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/ Р P'pаper'.щ, inffinsiс, rеiativе and absolute, аrе disсu.'/ 
"чg*s9цu9d .fo{ Ambаe. Thе expression,-ЧntгinЪ]ё-fr-r ;t'ег-e.e oц.ч wovдl.eч lvl дllluaЕ. lllr exРrosslon' .lntпnslс 

frame of rвferenсе' геfегs toiffiorаirесфli-i"iц*." * iЫ"Б't reature of an objесt, suchits fтont, baсk or siф. In сontгast, a .rеlative framе of гoferсnсе' i* ;й;й й,,ь" r*"'rof the sраkеr, arrd thrfoсаtion ting refепed to is sрсified relative tо the sрaker,s loсatit
р]iЬ'"й"'ъ1йrathеr thаn bеing fixed ассording tо intюrent featurеs Бr arr оь3есt. Aп .abвolutr framсr€felв.nсe' refсrs tо loсatiоns aосoгding- ю fixеd rеferenсe рints"in our environmrnt, suоhnorth, tоwards the sea оr dorvn-rivеr.a This pup*' a"йbes in фtail thе absоlцtеjdeit

ffi$aшg.fl:Iзrry"Ц9!,iу-{re..qy-iр,-Цц'dj-с9lЦgl,p*n.lyL'фJi,,tп;.lй;aDоut spatlal relations, and а]so briefly dеsсribes the set or retatiЪnЙ. toс.а.tion ioй' *opеratе using an intтiпsiс frame of referеnсе. It will then bе рssible to iШustrаtе howabsolute frаme of referеnсе саn bе usеd to фsсribе a вpatial rеlation whiсh in somэ lаnsЦamаy br refепed to using a гelative frаmе of referеnсе,in orфr to tяlk abоut suсh loсatiоns аs.bеhind а trеl'.

-.Ч РbT 
thеre.is a сlаss оf .direсtionф' rvhiсh involve the interасtion betwеrn апaDsolute and a deiсtiс system. Thе absolute system is based on a division of the еnvironmenrthat uses both the veтtiсаl axis and the iandward - seawаrd axis, althorrф it аlso o,e, otь",divisions. Onto ttris Фytu9 s)6tеm is mappеd a partially фiсdс systrm, srюh that raсh of

Мorе detailсd disсussion аnd definition ot й

*",:.i:"',fjay.i.''1T1':.ч"ч in this volumе and ю l-еvinй trs96l t* a moге ехtensive

the opрsitions of the absоlute system 
"an-й 

-*Ъ"a асЪоrаing tо a thrеr-way distinсtionrеlative to the partiсipаnts of thе sресh aсt.
The lаnguage аlso еmploys a sеt oJ relaцioтrф loсation nouns 1vhiсh атe usеd to exprеssintrinsiс relшioпs betweеrr objесts. ffi to sрсify the loсation of

9bjесts' mоstly in t€rms of smаll-sоale rеlations. The absоlutе/deiсtiс systеm, on thе othсr
}ч4- ь usrd to sрсify both the lосаtion оf objrсts аnd dirесtion of moveйсnt. irop"йt", onbth lаrge-sсale and small-sсalе sPасe. Thэ inшiпsiс system 

"* "l,o 
t usеd in сombinаtionwith.the aЬolutе systrm on the small-sсalе spaсr to givе morе фtаilJйiп*,t"* ыloсation.

2 Thelinguistiс sеtting

The islаnd of Ambаe is loсaвd in the north of the Varruatц сhain оf islшtds, еast of thelar. g. e. islaтrd of Еspiriш Sчto (sее Мap 1). It is foгmed ьy the 
"on" 

ot a dormаnt vоlсапo,rvhiсh peаl(s at |496m in the сеntле of th" island. As the islшrd has a rеlatively small аrea,being less thаn 40km in.lerrф, and approximately l5km at its wiфst point, a сonsiфтableelevation is thus rеaсhed-over a relatiйy short disиnсe. Тhe rеsult is an island whiсh risеssteeply from the sea' and сoпtinues rising steadily to thе рak of thе volсano. lpu.t i,.o,osmall аreas at the north-easteпr arrd south]western сnф of thе islan4 thе topology Ьr urЬ,,

disсussion of diffегеnt frames of sрati"l 'Ъf"'",,"".
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Map1:DirесtionalsusеdformovemrnttoothеrislandswithinVanuatu

свuге island соnsists of stееp hillsides whiсh arе densеly vеgеtаtеd, and fall away at timеs

r стееk beds formеd ьy anсiоnt lavа flow. Ambaе rесeivеs сonsidетablе гainfаll, and mаny

tb'sе сrеeks arе rеndеJ фassablе aftеr hеavy rain' Few of thesе сreеks offeт a reрlar

:rsupplуhowеver,astheytеndtostopflowingshоrtlyaftеrthеrainhasсeased.
As a rеsult of this tarrly inhоsрitablе еnviron."nt, arеas of hаbitаtion on the island arе

rаlly rеstriсtеd to thоsе flattеr north-еastrrп and south-wrstеrn areas, and a naffow сoastal

гounding thе island. In only а fеw areas are therе villagеs lосatеd mоrе thаn 2hn inland

;:;;;.*й;';;f tь; .gg"d in'"яor of thе isiand is uninhabitеd" evеn Чl"Y 
f:. 

ч1*Ч
r*ns-in faсt, most p;йГ" raгеly venture far inland and fеw havе travelled thе diffiсult
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path to thе top оf thе l

ilf^T** ,i;;;i:lсano. The рoplе o,IlT.i: сгops of taгo, banana, swееt potato. vэ-"''н:'Ъ; 
":;;:::;::.^*i""'' 

еitherЪlоsе to tь" *."u #*?й,, fuпhегinland.ь* й.].

nаvigationьytь".йi;;#i:J:J:ffi 
-*;*g:*;*jнi#кт#"*'r-

3 Spatial геfeгеnсе

^^^l." 'n*avoIсaniс ': i -o,Ambaеisnotsцгrоunrlрr lЬ' '

tr.,".::: #:r'J:..l'^1Tost part ;;;;;F:"ndеd by many aгеа

Y,. д, thе ]and n.;l":,'i. 
.onыЬffitlinе сonsist' йй;Т 

of гееf, and theге аrе fец

aqJасеnt to the sеa, 'i-]l 1*oЫ{,ffil::*.".'iir".,ьii].o]u!* 
гoсk гising up out o:

сolleсt сrаbs, shеIlfi,ьT 
*.*. ,й;.;й,*.::s, 

viilages ;;;.;ls 
ln areas whегe ihere ,s

Тnose aгeas whe,. th.'.Tо оссasiona.lly . ni,p,ilp*]LT, :*,J"f":""fr,,;l?J ,tr.j:lalТtthose aгeas 'i."'" и".. 
qru UCсflSloПallу to fish, thе seа ';;;j;#: 

oo vlsii thе sеаshоге ti

11oг,les, thе pеoplе 
"f 

jLT:lo.r'iding easy сatсhеs. iй;-.d,on as a sоurсe oiiйс i.

щ"ж*'n:#;"Т#:dЁ#fl *::i;,'.,;,1l1:й-Ё:fi ::.fl ъ":i"*."3Jff ;*.sкtts. Today, while #]lт:"."-;й;;#Tчy' 
visiblе 'i,йй"#.Yng сanoes not on]v fo:

rlsfuпg along thе .ou;i.T 
or.*Ь"-Бuiсiil,.i'lT9. *;;й;.jЦаewo and Pentесost. bu:

nаvlgation bУ the st^*,::::^.-1"у to homе. .;;у,Lfl*';Ji'"".'fr,ffii:жTl:,J::;i::

' Whеn геfeгring
inсoгporated;;"*.::^-:he, loсation of ol .

