the point at the intrrsесt of

two fingers' ,.ogаn'i 
,tье polnt at thе йуrseсtion of two |ors', mЙgаmлgа .having many

foтks,, rnаgdпшti.poiш йt*еen the buttoсks ' , rnЛgаvai .tributагy or branсhing strеam' . Thе
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idea of thе .spaсе betweеn' should be rеserved for the word y6 whiсh wе will disсuss below in
dstail.

2.4 'аvе 6Rsy, tentaсle, aгm'

As аrguеd by Allen (1993:261) and Нrrdriсh аnd Clаrk (1996) a рint-fiеld modеl саn Ь
rеprеsentrd by a рiпt with vедtoгs or rays. Thr trmr ,аve i3 dоfinеd by Мilnrr (1966:39) ш
bеing .a ray suсh аs a sunbеаm oг thе tentaсle on аn oсtopus'. It саn also Ье lоosоly usеd ю
пrsаn аn .аrm' of somеthing. The teшl ,ауеаIl.llюans .gtаrfish, andfetil or.stаrs' аre alsо said
to have ,ауе. The tЕnтrl can * applied to vittuallу anу raу or arm-like vector уфecting fюп
sоmе сentral poiпt оr region.

Iп Samoa one finds that imagеs аnd objесts with rays arе very populаr as design motifs.
Desiрs using patterns of rays аnd starJike imagеs dominate Samоarr fabriсs, tаtаu andmаIu
.rnale and female tаffoos', siаpo.tapa сloth', and stonеwork arrd stained glass in сhuгсhеs.
Chuгсhes алe fiчuently na:тred аfter stаrs with expliсit emphasis on their radianсе. g;amгles

inоlude сhurсhоs with names suсh as Fetd o h Moanа.Star of the oсeаn', Fetd Аo Ptlpulа
.BIiфt Мoming stаr', and 'Аve o Iе Fеtd Аo.Rаy of thе Мorning stа''.6

Turning tо thе hurnаn bоdy' Samoans bеliеvо that there is an organ loсated at a рint along
thе соnhе Шnе of the body bоtween |lrc moа аnd navеl known as the to'аlа that is believrd to
bе a .lifе sourсe' ( МсPhеrsоn & МсPtrегson 1990:168_169). It is desстibed as bеing likе a
.сlosrd fist аnd is maф of an unsрсified numbeт of tenисleJike fingеrs, ,а1lе ...' аnd it is
also likenrd to a,fе,e' or .oсtopus' (MсPhersоn & МсPhersоn 19Ф:169). MсPhешon and
МсPherson (199eш9) tell us that, .In its сorreсt рsitiоn it ensures well being. Illnеss oссurs
whвn, usually after вn exсess of сsrtаin sorts of aсtiviц it oрns шrd using iь tеntaсlеs iike
an oсtopus, п}ovos about the body'. Еealth is rеstoгеd when it is теturnеd to normаl position,
usually thlough massagР (МсPheгson & МсPhersоn 1990:169; sее also Cox t997z404t).

As nоtеd above, bоils аrе said to have mаta, but this is not a сompletе dеsсription of theiт
structurе. In addition to an eyе or pоint thеy are also сonсeivеd of as having тaу ot ,аve.

Iп addiЁon ю ftе еxpliсit sспsс of .гay' fоr thе word 'сve, Мiln€r (1966:38_39) irюludes two othg basе
фfinitions alоng with nurrrrirous (н19) dеrived terшs, соmрunds words, phrases, aпd prоvегbial
еxprеssiоns thаt usе 'аvе as a rool Тhе uйеtiyiag seпse of thrse t€гms inсludes the struсhrrе of a ray; a
dirесtional path оr line pointing fum otю оbjесt/sиtе/sиgе, сonсeivеd оf as a рint, to anotheг рint. Spaсе
oф рrmits fivе ехamplеs аs fоllows:

Firstly, 'сve has thе sепse of to .give', or to .Иkе' sоmething to solDeone. So, оne соuld say'
Peti, ,ave Iе meааi iаTavitа..---> B"шy, рkе thе food tо David.
If Bеф and David аге рints, thrn the path from Betty to David сan be сonсeivеd of as a гay.
Sесondly, 'аvеhas the sеrrse of .driviпg' somеthing.
,Ауe Iе tа'aуale. ----> Drivе the сar.
If onе is driviцc sometlring, orre is going from ore point to another along a path whiсh' again' сan bе
thought ofаs a ray.
Тhirdly' 'avеhas the sensе of .ressengеr'. And a messeщеr is someoпe who иkes somethiпg from onе
peБon to anoфеr and has to tгavеl a path whiсЬ again, саn Ье сonсeivеd of as a ray.
Fourthly, 'сve has the sеnsе of .sрeadiщ' like гumorшs spгeading. orю сan imаginе multiplе rays
sprеаding from onе рint tо mаny оthсг рints, and so orь
Fifthly' 'аvеhas the sense оf .bесoпring' (or gгоwth). This is fouпd iп the trrms mеаniвg .bесoшing', a
.stagе in a baby's gгowth', ard thэ sеnsе of .a fruit.bеaring stalk of a bгead-fruit tее'. I{еrе, if one has
аn initial poiц then the raуs гadiating from it гepгesent growth or bесoming ovсr timе as they eхtend
out.
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and МсPhers on {l99o:229) tell us that the treatment foт сertain types of boils is to
.from thе ртiphегy tоwаrd the сеntre ... tо breаk Ihе'аve' oг.tеntасles'', whiсh hold

in plaсe аnd prevеnt dтainage'.

