
1 Introdшсtion

GIoVANNI BЕNNARDO

oсeania has traditiоnally been the .plасе' in whiсh greаt debates about thе hцman
сondition havе beсn startеd' соndцсted, and somedmеs rrsolvrd.l This volцme on tЬе
сonсеptualisation of spaсе in oсeania provеs onсe morr the vitality, usefulness, and neсеssity
of the reseшсh сonduсted in this geоgгaphiсally vast, linguistiсally varied, and сulturally
fasсinating аrеa of the world.

This Ьoоk is аbout thтее-dimensional sрaсе аs a knowlеdgе domain.z Щq Ц'.t mqjoт g9al
of the volumе is tо сontriЬute to rеsеаrсh on spaсе, in pаrtiсulаr to thе linguistiс, mеntal, and
сultural reprвsontatiоns оf spatiаl геlatiоnships. Thо sесond mаjoд goal is to providе foг thе P.,

first time a sufvey of the reseаrсh оn spaсe in one spосifiс сultцrаl аrеa, that is, oсeania. Thе f
final mаjоr go{'is tо suggest sшongly within the тesеаrсh on spaсe the valuе of стoJi- 

"

linguistiс and сrоss-сultural гesearсh as wеll as the surveys of сultцral areas.

In 1997 I orgaпisеd a sessiоn for Thе 9ff Апnual Mееting of the Americаn Аnthropologiса| Аssociлtionhetd
in washingtоц Е' еntitled .Fаmiliаг spaсe in languаge and mind: repгrsеntаtioпs of spаtial relationships in
oсeania'. Thе novеlty оf thе subjесt mаttст and thе enthusiasm оf thс paгtiсipаnts сопviпссd mс фat thе
papеrs prеsепtеd nеrded ю bе brоuф to a larger aцdiеnсe. After еliсiting fi,Iгthеr сontributions from othsг
sсhoiаrs who сould пot partiсipatе in thе AAA session, I pгoрsеd the publiсation of the volumе to Paсifiс
I-inфstiсs. Thе рsitivе rrspоIrsе I rссeivеd from Pacifiс Linguistiсs (еsрсially from Andrеw Pawlеy)
witпessed ю thе quality аnd dеdiсation оf thе соntгibutors. I want to thаnk the фitoгial Ьoшd and stаff at
Paсifiс Liпguistiсs foг theiг suppоrt and ехpегtise duгiпg thс rеalisation of this pгоjесt. Еaсh соntгibutor
dеsеrvеs sprсial thanks' еspесially fог putting up йth my сontinuous rщuеsts and messagеs. Thе соmments
of onе anonymous rеviewег wеrе greatly apprесiaвd. Finalty' I \ryant to thank all thе рoplе of oсеania who
madе this vоlumе possiblе. It is to thеm that I dеdiсate our сollесtivе еfforts towaгds a brшer undеrstanding
оf thсiт islaпd woгlds,

Sрaсе is onе of фe favouritе mеtaphors цsed in muсh сoпtemporaгy antfuopologiсal disсoursе (e,g. Wilsoп &
Dirlik 1995). This boоk is not about spaсe as a mеtaphoг. A metаphoг impliеs two knowlеdge domаins and
somе of the сontеnt оf *rе first krowlеdgе dorвiц is oссasioвally usеd to сlarify and/оr mаkе it еasier to talk
about thr sеrюnd knowiеdge domаin. This impliеs thаt thе fiгst domain must bс wсll knowп. Consequеnt1y,
геgarding thе usе of spaсе as a metaphor, thе mоre wе kпow about thе speсifiс doпrain of spaсе, the bеttег wе
will Ье aЬle to Еsе it in mеtаphoriсal tегms, It is tirе pгimаry gоal of this volumе to eхpand orш understanding
of the knowledgе domain of spaсe.

Giovanni Bennaгdo, ed., Rеpresепting spаce in oсeаniа: cцlturе iп lаnguagе аnd mind' |-8'
Canbепац Pасifiс Linguistics' 2o02.
@ Giovалдi Bеnпardo
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2 Giovаnni Bепnаrdo

This volumе 
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2 Spaсe in langшagе, mind and сшlfuге
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Introductioп

еvents, thouф. In faсt, while a linguistiс differеnсe mаy bе desсribed as distributiоnal
(spatial desсriptions distributed differently over parts of spеесh), I dеfinе сulшral diffеrоnсе at

anothег lеvel. It is thе frequenсy, quality, аnd соntеnt of the spatiаl dеsсгiption (not its

linguistiс eхpressiona) that аrе сulturally detеrmined. Whеn, hоw, and whiсh spatial

dеsсriptions Ьnе dесiфs to rxprrss (linguistiсally and othеrwisе) and use more frщuеnfly