,.jfl#"fl :"J'Нd#:jТЁЛ.'J#}1*l*i+"Щ";'1.trg:-tion.of 
moveme*

wl ш wfu с h i t i s bеi n nсT -ьe speсi fi е J ;;;.': g"'1. r.й 
-,"Lffi 

T:"'h:J] "'i.,lЩ.ж:

iH ъlж::;"л:ъi.;iж:#i:"н:Т,.T*H#ff :.1n:j:":'й;;;l*'
:o*. Аs thеsе ,* ,$.^b-"^]l""*иili". ь"{'..T: lь:"Ёь;;;' 

tn lгont of mе,or .befund

,.":;:j.::t*л,Ъ.ffiнl;;Тж:f; "}xTilffitr.'Т,1ТТi^"ЪТЁi;"'.":у#fi ffi .
'  

],eшnd thе Еее' h.*"'..,]--]:,'"Irrатrerwhiсhanяleono.,;. ',].inlt }rсtsР €Cttve; thегеlauvе геfегеnсе. u,,1o-*^.u.,, 
i, й;.;;:,:.-Yhl.ь *iй. 

"".;:-Тe.d#rspесtive;
T^ll*...g"pеnds on ttж,fll1.'"ч,j:.1ii'ТHlL:1;:TH:i:ж.*j:'::""".:1-bu| 3thег ]а1t.objесt depеnds o 

-..:" . rЕrauvl system. thе maшeт i" *ij"i ;::,: 
rеIerenсe, bцt rathет

*H:#ж*:fl fl}J^fiЁi:;ffi :""*З"ч:тБ;;"T.'1...*,,,.lflffi1"};,i
iТj 1}nA;,т: ::: ж.#Ji, :i:.;l':: Тj?, Ё:: :l 1?i.. **:' ", в"й,.fi, i,Ъ,",
аnthropomoгphiсalty.,^loыtion "г 

.""""Ь:"* 
",i"-i1i1. 'ь"i ;;J ,;"::, 

рssibiе to rеfer tо .thе

ls .tасing, 
m".p.uk".T{*т:,. ̂  i,li,*.l^'1^::lu,i.ol .o u.i."J"u],on 

.Ьеfund the trее'. аnd

,,.:lu, pоssible to sav':.:"::lч".*.; ;;;.:* 
ng ьiй.i ;;.-: 

spеakеr viеws thе treе

wlll сhаngе u""o.сinn,- jin fгont 
"iд"ш"Ъ.iij'::.,'фo 

и" |uп ;]: 
j." Par1 of thе trее whiсh

l::ffi ;.r#,l#l&1;:ifl ##fl ;rж*gft ц;l*l""".'i;Н{ili:;"{|y 
objесь 'ьi"ьЪJj,"-uagе 

onе сan onlv ta]k about; ];;;;,i;::|"."тbl. to say .behinс

:,'J''"":.жЦ 
f; :#jJ""fi::j:?ilj l"::l,l ть,,-..i,,";,т":,oflbеhind 'oЬйing'

..,i}::.:Т:i.;;-#ffii!;#нЪTt..ТJжi.'ffj,,}}Тg*T.::'-,. ##.oJJiТy,,fi fl:-##d::: jт"ffi:".y,t"*,ьu*"donfi xеd,sаIi,. Uur сaгdinal sуstеm, distinguishiпg;H:.:::'.Tfегenсе points in thеsouth, еast and wеst is аn
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m' аnd many othеr languagеs pоssеss a systrm suсh as this, whiсh is ultimatеly

Path of thе sun' othеr larrрagеs have an absolutе systеm whiсh is based on

ks, suсh as uprivеr ver6us dorvnrivеr, oт lаrrdwаrd veпEus sеawar{ оr basеd
of рevailing rrvinф. While iп Еnglish oцr саrdinal systrm is in faсt quitе

- u f'd" of spaйal l€fеrеnсе, шrd indеrd mаny sраkеrs, stюh as mysоlf' саnnot

&im very сoшрtепtly at all, in sоme lаnguagев this is the main t}pe of spatial

suсh that all sрсifiсations of diтrсtion and loсatiоn аre statеd using шr absolutе
olutg systeшs аrе prominеnt in Austrоnеsiав tаnguagеs (s"e fч ехашplе Senft

pupi'' in this volumе), aпd it is thе distinсtion of larrdwаrd versus sеawаrd
in Ьe absolutе syst€ms of thе islаnd.rеsiding, seаfаring роples of oсeania.

шages poss€ss a system оf spatial dеixis, rvhеreby the loсation of objeсts and their

ьipасЪ сan bе фsсfibrd in rеlatiоn tо the loсаtion of thе sросh aсt and its сеntral

a{id'!ll'-e-"toll-о"Е!цs
Cаledonian lаnguаges (ozarrne-Riviеrrе 1997); \, /\ /

"t
a Southсast Solomoniс language (Ilill 1997);

Мuna, a Westеrn МаlayьPolщеsian lшrguagе of Sulawеsi (Varr Den Berg 1997) шtd

Тфa, a South Halmatrеra lanщagе of Еastоrn Indonеsia @owdеn |991).

rclativе to the sресh sitвation. In tегms of фixis, the фiсtiс сеntгe of any spеесh

, h€rg' now, аnd any infoгmation whiсh requirеs knоwlеdgе of the сurrent соntext in

сorreсф interprеted by thе рople I am sрaking tо, is фiсtiс information.
оnеsiarr lanщщes there is a tendеnсy fot a сombinatio1 o| inшi1s.iс, absolutr аnd

Dt t€.RdjCIhayea.Т9l.ФP.systеm.5 Thus whilе therе arr teпns for lеft аnd riфt, front
above аnd unаеr, in шrrоЁilffinonеsian languаgеs, thesе terms tеnd to оnly be used

аlly. kr faсt, with resprсt to left arrd riфt, thе usr of these terms is oftеn restriсtеd to

aЬоut the left and riф sides of a pеrson's Ьоdy. тWhile it is рssible to say that

is sitting оn a person's lrft or riф, in mаny Ausffonesiarr languagеs this is not thс
suсh aЪpatial.relatiоnship would normally bе еxpressed_usually this would br
in absolute terms. For еxamplе, Х is sitting on the uphill sidе of Y. Frшther, in

Austrоnеsiаn larrguages lеft аnd riфt сan neveг be used геlativеly to ststr thе loсatiоn of

ьъсt in relation tо аnotlreг. Thus one is not ablе to say' .Thr сhild is to the lefvтiф of

the sрaker аnd addrеssr. Lyоns {|911:631) has фfinеd dсixis аs:

& lосation аnd identifiсation of рrsons, objосts, rvents, proсessrs and aсtivities

r иlkеd a66uь o( rеferгed to' in тelation to thе spаtioteшpoгal соntоxt сreated and

by the aсt of uttеranсe апd thе partiсipatioш in it, tyрiсaШy, of a single spr8ker

a lеаst one addгеssее.

ortаnt рint is that deiсtiс еxprеssions are tied to thе сontвxt of еасh individual

ttrey do not rеfrr to fixed рints or itеms in spaсе, but rather idеntify the loсation

'. Nor, when giving diтeсtions сan you dirесt somеonr to tum to the left or riфt. Thе

iсtiс systеm tеnds to bе used in all of these situations.