rd Thеspaсebеtwееn'

is a well-known phrаse in Sа:noan, Tеu le vd, whiсh сarr be trarrslatеd as .to tеnd,

or фсoгаtе thе rclatiоnship or thе spaсe bеtwеen [рople]' (Shore |97.1:|6|'

iiо; uurаnti 1981:29-30, |997.343' 345; Мдego 1998:81-84}. We bеliеve that the
pt оi ud or .thе spaсo bеtrvеen' iв a diмt сonsrquenсe of having a spatial вy.stem based

йnt' шrd their assoсiatеd fields. This is bесause soсial, politiсal, шrd land tеnure

"а-i"* 
aтe фrived from relationships between points rathеr thаn from шiomatiсally

boundariеs. Rеlationships betwеen роple (сonсеived as points) are, if not wеll

subjесt to potеntial сhаnge. Ilenсe boundдriеs in Sа:тroa have a built-in аnd

3nis€d рt""tiлЬ shift relativеlу frequсntly. It is тeсoрisеd that onе hаs to tаke саrr to

Ъ vа м сultivatе relationships or .thе spaсe bеtrvеen' сarefully for this is what will

determine whеre thо Ьоundаriеs iп tlю ,spaсe bеtwеen' will fall.?
uкe tЬ оonсept for .point', the idea of .the вpaсе betwеen' is a hiфly lеxiсalisеd сonсePt.

Мilnеr (19бб:310) tells us,

woгds Ъrginпing with ydi- or уаi- apprаI to be сomрormd, сonsisting of vd followеd by
ttrе pагtiй ; wйь is itself follorrled by anothеr basr. Thеy usually denotе an interval or

intйeniщ spaсe Ьtwееп two plaсes оr rvrnts or a fеatuгr of suсh intеrval.

few ехaтnples from Мilner (19б6:31o) аnd oцr Samoan сonsultants аге worф |Lkevdi,аigа

:frеshmеrrt servеd between two meals', vditаIo .the intеrval bеtween taтo plаnts', vdivаo

foфеst sepamting two villages', vdinu'u .thо spасе betrveen trvo villages,, vdnui ,the

l Ьеtтveen сoсonut tгees', vdili.mа .thе spасе betwееrr fingers', vdiуае .the spасе

lер or toсs'. As with mаta, spaсе doеs not permit a full аrralysis of all the vd tsгms

е Appendix B foт more).
Tъе Ъonsеquсrrсе of a фnt-fiеld systrm and thе emphasis oп maintaining spaсr or

ionshiр йt*o', pоinв is fаr.reaсhing. In Sаmoa thеte is сonstаnt awаIrness of оne's

се in spасе relative io others, sеe Durarrti (1997). And, for exапrple' when one is pгovidеd

opрйni.ty to sрak in arry kind of a publiс forum оne of the first things that is usually said

a iракer is,Fi,аfetаi mo le аlаttос', literally .thank yoy fo19: spaсe' (again, thе spaсе

q*ition bеing сonсeived of as a gap or inteгval (Мilnеr |9(fi:37)).

3 Boundariеs

с"*,а"""g *'.t dм Southeаst Аsia makсs шuсh usе of a рiпt.field сonсеptuаiisation of щaсе, it is

worth noф thе way Burmеse spaсеs .Ьеtwееп'. In ЕngtisЬ it s€еms, for iпstaпсe, that a .vаllеy' is a spaсе
.in iь own йфt', in faсt oftеп dйn64 Ьy a stгеam rшппing dowп along it" bounded, of сourse, by hills. But in

Buгmеse, a valley Ь just tаunт-сa.'.а sеpатaЁоn (сa, .to fall bеtwеen') of mountаins'.
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well аrvаre of hоw Samoшs view boundаries. Thе leasе was nеgotiated ovеr a numЬr of
years with five Sшnoan villagе сounсils. Thе park has intеmal boundаries tlrat arе to bе usеd
for dесiding horv thе money is diviфd among thе mеmbеrs of thе villages partiсipating in thc
рark. s/ith тegard to thеsе boundarirs the leasе expliсitly says,

Payrrюnt of rепt from thе trust aссount shаll bе rnade only to thоsе landowвеrs who: а.
гeaсh agгrelrюш (sоlеly fоr the purpоs€s of thе Natioпal Paтk) with neighboring
landownеrs as to thе boundariеs of thsir lаnd within the park. (Us. DOI/I{PS I99,I:212-
13)