^1цong thе pоssiblо оnеs that aге univrгsally (oftrn peтсеptually) availablе is a сultural

dесision,
Еvidеnсо is bеing aссumulatеd by гesоаrсh сonduсtеd in a vаriеty of сross-linрisfiс and

сross.сultural сontеxts all ovеr thе woтld (sеe Bennardо 1996; Hill 1982; I.эvinson 199б;

ozannе-Rivierre |9ц'7; Pedеrsoп 1993' t995; Pederson & Roelоfs 1995; Senft 1997) about )
thе роuliar prefeтеnсes оf some languages and сultures to еxpтess spatiаl rеlatiопships in

habitual modа]ities. In other words, sоmе speaking соmmцnitiвs, сulturally dеfined, show

mеntal arrd linрistiс prrferrnсrs in drsсribing spаtial rеlatiоnships A
Thе rеsеarсh сonduсtеф howevеr, has nо геgionаI (that is, Afгiсa, Iаtin Aпreriсa, oсeania) U

organisation аrrd sсholars often prеsent thоiг findings in isolation.s Еven сomparativе studiеs Д

tеnd to ignorе the possibility of гegional pattrms. That is, thеrе is no alt€mрt to look -'..

ехtensiveiy to only ono сulшral aгra or any еffort to оollесt evidеnсе at the linрistiс level, ; J
mеntal lеvel' and сulшral level within onе сhosеn атеa.

Comparativе studiеs withiп a spесifiс сultural arеa should pгovide thе first nесessаry stagе

towаrds any generalisatiоn abоut univеrsal fеaturrs of the human miпd. Combining data from

linрistiс, psyсhologiсal, аrrd ethnogrаphiс reseаrсh шust be rеgardеd as the inеvitable stеp to

Ыve аt thЪiо preliminаry gеnетalisаtions. Too muсh геsearсh is basеd on only one typr of 
-l

фи6 and too йany timеs gЪnеralisаtions about univеrsal сhаraсteristiсs of the hцman mind ,' l. ;
aге madе basеd only on invrstigations limitеd to one spесifiс сultцral сontext (typiсally

wrsleгn aсademia).
This volumе оf сollесtеd works tгiеs to fill this void in the сontemporагy rоsеarсh on spaсr.*"

Мoreover, this work diffеrs profoundly fгom other works on thс subjeсt by linguists and 
t

соgnitivе piycnoiogiits йсJosе of its сultuтal and ethnographiс соmpоnеnt.^ All the ё

.ont.iьotions, in faсt, еmbed thе disсussiоn and/oг analysеs of their data in spесifiс сultural

сontеxts. Thеsе latter are сonsiфrеd as informative and infoгming as &e speсifiс tyр of data,

еithеr 1inguistiс, psyсhоlogiсal, or еthnographiс on whiсh thе authоrs arе fосusing. I will now

indiсatе in sоme фиil thе mаjor goals of t}re vоlume.

3 Majoг goals of thе volrrmе

Thе fiгst majоr goal of this volumе is to соntribute to the rеsearсh on spaсe' in pаrtiсular to

thе linрistiс, menial, and сultural геprеsеntations of spatial геlatiоnships' Thе data and thе

г I 
""h'"*'"dgе 

hеrе thе faсt that еven the spесifiс liщuistiс distгibution cаn bе thе геsult оf сultuгal сhоiсrs'

but сhoosе to leavе thЬ соntгovсrsy asidе sinсе it would not add aпфing tо thе сoге of thе argument I am

trying to make. I only аdd thаt a disсussion of this сontгoveгsial рiлt wouid гчuiте a dеflnition of сulturе

иtшn trrе gеnегal aгсhitеcuiге of сoрitiоn (sее Bonnardo 1996:20), but it would Ье supеrfluous heге.

Foг a reсеnt volume of woгks at lеast toрiсally сonnесtеd sее Bloom, et al. (1996). See also Senft (1997)' for

a сollесtion of woгks about the rеlationship bеtwеen languagе and spaсе iп Ausffonesian and Papuaв

languages.