гафеrъ they do rюt havе what I havе definеd hеге as a геlаtivе system' Thеrе is some vaгiatioп in фе

usеd to spеаk about spatial геfеrепсе (Sее е.g. lрviвsоn 1996).
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point is фsсfibed using the -mаi forms. This example also illustrates how the foгrцs аre
:lffiж;:fr|]'*"т"":***'"ёЫ" pоint even if this рintis notrеaсhф.ilJ*l;*ltrr.l;T""i?"1ff '11r.i}:;;##"1жLtff.у#;3Т.ffiiff;]
(з) Bаnа na hivo пtbui tno vаi no=п|a solo ibесause lsсS:тв, go.down womаn RЕAL mаke lsсs=вgAl, Е,as1 PERSпeta-nе vш|aсhild.зsсPthеn fi"A*"* ffi,'", ffig** '#J,*#I

no=mo hаmai.
lSсS=agАL go.цp:Еo.sp

u;ffiu;;:1*}:#: *::'u 
woman maф me wash her сhilфen and thеn I сamе

-,'i.rl!жJ%"fl*#*tji;trj";y*point about thе use of the фiсtiс
(4) 

{u - hinei bto bongL
lsсS:тш. go.dоwn:to.sp in ш*й.I сamе down in the шдt.'

In the сontехt surro.unding this exaпplо, thе speaker wаs telling thе addrсsseе how he had:#Ж*Т#Ыjуi""*.T J:*;sй; ;i;g;.;,Ъ, шфt. Е"'""",,,ь"somе$stanсeatфиeтoao.й;;;,й:#",*{#,?:."#TH].*}*T,Jffi
furthег below *. й3:i'nt of й; *.iЪ,i,**-"u"o ,riфdУ abоv-e, as the dirесtion travellЬ inthe motion desсriЬd by the '"ot"',o i, onЪ same сolrrce аs the 

|jry from the stаrt point ofthe action to the ptaсе or tь" sр"сh ;. ;;"*ever thе sресh pаrtrсrpanь were сloseг !o thеr#,.Т"Тff gffiъ.il:1*жу**:"gj."dffi ;,.i&.иr."*iS€,th€.otuf o,^'1wouldhavetobeusфittьerосatiоn;й;-.й;"#Ж":ТJffi 
*T"J''hжffi fl#жjf"i:'.ffж",rui"; T';;;J for this 'l[йЪr"* аfur the dеsстiption of thе

5J Мotioп tоwards аddгеsseе' pаst/ftrftrгe dеiсtiс вntre.аta
Thе usе оf the dirесtional verЬs suffiхеd 

уith 
-аnis a little hаrdеr to dеfine, аnd in fасt itis nоt рssible to de.sсribe a single й;й for this ;"ffi-. й# аxe two distinсt фfinitions

**;,- 
forms; .motion to'u"iс, .ь" uiЁ",,o, *с .*otion.йarсs 

a past or fцfure dеiсtiс
!Уhеre the suffix is used to refer to motioп. towаrds the addressсе, this сan mеan еitheгwithin the сontext of thе speeсн;;;;;;.t.o thе plaсе *h;;;; addressrе is loсаted аt thetime of thе spеесh aсь 9г !o the plасе wьй tьe 

"а.i.",й '*Тiu be loсa!еd in thе past orruf,r'Е. Thus in еxampl.e (5) th; 'p""l..' *с ма'"''"" *" l"; in the sаme g"oй .ou,thе adфessеe sliфtly furtheг ;йiй;.Ь".,й".,;;;;;,ing 
thе dirесtional veф,trf?hl1;trffiТ:т:l т-ilr "o-" "o l: "j;i;;'й;Ъi u," no*,. Notе that сPЧ tr, *";,o -,-"Ё:#"".#ffii:l;,'",ж."ffi 

T*JЖrж"* #ЁdI rFurtheгmore, hаnai would 'ьpry 
"'iЪй"'"'rььi" йi,-."nЪ;i'n this partiоul* 

"onй l
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dirесtion towards thе sрakеr, and it is сlearly not рssiblе for the sрakеr to
hiш/trerself.

beno, n'а=ni hаqаru! (*@/*hаrnа'i)
alтеady lsсS=вR go.up:DIR (go.up go.up:to.sp)

there, arrd I'll соmе up to you!'

схample (5) thr movеment sрсifiеd is from thе sраkеr's loсation to thе ресise
addтеssеe is loсatеd, tkla .аtu forms саn simply speсify that thс mоtioп is in thе

gепетal direсtion. An eхffemе еxample of this сomеs from a tеlephone
I onсe had rvith an AmЬао sрaker situated in Port Vilа, while I was in Cаnberra.

mе how a grouP of dаnсеrs from Ambаs had goпe to a festivдl bеing hеld in
Ьlands. Austrаlia, the Solomons and all ovrrsеаs сountries arc hлge ftom

), but гathеr than using the unmаrked fotm' hаge, tо фsстibе thеir travel fтom
she usеd the.аtu form (6), dеspitе thе faсt that Canbсгra is twiсе аs fаr fгom

iш is, аnd in the opрsite direсtion. This сarr bе еxplained by thе fасt that as
lile thе Solоmоns, is a foreign сountry, thсir travеl was to the рneral аrra outsiф
rfriсh thus inсludes the plaсe whеre I (the addressеr) was loсatеd.

|шgаtu Sololnon.
go.up:DIR Solomon.Islаnds

have сome up to thе Solomons.'

examples (5) and (6) desсribe a situation in whiсh the subjeсt is moving towаrds
where the adфеsseе is loсated at the time of the sресh aсt, the aсtion сan also refer

to a plaсе where thе adфessee was loсated in the past or rvill bе loсated in the
in (7) the sраkеr and addresseе аrе loсated in the samе plaсе at the time of thс

' аnd the scntenсe фsсribes an aсtion wherе thе addrеssеe will movе to аnothет
: spеaker is thеn stаting that Уlrе will movе to this sапrе plaсе aftrг thе addrеssee.

vсIno tornlrе, па=ni vаn.аtu a-tаgu.
flшst I.sсS=ш'к go:DIR rюс-bеhind

go first, I'll сome after.'

(8) also means that thе subjeсt will move to the plaсе whеrе the addresseе тvill be
aсtion desсribеd oссцrs' However, rather thаn mеaning going to the plасe wherе the
is going now, it сould bё at any time in the future. oftеn in a s€пtеnсe suсh аs this,

whrn no loсation is mсntionеd, thс loсation is undегstood to be thе plaсe of
of thе addrеssеe. Thе rrasiоn for this infеrenсе is that the speаker is saying that s/tre

to the plaсe whеrе the addrеsseе would br еxрсted to be at this time, in othег woгds,
thе plaсe wheгe s/he livеs.

Nа=ni lшgаtu dа=ri togа bulu.
lsсS=шд go.up:DIR 1NsG.hIs=DL:ш'к livе togеther
.r'll сome up аnd wе сan live togеthеr.'

furtheг illustratе this point, if a group of people werе telling me about their joumey to
then еxamplе (9) would bе an appropriatr statrm€nt only if I was not prеsrnt in Vila at

that thеy went. If, in faсt, I was allеady in Vila whеn they aггivеd, thеn thе -аtuform

bе usеd, othеrwisе I mаy be likеly to respоnd, .But I was thеre too!'.
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(9) 
!а=u hак ViIа lo Novebа hui nсZ
lNsc.Еxs=тЦ. go.up Vila Loс Novembrr кжp Aсс.Wе went tо Vila in Novembеr for the Arts Fеstival.'