Notе that thе bоundaries аxr not set by the National Pаrk, oг by thе villagе, and therе is no
refеrenсe to offrоially rеgistеred land parcеls desigrratеd in a plat boоk' Ratheц nеiфbоuв
have to agfe6 on what аrе еxpliсitly temporary boundaries. It is probably nо ассident thв
besidrs mаtа anothех Samoan woгd foг boundаry, tttd,oi, also means .neiфbur'. In additioц
the one other lerm for boundаry is tаpalа'а' made up of tаpu'.to forbid', ald lа,а,.to step'.
Bat tаpu has a tеmрrary sensr to it in that traditional tаPu or taboos werе nоt сonsideтеd to
bе рrmаnеnt (Shore 1989:154-156).

And, in dеsсriЬiщ Sаmoаn attitцdеs toward moral behaviour, Shore makes similr
observations сonсеrning boundаries. Shore (1982:118) reports that, .In a well oгфred village'
|ife is mаopoopo (we17 oтdered), arrd the lives of its гesiфnв arc puipai (protесted oг literallу
..wallсd in'') by сustomагy institutions'. But thеse laws are not to bе sеen as аxiomatiс
boundаries. Shore (1982:118) sаys that .No boundary is' howеver, intеnфd to pгovide aп
absolutе limit on behavioг'. What is primаry is the idea of thе world as аn indefinitо fiеlф
Shore (1982:119) states that"

Iяws and rеgulations funсtion in Samoan bеlief as the dignified оцteт limits оr
соnstraints on bеhаvioг, giving a moгal shape to а world that is otheгwise sa'oloto (frв,
or unboшd).

There is furthеr evidenсe fоr the tempоrary natuгe of boundariеs and their traditional
deрndenсе on thе relationships bеtween рoplе. Firstly, when thе US Naval Adшrinistration
in Amоriсшr Samоa сrcated thе Registrar's offiсe in ls0, making offiсial surveying and
rеgistering of land рssiblе, few Samoans were interestеd beсausе it was rесognisеd thш
fixing the bоundаriEs would take out the flеxibility in thе system (Chaгles Ala'ilima рв.
сomm.). Traditionally boundaгiеs were (аnd to some eхtent still are) denoted by rows of nld
|Cocos nucфrа|, poumuli, |Securinegа tleхuosа], (sometimеs expliсitly markеd fа,аiloga
wiф аn .x'), oг with тoоk walls that frщuently аmount to littlе morе that a single сoursе hiф
line of roсlrs. Tгaditional boundаriеs involvе a relatively low investment of еnergy aтrd thеу
do not in аnd of thеmsсlvеs physiсаlly сonstгain !юсess to аnd movement betwееn pаrсels of
land.

Today, however, duе to a legal preсedenсе (reсognising adverse possession of lаnd) madс
in the Amеriсan Samoan westеm-stylе land сourt, and the rrturn of off.island eduсatеd
Samoаns with individualistiс valuеs, the survеying arrd registration of unтegistегed familу
сommunal land has bесome muсh more pоpulaг (Stover I99a' $*). In addition, iп
Amегiсarr Sаmoa рople arе beginning to сonstruсt vеry substantial сhain link fenсes and rосk
walls to fiк boundаries.

But this building of fenсes and walls and registering of land is highly сontrovrrsial апd
сontentious. It has сrratеd сonfiiсt in villages and is a mаttrr of expliсit disоussion in terms of
how this doоs away with flexibility arrd nеgotiation in the rеlationships of neiфbouгs.
Herdriсh Was prеseпt at a sеries of leсturеs (and ensuing disсussions) givеn by Samoan
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Мalаma Меlеisеa bеtwеen Novembrr 20 аnd 22, |99.I at the Ameтiсаn Sаrroа

пity сoilege. Wе сaпnot prеsent the еntiтe disсussion here,-but 
ч"':]l'.T]*^T

a 3аmоаn-student told to thе сlass, шtd two impo*arrt сomments madе by Меleisea at

2I' !9'7lесштe. Fiшt, thе stuфпt relatеd the following,

WеhadaproblemwithinourvШagе.onеhighсhiеfwanвdtohu:9hislаndreasurеd,
йЬ bt's j* suy thаt шy family iшrd ъ a el€at big pаn of trе vill,agе and thеy didn't

*й * to 'u'',"y it bесause tt,ь.i' go*u ь tuьtьg tь: lчd у orrr family lФ чd P

"ш"g" 
l*d. .da tьy, instэаd ы Ёuьg us staiф, * щryg ч high сhief of what

is snna Ьe donе, tьJy i*t ret wittt й'*"tuo' And our hiф сhiеf didn't еven tell

tfum that we wrre g*Ы '*u"y thэ lаnd for this reason oт that rеasов. They just пotiсеd

frоm a lrаk within-;i*,;* kinda uke inforrтration lrakrd out. Thе village kinda

Jot-toe"th"' and hаd * *tьc withзrrt ч rерesеnиtiоп. It's like thе villaр coшсil is

йk" й housе of гeprеsеnи{vеs is in the gЬvemwnt, having kiвda likе hаving eaсh

tamity тщrasentеd. 
.дnа 

without orш famiГy being тщresentеd.Ч"y.ooз" a сhoiсе of

,toppiog Ь ..,*"y аod trird to kiсk out or тeplaсr оur high сhirf with somеbody еlsв.