Foг a сleaг ехсеption seе Pеdегsоn, еt al. (1997).
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findings that are introduсed rrpтesent a nrw fгontiеr in сross.linguistiс аnd сrоss-сцlturalrеsеarсh about this arеa. o{ inя]шry. fuдцgф.qdо.!о&:еmptoyed in the.соllесtion of thе.sе фtаis innovative arrd variеd. !t соnsББ oi *фйitoй fi"мй.;;;;,.,"'йЖ"oturсofltvч гsvсholoяl Р.:*, *9з99urate interpтesoч, of ethnograф";;;;;";
lne seсond goal оf thg vo-Iume is to pгovidе for the first time a survey of thё resеаrсh onspaсе in оne speсifiс сultuтal ar.са, thatЪ, oсеаnia. Thr соntibшiоns dоal with lаnguagеsand сultцres that belоng to all threе major вubdivisions оf феаnia: Мiсrоnesia, ldelaпеsia,and Polреsia This volrrmо dеmonstrаfеs that spatiаi rсpтeseпtations in Oссаnda аrеdistinсtivr. Thе aвthors draw utrюп dаtа ftom linрistiс, *".,й, й;;JЬрБo:нo*of .sфal тrlatiопshiр Frorr ttrе аmple soru"! оf thе аленgeographiсal, сultuгal, аndtоpiсal-arovidеd by thе сontriЬшiоns 6-е.ge, a piсure or spaй гepresentatiоns that mаybе фfinеd as spесiГrоally .oсеmiс'.
Thе third and fiпal gоal of the volumе is to suggest strongly within the reseаrch on sрaсеthe valuе.of сrоss-linguistiс аnd сгoss.сularal тesейь as wеti Ь of сuttrrгa] аrea shrdiеs. It isimpossible to сonсеive of investigating suсh ш abstraсt rеalm as that of thо rсpresсntations оf

:!u!ul rеlationships withoш сomparing data from a variеty oi t*g*g"s аnс 
"'rtЬ.Univeгsaliф issues сorne immrсiatеly to mind. It is muсh safer 

-anj 
definitе1y йоresсiеlttifiсallу sound tо provide aпswers that arisо fтоm а vатiety of linguistiс and сultuгаlсonteхts.

At the sаrю timr, l!.:rзppplgtrg ц.9J -q9 g.ч.e-ralise from results obtained !n-.1g1oup-gf'.e-l*jцg'Дs..ti-q..+!!J'Эl}d-сtl'tЦra''y..{ontexй to thе whole ot йu-un ex1цiеnсe. сulturalаrеa srudies suсh as tьe 
91e Pjoilоieс herе фviФ thе bасkboтre for furtlrerЪompй.on йo,*regiоns arоund thе world. Futrrтe 'еsеa'сЪers йlI benеfit fгоm the work сontainеd in thеprcsе[rt volumе whеn plшning and/or сonФrсting extеnsive сomlrаrative rеsешсh aсrossсultuгal аrоas.

Fiпally. фis volume.с-ч_!9*1 rylnt of тeJerеnсе for future гesrаrсh..oltspаяэ-шrd-thе
г9pц9.99n1qlionsъfipаtiaгФIаfrOnffipГщ,.i"iid*' ;*й;;;ъ;a. Thе foundations аrelaid for nеw аnd еxсiting rasеаrсA.frjйь йat would йuйo.tь rеlеvaпt but unavоidaЬlylimit€d dаи thдt are рesеntеd. тhе disсoursе stаItrd hсre is sо signifiсant thаt it сalls for anесessary сontinuation within thе oсeаniс sсholаrly сommunity.

4 Contents and subdivisions of thе volume
l

| _ Afвг the general introduсtion that oрns the volume, thrеs seсtions will follow еntit]ф
; .lз.чу. 

and spасe', .Spасe in mind^', and .Spaсе and сulturе,. A сoпсlusion entitlеd
i DpauД rеprвsentаtions of islаnd worlds' will сlоse the volumе.

The first sесtion, 
_Iаrrguщe and spaсe', сontains four сontгibutiопs that pгivilege аnalуsеsof linguistiс daи. Thе еxtсnsive йtu *o thе.insiфtful *Jy'". prеsе,lrted immеdiatelyimmеrsе the rеаdег in the рсuliarity of the spatial *oild of oсейa. The authors investigatеthe.distribution of spatial desсгiptions ou", Ъ" parts of spеесh in vaгious languаgеs of thePaсifiс. A сommon finding сharaсtеrises аnс unifies йse four сontributions. They allhiфliфt thе privileged status of nolrns over other parts of speeсh аs a major oсеaniс fеafurein thе linguistiс reprеsentations of spatial rоlationships

The seсtion staгts with Florеy аnd Kelly's 'й"y of the linщistiс rеpresеntations oflосation and mоvement in А]une, аn Austronesiaг lаnguagв (Central Ёastern Мaiayo-Polynesial). I deсiфd to inсiЬф this йiсle even though-дrii" is spoken in the-island ofSeram in Еasteгn Indonesia, geogrаphiсally not соnsidered to bе in oсеania. Тhis language,
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Introduction

in faсt, bеlongs to a group that is genetiсally related to the Oсеaniс onеs and it is sрken in a

geographiсal area that сould bе сonsidered the .mоtherland' foт Oсeaniс languagеs and