In eхаmple (10) there are two instanсes of th9 vеrb hаgаu. This is an interеsting exarПwhiсh dеmonsfrates the two сontгasting rneапings of Ьe suffix: thе first u* .",".,movement by t}ю addr9s.sеes lowaIds tье sраkеr'фhсе at til;; when thе rctiоn will
::ff:lj:'чy:^T9 *"' *".}с.use сейьs thе motion oг й" ,рuк"., towаrds thс lwherе thе addrеssrеs will br-thsiг plaсa oi residenсе. N;й; #ТH#ffi#:i
'Ж}|'::1т"ТЗ?o"l,i;}".:-'ry]:", as it rvouldlripiy i"сr.ate motion away frоm|yatio.n of thо sprсh aсt, aпd to a plaсе Ь.ь"i.ьйlь"Ёir']" 

,"ffi#JJffiiН;ъxffi"
thе aсtion of the vеrЬ.
(|o) Ne=rt hаgatu fn|Iуugo.

2NSGS=DL:IRR go.цp:DIR tomorrow

Gаreа gа=ri 
. Ilаgаtu (*hаge).

goоd 1NSG.ЕхS=DL:IRR go.up:DIR tgo.йl.You two сome up tomofrow. ok, we'iЪoйi up.'
Contrast examplе (10) with (11), in whiсh both uses of the verb |шgе specitуmovementaway from wherв the spеeсh pаrtiсipаnts were whеn the sentenсe was utt.erеd (althouф itсould аlso have refeгred to motion uй ao' a sрсified rеferenсe poin0.

(||) Ne=rt hаp mIwugo, Gаreа,, gа=i hаp.2NSGS=DL:RR go.up tomorow good iшsс.вxS=or:IRR go.uр.You two go up tomorrow. oK, ,uйl go up.'
The prеvious examples have all illustratеd motion to the futцre фiсtiс сentre, but note thatthе use of these fotms сan фsсribe motiоn tо the plaсe whiсh is the фiсtiс сrntrе at any timeother thаn that of the сurrent speесh aсt, therefole in eithеr tь" n,й or the pаst.In suсh еxаm1rles, thо.сurrent рsition of thе ,P.*' й.,p*o is nоt relevаnt; thеsрсifiсation of dirесtion оf moveпЁnt r€latеs to aсtion in eiйer the past or the futцrt, relativeto the stated referечPoint, that.is, the position or шо pаrtiсрiio *. the timэ of the evenr.Thus in exаmple (12), the sрakei *с tt," addrэssее аre on Ьь*, but the sраkеr isdсsстibiпg аn oссаsion wherr she was in Viia, danсing at а fеstival. A group of рople fromМaewo wеrе also at thе fеstival, аnd thе uttеranсe оеsс,iь*s how thеy movсd dоwn to thеdаnсing ground wtвrе the peoplе from Amй werе, and joined thеm in thе dаnсing.

(|2) Ngire tau Mаеwo 
|a=,'ю hivаru ra=m'o bulu gаttшi.3NsG uвш Маеwo 3шsсS=пвдr р.do*n.о,п' 3N'GS=RЕAL join lшsс.вх.Those from Маеwo саme down and]oined us.'

Sentenсe (13) is аn еxpгession whiсh is сoлmonly uttоred whеn walking along a path, ifsomeоnr you are with stops. in front of you аnd you **t th"*';Ь along. You then direсtthе рrsоn to mоvе forwаrd using aйtion vеib in the -вaroй. 
-ть",efoтe, 

dеspite the faсtthat thе sраkeг wishes to diгесt Ьe subjесt away from thе сurrent фiсtiс сentre, the рsitionwhrге both the sраkеr and thе addressЬ arе сurгеntly loсаted, the -аtuform emphasisеs thеfaсt that they аre both moving towаrф a plaсе whiсh will subsequеntly be the deiсtiс сeпtrr.Thus althouф this situation iJone whеre Ь unmarkеd form сouli be used, the -аtufоrm withits meaning in this сontext .towагds thе future фiсtiс сentre, adds a diffеrеnt foсus to theaсtion, siрalling that the sрakeг wants the addressеe'-o* гo.*ards as this is the plaсe

At Veмivol'
arts feвtivаl
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Table 2: Sрсifiсation of tlre vеrtiсaИarrdwаrd - sоаlvш.d шris
vсЙ||) hдgе hivo

aсross
parallel to lаnd
parallеl to shоre (on lаnd)
parаllеl to shorе (at sеa)
Е oг W (other side of is.)
Маlakula (NF-SW аxis)

to siф (internal)

up
щ Gn air)
in1аnd
lапdwаrd
NЕ (along ооasttrine)
S orЕ (uшrind)
all other соuntries
in front (intеrnal)

dоwn
down (to grcund оr in sea)
seawаrd
out to 8е.a
SW (along соastline)
N orW (dоrvпrpiпd)

bеhind (internal)

LJ

6.1 v€rtiсal aхis: aсгшsДrpdorrn

Ambаe is a motmtаinous volсапiс island, with very few ftat аrеas, and thus a loсаtion саn
-рnсrally Ье sрсified with resрсt to another loсшion in tеrms of iь rеlativе hеiфt.Моvеrent from a villaр uP away from thе se& to a village somе distапсe downhill' йt ьspесifiеd as hivo .motion aЬш йm the фiсtiс с€nffe'. Ъ is not ассeptдble to refeг to thismotion as simply yаro .motion along'. That is, it is not сопrсt to assum€ that yсtto is шtunmаrkоd foпn, refеrring to motion in a nonspесifiсd ditесtion, аnd that thете would bе a
"ldТ'-as 

in Епgtish saying, for examplg either .go dоwn to the sеa, (hivo), otsime.l{ .go to thе sea' (vшlo). As the sоmantiсally anomaloцsЬntenсe (15) suggеsts, it is not
рsвible to usе the verb vшlo ta rсfer to rnotioп towшds the sеa. Rathеr' iГin -u *i'"nqgцр}t it is aP!^ro!гiate to spесifu motion up ог€own, thщ ф_s -$ryрti_о.ц must bе@лed,n9 m"qц9.' цo'" ;;-iЪ;;йffi ;y .matt.1r|f шryе9 away.from thо pаrtiсipшrв ortьe spеесь.асi, duе to ttle faсt tьat liis *riehtlyuфill from thсiг рsition, шovсlт}еnt tЬ this loсatiotr must bEтefeгrеd tо using tь сireсf,onыvф |lаве' sрсifying .mоtion up from thе фiсtiс сеnfiЕ'. The distinсtion oi reIativ.g heiфt
yilI Рч 4*"щ bе maф for any diтrсtiоn of movemеnt oг lфaiion' й;й;; ;iБa;Ь"
involvеd; the speсffiсation of height is relevant in еvery сontext.
(15) *Da=Щl. Io tаki!

lшsс.шS=go LoC sеa.Iэt's go to thе sеa!'

(|6) Go=hаgе lo vаIе, go=tlаturu.
2sсS=go.up Loс house 2sсS=sleеp.Go up to the house аnd slеоp.'