That should пot bc thefu сonс€rn.

Меleisеa теsporrdоd
.We 

hдvе a sirnilar сase in ollr fаmily. The family is trying to Put a huge fenсe aroчnd

taditional faпily lands. Sore of thе сhiеfs дp яgаinst it. Yo1r саn't do thаt...You

саnnоt fеnсе tйitional 1antt thе way yoц havе it, pаrtiсulаrly in the middle of the

viuage. Beсausr when yоu do it, it il vеry sym'boliс of all other things. If еvеrybody

doеs it thе villagе bесoпрs a suburb.

And,

Тhere п.ill always bе these fееlings abоut land. We're not just tаlking аbоut

gеogaрhiсal sрсе' It's the va o ,oе-mас'и [Thе rеlationships you чd шэ.)

it',-dю rеlationships. Thеy аre vеry сoщliсatеd. Thеy аre hЬt9riсal, psyсh9lфчal'

i*йpи'."r' basеd Ьn рoa"', ьasеd Ь1aП sorь of things. So ttв single thing of putting

i tйJ tЬэrе has t,"."id*' impliсations on thе Sаmоan сonсеPt o| spaсе.. !а tgуuiа,.

[thе rеlationship bеtwееn prohiЬitions or tаЬoоs] Yd fa,ааtoаIo,-[thе relаtioпship of

'"'p*t] Vd o Ё tuagane rй le tuффrc' lthe rеlatioпship bе1wеen Ьrothеr апd sistеr] o

Iе уa o_Iе mеa leа й t" ."oleс lйjrehtionship bеtwееn this thing and this thiпg]. You

"* 
ul*uys ащuе that Sаmоans will iвsist *. thu}p,' tlYt :oo..Pj of vd, teu Iе уd"

Еveryboф еxisв beсause thеy lnow what ttрir rеldlonship is to ttrat p€rs-on чq. thi'

йй й tьut ottrеr ргson. Ьd *hеo yoч PuЬ bаng, riф in thе middlе of thе viПage'

i fenсe, all frоsе relatioпships arе quеstionеd.

Anothеr exаmplе has to do with a mееting Hеrфiсh had with his larrdlord who hаppens to

bе a Hiф Chief. Тhe mееting took plaсe ar the Hiф Chief s housе whiсh is on a dirt road.

Ilеrdriсh notiсеd that woгk ьaс ьgtn on levelling it, aпd nеw сiпdеrs hаd beеn put down.

Her&iсh mеntioned this to the I{igй Chiеf saying, .looks likе thеy аre finally improving your

road'. He said,

yеs, they are, аnd they arе gоing to tar seal it as well, but thеy have not сontaсtеd me and

Ььс йy рrmission. t'й noi happy aЬut that; Pаfr of thе т9ad is оn my lаnd, my

bounмry goes right down thе сеnйi-of thе road fmoа o lе аllа1а7. They аrе c9ing !o
. hаvе to 

"o.р"o,nt' 
шс bесausr onсgthеy tar sеal thе road that mеans I u,ill not bс ablе

to сhange tь" ьоu"aary

ln other words, the way he views it is that the moа o Ie аuаIа is onе of his Ьoundаries, but

it is just a dirt гoad аnd аs long as it тemains so it is рssible to сhangr the loсation of thе road

and dе fаcto cЬalge thе boundary of his lшrd. But if thе road is improved and maф
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рrmаnent, sо is his boundаry, not a dеsirable thing from thе Samoan point of view, bесause it
сuts оut (or at least mаkes more diffiсult) thе possibility of expanding onе's boundаries аt a
lateг datе.

4 Rsolшti,оn and сonсlrшiоns

Wе believе wе have shown quite сlеаrly that.ф.е*р!ц1-'fiеld -.9*l,qf*sяsd,-Le.P-{9s9ц!a!ion
is, сontгаry to Shшe's eаrlier staterтюnts, rl:]g"{с.зlised systеm. Wе аrе пow in a
position to disсuss thе issцe of аltеrnativе ййek, in 1iaпiёuiаr tБe рint-fiеld modеl vs. the
binаry moфl that uses suсh tеrmя as .front' and .baсk'. First' it is impоrtant to notе that in
аnу langaage fтoпt/bасk have siтnilаr еquivoсatiоn built in. Tаke Еnglish: in one view the
futцrе is .in froпt' of us [still to сome]; in the opрsed but equally сolloquial viеw, the sаme
fututэ is сoming oп .behiпd us, in thе sense tlrat it is .yet to сome' whilst the past has alreaф
gonr оn .atюаd'. Тhе first yiеw we сaп саll (тather pтovisionally) a sоrt of Sиtiс or Plaсement
viеw, rvhilst thе sесond is a sort of dрamiс or mov€ment view (sее Iэhmаn fort}rсoming arrd
iв apрndiсes). Мoте сorrесtly statrd, howwer, let us сall thе first view that in whiсh .I'