сultцrеs.
Florеy and Kelly's majoг assumption is that .idеalisеd' usеs of spatial referеnts сan Ьe

diffеrent from thеir aсtual usеs in disсоursr. Thеy first introduсe thе .kеy сomponents of thе

Alune spatial rеferenсе systеm'. Then, thеy аnaiysе thеse сomponеnts as thеy аrе usеd in

disсoursе. The results of thе аnalуses highliф a variety of phenomena suсh as thе .usе of

loсativеs tо mаxk mоvrment'. Thе authors finally suggrst that sосial faсtors-.grеatеr shаred

}nowlеdge within thе соmmunity'_arе the еxplanatoгy rеasons bеhind the phеnomеna that

they disсovеrеd in thеiг disсouгsе data.
We entег the .рroper' oсeаnic woтld with the аrtiсlе by Hyslop on spatial rеfеrеnсе in

Ambaе, a language sрken in the islаnd оf Ambaе in thе north of Vanuatu. Hyslop

investigаtes a sеi of dirесtionals аnd the way thеy rеalisе linщistiсally a variеty of

рrsрсtive.takings or framеs of refеrenсе. Uses of the absolute frame of referеnсе in Ambаe

differ from сanoniсal uses in Western сol}trхts. Finally, the author invrstigates a .sеt of

rеlational loсation nouns' that rеalise an intтinsiс framе of геfrгеnсe.
With Sperliсh's artiсlе on Niuеarr spaсе wr land in thr Polреsian mothеrland. Spеrliсh's

disсussiоn of Niuean spatial nouns is based on a сomparison with Tongan spatial nouns as

фsсribеd by Bеnnаrdo (2000). Thus, the two artiсlеs tаkеn togеthеr providе an ovеrall

tгratmrnt of the subjeсt for the Tongiс branсh of the Polреsian lаnguages. Similаritiеs and

diffеrenсеs bеtweеn thеsе two very сlosе lаnрages arе indiсаtive of the saliеnсe of this

tщiсаl Polреsian lеxemiс phenomenon.
Thе fourth аrtiоle ьy сйk tаkсs us into one of thс threе сornоrs of thе Polреsian world,

Нawai.i. He disсцsses thе distinсtive gramшatiсal bеhaйour оf Hawaiian .loсativе nouns'.

Cook shorvs how thrse nouns arr diffeтentially сase-mаrkеd as either plaсenаmеs, рrsonal
namls' oг ooпlmon nouns. Finally, hе finds suppoгt foт his grammatiсal аnalysis in a bтief

exploration оf thе сontеmpоrary Hawaiian musiс sсеnе. This movr, as well as others to be

found in thе previous aтtiсlеs, rrpIеsents a сiеar indiсation of thе sрсifiс quаlity that

сharaсtеrisеs the сontributions to this volume. Thr sophistiсatеd linguistiсs' аnalysеs

intrоduсеd never fail to сonsider the linрistiс phenomena invеstigatеd within thrir riсh soсio-

сultural соntrxts.
The seсond seсtion, .Spaсe in mind', сontains three сontributions. Thеir foсus is on the

way in whiсh oссaniс people mеntally rеprrsent spatial relationships. Thе authors introduсе

important hypothеses about sрсifiс сharaсteristiсs оf the mental represеntatiоns of spаtial

relatiоnshipi in oсеania. Palmеr's artiсlr stаrts thе ssсtion by survеying a variеty оf o.сеаniс

languages. He dеsсriЬеs how thеse languаges grammatiсalisе an absolutе spatial rrferеnсе

sysiепr (or frаme of referenсe). He proсeеds to show how рrсeptually salieпt сharaсteristiсs

of thе еnvironmеnt sееm to сorrеlate with thе grammatiсalisation of this sрсifiс (absоlute)

system ovеr thе othеr possiblе ones. His сonсlusion inсludеs possible impliсations of thеsе

pЬ"no*"nu for thе struсturr of соgnition. Hе propоsеs that saliеnt фut frоm pеrсeption сan

havе соnsequеnсеs fоr the linguistiс modulе only if spatial сonсеptualisation rеprеsеnts an

overarсhing area betweеn thе two.
The seсond сontributiоn by Bennardo, instеad of spanning ovеr a numbег оf oсеaniс

сontеxts, foсusеs on a speсifiс onе_the Tongan linguistiс and cultural miiiеu. Tongan

linguistiс, psyсhologiсal, and ethnographiс dаtа allow the authoт tо obtain an insiфt into

somе distinсtive fеaturеs of the rеprеsentаtions of spatial relationships in Tonga. Bennатdo

arguеs that Tоngans privilеgе a .radial, framе of rеferenсе in thеir reprеsеntаtions of spatial
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relatioпships. Hе also shows rhat this .гadial, 
frame of гefе
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