. Consiфring the topology of thr еnvironmоnt on Ambае, the fогпrs sрсified for diтeсtionlevel to the dеiсtiс сеntre are асtually the onеs less сommonly used. An example of a'i.к*:l whg.e vаno is usrd would be in еxamplе (17), wherе moion сrossing to the оppositоsidё.оf thе сreek is фsсribеd, аnd this involvas a mоvement whiсh is neither up пor dorvn.
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vсIf1o tavаIu wаi.
gо sidе сreеkI.D(S=TEL gо slor сre€к

wrпt to the оthrr sidе of the сrеek.'

vano is thе forgr marked for dirеction асross or level, it is also in fасt the forпr
цsеd when direсtion is not knorvn/ Thus, it is usеd whеn asking wherе somеоnr has

(as in ехштrple (l8)) or сomo from (l9).

u wt logo?
TEL go whefе
has Мum gone?'

i. Iogo?
where

have you (all) сomе fтom?'

шay br еxpeсtеd, the direсtional veфs lшge and hivo can also bе used to exprrss
uP and фrvn оn thе vertiсal plаne as opposоd to motion аlong on thе surfaсе. Thus in

(20) a movemrnt to a plaсе up on top of something is expressed using hnge, as is
щ in thс air abovе the ground (21). Likewi*,hiуo refеrs not only to movemеnt from
Цp hiф down to the ground Q2),but also motion dеsсending dorvn into the sea (23).

Mo IсаIo |no hаoe lo fune.i vаle.
ПЕАL сliшb пвдr, go.up I,oс roof-сoNsт house
.Shе сlimbed onto thr roof of the house.'

Dа=ma olo dn=mo hage la ulu-i dodo.
Iшsс.г.IS=RЕAL fly lшsс.втS=квдt go.up Loс above-сoNsт сloud
.Wе flew up above the сlouds.'

Go=fu. vinе!
2sсS=go.down down
.Get down! (e.g. out оf a fier.)'

Gu hiуo gu sаroуo? Hаlе, u bue lavvаgi.
2sсS:твr go.down 2sсS:тш. arтive no тЕL dеep very
.When you Went down did you reaсh (the bоttom)? No, it was toо deep.'

wards

idеring that lаnd rises up diгесtly from the sеa, it is nоt surprising that loсations whiсh
аrе сonsiфred to be .up' fтom thе deiсtiс сеntгo, аnd 1oсations whiсh аrе towаrds

arc'down'.

that this rеduсеd form of vаnn, yс is that whiсh regulаrly oссurs in intеrrogativе сlauses'
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(2А) Mo-vo nа fu nа уa-garu l^olo tаt.i.RЕAI;saУ 3sс go.down зsс iЫtip-swim in sea.Itrе wanted to go down atrd srvim in tlю sea.,
Q5) Da=hivo' ь /аьi fu=si-siш!

lNsс.INs=go.down rдс sra lшsс.ьгS=пвotrр-fish
Hаte, dа=ni ,',na Ъ^..tю 1шsо.п{1у ж' ж' "i]i.".** К" r* ?#
]Ц' '  

goфwnюthеseаaadfi-sh!' . 
-r.... .v99дl tvм ,*LL

.No, we must gо up to (the gаrdens in) thе bush tо get somе tаro.,
whilr motioR away from the sеa is шsчfteс with |шgeаnd towards thе sоa withmovement along thе сoаstline is associated иtь,с',o as l;-йp]" eоl.(26) Rа=ni чaц.o rа=ni hпn bb onе.

]дsсs=ц* go 3шsоS=дв follow roс bеaсh.They will go alongthе tасh.'

-"y'rff'ffrж-fl1o:'*yn}u^ч1ч*u,d, the чa witl br the sаme diтrсtion,thus it may not * T::1.on l" й.;й;;-щl.#*ъж#:Ё:-жfiНi:
rеfепing to, as thе &'""tion is onе and th.е sarre. Tlюrе aге also vеry fеw flаt plасrs on
*,Р*.:-.-: *T:1. 

t" 
P:1 *h;tl*;; ioi ,ь"* rеally is шr oрposition relatinо fn r{iвлliа-Ж;'##, Hт*; ; ;i;" й,ilJi'ъ;hffi i: ъntrf#:lтl-"tжHAmbас sрaker thтouф tь" rе*'й,;iй*frffi:;#H":#ъfr";жж. i

жfl' l;l'Т"* -т'r:"т*lч:;:lтtyg ;; ;i,а.; "r*ry фmorrsлated. Thеrпtпal paгt of town is tat, ar.dirйnlййжжжжJtrflfflТж,P;
is away from thе *ц Nvo.сo'o;-,oi,*Б-tь" ,"ц *с й,Ъo*' if it is pаrallеI to theshore. Likewisе, a 

Tj1":YL'"- дйЁ;yY :l;;ь}ng fiеrс will say, .pаss theball here', Ilш1аi oihi7,"r,meаning in arr йlanс oг seawаrd aiйti* towards the sрaker. Asthе area is flat, obviously a шstinсfion ;;;" u",ti,J *ьТ,lo?ir""*q but tltе sраkers aтеаlvаre of thе positiorr of thе sea arrd use шs as a referenсr pоint.

6.3 Towardsshorc/outfusв

Thс speсifiсation oj 
Poт-*th resрсt to the sea is eхtеnфd to dоsсribing movementbetwеen the lаnd arrd sea. . When 

". 
i", movement towаrds thе land is чuated withmovemепt intшrd or upwаrds аnd is thus hаge, wье.e;.oй'*. furthеr out to sea is

ж"i':x1":Tж:13:*"ч*";1t*ЫЩ;;ooi' аnd is thus фsсribеd asftpo. Therrfore' if one is on a 'щ 'i й-i"'Ы"ЪсЖ-TifrrijжЁ,:;'ffitrship from firrthсr out to ч1 then you would *у, iiiй-iйй,,тl*ship is сoming (up),.Цkewise if щl wеrе stаnding on й" 'ьоoe 
чсЬ" in* й.й,*ng rn, tле saлпr statеmrntwould аpply. So when a boaitгavels l"io Ь harbоur, i, iiJ"Ъg", EtS in exаmple (27), asdoes the wind blowing аshoге r'o.:o,i 

"t 
* 1z.в2. lг' ьo;.;;;, 

" 
ship was сoming frоm apоsition сIоsеr to the shorв towаrds ,ь" 'iip' 'oьi9й й '""'" Ь", 

"* 
you must saу, Sip mohiпеi,The ship is сoming taowо'.-т'i'^сi*"t""-oi;;й;.i,'itt*t.ut"с Ьу Q9),whiсhфsсribes swfunming furthй 

"*uy 
to' ,ь.j*o" ou, to sea.
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mo vаnаi lo u]еstеn pаt.
RЕAL go:tо.sp Iюс westefll part

wiпd сomсs fтom thе wеst.' (Statrd at lдlovoli in the sоuthеast.)

mе is moving .up' artd .down' thе сoast howеvеr, thеrе is a division maф on thе
north.wеst and sоuth.еast, suсh thаt аnyнhere following the noтttt.еаstеrn linе
is сonsidrтеd to bе .up' arrd movеmеnt in a south.west direсtiоn is .down'. To

фis with еxаmples from a few different аreas of the islаnф tаke l,оlоvoli оп the
riф of the islаn4 l.оlоvoli is оnly a few hundred mеtrеs from thс сoast' but

it is щ quitе a stееp hill from the sеa, and as most villages are сlos€f to thс sоa,
to mоst plaсеs is hivo, iгrespесtive of thе diтeсtion travelled in. Thus l"olowai
to thе north-оast, Redсliff ю thе south-еast, ard Walatra to thе south-еast on

sidе оf thе island, аrе all hivo' \\e only plaсes rvhiсh arc lшgе fтom l.оlovoli агr
plrcеs whiсh аre loсatеd physiсаlly hiфеr up the mountain, suсh as the village of

to the nоrth-rvest, аnd Iдke Маnаro, a сrаter Iаkе in the vоlсano. Nduindui, loсated
otlюr siф of the islаIrd is vаno as in example (32)' as is I.ongаnа" beсause it is quitе

b l.оlovoli, at thе sйe lеvеl. Thesе variations havе maф it diffiсult to фterminе what
systrm for sрсifiсation of diтeсtion is within Ambае.