(sраker or referеnсe prrson or objeсt) moves throagh tеmpоral spасe; thе sесond has thе
passagо of еуents move астоss thе layоut qpare of l}eгsoпs' objeсts and so oп' more сorreсtly,
thтouф the asрсtual state spaсe. on this сonsffrrсtion, the two views or ртsрсtives аrе
stiсtly сomplemеntаry, in faсt nесessarily entаil one arrother!

For instаnсe, it сould be the сase that on the onе hand, so to sрak, .front' impliсatеs the
initiat position, viz., the сentro, or the foсus for a layout of spaсе, say of objесь on a
сosmologiсal basis or, еquivalепtly, a basis of сosmiс prioгities. on the othеr view (a
pragmatiс or praсtiсal view), of сotшsе, onr proсееds fтom сentre towаrф .the flont' on the
temporаl, and to .the front' on thе othеr, or сosmologiсal, or the asрсtual state spaсe view.

In Shore (1996:сh.11) hе сonсerns himsеlf with Samoаn spatial сonсrpts аnd thе spatial
layout of thе villagе. IIe сomes to the realisation thatthе ИviSшaussian moфl ho usеd in his
eаrlirr wоrk (1982) has some problеms. Basiсally, he resolvеs that a рiпьfiеld model is
inсompatiblе with thе EviStraussian binаry mоdеl. That is, if the рint-fiеld mоdel holds
then the bеасh, whiсh Shore says is the fтont ofahe village, is aсtually in thе bасk of the hiф
status houses. Shore's solution to this pгoblеm is to say that the Sаmoans have two spatial
models: the point-field mофl arrd the Иvi-Straussian binаry front/baсk moфl. Hr provides
thе rеadсг with two sсhrmatiс drawings of the villagе. one shows houses аround thе mаlaе,
with status inсгеasing as one сomеs to the mаIае, and thе other illustгatсs housеs in a linеаr
pattсrn alоng either sidе of the гoаd, аrrangеd in a sеaward/inland' front/bасk mannеr.

We have no theоretiсal objeсtion to positing that Samoans hoid two models of spaсe, but
this only gets Shore so fаr. Firstly, Shore posits ,ai .seaward' and utа.inland' as being an
еssential binary сontrast Samoans linguistiсally invoke in reprеsеnting spatial relationships.
In addition, as pointеd out eаrlieг, he states that thе gradedness of a сonсеntriс moфl
(appгoximately our point-field modеl) is not linguistiсally reprrsеntrd. Hоwever, it turns oЦt
that there аrr Sапrоаn lexiсal items rфt represeцt a gradedness of struсtцre for tаi and utа'
Мilner (L966:17,78) сonиins thе follorving (still сommonlу used) words:

gdtаi|b. (loсative bаse). I - : A littlе distanсe towаrd the sеa.
gdtаi|b. I - : Further towards the sea.
gd'utаlb. I - : A little (distanсе) inland.
gd'utd lb. I - : Furthеr inlаnd.
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diffiсulty for Shoте's aссount- сomes аbоut ч1.':" Р: .d'::.,::.'":*",:lТ"#;#]j;нй;;;;й;;''h" g}:*Рoses фiф status houses) аnd fails to

rt is thind them (in .ь"lЬpй"д *o'tф. Moтe9ч,Ъhat is bеhind,T:тj.l:*

?lдwегsишssmrсturessuсhasсoо}*rousсs,bathтoomsшrdthelikеаrrfound
iсh his sсhematiс *к"rcь Joе* not shotv), just as the рint-fiеld moфl pтеdiоts. His

two models in this way doеs notwotk.

lvег. he is сorrесt in stating that Sаmоаns will tell you that a viШage (oт moгe

;";;;,;";;й., u r,ooi*а a baсk шrd *rat thе fтont oftеn сorrеspоnds to the

and thе bасk to tь" *йй*. Ьo what i9 ьщепrтrgr Рч"T:.9:l1",1y^11T*
шodе1s for thе uirrue"iuyБoi+iot field aniЪont/bасk-but they arc intеgratеd and

эmаtivе mоdеls. with;;;;ij-field moфL frшrt/baсt.сT be Y"* l9 ч *g :}:
of housеs towаrd fl* ^"й and bасks оf housss аnd thеir out-buildinр towаrd the

dnorsеа,deрndingon''"ь"'"onе'shоusris.ButSаrnоansalsосoвсeive"j9"-ж:
x;;й ;f;;;io"" bасk with the sra to the front and mountains to the bасk. onе

n tuldfаIe .hiф talking .ьi"i l' disсussiпв th''*ж-:' P: ^*: :*:3i':ffi;
; ffi*.'-й;;'il; Ы;; йiаmoan vt|7age fona.villagе сounсil whiсh

plaсe in e gЕest ьoo'"Т" triJ ф", чвtьe mаtу.ff;lt^uiчY *#;i]ТJ;
lfflЬ'Ыfr';"^ii*"n likencd to thе Posts in the fono, So, as the tuldfale ,tltgh