... tаhi-ngаllа Io duуi tаno.dл tаhЬngahл dа=ni уеvе
ЮC-this r,oс end lаnd-lпsс.г.тP Loс-this INSG.г.IS=R'R say

fo=пi vono Io ta,ala-gi Nfuindui...
lшsс.ьтS=вк go Loс half-дr Nduindui
. ... hеre at the end of ouт land herе, if wе want to go to Nduindцi on the other siф ... '

Еl stаrting from a plaсе on the сoаst however, it is еаsirr to фtormine what faсtors
into play. To takе an еxагrplе fтoш Nduindвi on thе west сoast as in examplо (33)' wе
importаnсe of absolutе direсtion addrеssed.

ngаhа go=ni togа bibi tаhi.ngahа Nduindцi, aIе niko
this 2sсS=пц. live tiфt Loс-this Nduindui сoNI 2sG

ngа}ш go=ni hnge Vuinilса,Iаto, аIe nilсo ngаhа go=ni hаge
this 2sсS=вп' go.up Vuinikalato сoNJ 2sс this 2SG=RR go.up

WаIuigi, nikn ngаhа go=ni ltаge l.ombа|ю, ale niko ngаhа
walurigi 2sс this 2sсS=пв go.up l,оmbaha сoNJ 2sс this

go=ni vшlo l.ongana, niko ngа|ш go=ni v(mo Io tвvаIu-gi,
2sсS=цп go l.оngшra 2sG this 2sсS=tпв go Iюс siф-дr

rа=vo' I,ovuiniпtаtui.
3Nsсs=say l.ovшinimaшi
.You аrp going to sиy heте at Nduindui, and you arе going tо go up tо Vuinikalatо, and
you are going to gо up to Waluгigi' and you аrе going to go up to l.оmbaha, and yоu аrе
gоing tо go aсross to I.оngana, and yоu are going to go астoss to the othеr sidе, whiсh
they сall Iюvuinimatui.'

NiIФ
2sс
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As l,ombatra is also intаnd fronn Nduindui, this may ь thе rsаson that it ts llаgе,Vuinikalаto, while оn the сoast, irрrсй; tФ of сIifЬ. нowevеr, w.Iцгigi is arelati
l1ilТg****P *,tr"" * с9ш! ьe сonsiф hаgeftortNduindui isit is to the nortlr-east. T}ч,*""ьйЪ*'*'"'"*Ж#,ffiЖ'

Ч;fftrТfJ?,:l*:*l::f-:ф* .y'сontrasts Er no loпgел valid"f Тo sum up the faсtors that дrе,й;.T"ы;ffi:"ffi";:*1жf*' be usф
i ElчJ.ffi.il**ffi;ыi" 't,*"."'iii'Ы;Ь, the vаrious сontдsts
:
{ 

. Ь the plaсе up, down oг lеvel ft'om hеrr?
о Is thе plасe towаrds the sеa, intаnd oг pаrallеl to the сoast?
о Ь the plасe on thе opposite siф of the islаnd (to the еast or west)?о Is the plaсе to tlю nortlr-еаst or sоuth.west?
In eасh саse, if the opposition is not relevапt tо thе pаrtiсulаr si}ation, thсл thе sесorrdаrуfасtors аrе аddrrssrd.,@ -G ifu '*ffi':l ;i:"ftffLxm;rйti;ffi-fl a dесision be maф iпtсrms of absoluts diтесtioп. urьir"Ъ"'e j'"; ffioJ;;ЁТ*A1l1fr;ffi*#*fl

;ffi;; ж,':" 
is made ассording ; ,I't- i;.;;;^'й:ъI other fасloш have bсеп

3шsсS=rш. run-дй Aсс сanoe.3шsсP ;;;;=-"* ffi, {tr'i;sе8е rа=mс' fue. fentесost, sеgе |а=no fu. Sqlto.or 3NSGS=RЕAL яo.щ Рen!eсo,.. o..- 3шsсS=квцl go.Фrvn Santo
;*.ff, 

took theiт 
"Ьo", 

аnd wеnt op й мu"*o' оr uP to Pоntrсost, or down to

65 Мovсmrnt to ottеr islads

Thе distiпсti"* 
:*'':l"1travеlling bеyond Ambaе to ottrсг islands in Vаnuаtu, аndfurthеr аfiеId to оthsr сountrias' aпe *.,Ъ ***oыo*й Ьсli'рь tо фsсriЬ than thesi*rаtion which oссЦrв *ь"o ЫorьlugiЪu"*t rvithiп ttЕ island оf Ambaе' aIthouф апiпtетвting differenсe 
"* -b" .buou;:ti;йly, divisioпs 

"iiJsh', 
and position retaй to*1#J:*1'ff,ж no lоngэr *t'u*i.i'*;зi*-*,o-й sga to оtheг islaпф, butrerвtiveto-й 

.";т*r*жlistаnф to the sоцth щrd eаst ,*.";;iф; 
ч йф;; й"йЬ those tо the rto'ф mdwest аrЭ hivo ,down, (sее }raap 1). п'"Ьmь, 'r," .ь"-uь*oЁ'" сi.,in".ion maф y1,o,Фsсribing mtion within tь isrЫ w;й;"", those ptасes1;Ъ sоuth-wesq as соm'*rеdwith plaсes to tlю north-eas.. шй_,r'" й" ai,tin.нon Jй-io,"йu"l bопrеen islаnds i, on u

**T." 
aхis, rvitr islаnds..ь".""Ь.Ьi 

"*. 
с-'iiйiiТo'*.o," in the nотt'r аnd

(з4) ... rа=u walau-gi ltа аkа-rа
3шsсS=rш. run-APpr lff :..^...---^ :o=,у hog" Mаеvo,

Il,hilефis*ould*.

r,Т,,у 
observеd in Tцkап* в"'i 

" йЫ.iulno*,t* l*e*йJiйп.si, Inфnеsia (Donohuе











!сd
E (
I

.irh
lю *rс
attасh

by thе
osс by
out оf
щ thе
tп this
of the
l both
plaсes
пamr.
olеhe,
ssiblе

Hi"ding behindtrеes on Аrnbаe 69

mwoso f/ (@).
plаy aсross.thеre aсrGss-DIsT

theгr.' (indiсating a plaсе not fаr away)

toga hаgе-lеhе (*hа.e) go=rno gаni qеtа?
livе up-Dlsт up 2sGs=RЕAL eat taro

рu live up thеrе (i.е. Australia) dо you еat tаrо?'

|ul moli tаu hivo (?lI
Aсс ball Loс dоwn down-plsт

thе ball down thеrе.'

еxаmplеs (54) and (55) whеrе the opрsing forrrs dеmonstratе the diffеrenсе
to plaсes of grеatеr and lеssеr distanсе from the dеiсtiс сentre.

hinеi |шpе.Iehе'
go.down:to.sp up-Disт

've сome dоwn from up theте (a long way).'

hitпei (tаu) hа'K.
go.down:tо.sp t,oс up.thrrе

've сome down from up there (nоt very fаr),'

ab s oltttе In c atia n no un s

fтom thе direсtionals' thеrе are othег forms ',vhiсh аrе mеmbеrs of thе аbsolutе
nouns' сlass. Plасe names аre all absolutе loсation nouns as in examplе (56)' and
two other subsets in this сlass' There aге sevеral fотпrs whiсh саn bе used tо exprеss

цlе oppоsition betwееn .herе' and .therе', thesе аrе shown in Table 3.