пg сhiofs, sit at the р.o J йtont of tfu jono housо faсingР: Tч::.ч'.::1:,*
;;;.;.;;;;;h', sо thе tuldfаlе hoвsеs аre plасrd at thе frоnt of thе mаlае

пd thе sеa, fасing tь" йii,,сentre with their bасks torvаrd the sеa.8 So, it is not rеally

rfrer of two sepаratr *oа"t* but rather that thе iфas of front and bасk arr intеgгated inю

рinй.rJ-iъr. Wh;;.;. ;" is rеJrrred to T-.,T":- * ".r: '^чs:'т;:-};
Ёi'ffi;.".uf,*.. If';;; t'k.. thе рrsрсtive of the mаIor'it has a fтont towаrds thе sеa.

if onо lоoks at the housеs that suгrouгd t|ю mаlаэ,thе dirесtion towаrd thе sea is to the

i;йp'"g with the orientation of the houses faсing to the сelrtre of. the mn]аe,

nоIae 1s aсшally arrшrgеd |'ke the fono:

The hiф tаtking сhiefs, housеs are in t}re fro3t,.the'htg} "Ч."I' l11]^T'."9r":у"жo"P:i.r"*
sides and lowег stаtцs -oihu""theiг houses on thе baсk sile of the пьа]ae onthе inland side. We also notе

that not all villagеs reflесt this idеal, as wе knоw of othег villagеs wtrеге thе hiф сhiefs' guеst fales arе

towатdthesеа,butrveninttюsevillagеsthatатеaofthenшlаris_rеfеrrеdtoаs.thefront'.Thesevariations
iп thе aсtuдl plaоеment or 

"й*,' 
ьo:uses may bс duе to individuаl hisloriеs and pragmatiсs of differеnt

villagеs, but dol.rot 
"pp"-й "ь*gе 

the сonсeptiоn.that drе mahе has a front and a baсk' Finally, it should

also bе rюtrd that thе tont of a йи, ьan inland villщe (oг еvеn a сoastаl villagе) mаy not be towаrds thе

sеa аnd that instеad u moа"rп йuм road mаy сюnsidеred thе .front' of a vi||ьge's mа,he.
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Figuге 2: Shore's figuтes 11.1 аnd 1l.2, showing his modеl of Samoan duаlreprеsеntatioп
(1996:269,271)

It ssеms to us that, if the abovе is riфt, then we сan argue еffесtively that indeed thе pоint-
field model is aftеr al| сonsisteпty фminarrt сulturally bесause now Shoтe's data do not
requirе, in the mannеr оf thе sо-сallф ИviStraцssiш modеl, аnything likе a сonиiner view
of livеd.in spaсr. or, at mоsЬ it is striсtly suЬordinatrd to the point-fiеld view just wherc
pragmatiоs is impоsеd шponthe сosmologiсal view.

Wе have onе final observation. Regаrdiпg what Giovanni Bennаrdo has сalled, in his
paрг in this volume, the .radiаl' system оf oгiеntation spaсe, it should now bе сlear that it
remains nrсеssаry to distinguish fundamentаlly bеtwеen trvo forms of rаdiаl systems of
oriоntаtion; moltover' a syst€m of oriеntаtiоn is not nесеssаrily a syst€m of spatial
сotlstruсtion.

on the one hand there is one grounфlin the сontainer соnstruсtion of spaсe. It иkes аs iь
foсus еithеr some percon фy dеfault, ле sраkeг) or some larrdmаrk, and it plасes some
objeсt or pеrson rеlatively with resрсt to the foпnrr, but in terms of invariant сompass
diтесtions: North, South, Еast, or West, say, of the sрaker or thе referenсe objесt.

on thе other hаnd thеrе is оne groundrd in thе poinЬfiеld сonstruсtion. The radial systеm
of oriеnиtion grounФd in thе рint-field сonсеption of spaсe iьelf, plaсеs sоmе objeсt only
rclativеly with respесt to the rеfeгеnсe objесt oг peгson. Foг eхапrple, an objrсt is plaсеd to
thе гiф or lеft, or in front or baсk of a referencе prrson' or a rеferenсe oЪj*t jшst in cаsе thе
Iаttеr is indеpеndеnф concеived of аs hаving an iпhеrеnt rтont / bасk (ser Bennаrdo
forthсoming, and his rеferеnсеs to various papеrs by Iэvinson, having rеfеrеnсe to radiаl
гeprеsеntation of sрatial orirntation in Iлvinson's .frames-of-refеrenсе' thеory; also Shorе's
disсussiоn at L996:21 4).