R,a=ra mo hаge Маеуo,
3шsсS-оr REAL go.up Maеwo
.Thе two of thеm wrnt tо Мaewo.'

Tablе 3: Absolutе loсation nouns distinрishing loсations .hеre' and .thеre'

аеhе ,hete, (at this plaсe, just refеrrеd I tаehе .therr' (at that plaсе just rеfеrred
to_аnaphoriс) | tо*аnaphоriс)

tаu,hele' I tаhu,therc'

tаhingаhа,herc'

hano'herc'

As сan be sеen there aгe only two forпrs distinguishеd on the distal pоle, one of thеse forms
only bе used аnaphoriсally, while the othеr сш bе usеd both anaphoriсally and to rеfer to
сurrеnt сontext. on thе proximal polе howеvеr, thorе arе forrr diffеrеnt trrms: а,еhе is the
imа] сountегpaп of the anaphоric tаrhe, Ьut the othеr three forms сan all be used

G€.

ly and within thе сontеxt of thе speесh aсt and ехhibit no diffеrenсе in mеaning or
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bцsh,.InmostаreasofAmbaе,pеоpledonotlivеdirесtlyadjасоnttothrsеa,аnd. o .o.аэ1 пrle

ffi*,}""lfl#'.frf; mеrely as a supplemеnиry sоrrrсe of fod. As a geпeral rule,

шly usс thе word oи,Т*Ёuк ф,й* 1т:ч:.:',"1Y",:*1:?'li}Т"lжffiH.;#'Ж;::';ffi' ""A";i"-;;Ь' pиnt thеir сrops uphiШ шrd inlаnd from

эs. lVhen this forrr is used in a sentеnс" *й ч *чl'й !1же,.ч9-"::r.:''I
Ьlt"Hi".f#""йj; tь"-ьoJ to theiт gаrdеns, ut-tь*д this is not exp'iсiф

nаtu-i а]аlL

,.Е( offspring-сor.{sт down.by.sеa
й---"o*'д рЬple (lit. сhildreпof the plaсе by thе sea).'

=mn rtvu qeta gl'
platrt tаro up.in.bush

plant tаro up in the bush.'

lюge aшtе,
go.up uP.in.bustt'.ii'"''; 

goй щin thе bush (to their gardrrrs).'

loсation norшls

аrr also a number of relatioпal lосation nouns in thе lаnguagе, usеd for sprсifylпg

suсh as fтont/baсk as in ехаrrplе (б5), фovе/below (66), аnd side-that is' positions
*lotinncЬirrs аfiе

ЬТ"-й;;ffi;':йБtii. iЬ"Ь fеаturеs of an objесt' Thе rэlationshiр arо

*аt€d to body pаrt, jТй"' p*_'йr" relatiоnshrр,^ч:'уж*ж;9'*:::ж;

ffi#*T,"iЁ;#;;;Ъi;!* in retation to its wholе, relational nouns errablе

гs to tаlk about loсations with refеrenсe.o.ь" objeсt's inhеrent':.Yj.Т,1T";,j

il";""Hffijj*ffi;* having a ffont, atop or siЬ, th".T *."'"* |oсus 
on this feaштe

Фjeсt tо spe8k 
"f " 

#;;'Т;; "i, 
.* 'щ oг, or .insiф'. An еxhaustivе list of

пouns саn bе formd in Tablе 5'

Tablе 5: Relationаl loсation nouns

L

uIш- .above, top of I tсvаIu- 
.slor.

уtlvа- .undеr, bеlow' I davi- 
oend'

nаgo- .front of, I 
nапo- 

,Pт-. \'
| **o,o,o. 

.sidеQine)

taru. .behind, baсk of | 
'*:!* 

.1Y"'l  . .  . s iф
Iolo- 

.insiф, 
I nекl-

mаwii- .lеft, 
| ьoьo- 

,еdge'

mtffir'е- 
.riфt' 

| уito- 
,edge,
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(б5) U vei gidе=ru Io nаoo-i tаnpаloi sаo.
lЕL mаkr lшsG=оL Loс front-сoшsт рople tnаny.Shе hштriliatеdl3 thе two of us in front of mаny pеoplе.'

(б6) ... mo vаno mo tаu=е lo vаvа.i goаrt-i dаdаi.
RЕAL go REAL puЕ3sсo tюс unфr.сoNsT rq}t{oNsт. ... hе wеnt and put hсr undеrnеath thе rcots of a blood tгeе.'

As with nошs whiсh sрсify pаrt-whole rеlationships, relatiоnаI nolrns аre bound nouwhiсh must tаkе pаrt in a diтесt рssessive соnstпrсtion аs in exаmple (67), or suffixеd rvi
Jhg alienаblе stffix, .gf, whiсh spссifies that it is a bоцnd noun, dut tь" Ььtioo*йp i.bеing sрсified (бs) аnd (69).

(67) Rа=mo togа lo bobo-i tаhi'
3шsсS=пвдt livе Loс еdgr-сoNsт seа.They livе on the seа's еdgе.'

(68) ... Ba=|no 8u8u 71,а gа-mаi hinagа Io va,а-gi.
INSG.B(S=RЕAL сook AсE сL.юоD-lшsо.вrrP food_ Ьoс undеr-дl. ... we соokеd ouг food undrrпeath it.'

(69) Go=tаl=е Io tanаIu.ili.
2sсS=put=3sсO Loс siф-дr.Put it on thе (other) side.'

Whеreas absolutе loсf9n nouns aIЕ rеgulатly usеd to rеfer to both smаll-sсale (70) шrdlаrр+сalе spaсе (71),.rеlational nouпs are g"n"йty only usеd to rеfer to smаll-sсаl. йЬ, *thс.o$lts 9! сoшpaтigоn are usually objйts wьliь аre loсatвd in thr immеdiut" ,p*" 1zz1аnd (73). Therе аrе hоwevеr rure e'umples whеrе the objесt оf сompаrison eniй"s tьeехprеssion to refer tо lаrge-sсale spасe (40fаnd (75).
Q0) Go=ta-tu fuK;

2sGs=RЕDUP-stаy up.Мovе up a bit.' (sрken to someonе sitting next to thе sрaker on a bеrrоh)
QD Mo hаgе аulu. IoIo mаhауа^

RЕAL go.up up.hiф in sky.It went up hiф into the sky.'

Q2) Goаnеse lаbe Io nаoo-nл.
2sGs=D*loR stаnd roс front-3sсP.Dоn't stаnd iп front of hеr/him.'

(.73) Mo eno Ia vаvа-i rаu-gi.
RЕАL lie Loс шrder-сoшsт leaf-д..It is/wаs (lyrne) unфrneath the lеaf.'

Q4) Dodo nшвto lo ulu-dе.
сlоud black Loс aЬоvе.lшsс.пчP.Theтe werе blaсk сlouds abоve us.'

13 The 
"oь 

*i g*"'шy'"*loc .do,

somеthiпg wtriсh has a negаtive effесt on the objeсt rеfегеnt(s),

blood.treе
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togа Io dwi.i tehi.

cEnoе-сoNsт Tщaro ввяr sit Loс end{ONsт srа
. .. . Tagаrо's сanor was sitting in the middle of the sеa'

nouns сan bе used in сombination with thе dirесtionals for greater spесifiсiф.