As a maгginal consideration in the present сontехt (hardly maгginal in a сontext of
сonsidеring spatial сognition in general as embedded in human сognitive сapaсitiеs), it is just
pоssiblе that the сontainer orientation is in somе sense more basiс, or say, thе фfault
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cеptualisation of spaсr for human соgвition. Thr аrgumеnt is пot partiсularly strоng from
stаndpоint of our сurrent stаte of knowlеdgе, but therе аre nevertheless two рssible lines

evidеnсe foт this suggestion. First, it seеms to bе the сasе that if аny сulturrе or language
i only one of the two соnstruсtions (point-field, сontainеr), it will br thе latter. An exапrplе
this is foг (somе, many?) Australiarr Abотiginal systems (sее lэvinson |992 anddisсussion
Bеnпardo аnd lвhmarr forthсoming), if only bесausе the larrguage providеs пo rоady-mаdr
аns fоr еxpressing the рint-field method of oгientаtion. It is interesting that suсh systеms
fouпd in soсiеties until пeсently isolatеd from the гest of the тvоrld arrd with оnly foгaging
nomiеs шtd lowJevеl sосiо-pоlitiсal orgшrisatioп. It is, however, prоbably besiф thе
, if only brсausе it is а well-known erroг to think of these soсieties аs rrprcsеnting a
vеly unсhаnged instапсе of a.primordial' human сondition.

Seсond, as was mentionеd еаrliеr, evеn in soсallеd modэrn, .Weste(n' сultures, thеre is
rcmе indiсation that thе фfault теpresentаtion, that of naiVe physiсal geometry, is the
сontainеr соnstruсtion. Similarlу, even where, as in Sаmoa and Мainlаnd Sоutheast Asia, thе
basiс сosmоlogiсal сonсеpfualisation of spaсe seеms to bе thе рinьfield сonstruсtion, the
сontainer ооnсеptualisation сontinЦrs to Ьe oрrative' morc oт lеss by dсfault, whеrе the
pragmatiсs of dаy-today aсtivity is сonсemed,

Finally, let us rеtuгn vеry summаrily to ouг tentаtive сlaims at the bеginning of this paper
сonсеrning oсeшria in gеneral arrd thе putative сonnесtion bеtwееn (Austronеsian-sраking)
oсrаnia and thr Mainland of Southеast Asiа- Мorе pаrtiсularly, we must herе and now
rddrеss the obvious question of how we сan appеar to mаke сlaims abоut this lаrger sphеrе
q,hilе almost еxсlusively aтralysing ethnographiс and linguistiс materials from Sапroi only.

Tаking this last question first, wе shorvеd, by selесtеd тrfeгrnсеs, that therе is at lеast
intriguing eй$зяе 

1orn еlsewheгe in oсеania of a рoint-fiеld spatial сonсeptuаlisation' The
сviфnсе is Polщesian as so fаr сitеd, althоuф Melаnеsia is пot without sotrrges ofёviilenсе
as well (сf. Ross 1973:111ff.). It seеms to us that thе way Мiсroпrsians аre reported to
сonсepfualise spaсе for pu{posеs of navigation (espесially in the work of Hutchins 1995:65_
93; see alsо.Gladwin 1у7o), has to Ь a funсtion, in pаrt at lеast, of a point-fiеld virw. This
Мiсronesiaтr navigational сonсеptualisation seems to visuаlise the surrounding spасe thrоugh
whiсh thе vеssеl is aсtually moving as rather а field shiftiпg аbout thе vе'sil tаkeп аs а
dфning point iтtstвad of thinking of the vсssеl as mоving with тespeсt to landmarlсs or othет
dеsignated рints against thе oriеnting baсkgгound of а fixed hoгizon (a сontaining boundагy,
in other words). Still, we have only dеalt iп any detail whatsoеveг with Samoa. Нowеvеr, one
must stаrt with сonсrеte and systematiс detail from somе pа*iсulаr сцlшral systrm, and littlе
if аny attentiоn has bеen paid in most of the oсeaniс Шtеraturе to qurstions of spatiality in thе
сogпitivе sеnsе, and so onе must tаkе one's materials for arralрis from whеreveг suсh
affentiоn hвs beеn pгominE1tly paid. That means Samoa.

Givеn thе faсt that' after all, Samoa сertainly is a fairly represеntаtive Polрesian soсiety
шtd сulture, this is a reasonably sensible stаrting point; all the more so when oпе plaсеs it
within thе laгgеr сontext fгom whiсh thе other snipрts of suggestive еvidenсе has beеn сitеd.
Mоtеovеr, оne саrrnot forgеt thr aforсmеntionеd argumеnt thаt therе is a сleаr-сut сulture-
histоriсal сonneсtion betwern Austгonesiаn oсеania and Mainland Southеast Asia, more
esрсially thе Tai.sрakiпg woгld' This Tai-sраking wоrld is oпе rvhose nоtions of spaсе,
espесially for the Puгposrs of fundamental politiсal and soсial oгdегing is сentred aboJt the
notiоn of the mуаng a .domain', at any level, definеd by its .еxеmplary сеntгe' (sеe l-ehman
1980 and refеrеnсes therein). Whеthеr that relationship is onе of genеtiс linguistiс
геlationship of not (thе Austro_Tai hypothеsis), it remains prrtty unсontrovrгsial that thе
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ultimate Protо AusEonesians werе originally found on thе Mainland of what is today Soufr
Central China in at lsast сlose juxиposition with Proto Tai сommunities (сf. Bellwood
1992:tl1ff'). And then in viвw оf thr fасt that thе mаjоr еmploylтrвnt of фnt-field typс
вpatiality is rеstriсtоd while thе defаult сonstrцсtioп of spaсe is the сontаiner сonstп.rсtion, it it
at leаst inсrеаsingly suggеstive of the h1pоthesis that the рinьfield сoпсeptualisation of
spatiаlity that seems at уerу least spоradiсally in use thrоuфout muсh of oсeania may havc
dсep Ausronоsiаn (say Austro--Tai) сultцre-histoтiоal roоts.

of сouгве, this is only a working hypоthesis bеing put fоrward herе tеntаtively for purрsсз
of, one hoрs, stimulating furtheг iпvеstigatiоn by ourselves аnd othегs mоrc widеly. But thс
kind of systеmatiс work that suсh investigatiоn тequirеs simply has not yet been done_save,
we сlaim, by orшselves rvith гrsprсt to Sа:тroa (and сertainlу to a сonsidеrable extent bу
Bеnnardo for Tonga), and so hетe is whеrе wr are Ьоund to stаft, if only as an example
showing what might bе looked at elsеwhсrе in oоsаnia.

Appеndix A: Furthеr usеs of шаtа in lеxiсalisеd сompound words in
Samоan

fа,аmatа'еsе,еsе l|. 
.(of opinions) Point in different direсtions, be diviфd' (Мilnсr
1966:134).

mntааfi n.

mаtdfаlа n.

паtdmеIi n,

matdmuа n.

mаtdnф n'

mаtdsele n.

mа,tdsusu n.

mntлtаIo n,

rnаtdtuаi n'

mдtduа n,

tn,atd'upegа n.

mаtd,upu n.

mаtdvаgа adv.

mлtdvаnа n.

.Groоvе along whiсh the рinted stiсk (usеd in thе ..firе-plоuф"

method of mаking firе) is гun to аnd fгo' (Milnог 196б:134). .A laгge
firе to bum offtrees in сlеaring a forest' (Pгаtt 1893:212).
.Thе edgе of the end of thе mat in the game of Iфgа tupе' (Pran'
1893:214).
.Drоp of honеy' (Мilner 19б6:136).
.Thе titlе page of а boоk' and .a prшon who wants to bе first in
something' (Pratt 1 893:215).
.A row of sitters' (Praш 1893:215).
.Noose' (Мilner |966|36:, see alsо Pгatt 1893:21б).
,Nipplе, tеat' (Мilner L966:|36; seе also Pratt l893:216).
.Crоwn of tаro plаnt (when сut off for рlanting)' (Мilnеr 1966:13б).
.Toothеd grating toоl' (usually used to grate сoсonut) (Milnег
196б:13б).
.Raindrop'$V1ilnеr 1966:|36; sеe also Praш 1893:213).
.Mеsh (оf a nеt)' (Milnеr |966:.|З6; see also Pratt 1893:213).
.Subjeсt, thеmе' (Мilner |966:|З6).
.Sepаrately' Nа iа tu'u - fnrа ,umл: ,He put all the things - (i.e. in
thеiг proрr plaсе).' (Milnег 1966:136).
.Point of a pump drill' (Мilner |966:|36; see also Pratt I893',2I7).
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.Spring, sotlrtl' (Мilner 1966: 136).

.Bit (fixed on the rnd оf a pumpdrill oт a brасr)' (Мilnеr 1966:136)'

B: Furtheг usrs of yd in lехiсalisеd сomlюlrnd words in Samoan

.Nеiфbourhood' (Мilneт 1966:3 10)'

.A fissurе in the тeоf undэrwatеr' (Pratt |89З.З32; sее also Мilner

196б:310-11).
.Wеek (i.е. interval betweоn two Sundays)' (Мilneт 1966:310).

.Spaсe inteгvalbetwееn two raftеrs' (Мilner 19бб:310).

.Rеlationship bеtwееп two neiфborrrs' (also, simply the spаse between

two housеs) (Мilnег 1966:310).
.Perio4 time of dаy, [i.е. the intеrval bеtwerп hours] фilпеr

'ai n.

n.

n.

n.

n.

19бб:310).

cfuш, n. .Season, [i.е. thе intervalbrtwееn months] (Мilnеr 196б:310).

п' 
.Ilalf horrr, [i.е. the interval bеtwееn two hours] (Мilner 19б6:310).

i n. 
.Interval, pеriod, [i.e. the interval bеtwееn timеl (Milnеr 19б6:310).
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