Da=ni hilсе.si=е Io tаgu.i vа|р ltдge-hаgе.

lхsс.nтS=кв seаrсh-дpгь3sсo loс bеhind-сoшsт housе RЕDI]P-up
Te will look foг it up behind the house.,

Gc! I.o уаvа-i bаtа hittt-himеL
thrre! юс unфr-сoшsт tаblе вюtв-dоwn:to.sp
I-oоk thоте! Unфrneath thе tаble' сlosеr down towards mе.'

thrrе аrе teгms foт lеft and гiф in thе lаnрage, thesе arе gеnеrally only usеd to

ю pоsition in rrlation to a ргson's body, as in examplе (78), and they, likе all rеlational

аrе onlу ussd intrinsiсally, nеvеr rеlatively (79).

PшIine fi|o togа lo mаwiri-hl, Dшlutа mo toga Io nаtuе.Iсtl,
Paulinо RЕAL sit Loс left-lsсP Danuta р.вдr sit Loс riфt-lscP
.Pauline is sitting to my left, аnd Dаnuta is sitting to my riфt.'

+Go=tаu=е Io mаууiri-i gаi.
2sсS=put=3scо Loс loft-сoшsт шеe

.Put it on the lrft siф of thе ftee''

rЬ theшrforе bтings us to the question put forwшd in thе introduсtion to this paрr: hоw
onr say' .Kenneth is hiding bеhind thе breadfnrit trcr'? In orфr to sрak of a loсation
in Еnglish rve would be аble to фsстibе as .behind thl treе', or .to thе left of the tгеe'

Еn$isЬ пrсh tеrms саn bo used bшtr intrinsiсallу arrd rеlatively), suсh a sifiratiоn would

ibed using thе фsolutе/deiсtiс system. An objесt of сompагison is idеntifiеd using a

lосative sцсh as lobе ,neaf , and then the position of thr objосt ting loсated is

out in теlation to thе рsitiоn of the sреоh patiсipants arrd the othrr spесifiеd
rcпсe рint. Thr sрсifiеd loсation сould be further uфtUinlапd, фwnhilVtowards thе
oг aсross from thе loсation of bоth the sресh aсt aпd thе other тeferenсe рint. Further'
Фjесt bеiпg pointеd out соuld be сlоsеr to thе loсation of thе sресh aсt or further away
r thе referеnсe point' in whiсh сasе thе -mаi fotms аnd unrnаrked fоrgrs of the dirесtionals

bе use.d respесtively. Figure 1 and the sentenсrs below фsсribr suсh a situation, whеre
пе is starrding behindUin front of a trеe whiсh is on a sloр. Retuгning to our original

B and C reprеsent рssible loсations of Kеnnеth, whсreаs A and D reprеsent

loсatiоns of mе, thе sрakеr'

Е;_й"
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Figцге 1: Kenпrth hidiпg uphilУdorvnhill from the breadfrцit tеe
A фsстibes the loсation of B as:

B mo 
rу! bbe nа bаеgo llш|.twnаi.

B пвдr hiф nеаr дсс hтeadfruit ББtБIщ.to.,p.B is hiding in front of thе bшeadfrrrit tпее. (Iit:ь; й;i"g nеar the brеаdfrlrit trеe,in а loсаtion whiсh is сloseг up torvаrds whеrе I am.1'*
A фscгibrs thе loсаtion of C as:

C mo hil! lobe й baеgo hiуo-hivo.
C ввдr hide nеаr дсс ьгеааtuit йЬТББ'.oo*n.C is hiding behiпd thс Ьreadfruit Ere.. 0it. с! шшng neаr the hreadfruit tree, in aloсafiorr whiсh is fu*trеr down аway from mе.)' 

-__Ф

D фsсribеs thе loсation of C as:
C mo hili lobе nа bаеgo him-hinei.
C пэдr hiф neаr дсс breаdfruit **iББ-.сown:to.8р.C is hiding in froпt of the bпeadfnrit tПre. 0fсi; йdi'g neаr thе brэadfrrrit шee,in a loсation whiсh is сloser фwn torvаrds wьеre l ЫJ'

D фsсгibes the loсatiоn of B as:
B ma hili lobе nа baеgo hаge.hдqе.
B RЕAL hiф neаr Aсс bтeйftrit ffi,p'to.,p.B is hiding behind thе brеadfruit ftee. (lit..B Т. ыаing;"* the breadfпrit tree, in aloсation whiсh is firrthеr uP away from me.)' 

--_--р.,

As thеse eхamplеs illustrate, if one wants to talk фout thе loсation .behind the tгee,, thсnonr must refеr to thаt loсatioп in teгms of both its аbsolutе l;;;; and its loсation гelative tothe position of thе sраkеr, using tt,e roсaйon of thе treе * u."t"Ь." рint. Is thе loсationon thе uphill or фwnhill side oi the trеr? Is.it сloser to the sрaker than the trrе or furthеrawaу? In this way, thе aЬolute loсаtion of the objeсt *iii'ыйnition, not сhange with a



ffuit trеe'

luit treе, in a

ffiuittreе'

iuit tree, in a

b trее', thеn
ш rеlative to
l the loсation
Е or furtheг
hшrge with a

Hiding bеhind treеs an Aпbаr

г's сhangе in persprсtivе. An objeсt on the inland siф of a trrr will always be on the

siф-тrо mаttеr where the sраkеr viеws it from. What сan сhange, however, is the
.-+i^- nf E ;. I"---

in фiсtiс tоrms. Thцs rеfeпing onсе again to Figure 1, ths loсation of B is hаge

to thr trre nо mattеr whethеr it is sеrn fтom the loсatioп <rf A, D or аny othсr loоation'

'ttr, fтоm A's рrsрсtivе B is сloser thаn the tгeе аnd thсгefоre it is hшttltаlltаi, whilе

D's рrsрсtive B is further away thаrr the tгee аnd thегefore it is hagеhаge. т.ь"yэlЧ'

, ry9!eдg.1}l1!]hg й!h th9 Фsоlute рsition of an оbjeсt аnd thе фйЕЫ,s
:n into аcсФrnt.

arr mаny different tрes оf spatial systems whiсh operatr iп larrguаges aтrd spatial

systoglll are an aтoa of lаnguagе wheге it is oftsn not possiblе tо make a dirесt

ion еquiva}еnt bсtwееn two diffеreпt laпрages. This is illustrated by thе сase in рint.
o'"s Ьo фffеrent typсs of spatial refeтenсE systоmsn аn аbsolutе/фiсtiс system and аn

iс systеm. There is no system oрrating whiсh еnаblеs sрakеrs to use thе intinsiс
relatively. Hоwever,-thезbsq!р!9/.фjg*Цq-!y*9ggan-F нg{..iз.p-t-c{q 9f ".a- rрlatiyэ
in.g-i$nliопs""whiсh i'lоthег lаngцagеq щaY rqq!.ir-e".qg|s;1::lчцl!p-и-цsФ Thе
is thе sшne, it is mеrеly sеen and desотiЬed in a iliffiЪnt way; the lосation is not
the trее, but is, for example, on thе sеaward or lаndward side of it. The

щМФрз":'!pеа..о"вs-зllэ.ц!!еа jччр-.9f.,g9-,щd',#.ry:
*_*a-лa*. . ' j...
versusitownhill or an in|.щd diтeсtion vQ[sus qs9aw-ф.фI9qtiolr. Thеsе

ffiЪ тvfun tаlking abоut thо loсation or diтесtion of
of аny objeсt in spасэ.
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